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TODAY'S NEWS 


Second body ‘lost* after 
Luxor massacre 

A second body from' a family of British victims of the 
Luxor terrorist attack had disappeared on its way 
home. A coroner admitted he had “no idea” what had 
happened to the body of Karina Turner. A body flown 
back to Halifax, West Yorkshire, had been believed to 
have been that of the 24-year-old air stewardess. But a 
West Yorkshire coroner. James TumbulL said yesterday 
that dental records proved the body was not hers. He 
said it was possible chat her body may already have 
been buried or cremated, ft followed a similar mix-up 
earlier this week, when it emerged that the body 
identified as that of Ms Turner’s mother, Joan Turner, 
was in feet that of a Swiss citizen. Her body has been 
located in Zurich. Yesterday Mr Turnbull described the 
situation as “total chaos" and said relatives were 
suffering "indescribable distress”. Page 3 

Class sizes are up again 

Class sizes in state schools rose again last year to kfi 
per pupil, figures show, slightly up on the previous year 
and in stark contrast to the figure of 173 pupils per 
teacher 10 years ago. As the figures were released, the 
Government announced that it is to try to recruit 
more primary teachers, partly to help fulfil Labour’s 
manifesto commitment to cut class sizes for five-, six- 
and seven-year-olds to 30 or below by 2002, a promise 
which, despite yesterday’s bad news, it remains 
committed to. Page 8 

The Therapist of Oz 

MGM, one of the world's biggest and best-known film 
studios, has asked a Hertfordshire therapist to 
endorse Its classic children’s film The Wizard of Oz. 

The psychotherapist, Bemie Wooder, says it “makes 
excellent viewing for responsible parents who are 
interested in the healthy emotional development of 
their children." He insisted yesterday. “This is not a 
gimmick", and gave examples of other films which had 
helped patients, including a depressed businessman 
who was convulsed with sobs when he saw Whoopi 
Goldberg in The Color Purple. Page 5 
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‘Nothing as tawdry as sex’: One of the participants in the Erotica Show at Olympia, west London, yesterday 


Photograph: David Rose 


The Erotica show that 
opened at Olympia 
yesterday may not have 
been the Full Monty but it 
was certainly more than 
Britain had ever seen 
before. 

“It's a first for this 
country" said organiser 
Brian Wiseman who 
insists the three-day affair 
is all about the erotic and 
nothing as tawdry as sex. 
Others, such as the 
woman from Surrender 
armoured clothing, agrees: 
“You know the fetish 
scene is becoming very 
mainstream these days. 
You see rubber in the 
High Street.” Well, you 
certainly saw it yesterday 
at Olympia, as well as 
almost everything else. "I 
think England should 
loosen up a bit," said one 
26-year-old. “We could 
use a little less fox-hunting 
and a little more of this." 
Mr Wiseman says that is 
his idea too and that 
Glasgow could be the. 
next stop. 

— Ann Treneman 
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After 500 years, MPs 
vote down foxhunting 


y Veb address: httpdfwww. 
independentxn.uk 


A huge Commons 
majority of 260 for the 
Bill to ban foxhunting 
was hailed last night by 
the MP who is 
sponsoring it as “a. moral 
mandate” to get rid of 
the sport in Britain. Cofin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
Tony Blair privately gave 
MPs a dear signal there 
will be a. change in the 
law before the next 
election. 


The centuries-old tradition of 

ft wh nntmg was fermg^nliiwriop 

last right after the Commons 
voted by4U to 151 to ban hunt- 
ing. with dogs. Foxhunting, 
which dates back 500 years but 
which began in its familiar form 
nrthe early 1800s, is unpopular 
among .voters but has strong 
support in pockets of the coun- 
try; and the battle is notyet over. 

With the opposing camps 
digging in far a bloody parlia- 
mentary struggled it could re- 
quire the reform of another, 
even older, institution, the 
House of Lords, to make fox- 
hunting fllegaL 

The MPs’ vote sets the 
House of Commons on a colli- 
sion course with the House of 
Lords, where hundreds of Tory 
backwoodsmen and hereditary 
peers are expected to come to 


the aid of the hunting lobby to 
kill the Bill, promoted by the 
Labour backbencher Michael 
Foster, before it reaches the 
statute book. * 

Tony Blair was hundreds of 
miles away visiting British 
troops in Bosnia but be issued 
~ Labour MPs with a private 
note, emphasising his support 
for the BflL and promising that 
it would be kept “open to review 
for the future"- a dear signal 
that the Government may not, 
after all, let it die. The Prime 
Minister has been under intense 
pressure from friends and allies 
on both sides of the argument; 

. and earlier briefing had sug- 
gested the. Bill would get little 
Government help. 

Now, though, ‘ ministerial 
sources confirm the options in- 
cJude using the Parliamem Act 
to enforce the win of the Com- 
mons on the Lords after a de- 
lay of. a year. A Cabinet 
number confirmed that anoth- 
er option would be to allow a 
backbench amendment to a fu- 
ture Home Office Bill on crim- 
inal justice to put an a ban on 
foxhunting on to the statute 
book. 

The Home Office minister, 

■ George Howarth, who wound 
up the five-hour delate, warned 
the Lords that if they sought to 
frustrate the will of the Com- 
mons they would be hastening 
the end of the voting rights for 
the hereditary peers, which the 
Government is pledged to abol- 
ish. “If the House of Lords wish- 


es to take the House of Com- 
mons on over this issue, let them 
do so,” said Mr Howarth. 

The Government may have 
to take away the voting rights 
of the hereditary peers before 
pushing through a Bfll which in- 
cluded a ban on foxhunting. 

The Government resisted 
demands to give the Bill time to 
ensure that it becomes law, but 
the Prime Minister told his 
backbench MPs: “I very much 
hope that opponents of the 
BQl would respect the wiD of the 
House and not seek to frustrate 
its passage by means of proce- 
dural delays. 

Tt is those m this House and 
in the Lords who seek to sabo- 
tage the BilL not this Govern- 
ment, who will be preventing 
this private member’s Bill 
reaching the statute book. “We 
are keeping this matter open to. 
review for the future." 

Mr Blair is anxious to avoid 
being accused of breaking elec- 
tion promises over banning fax- 
hunting, and Mr Foster was 
careful to stress that the Prime 
Minister had fulfilled the man- 
ifesto commitment to allow a 
free vote with yesterday’s de- 
bate. 

The noisy and impassioned 
debate over the Bill crossed par- 
ty lines. The highlight came 
when Labour MPs cheered and 
applauded a sparkling speech by 
Ann Widdecombe, the former 
Tbiy prises minister, and a sup- 
porter of the BflL 

Given a hero’s welcome by 


jubilant supporters outside the 
Commons, some of whom were 
weeping with joy, Mr Foster 
said: “The size of the vote re- 
ally indicates that this is going 
to become law. 

. “They will try (to sabotage 
it) but we have the moral man- 
date. The world now knows that 
• in this country, the days of 
hunting are doomed.” 

Tbny Banks, the sports min- 
ister and the most outspoken 
supporter of the ban on fox- 
hunting in the Government, 
told The Independent: “My feel- 
ing is that we will see .the end 
of foxhunting during the bourse 
of this Parliament. 

“This vote today and the ex- 
pressions of support throughout 
the country wiH assist us in mak- 
ing sure that happens. I can well 
understand why on this occasion 
no guarantees (of Government 
time) can be given but this will 
give a dear steer to the Gov- 
ernment this is something we 
have to do.” 

The Union of Country 
Sports Workers and Country- 
side Alliance, which had or- 
ganised a vigO and meeting at 
the Queen Elizabeth conference 
centre, had prepared the '600 
people attending for a defeat. 
Many were expecting a greater 
majority. 

This was stressed by Labour 
peer Baroness Mallalieu, who 
told them: “It is the bad news 
we have been waiting for but it 
is not a bigger majority than 
we've had before.” 


Advexmemcnt 


Why Does Your 
Memory 
Fail You? 

A WORLD-FAMOUS 
memory expert, who has 
trained industrialists, 
trades unionists, business- 
men, professional men, 
salesmen, housewives and 

irhlJanffl 4-n -S-ww, . 4.L 


students to improve their 
memories, once said: 

“Many people are embar- 
rassed by a poor memory, 
and find difficulty in concen- 
trating; whilst others realise 
that they lose business, aca- 
demic and social opportuni- 
ties not only because they 
cannot remember accurately 
erything they see, hear or 
ad, bat also because they 
cannot think, or express their 
thoughts clearly, logically 
and concisely. Some seek 
advice, but many do not, 
mainl y because they believe 
their memories cannot be 
improved." 

Simple Technique 

And yet, he went on to 
explain, he has devised a 
simple technique which can 
improve even the poorest 
memory. What’s more, it ***** 
even work like magic to give 
in added poise, self-confi- 
mce and greater personal 
effectiveness- Everyone owes 
it to himself to find out more 
about this method. 

Rapid Results 

According to this remark- 
able man, anyone — regard- 
less of his present alnll — 
could, in just 20 minutes a 
'day, improve his memory 
and concentration to a 
remarkable degree. For 
e x ample, yon need never for- 



get another ai 

ever! You could learn wampji 
feces, facts, figures «~nd for 
eign languages faster thai 
you ever thought possible 
You may be able to imprin 
whole books on your memory 
after a single reading. Yoi 
could be more successful ii 
your studies and examina 
turns. At parties and dinner 
you may never again be at j 
loss for appropriate words o 
entertaining stories. In feet 
you could even be morr 
poised and self-confident ii 
everything you say and rin 

Free 

To acquaint all readers o 
The Independent with th 
easy-to-follow rules for deve] 
oping skill in remembering 
we, the publishers,, hav. 
printed mil details of thi 
interesting self-trainin; 
method in a fascinatini 
book, “Adventures ii 
Memory”, Bent free oi 
request. No obligation. N 

salesman will caH Just fill i 

and return the coupon o: 
Page 8 (you dont even nee 
to stamp your envelope), o 
write to:- Memory an> 
Concentration Studies (Deni 
IDM67), FREEPOST 19* 
Manchester M60 3DL. 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Game's up as toy firm 
targets bigger boys 


The Fat Controller had a middle-aged spread, Thomas was most likely 
bilked up oq lager, and the Flying Scotsman was probably speeding home 
to play with his train seL 

We had always suspected that toys were not for the boys, but yester- 
day Hornby Railways confirmed it: For years they have been making train 
sets not for little lads, but for their fathers. 

The admission, which will make many a doting dad blush, was made 
by the company yesterday when it also admitted targeting Scalextric at 
men and not their sons. 

Announcing its half-yearly results, the company said its marketing strat- 
egy now involved aiming for serious enthusiasts with serious money - ma- 
ture adults. They are the ones who can fork out on lengthy, complicated 
stretches of track, decorative stations and elaborate landscaping. 

While the image of the toy railway (below) is still one of wide-eyed 
youngsters in shorts and 1950s haircuts, the reality is quite different. The 
boys might get a look-in for five minutes, but they soon get elbowed out 
of the way by dad. 

Peter Newey, the company chairman, said most railway sets are no longer 
sold through toy shops but through model stores where adult modellers 
and collectors congregate. 




Fpdand Ewart McGregor, who will play Lisa and Nick Leeson in the forthcoming film 

■■ •• •. . •• 

ting’ star gets set to break the bank 


“How do you define a toy?” he asked. “In the main they are bought 
ty mature men. not by children. They go to collectors or enthusiasts who 
mi them into model layouts. 

“Most of our sets are bought by men for their sons in anticipation of 
ilaying with them themselves, I am sure.” 

The models have changed as much as the marketing strategy. Nostal- 
gic 14-year-old schoolboys can still buy the Flying Scotsman , but the most 
popular train is the Inter-City 125. And, in deference to privatisation, it 
row comes in the livery of Virgin and GNER. 

Your Thatcherite realist is able to buy a gleaming model of the Eu- 
ostar, although it is not dear whether the company makes slow stretch- 
's of track for the imaginary British side and foster rads for the French 
ection. 

For serious anoraks, privatisation junkies or plain old sad purists, there 
re also models of suburban Nelworker carriages done out in the livery 
»f local stretches like the Chiltem line. 

Scalextric, too, is being aimed at the more serious collector of longer 
nore complicated sections of track. The models are produced with metic- 
tlous attention to detail - in all but one respect The company would nev- 
r cany tobacco advertising on its Formula One cars, not even for a £lm. 
tung from Bemie Ecclestone. 

‘Absolutely no way," said marketing manager Simon Kohler. “Vfe stopped 
bat round about 1972 with the JPS [John Player Special] car. Last sea- 
on, there were some cars carrying very subtle advertising, like an R with 
question mark for Rothmans. We wouldn't even do that It’s much too 
ear the mark.” 

It is the trains, however, that still cause the hearts of many a middle- 
ged man to miss a beat And they are realistic in more ways than one; 
tey even reflect the financial ups and downs of life in the public trans- 
ort private sector. Hornby’s pre-tax profits fell from £l.lm a year ago to 
973,000 in the half year to 30 September. Sales were down from £13. lm 
j £11. Im. — Steve Boggan 

Business, page 26 


Roguejhider, the £8m feature film based on the rise 
and fall of futures" trader Nick Leeson, has begun 
filming with Trainspotting star Ewan McGregor 
pteyingibe man who brought down the world's old- 
est merchant bank. 

The film, which will open early in 1999, is based 
on Leeson’s best-selling autobiography of the same 
name. McGregor stars opposite Anna Frielas his wife 
lisa in tbe movie charting his loss of £S50m, which 
* t rigge red the collapse of Barings Rank, his flight from 
justice and bis six-year jail sentence. 

The stare are said to have adopted “Essex-style” 
accents for their roles, and Friel has substituted her 
trademark long brunette hair for l isa Leeson’s short 
blonde bob. 

The real-life couple wed in Kent but producers 
used Pembroke Lodge in Richmond Park, south-west 
London, for the scene in which the couple many, 
which was shot this week. 

Filming moved to Gatwick airport yesterday and 
stays in and around London until Christmas, when 
it moves to Malaysia and Singapore, where Leeson 
met his downfall. 

Leeson, 29, ran up enormous trading losses at Bor- 
ings Bank in Singapore, and finally fled. But be was 
arrested, returned to Singapore, and imprisoned. 


Producer Paul Raphael said: “It is rollercoaster 
of a film about a streetwise guy who just got way out 
of his depth.. Anyone can imagine themselves as Nick 
Leeson, and it contains classic dramatic elements," 
be said. ‘ 

“Ewan is perfect for this part -it’s the sort of role 
Gary Oldman could have played 10 years ago. He 
is a contemporary lad. Anna is going to be a huge 
star, she is tremendous.” 

T jga and Nick Leeson married in 1992, but by Feb- 
ruary 1995 their relationship was plunged into dis- 
aster. Recent reports have suggested that Lisa 
Leeson, 29, no longer visits her husband regularly.- 
“Our story is romantic in many ways. If things had 
gone a little differently for Nick and Usa they might 
be very happy and very rich by now,” Mr Raphael 
said. 

The rogue trader's decision to publish his auto- 
biography caused concern that it would glamorise 
his crime. The possibility that the film might do the 
same did not appear to worry the producer. He ex- 
pressed hope yesterday that a shorter sentence might 
ensure his presence at the opening. 

“I hope we can get Nick along to the premiere - 
it would be wonderful," Mr Raphael said. ■ 

— Jofo Moyes 


Dying ex-serviceman denied right to sue MoD 


D ex-serviceman suffering incurable lung cancer con- 
yfractfcd after being exposed to asbestos dust as a Roy- 
>, r al Navy engineer cannot claim compensation, three 
$%Bidsf3^j\ppeal judges ruled yesterday. * 

• Lawyers acting for Ronald Quinn had aigued that 
civilian employees of the Ministry of Defence are able 
to sue for damages and it was unjust that militaiy per- 
sonnel cannot But Lord Justice Swinlon Thomas said 
' he “could see no reason" to change regulations bar- 
ring servicemen from claiming against the Ministry 
of Defence for personal injury. 

• Mr Quinn, 65, of Holbeck, Leeds, who served from 
1949 to 1956, is the first ex-serviceman to challenge 
whether the immunity clause of the Crown Pro- 
ceedings Act applies to serving members of the forces 
who were exposed to asbestos dust. During his time 
with tbe Navy, he carried out service work on ships’ 


boilers, stripping or removing lagging which contained 
asbestos. He was forced to retire from work in 1979 
and in 1982 was diagnosed as having malignant 
mesothelioma. He is now seriously fll. 

The Crown Proceedings Act, covering damages 
actions against the Crown, exdudes members of the 
armed forces from daiming if it resulted from the con- 
dition of the “land, premises, ship, aircraft or vehi- 
des" supplied by the MoD. The appeal judges ruled 
that Mr Quinn suffered his injury “in consequence 
of the nature or condition of the ship" and therefore 
his action fails. They also threw out an alternative ar- 
gument that there was an employment contract be- 
tween Mr Quinn and the MoD. which had acted 
negligently. 

Lawyers for Mr Quinn are to petition the House 
of Lords in an attempt to challenge the judgment. 


How to wash . 

V') 
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hard floors at i 


150 mph. 


The new VAX Sahara is a revolution in hard floor 
cleaning. It washes and dries hard floors in one 
simple action. 

Using VAX's unique Hydrodry technology™ flic 
Sahara works by scrubbing the floor using a 
continuous supply of rlaan solution and sa ckin g the 
dirly solution back into the machine at an 
incredible 150mph. 

Leaving the floor spotlessly clean and instantly dry 

For fafl details and names of our local stockists, 
phone our VAX Carehne free on the number belcmt 

• Washes and dries instantly 

# Safe and, hygienic 

• Quick and easy to use 

# Doubles as a vaennm cleaner 

•B 0500 112 113 
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Arable from all leading electrical retailers (UflX? 


Countess Spencer hits back at 
divorce case malice claims 


Countess Spenrer hit out yesterday 
at claims that her divorce case 
against her husband was based on 
malice. 

She issued a statement through 
her solicitors which described as 
"untrue” claims made by David 
Horton-Fawkes, Earl Spencer’s 
business manager, that she was 
using the divorce hearing to make 
malicious allegations and to 
make money. 

Mr Horton-Fawkes made his 
statement outside the High Court 
in Cape Town on Thursday. He said 
Lady Spencer “has been persuad- 
ed or advised to use this public fo- 
rum and the protection of open 
court to make malicious and untrue 
allegations against Charles Ithu 
earl] for financial gain". 

But in her statement, the count- 
ess said: “1 simply wish to state in 
response to what is said by - or 
perhaps through - Mr Horton- 
Fawkes that it is m material respects 
quite untrue. 

“My husband chose to sue me 
in South Africa for divorce and for 


the custody of our four small chil- 
dren in South Africa, without 
warning, when we had been in- 
volved in negotiations through our 
English solicitors for many months, 
with a clear view to a divorce in 
England. 

“My struggle before the Cape 
Town court is to have my future, 
and that of my children, determined 
by the law of the land where we 
were bora and to which we shall re- 
turn." 

Earlier, one of the women with 
whom Lord Spencer is alleged to 
have had an affair leapt lu the de- 
fence of the countess. 

Sally Ann Lasson said of Mr 
Hor inn -Fawkes’s attack: "Well, 
it's his [Lord Spencer's j little side- 
kick. in his anaemic lackey way, 
ttying to justify the fact that this 
man who has over £100m won’t 
write a little, tiny cheque to his 
wife. 

“And then blaming the wife for 
going to court to get publicity, 
which is preposterous." 

— Steve Boggan 


UPDATE 

HEALTH 

Sex habits unchanged by fear of Aids 


i say they wony about Aids 

Says practises safer sex, ac- 


Rnir out of five sexually active adults in^ 
to some degree - but less than one in 

“SSiake the lead in saf^sex iJbM « * 
nore the risks, the survey commissioned to mark Wor d Aids ay 

cember by Durcx, toe condom mamificturere, found- . . . 

• Debbie Zadah, Durex brand manager, said: “People do seem to have 
heard toe safer sex message but a very ^ proportion of them .m aot 
following any of the advice. Aids is a worldwide epidemic - no manhe 
realfysuxe of a new partner's sexual hijoiy, and to have unprotected sex 

is an unnecessary risk to sexual health.” L.— 

The survey found that more than nine out of ten people knew that HIV 
isa sexually transmitted Infecttopbut only a third were aware thaX dilaray- 

dia, wfddican lead to pelvic infection and mfertflity, B 

V . —Jeremy Laurence, Health Editor 


ROYAL MAIL 

Posting the seasonal message 

Christmas cards trarelling across the globe should be in the post by 
6 December, the Royal Mjtfl said yesterday. 

Cards and letters beingSent to addresses within Europe should be post- 
ed by 13 December to afave before Christmas Day. Inland second-class 





letters and cards should be sent by 18 December. For first-class mail. thq. 
last posting date to be sure of pre-Christmas delivery in tbe UK is 21 Der 
cerabef. The Royal Mail is expecting to handle more than two billion cards 
by 25 December. “The message, as always, is to post early and please tcs- 
member- to use the full address,” said Royal Mail spokesman Mike Hilder. 

HEALTH SERVICES . .. 

Mental hospitals provision slashed 

Tbe number of available beds in mental illness wards in National Health 
Service hospitals has dropped by almost 50,000 since 1980, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The average daily number of beds available to treat toe mentally ill has 
dropped from 87,396 to the 1996-97 figure of 37,624. Tbe figures were re- 
vealed in a written answer to Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat MP for 
Southwark and Bermondsey, from Paul Boateng, health mioister^qtonppK 
sponsibility for mental health. The huge drop stems from the formergOf^ 
eminent's policy of treating the menially ill in the community, rather than 
in institutions. — Jojo Moyes 

■ * i “ §1 

SOCI ETY ‘ ..-'"y/ 

j 

Grandparents sold short at Christmas 

Grandparents get a rough deal when it comes to Christmas presents, ac- 
cording to figures published yesterday. 

The average grandmother receives presents worth £20.66 from mem- 
bers of the family while granddad does even worse with an average of just 
£18.24. Compared to the average of £51 spent on other members of the 
family, older relatives are definitely doing tbe giving rather than tbe tak- 
ing in tbe season of goodwill. : 

The survey, by Goldfish, the credit card company, showed that children 
under 12 were in for the best time at Christinas. On average, they receive 
£75 worth of presents from each of their parents. 
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as second Luxor body goes missing 


Attempts to bring home 
the bodies of victims of 
an Egyptian tragedy 
descended Into farce 
yesterday, with the 
revelation that a second 
body from a family of 
victims had disappeared. 
Esther Leach and jojo 
Mayes report on the 
agony lacing relatives. 

The Foreign Office was yester- 
day urgently attempting to slop 
further funerals of Lhc victims 
of the Luxor massacre, as a 
coroner admitted he had “no 
idea” what had happened to the 
body of Karina Turner. 


A body Down back lo Hali- 
fax. 'SVfest Yorkshire, was be- 
lieved to have been that of the 
24-year-old air stewardess. Bui 
James 'Turnbull, the assistant 
deputy boroner for West York- 
shire, sa£d yesterday that denial 
records proved the body was not 
Ms Turner's. He said it was pos- 
sible that her body might already 
have been buried or cremated. 

It followed a similar mix-up 
earlier this week, when it 
emerged that the body identi- 
fied as that of Ms Turner’s 
mother, Mrs Joan Turner, was 
in fact that of a Swiss citizen. 
Her body has been located in 
Zurich. Yesterday Mr Turnbull 
described the situation as “to- 
tal chaos” and said relatives 
were suffering “indescribable 


distress”. “I find it very hard lo 
imagine the feelings of the 
Turner family I can't express 
deeply enough my concern and 
sympathy for them. I will move 
heaven and earth to get the 
body of Joan Tbmer back lo this 
country and lo locale that of Ka- 
rina Timer.” He added that he 
had known nothing like ilinhis 
30-year service as a coroner. 

“Very urgent attempts are 
being made by the Foreign Of- 
fice to prevent funerals of 
younger women until the body 
of Karina Timer is located." 

Ms Tinner, her mother and 
her five-year-old daughter 
Shaunnah were all lulled last 
week when militant Islamic 
gunmen opened fire on tourists 
visiting ancient monuments at 


Luxor. Mr Turnbull said there 
was no doubt about the identi- 
fication of the body of 
Shaunnah Tuner. 

He added he had no idea of 
the identification of the two 
bodies now under his care but 
that be would be investigating 

The funeral of all three 
members of the Turner family 
was to have taken place last 
Thursday at St Bartholomew's 
Church near their borne in 
Rippondcn, west Yorkshire. 

Mr Tirabull said because of 
the international nature of the 
investigations, it could be weeks 
before relatives of the Timer 
family could lay their loved 
ones lo rest The Foreign Office 
said its first step would be to es- 


tablish the whereabouts of the 
body of Karina Tuner, and 
added that the Swiss authorities 
had confirmed that the body of 
Joan Timer would be returned 
as soon as posable. 

The max-up aver the bodies 
is deeply distressing for the 
families and embarrassing for 
the British and Egyptian au- 
thorities. But the authorities 
faced numerous difficulties in 
the immediate aftermath of 
the massacre. Initial identifica- 
tion was carried out by tour op- 
erators First Choice but it was 
not possiole to cross-check with 
the victims’ passports. 

Although full details have 
not emerged because of concern 
for family sensitivities, most 
victims suffered extensive In- 


juries, which made identification 
difficult. Mr Turnbull said the 
visual identification was carried 
out by famili es under very dif- 
ficult arcurnstances “I have said 
before that in the circumstances 
of this tragedy identification by 
these means is never easy and 
one must not offer any criticism 
either of the procedure or of the 
identifying person.” 

The Foreign Office is inves- 
tigating reports that the bodies 
of a British couple killed in the 
massacre were looted before 
they were returned to Britain. 
A spokesman said that Paul 
Wigham, son of George, 69, ami 
Ivy Wigham, 71 asked for help 
in locating items of jewellery 
and a wallet which he said were 
not with his parents’ bodies. 



Legal joint: the Dutch system of being allowed to use cannabis in ’coffee shops’ has been called into question 
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Ecstasy threatens Dutch drugs strategy ^ me. shivery a vat ^ 


For the past twenty 
years people have been 
able to eat, drink or 
smoke cannabis in 
’coffee shops' In. the 
Netherlands. But, as 
Jason Bennetto discovered, 
a. system designed to 
keep hard and soft drug 
users apart is under 
threat from an ecstasy 
epidemic. The solution 
may be to decriminalise 
possession of ecstasy. 

The selection on offer was im- 
pressive. Dozens of tiny plas- 
tic bags containing such 
mind-blowing substances as 
Jamaica Gold, Zero Zero and 
•Purple Haze were hung m 
neat rows like a supermarket 
spice rack. Below in plastic 
strawberry containers, for your 

tXMvemence, were ready-rolled 

joints of cannabjs and power- 
ful -stamk weed”. The label on 
the wooden drugs ‘ 

■boasted “official junk dealer". 
; The audience was equally 
impressive. Among the cus- 
tomers bathed m the sweet 

smell of dope was a senior po- 
Ece officer, a governmeniprcs- 
. ecutor, and council officud 
wearing dark suits an 

^visit to GenmJSrait's 

taTe Hague, which ™gh> 
more accura^ he called a 


drugs bar, was the Dutch gov- 
ernment’s attempt at clarifying 
their much-maligned drugs 
policy. 

By British standards the 
* Dutch not only think the un- 
thinkable, they actually cany it 
oul More unusually they are. 
honest enough to admit their 
failures and compromises. 

For many years their system 
of licensed “coffee bars" where 
punters can buy and use very 
small amounts of cannabis 
without fear of police harass- 
ment has keep soft drug con- 
sumers away from dealers bf 
hard narcotics. But the rise in 
popularity of ecstasy with tens 
of thousands of Dutch youths, 
using the dance drug and new 
“eco-substances" such as mag- 
ic mushrooms has undermined 
that policy and called into 
question the entire coffee shop 


system. 

lo a- further twist a recent 
police clam pd own against ec- 
stasy producers has resulted in 
traffickers mixing the drug 
with other substances, includ- 
ing amphetamines (Speed) 
which unlike ecstasy is addic- 
tive. 

The Dutch have long prid- 
ed themselves on their pro- 
gressive approach to drugs. 
They argue that although they 
have a more liberal attitude to 
illegal substances the rate of 
cannabis use in the Nether- 
lands is low compared to oth- 
er European countries, 
particularly Britain. They also 
have a relatively low level of 
HTV sufferers, drug deaths, and 
heroin addicts who are be- 
coming increasingly old - the 
average age is now 36 -because 
there are so few new young ro- 


cruits. 

But the popularity of Ec- 
stasy among the country’s 15 
million population is blurring 
the differences between bard 
and soft drug users. Up to 
500,000 people in the Nether- 
lands are estimated to have tak- 
en Ecstasy, although only six 
are believed to have died from 
the side effects. 

The Netherlands is the cen- 
tre for ecstasy production in 
Europe with Britain being one 
of its major dients. New laws 
have been introduced which 
enable the authorities to con- 
vict drug manufacturers caught 
with just the ingredients rather 
than the finished product But 
the government admits it is 
struggling to prevent young 
people using the drug and 
therefore risking contact with 
other substances such as co- 


caine, speed and heroin. New 
“eco drug" shops have also 
started to spring up selling 
natural highs such as mush- 
rooms and vitamins. 

Bob Keizer, head of the De- 
partment of Addiction Care at 
the Dutch Ministry of Health 
yesterday questioned whether 
the government could contin- 
ue to maintain “the old-fash- 
ioned approach of separating 
the two (soft and hard drug) 
markets." He added: "We re- 
alise we can’t go on forever 
with this policy if we do not do 
anything about ecstasy." 

Jaap Fransman, director of 
the Division of Youth and 
Mental Health Care in Ams- 
terdam is equally pessimistic, 
describing the availability of ec- 
stasy as an “epidemic". Health 
officials are concerned at the 
variety of substances being cut 


The coffee-shop highs for a low country 


THERE are about 1,200 so-called coffee 

shops In the Netherlands where customers 

are able openly to buy cannabis resin - 

hashish - or the dried hemp “weed". 

Technically it is illegal to buy or sell any 
cannabis, but Dutch authorities turn a blind 
eye to anyone using small quantities of the 
drug in licensed coffee shops providing 
they obey certain rules. 

Only people aged B or above cang° 

into the premises and buy cannabis. They 

can only purchase five grams a day - 

enough for about 15 cannabsrigare^s - 

which costas Rule as about £3-50- The ^ 
drug should be consumed, either smokeo 


with t ob a c co, dissolved in coffee or eaten 
baked in a cake, on the premises, although 
this is often ignored and there Is nothing to 
stop people gptng to several shops in a an- 
gle day. Drug-users are offered a wide 
range of cannabis products from around 
the world including ready-made joints and 
die super-strong Dutch weed called skunk. 
Prices are listed on a menu board. 

Anyone caught on the s t reet with a 
small amount of cannabis will not be prose- 
cuted. The shop owners must wily keep 
500 grams on the premises and are not al- 
lowed to advertise. Following complaints 
about anri-sodal behaviour and fears that 


they were becoming too numerous, the 
number of shops which are based in bars 
and cafes have been reduced by abouc S 
per cent since 1995 with about SO in Ams- 
terdam. The quantity that individuals can 
buy was also reduced from 30 grams. It is 
illegal for owners to buy cannabis fr o m 
traffickers, however this has also been in 
effect decriminalised, with the police' usual- 
ly ignoring sales from professional dealers, 
amateurs who have grown It at home, and 
backpackers. The coffee shop owners ham 
their own union and most must dedde by 
2000 whether ts sell either alcohol or 
drugs but not both. 


into ecstasy tablets to bulk 
them oul 

In an attempt to deal with 
this problem the Dutch have 
come up with a typically schiz- 
ophrenic policy. While classi- 
fying ecstasy as a Class A hard 
drug, they have allowed local 
authorities to licence large 
house parties in which ecstasy 
is taken. W hile there is some- 
one to frisk people going into 
the party - this is supposed to 
weed out any dealers with 
large numbers of tablets - it is 
easy to smuggle in drugs. 

Anyone caught will have 
their tablets confiscated. Pros- 
ecution usually only takes place 
where .significant amounts are 
found. Once inside, expeits are 
on hand to provide instant test- 
ing of the Ecstasy and advice on 
what the tablet contains in an 
attempt to spot dangerous con- 
coctions. Once diagnosed the 
tablet is returned to its owner. 

The Dutch authorities are 
now having to rethink their pol- 
icy on ecstasy and are consid- 
ering whether, like cannabis, it 
should be decriminalised in 
small quantities. 

Meanwhile back at the 
Creamer coffee shop the own- 
er, Mr SmiL believes the rest 
of the world is missing out on 
the Dutch experience. He ex- 
plains: “B01 Clinton was about 
500 metres from here the oth- 
er day when he visited the Roy- 
al Pfclace. People were in here 
smoking joints having a good 
time.” Unlike the American 
President, they did mhafe . 
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National in 
dean sweep 
of awards 


Former National 
Theatre director Sir 
Richard Eyre won two 
accolades and saw his 
company carry off the 
main prizes at 
yesterday's Evening 
Standard Drama Awards. 
David Lister, Arts News 
Editor, watched another 
moment of triumph for 
Sir Richard. 


It was the biggest clean 
sweep in the 42-year history of 
the event. 

Sir Richard Eyre was pre- 
sented with a special award by 
actor Paul Scofield for the 
decade of his directorship, 
1 988- ] 997, and was also named 
best director for his productions 
of King Lear and The Invention 
of Love at an awards ceremo- 
ny in which the National fea- 
tured strongly. 

Ian Holm was named best 
actor for his National Theatre 
King Lear, and Tom Stoppard 
collected the best play trophy 
for Tiie Invention of Love. 

Patrick Marber took the 
best comedy award for Closer - 
another NT production - and 
the award for best musical went 
to Lady In the Dark by Kurt 
Weill, ira Gershwin and Moss 
Hart, which was staged at the 
National. 

A highlight of the awards 
ceremony came when Dame 
Maggie Smith presented the 
best actress award Eileen 
Atkins for her performance in 
A Delicate Balance at the Hay- 
market Theatre, where she co- 
stars with Dame Maggie. 
Ridiculing a report that the two 
of them were not speaking. 
Dame Maggie recalled how 
they had known each other 
since their youth, and had de- 


liberately sought a play to act 
in together. Such rumours were, 
she suggested, a hazard for ac- 
tresses. "No one ever says, ‘ooh 
have you heard Othello's not 
getting on with Tago,’ “ she ob- 
served. 

While the awards ceremony 
had its usual upbeat atmos- 
pherc, much of the talk among 
the actors and actresses at- 
tending was about'jhe current 
Equity strike in which many of 
them are involved, l/nion mem- 
bers are refusing to do voice 
overs and other commercials for 
television following a decision 
by the Institute of Practioncrs 
hi Advertising to reduce dras- 
tically repeal fees, culling sub- 
stantial earnings for many 
performers. 

The award for most promis- 
ing playwright went to Conor 
McPherson for The Heir, staged 
by the Royal court. 

Jonathan Harmswonh, son 
of Lord Rothermere, chairman 
of The Daily Mail and General 
Trust, publishers of the Evening 
Standard , introduced The Pa- 
tricia Rothermere Award, cre- 
ated by Lord Rothermere in 
memory of his first wife. 

It is a two-part award. The 
first part went to Dame Judt 
Dench in recognition of her ser- 
vices to theatre. The second, a 
scholarship allowing a drama 
student to take his or her place 
at drama school when they had 
no other funding, was won by 
23-year-old Mark Rice-Oxley 
from Liverpool 

Ned Shenin hosted the cer- 
emony at The Savoy Hotel 
central London. 

Sir Richard Eyre’s King 
Lear is to be filmed for BBC2’s 
Performance programme. The 
three-week shoot, with Jan 
Holm as King Lear and most of 
the Royal National Theatre 
production cast unchanged, 
starts on Monday. It will be 
screened next year. 


How a slice of Hollywood’s feelgood factor helps cure the soul 


Red benefit: Bemie Wooder, a psychotherapist, says The Wizard Of Ot, can help children: ‘It b a wonderful film because 
it shows that by being open and friendly to yourself and others, fife can.be happier 1 Photograph: London Features 


The Wizard of Oz is 
therapeutic for children; 
Rebecca is prescribed for 
ailing marriages. Pretty 
Woman can help a girl 
with boyfriend 
problems. Dadd Lister 
talks to Britain's first 
fUm therapist. 


MGM, one of the world’s 
biggest and best-known film 
studios, has asked a Hertford- 
shire therapist to endorse its 
classic children's Ghn The Wiz- 
ard Of Oz. 

When' the studio releases 
the film, digitally remastered 
on video this Christmas, it will 
come complete with a bill of 
health from the psychothera- 
pist Bemie Wooder. MGM 
announced yesterday that Mr 
Wooder thinks The Wizard Of 
Oz "makes excellent viewing 
for responsible parents who are 
interested in the healthy emo- 
tional development of their 
children". 

It is the first time a studio 
has commissioned a psycho- 
therapist, Britain's only film 
therapist, to endorse a film. 

The report Mr Wooder sent 

to MGM, entitled “The Wiz- 
ard Of Oz: As Seen From A 
Therapeutic Perspective", 
breaks down the Judy Garland 
film scene by scene and con- 
cludes that the cast is bursting 
with role models for children. 

In Mr Wooder’s words, 
"The Wizard Of Oz is a won- 
derful film because it shows 
that by being open and friend- 
ly to yourself and others, life 
can be happier ... They [the 
characters] are helpful role 
models for identifying those 
different parts of ourselves 
which are simil ar to these char- 
acters, ie woolly headed and 
unintelligent (Scarecrow), me- 
chanical and going through 
the motions (Tin Mas) and 
tense and frightened (Lion). It 
also portrays love and sharing 
in a joint quest." 

At his clinic in Boreharo- 
wood near the old film studios 
alElstree, Mr Wooder, 57, who 


is registered with the UK 
Council of Therapists, de- 
* scribed yesterday how bis love 
of films and use of them in 
treating depression and other 
problems, bad changed his pa- 
tients’ lives. 

“This is not a gimmick," he 
said. “I'm sure everyone can 
think of a film that has moved 
t he m in some way. It’s the 
sense of why and where it has 
moved you which is the spring- 
board from where we start. 

“For example, I was work- 
ing with someone who wanted 
commitment from her 
boyfriend and couldn’t get it, 
and she wasn't going to short- 
change herself. I got her to see 
the film Pretty Woman where 
Julia Roberts says: ’[ want the 
fill! commitment, I want the 
fairy tale.’ She saw it over and • 
over again. 

.“Then there was a busi- 
nessman who came to me quite 
depressed. He was a worka- 
holic, but every time be 
achieved a project it lost its 
original promise. It dated from 
his parents pushing him when 
he was young. I told him to see 
The Color Purple, the scene 
where Whoopi Goldberg is 
acknowledged publicly for who 
she was, a H uman being. That 
kind of acknowledgment was 
what he needed He went to ' 
see it eight times and was con- 
vulsed with sobs. His energies 
were refocused. It changed 
his life " 

F ilms that Mr Wooder par- 
ticularly recommends for their 
therapeutic values include: It 's 
A Wonderful Life with James 
Stewart, “brilliant for self-es- 
teem"; Rebecca, “I recom- 
mend couples in second 
marriages who are having 
problems with one person feel- 
ing haunted by the shadow of 
a previous partner, to watch it 
together. It’s a very good aid 
to communication". 

Mr Wooder is new trying to 
persuade MGM to setup a “so- 
cial concern division'*, devot- 
ed to putting out films that will 
help people. He said: “My 
mission is to get the whole per- 
spective of viewing films and 
videos in a healing way.” ' 
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SMABTSUITE 97 


1-2-f 

spreadslieet 

WORD PRO 


word processoi 


approach 


freelahce graphics 
preseouilon grapdlcs 
ORGANIZER 
: time managemeM 
SCREE SCAM 
multimedia tool 


IPO 


Talk about a good offer. For a limited 
period, buy Lotus SmartSuite 97 ter IIS’ 
and lBIfis Simply Speaking (rip £49) comes 
frea Loins SmartSuite 97 has ready-male 
templates and in-bullt Internet access. 
And now it's safer than ever, thanks to 
IBM AntiVirus that we're also ottering ter 
free as part of thfs promotion. 

When you're running SmartSuite 97 with 
Simply Speaking, your voice appears as 
worts on the screen. So producing reports 
and presentations, even publishing onto 
the Internet, with Lotus SmartSufte 97, 
becomes as natural as talking rtsetf. 

lb order, cah us on 08M 123 222, or pop . 
In ter a chat with your local dealer or visit 
our website at www-totnjLewiiAk 
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BTUS SMABTSUITE 97 AND IBM SIMPLY SPEAKING £15! 
NOW WITH IBM ANTIVIRUS FREE 
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THs vendter aatfties yaa to IBM AotiViras FREE ftnp£3&2S) whea 
yoa buy the boxed Lotas SnartSnite 97/IBM Simply Speakfag set 
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compa^^ppraa. Rolls Royc^md Tesco^ 

wilhoul -%rete M initial 0* 

withdrawal pay^you could save as mushi 
as £300* on ^^g.OQO single 'fwvestment. And 
prefer to invest Smaller amount on a regular llj&re, a 
you can - from as lif&^s £25 per month. Call us noi^j* 
on the number below wither details. 

Lines are open 8a 

Bank Holidays} and 10am-2pm 

"Baled on a £6,000 Lump Sum Imcsimeni in a PEP chaigNng SS frdWIeft'''" 

Midland Bank 

Afeitfxr HSBC Group 
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HOME OFFICE 


OFFICE PACKAGES 


REFERENCE 


Microsoft 


[OS 
E 

ESSENTIALS 98 

The total solution for your 
home PC needs. Contains 
Microsoft Word 97, Works 
43, Money 98, En carta 
World Atlas and 
Entertainment Pack. 


DISCOVERIES OF 
THE WORLD 

Discover the great adventures 1 of 
the world on 5 CD-ROMS, with . 
this time trayd encyclopedia that 
allows you to be present at 
important historical events from 
the dawn of time to the present 
day. 
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Detects and removes today's viruses, 

^Tr^e^on.^ 055 ' " £49.99 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SCIENCE V2 

A compelling new verson of _« 
this Uvefy reference source. U 



FREE IBM WORLD BOOK 
(Worth £24.99) 


^3 


£27.99 


Hnis l 


£3999 


with this 


Dictate documents into 
MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 SMALL your PC using continuous 

BUSINESS EDITION UPGRADE speech with IBM's 

Specifically designed to meet the newest and fastest 

needs of small businesses. tl/S software. 



ROUTE 

PLANNER 

m 


FAMILY 
H EALTH 


mXl 


finance! design 


»g- 

~ ' v fy 


Organise business trips 
and plan farrnh hoGffayv 
IO over 65,000 


DR HILARY JONES 


4.99 
€1939 
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BMA FAMILY HEALTH 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Makes it easy to perform key 

financial tasks, from paying 

bills to planning for the future. £29.99 




QUICKEN DELUXE V6 ' 

The UK's best selling financial 
software. 


ks r£% 


AA HOTELS & u ‘ ewr 

RESERVATIONS £19.99 


AASTREET1HASTER LONDON £49-99 







GAMES SOFTWARE 



SAGE INSTANT ACCOUNTS V4 

Accounts software, ideal for rnn 

small businesses. £9S 

MICROSOFT 

. « tysct. : 

PICTURE IT 2 

Easfiy turn good pictures 
into great pictures 
with this powerful 
photoediting package. 




EDUCATION 


KATS PHOTO SOAP 
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£49 99 


mcmr 

€2939 


CHILDRENS 


•V.-; 1 a. 


I'J tl a . :* fc 1 1 J 1 l'i 3 w >;« 

HMiT'K^yT:: 


The complete, integrated 
financial system. Helps you 
masteraJ of your finances, 
from god planning to investing. 


IMS! MASTERCL1PS 202J00 


£49.99) 


COREL DRAW 7 Upgrade 


LEISURE INTERESTS 




TOMB RAIDER II 

Starring the unstoppable Lara Croft, this 

is the much anticipated 

sequel to the best- I H Ti f m 

selling original, ^ m, 1~| JL/ 

complete with new 

moves, enemies, 

weapons and f m QQ 

puzzles. TmJm 


FIFA 98 - ROAD 1 
THE WORLD CUP 

Have you got what it takes to 
emulate Glenn Hoddle or 
Craig Brown and qualify 
your team for World Cup 98 
in France? Indudes 
commentary from Des Lynam, 

John Motson and Andy Gray. 


FOOD & DRINK IHOMES CARDEN 


new: 
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LEGO ISLAND 

Discover and explore a virtual 
Lego island in this incredible 
3D adventure, which brings 
the fun, imaginative world of 
lego to your PC 




FREE 

PENCIL CASE 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 




MR POTATO HEADS 
ACTIVITY PACK 

More fun for children in 
the world of everybody's 
favourite potato. 


r3F s “«®t 


KJ L*J 1* 


All the educational 
fun children love 
plus a chance to 
meet the gods of 
Greek mythology. 


FREE BOOK 




£29" 


ACTUA SOCCER 2 

Choose your team id play against tiie 
cream of European football in your 
own customised 
tournaments, 
leagues and cup _ 

£29.99 






Ibe cdi siH imie anas on PC X last) too an 
McCova Bbdf Sums sniartoDedad, 
sesdBogbdieste ^ _ 

1*20551 

Repficaobiilhis 

£54.99] 


action adwtut game I 


£14-99 3D LANDSCAPE 


^439 GARDEN CLUB 

SCHWARTZ WORLD CUISINE £1939 3D HOME DESIGNER 
OZ CLAHITS WINE GUIDE £1939 GARDEN DESIGNER 2/ 

COOKING ABOUND THE WORLD £1939 INTERIOR DESIGNER 
TASTE OF ITALY €1939 NATIONAL TRUST 

MICROSOFT WINE GUIDE 97 €2939 VISUAL HOME 


LIVE & KICKING qq 

Be the producer of the popular — - — ■ 

Saturday morning TV programme. £29.99 PINGU ciqm 

GOOSEBUMPS: HERCULES ACTION GAME 

rw” ATTACK OF THE MUTANT FUN SCHOOL QUAD PACK n«u 

CT4J ? Only you can stop the masked __ _ 7 u t 
£14.99 mutam from taldng o ver the wmrid. £29.99 STORTOoS^ ANIMATED 

1 — — aiRiUMiMiEL i — >WiWI> Q9.99 

£1439 


£19.99 

£2939 

£3939 



FI RACING 

Get ready to enjoy die ultimate FI 
racmg experience with the only game 

to feature real ri f fS* yi 
driven^ cats and ffK j H k'i"/* 
droits from the 

21“ £2939 


STAR WARS MONOPOLY 

Select fram one of 8 Star Was charades 
to represent you in your epic strygge to 
monapofcethe ' 

galsqt Experience 



RIVEN 

The much anticipated sequel to 
die aft-time bestseEng CD-ROM 

game.Myst. 


MUSIC 


£54.99] 


THE CURSE OF MONKEY 
ISLAND 

Nunber 3 m the dassk Monkey Island 



knowfedgaind 
jtw nciue with dm 
tart paced sports 
quiz hosted by the 
tawndaty Desmond 


FREE VIDEO 




miiilrl'lf.i 


SUCCESS IN FRENCH 

lam Franch m il 2 inte«ctfw 
no op ] ta®ons with dis upctb new 




STUDY WORLD MUtTHS 


ZZZZL 


- NF1W 0939 DISCOVERING KEYBOARDS' 

JAMES BOND £2939 DIGITAL ORCHESTRA 

ARSENAL- INSIDE HIGHBURY £2939 CUBASE 


£79 

E1293S 

£299 


FOR YOUR 

nearest store 

CALL 0990 464 464 
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Doctors scept ical over £200 gadget to make baby brainy 

^ __ ... t, ™«e ^-nrnsfvc to develop and there a 



Birth control: The development of BabyPlus reflects a national obsession with the health quick fix Photograph: Colorific 


Infection rate in NHS hospitals is 
10 times that in private sector 


You strap it to your waist for the 
last 16 weeks of pregnancy and it 
gives you a brainier baby. Or so 
the manufacturers claim. Jeremy 
Lauran ce, Health Editor, looks at 
how ambitious mothers and their 
money are soon parted. 

It is a gadget like a Walkman and it plays 
knocking and whooshing sounds through 
your expanding abdomen which are said to 
stimulate your baby's mental dcvclopment- 

The sounds mimic the mother's heart 
bust and it is the subtle differences between 
these and the real thing that are believed 
to arouse the baby’s curiosity and keep its 
brain cells developing. 

But the BabyPlus, which is made in the 
US, does not come cheap. At £202^0 it 
would pay for a lot of nappies and reflects 
a national obsession with the health qnick 
fix. Medical experts remain sceptical 

Sue Taylor, head of BabyPlus in the UK, 
said 6,000 had been sold over the past three 
years. “It kick starts the thinking process. 
1 used it with my fourth child and the im- 
provement in his attention span com- 
pared with the others is the most exciting 
thing." 

Developed by US psychologist, Brent 
Logan, the theory is that by stimulating the 
baby's brain, the device causes more nerve 
connections to be laid down so that the 
brain cells do not die off at birth. Around 



BabyPlus: The device plays sounds 
which mimic the mother’s heartbeat 


40 per cent of brain cells are said to per- 
ish because they fail to connect to other 
cells. 

Babies bom after use of the device are 
said to be more supple, more alert, with 
better muscle and head control The gad- 
get is especially popular in the Far East and 
a large research study is underway in In- 
dia and Russia. 

Ms Taylor said* “I wish it was much 
cheaper but that is just the way it works. 


It was expensive to develop and there are 
just not enough mothers wearing it. There 
are also royalties to be paid to Dr Logan.” 

Dr Sarah Brewer, a GP who is writing 
a book on pre-natal stimulation, said most 
people were sceptical of its benefits until 
they saw the results. “My son's eyes were 
open when he was bom and he had excel- 
lent head control. A lot of this is anecdo- 
tal and we are just at the stage where the 
evidence is corning in but there is enough 
for me to feel there is a benefit there. It is 
about trying to give your baby the best pos- 
sible start in life.” 

Obstetricians say there is dear evidence 
that babies respond to stimulation in the 
womb and that, once bom, a baby that is 
left unstimulated will not develop. There 
is no evidence, however, that playing 
sounds to the baby before birth in the womb 

Is beneficial. 

Dr John fiieud, spokesman for the Roy- 
al College of Obstetricians and Gynaecol- 
ogists said: “Diet and environment — 
whether the mother drinks or smokes - are 
likely to be more important for the baby's 
development than this device. It is proba- 
bly not worth the money.” 

Parents’ anxiety about their offspring 
make them ready consumers of new ideas. 
A missionary in (Tima trying to earn his fere 
home claimed to have invented a medicine 
that would produce a baby boy. The potion 
came with a money-back guarantee if it 
failed. The canny inventor only bad to re- 
turn half the money - and got rich. 


Up to one in ten NHS 
patients now acquires an 
infection while in hospi- 
tal. Roger Dobson examines 
the possible causes. 


The pressure on beds in the 
wake of the National Health Ser- 
vice reforms may be one reason 
for a rise in the number of pa- 
tients being infected in hospitals, 
according to specialists giving ev- 
idence to a House of Lords 
committee investigating the rise 
in resistance to antibiotics. 

So-called hot-bedding, where 
the same bed could be occupied 
by different people in a 24-hour 
period, may be one of the main 
causes leading to an infection 
rate 10 times that in the private 
sector. Some specialists believe 
isolation wards are now need- 
ed for infected patients. 

“There is a strong view now 


that hot-hedding. the pressure on 
beds and the necessity for mixed- 
specialty wards, arc vciy difficult 
circumstances in which to con- 
duct infection control" said Pro- 
fessor Mark CaseweU of King's 
College School of Medicine and 
Dentistry in London, who isone 
of Britain’s foremost experts on 
hospital infection control. 

Patients occupying hospital 
beds are also more likely to be 
sicker and thus more open to in- 
fection than they used to be be- 
cause of the rise in day surgery, 
which means less-serious cases 
ho longer need accommodation 

New guidelines on the con- 
trol of meihiritlin-resistant.; 
staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), . 
one of the most dangerous in- 
fections, arc being finalised 
and are expected to warn that 
more money is needed to 
counter the problem. “It has 
proved impossible to eliminate 
one of these MRSA strains 


from some of our hospitals," 
says Professor Cascwell in his 
submission to the committee. 
He says this inability is “unique 
and unnerving”. 

An article in the British Med- 
ical Journal says the latest esti- 
mates are that 10 per cent of 
hospital patients will acquire an 
infection. The private health in- 
surers Bupa says the infection 
rate in their hospitals, which 
have small wards and more side 
rooms, is less than 1 per cent 

In the report, consultant mi- 
crobiofpgjst Dr Keith Barker says 
there are a number of problems 
feeing infection-control doctors: 
“The new NHS requires rapid 
turnover of patients' and oper- 
ates under considerable financial 
pressure. Patients are sicker and 
more vulnerable to hospital-ac- 
quired infection. They are slot- 
ted into any bed and there are 
insufficient ... side rooms in 
which to isolate patients." 


He adds: “Levels of basic 
cleanliness and the general fab- 
ric of clinical areas can be poor 
... In essence, the new man- 
agement of the NHS negates ef- 
fective infection control." • 

An emerging threat is that 
several organisms are increas- 
ingly resistant to antibiotics 
and Professor CaseweU, in his 
submission to the Lords' com- 
mittee, says: “The requirement 
for isolation wards for MRSA, 
as well as other transraisable in- 
fections, has never been greater 
but senior management and 
health ministers have yet to be 
persuaded of the costs benefits 
of this investment.” 

He says the ultimate costs of 
not controlling MRSA will be a 
strong resistance to all antibi- 
otics: “In Tokyo we already 
have a hint of this with an or- 
ganism that is halfway up the 
scale to being resistant to the last 
drug we have in the armoury." 
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Machines win by a Lower classes born to 
nose in taste game life of poorer health 


Human tasters could soon be re- 
placed by electronic ones, as the 
Agriculture Minister, Dr Jack 
Cunningham discovered yes- 
terday. Scientists at the Uni- 
versity of Nottingham are 
developing an electronic “taste 
bud", which will be used to de- 
velop food with more flavour by 
analysing the aromas that form 
in our noses when we eat meals. 

Yesterday Dr Cunningham 
saw. the machine as he opened 
the university's new £23n Food 
Science building. The “elec- 
tronic taster” is being developed 

as part of a three-year project 
in which the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food is 
investing £1 20,000, half of the 
total funding. 

The aim of the project is to 
build a machine that the food 
industry can use to develop 
new products. Whereas natur- 
al foods achieve their balance 
of taste, “mouth feel" and nu- 
trition through their genes. 


manufacturers of processed 
foods face a constant struggle 
when trying to develop “low fat" 
or “low calorie" products by me- 
chanical means. This is because 
taking out fat generally means 
taking out “taste”: fats absorb 
and bold the complex aromat- 
ic compounds that we perceive 
as taste, and contribute strong- 
ly to the sensation that profes- 
sional tasters describe as 
“mouth feel" once we start 
chewing something. 

But the trouble with tasters 
is that their sense of taste varies 
from day to day. An electronic 
“nose” that can precisely eval- 
uate the aromas in different 
cbewed-up foods, and espe- 
cially in experimental ones, 
would be a valuable addition to 
the present testing regime that 
new food products undergo, 
though humans would still be 
essential in the final stage be- 
fore a food reached the shops. 

Charles Arthur, Science Editor 


Social class bas a powerful in- 
fluence on whether people grow 
up healthy or are beset by ill- 
ness, a study over 33 years bas 
confirmed. 

A follow up of 11,407 peo- 
ple born in England, Scotland 
and Whies in 1958 revealed 
strong links between social ori- 
gin and a broad spectrum of 
health risk factors. These in- 
cluded birtbweight and height, 
household overcrowding smok- 
ing and diet, breastfeeding di- 
vorce, educational achievement 
and unemployment. 

With only a few exceptions 
there were “strong significant 
trends” of increasing adverse 
ride associated with lower soda! 
classes. 

The research ere. Dr Chris 
Power and Sharon Matthews of 
the Institute of Child Health, 
Ixmdon, gathered information . 
from participants in the- study 
from birth up to the age of 33. 
They also obtained data from 


parents, teachers and doctors. 
Writing in The Lancet they con- 
cluded: “An individual’s chance 
of encountering multiple ad- 
. verse health risks throughout 
life is influenced powerfully by 
soda! position. 

“Social trends in adult-dis- 
ease risk factors do not emerge 
exclusively in mid-life but ac- 
cumulate over decades.” 

The trend towards greater 
risk with lower social dass was 
especially strong for general 
sickness, respiratory symptoms 
and psychological distress in 
both men and women. 

Key factors included ma- 
ternal and passive smoking, 
own smoking habits, and low 
consumption of fresh fruit and 
vegetables. For- each of these 
risk increased from the highest 
to the lowest class of origin. 

The authors suggested that 
pre-school care and education 
could play an important role in 
tackling the problem. 
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E-mail name scam 
costs duo £ 65 , 000 
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Two inen who profited by registering In- 
ternet “domain names'’, the essential part 
of website and e -mail addresses, belonging 
to trading giants including Sainsbuzy’s and 
the Virgin group, were facing ruin yester- 
day. They were onfered to pay £65,000 court 
costs after being banned by the High 
Court yesterday from infringing trademarks 
and “passing-off". 

Richard Conway and Julian Nicholson 
bad specialised in registering domain 
names such as “ladb rokes.com”. “mark- 
'sandspencer.com” - and even “spice- 
’ gjrls.net” and "buckinghampalace.aig” - 
: without the consent of the owners of the 
trademarks. They then wrote to the own- 

• ere offering them for sale. But Deputy Judge 
Jonathan Sumption QC ordered diem to 

( pay £65,000 of legal costs after BT Marks 
& Spencer, Ladbrokes, J Sainsbuzy and Vir- 
- gin Enterprises brought an action against 

* the duo, who had claimed that their activ- 
ity was like collecting novelty postcards. 

The judge also instructed the men to 
take steps to have the disputed names as- 
signed to the companies. He said the 
men’s activities “followed over a substan- 
tial period of time., are plainly intended 
to deceive.” - Charles Arthur, Science Etfr- 



Festive cheer; Kay Berry, one of fifty Father Christmases who travelled from all 
headquarters In Leeds yesterday. They will work in the stores over the festive period 


over Britain to imdergo training at Asdafc 
Photograph; Tim Smith 
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The Government was 
yesterday warned of 
‘storm clouds gathering*, 
around its pledge to cut 
infant classes to 30 pupils 
as new figures revealed - 
class szes rose agahi 4ast 
year. Lucy Ward, Education 
Correspondent, finds 
ministers insisting the 
promise will be 
honoured. “ 


Pressure on the government to 
succeed in its drive to recruit 
more new teachers was under- 
lined yesterday as statistics 
showed the number of pupQs 
per teacher in state schools in 
England rose in 1996 to 18.6. 

The number is up from 18 J 
pupils per teacher the previous 
year, and 173 papils per 
teacher 10 years ago. 

As the figures were released, 
the Government announced it 
is to raise die provisional re- 
cruitment target for primary 
teaching courses for nest acad- 
emic year by 4S0 trainees to 
1 1,500. The increase is designed 
to meet expected need for more 
primary teachers in order to ful- 
fil the Government' s manifesto 
commitment to cut dass sizes for 
five-, six- and seven-year-olds to 
30 or below by 2002. 

There are now almost half a 
million infant pupfls in oversized 
classes - approaching a quarter 
of all pupils in the age group - 
compared with 440,000 in 1996. 

TTie school standards min- 
ister Stephen Byers yesterday 


said the Government was still 
on target to deliver, its pledge 
on daw sizes, beginning ;Uejct 
September with £22m released 
! through the phasing out of lie 
a cgjgfpd places scheme.' That 
money, expected to pay forian 
extra 1,000 teachers, w21 be fol- 
lowed by a further £10dm die 
- following year. 

Teachers’ leaders and the 
Liberal Democrat education 
spokesman Don Foster ac- 
knowledged the class-size rise 
figures were the legacy of the 

previous government, but said 

more remedial action was need-’ 
ed. Mr Foster claimed the Gov- • 
eminent risked foiling to meet 
its pledge on dass sizes unless 
it took more robust and urgent 
action. “The storm clouds are 
gatherin g, ” he warned, cl aimin g 
the Government was caught in 
“a pincer movement” with too. 
little money to cut dass sizes and 
coo few willing recruits for ~ 
teacher training. 

The looming crisis in teacher 
supply was highligh ted earlier 
this month when it emerged 
Ibny Blair had brought in Alec 
Reed, the head of Britain's 
biggest employment agency, to 
seek out ways to tackle the 
problem. 

At the same time, shortly af- 
ter the launch of a £10m re- 
cruitment drive by the Teacher 
Training Agency, the Commons ' 
education select committee 
pointed to an 1 1 per cent drop 
in the number of undergraduates 
studying teaching, and warned 
failure to tackle the crisis could 
jeopardise the Government’s 
drive to raise standards. 


Publicly funded pupil loses 
place at top private school 


A 14-y ear-old girl accused of poor work and causing fear among 
other pupils through bullying and intimidation yesterday lost 
her publicly funded place at a girls’ private schooL 

The High Court refused to order £12300-a-year Cob ham 
HalL Kent, to take her back - even though her place was with- 
drawn and given to another girl unlawfully. 

Mr Justice Dyson said it had been a “difficult” derision. But 
it would be wrong to order the school to educate G, who can- 
not be named for legal reasons, at its own expense when sbe 
was no longer wanted and teachers claimed the move could 
prove “disastrous” for the school and G herself. 


Abortion victory for girl, 13 


A judge's decision allowing a 13-yea r-old pregnant rape vic- 
tim to travel to Britain from Ireland for an abortion has been 
upheld after a legal challenge by the girl’s parents, supported 
by pro-life groups. The Dublin High Court decided not to over- 
rule an earlier ruling in the Children’s Court It was unclear 
last night if there will be a further appeal to the Supreme Court 
early next week or if the girl would travel immediately to Britain. 


Animal group wins test case 


The UK s leading anti-vivisection group yesterday won a test 
case to prevent an animal laboratory firm using anti-stalking 
legislation to curb its protests. 

The British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV) 
had asked the High Court in London to remove its name from 
a restraining injunction served on it by Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS), which has animal testing laboratories in Cam- 
bridgeshire. Suffolk and Cheshire. 


■7 «• mm See Front Page ***„*.*, 

i Why Does Your Meznoiy Fail You?* 

WHAT THUS FREE BOOK 1 1? : ***oy and Concentration I 


I WILL SHOW YOU 
* How to iwnember names and teas! 

I Hca* to resawntar facta ana Figures! 
How to eton mam — get a bMto tou 

I Howtotawntomt 
How to concentrate end 

abMnfrafndedMMl 

I How to tocnarayow peraow WltaMncrl 
Howto speek fluently without not 
How to succeed to «wn3msoml 


— — . - .... wi -miwitemmni] j 

| p 

*“ ™ l *“* "*■ I Mo imp 


■wnory and Con 
FIcbk Maine yon Brra MBH* 78 ocfc. 1 


NAME _ 
(Mr/Hn/a 


ADDRESS- 


-Postcode- 


THE-mOUSER 
PRESSER'S GIFT 



Tod? Km? Ho-om? fo does Lb 

them to the demers, jest for 
a press? flan raty s o were 
mSsednaw. IftdWfa 

CoHjy Inwer Pres and 3 nclms 
mm^ndgA. 

Only Gofty boost sw^dwre of 
models, a free 5 year gm a rt c e 
ond a unique systosto ensure 
porfwt results wary fine. “ . 
fttos start fnnjustm ■ 


CIOIRIBIY 


IU1HS- HE- nMlSaEDQHlfi 

JffiSlPStSKSSSS. 

^BB-KwaHs-sraraia'- 
BfflPUS-QiaUHEOTOaSLEB 


• + 


^ , w ‘ 



' C '" 

' - - i. 


** 

rr~ ' 
tit- • * 


5 -. 

_ f rr 

Vm".- l‘ - ■ 14 


r z: 


• - 


^lice tur 

^dia for 


’ , 


. . - >. 































* C 




■'^tk. 


"t*** > 

.-.y* ac. ! 

' i^riie j 

, 

; 

: 

:• '** ’-stfsa . 

.; •'■■*«* f 

: 

~ ."'.^a ; 


ioses it 


**kC Skis 


: r * i:?'* TO* 5'^' * 3 1 


■ „ . f ai£ £25* 

; '■ ■ W '.3 •“* 


V r ^:^\r 


- r. 




_ A _ _ 9 /THE LAW 

\ 

\ 

\ 

Shouting taxi’ to hail a cab: an everyday illegal act for the unwitting citizen 
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It is still technically against the law to shout tad* to hail a ride; just as it is to wear wet shoes while driving 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Britons break the bcw up 
to 20 times a day, 
without even realising it, 
claims a magazine. 
Michael Streeter on the law 
in our everyday lives. 

Have you ever driven a car 
wearing wet shoes? Or bor- 
rowed a pen from the sta- 
tionery cupboard and taken it 
home? If so you may have fall- 
en foul one of the mam' un- 
witting ways to break the law 
in modern society. 

The monthly magazine Fo- 
nts, which reports odd events 
in the world of science and so- 
ciety. claims that a person's av- 
erage day is a “legal minefield" 
of which we are blissfully un- 
aware. The bad news is that a 
typical Briton, driving to work 
at an office, may break as 
many as 20 laws in a day. The 
good news is that such laws, 
many of them contained in ob- 


scure and ancient statutes, are 
often not enforced, and more 
honoured in their breach than 
their observance. Many are at 
the discretion and judgement 
of the enforcement authorities. 

In care, smokers are under 
more threat than that to their 
health. The simpfe act of stub- 
bing out a dgaretfe or lighting 
up another can lay a driver open 
to driving without due care 
and attention. Having wet shoes 
could make you unfit to drive. 

Alternative transport such 
as a taxi could bei equally 
fraught- It is still technically il- 
legal, says Focus , to shout 
“laxT to had a cab. Once at the 
office the problems do not 
end; taking home a pen\ from 
the office can lead to a*. theft 
charge while a “free" coffees or 
cup of water at work should be 
declared to the Inland Reven ue 
as a taxable benefit. 

As we approach the festive 
season, there are lessons to be: 
learnt by the law enforcers 


Ubemselves. It is, under old 
statute, apparently still unlaw- 
ful for the police and other 
emergency services to work 
on Christmas Day, while even 
more oddly serving more than 
three courses for Christmas 

dinner is also against an old law. 

The further back the laws, 
the more strange they seem. 
Any butcher found guilty of 

selling bad meat can still be put 

in the pillory for a day, and it 
is still illegal for a salesman to 
try to sell anything to a woman 
on a Sunday. 

Fbcus editor Paul Colbert 
caiH many of the laws came 
from attempts to control small 
sections of society, the rules 
quickly becoming outdated. 

“The nation's lawmakers 
need to wake up/’ he said. “It’s 
still illegal to beat your wife af- 
ter 9pm because of the noise or 
to make love on the steps of a 
church after sundown. I sup- 
pose it's allowed in broad day- 
light, is it?" 
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Irvine calls 
for more 
black judges 


The Lord Chancellor is 
announcing measures to 
encourage more blacks 
and Asians in the 
judiciary. He also 
promises to deal 
personally with any 
allegations of 
discrimination. Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, says 
such an initiative is badly 
needed. 


The bare statistics in Lord 
Irvine of Lairg's speech to eth- 
nic minority lawyers this morn- 
ing tell their own stoiy. Only one 
per cent of circuit judges arc not 
white, and 1.5 per cent of 
recorders. Among the senior 
ranks of the judiciary there are 
no black judges at all. 

This morning at the Minor- 
ity Lawyers Conference, Lord 
Irvine wiU announce plans to en- 
courage more lawyers from the 
ethnic minorities to consider ap- 
plying for careers as judges. 
One idea is a so-called “shad- 
owing" scheme whereby young 
lawyers will be able to sit with 
experienced judges and gain an 
idea of the work involved. 

Another proposal by the 
Lord Chancellor is for a “men- 
toring" scheme where judges 
would be asked to advise and 
goide junior colleagues in the 
part-time judiciary. 

“I hope that increasing con- 
tact between serving judges 
and candidates tbr judicial of- 
fice, especially from the ethnic 
minorities, wfll help to break 
down some of the barriers 
which are perceived to stand be- 
tween the individual and the 
Bench," Lord Irvine says today. 

One problem is the lack of 


Police turn to gay 
media for recruits 


Mice forces are increasing^ ad- 
vertising in the gay and lesbian 
media to attract a wider variety 
of recruits, it was revealed yes- 
terday. 

Paul Fairweather, from the 
National Advisory Group - 


the police to recruit more open- 
ly gay and lesbian officers. 
"That will change the canteen 
culture of our forces." 

The organisation backed a 
speech by Home Office Minis- 
ter Alun Michael, the first gov- 


MiSL^bianaSGayCom- eminent minister to attend sue* 
roncing f thf , noijcv a conference, who acknowl- 
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Mr Fairweather, who was 
speaking during the groups 
annual conference in Brighton, 
said there was a real need for 
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attacks and a feeling that peo- 
ple's lifestyles - rather than the 
crimes are under investigation," 
he said. 

However, there were some 
good examples of police prac- 
tice around the country where 
there has been good “dialogue" 
between- the police and gay 
communities, he said. 

“The Government is alas 
playing its part. Legislation is 
now in place to ensure people 

do not have to suffer a campaign 
of harassment, and it can be 
used for the protection of les- 
bians and gay men. 
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black and Asian lawyers among 
the more senior barristers - 
from where most judges arc 
drawn. Only 1 percent of bar- 
risters who have been qualified 
for more than 15 years are 
from ethnic minorities. The 
good news, says Lord Irvine, is 
that this figure rises to 83 per 
cent among barristers with five 
to ten years experience. 

He also reveals that he has in- 
structed dvfl servants to provide 
more help for anyone consider- 
ing a career as a judge. He will 
tell the lawyers: "1 encourage you 
to use them. I will not be scat 
tering promotions around like 
confetti -appointments must be 
made on merit," he says. “But I 
am determined to break down 
any culture of not applying be- 
cause ‘they’d never have the likes 
of me'." Lord Irvine also makes 
a personal promise to investigate 
any discrimination and invites 
people to write to him, “1 un 
dertake to look at the case per 
sonally and provide you with a 
persona] reply." 

At the same lime the Lord 
Chancellor is proposing a new 
system of on-the-job assess- 
ment for new pan-time jobs by 
experienced so-called “Pupil 
Master" judges. The lack of 
such assessment is a weakness 
in the selection procedure of 
full-time judges, he believes. 

His speech is likely to be wel- 
comed by many who complain 
about the lack of black repre- 
sentation on judicial benches, 
though critics will paint out that 
it will take more than a handful 
of measures from a Lord Chan- 
cellor to change the over- 
whelmingly white, middle-class 
and male ethos of the judidaiy. 

Lord Irvine says he will keep 
the present confidential con- 
sultation between officiate and 
other judges on assessing like- 
ly talent for the bench. 
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Ecstatic punters lap up the business of sex 


It was drizzling yesterday out- 
side the Erotica exhibit at 
Olympia but it was hard to find 
even one man wearing a rain- 
coat. Purple boas and cod- 
pieces, yes. Leather, yes, lots of 
it and a bit of silver lame too. 
But very few raincoats indeed. 
“Inevitably we will get a few 
sleazeballs but most of the 
dirty raincoats will stay at 
borne,” said Erotica organiser 
Brian Wiseman. “That type of 
man is easily frightened'’ 
Brian was wearing a black 


BY ANN 
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suit and a grey shirt with a pin 
on his lapel that says “Head 
Boy”. This exhibit - the first of 
its kind in Britain - was his idea. 
“This is erotic, this is not sex," 
he insists as women prance 
around the catwalk. “It is not 
sleazy because I'm not a sleazy 
person." So no nudity then? 
“Just tops. No naked genitals.” 

I'm not sure if this is going 
to be enough for Gavin Wager 
and Andrew Ferguson, who 
were first in line yesterday 
when the doors opened at 
lpm. Both are 18 and knew ex- 
actly what had brought them to 


Olympia on this wet and rainy 
Friday. "We want to see lots of 
women dancing around with no 
clothes on," said Andrew, who 
is is a stock controller. "We 
want to see Shagnasty and 
Mutley too,” said Gavin. This, 
as it turns out, is a video about 
two lecherous guys who always 
get their girts. 

I spot them later, swigging 
from a bottle of M5et, and 
wonder how they'll be by the 
time the raffle is drawn at 
10pm. They might like the first 
prize, which is a huge hamper 
of sex toys including a 13 inch 
dildo and something called a 
mpplesuper-sucker. “IPs worth 
£250 pa aH," said the raffle man 
proudly. 

- Six thousand people had 
bocrked tickets for yesterday’s 
exhibit which runs until Sunday, 
and a further 2,000 were ex- 
pected yesterday at the door. 
Most visitors said they had 
made the trip for curiosh/s sake 
and there was much to be cu- 
rious about among the 84 stalls 
that range from the hard-core 
to hot tubs to the Terrence Hig- 
gins ThjsL There was also a con- 
tinuous live show (with both 
show girls and bqysX an art ex- 
hibit and an Internet city. 

Not to mention the Fetish 
Fair. Here I find the passion 
bed, complete with leather pil- 
lows, fur sheets and a web-like 
thing hanging over it "That is 




a tan trie love swing,” says the 
diminutive Kim Brown of Ero- 
teak who made the bed from 
salvaged wood. He lifts up 
part of the headboard. “See, 


stocks that work. They are 
completely disguised.” He says 
the love swing has been tested 
up to 16 stone. “I'm looking for 
volunteers now. Interested?” 


- The woman at the efikk) stall display of . a life-size John 
is not surprised at the lack of Wayne cut-out complete with 
passion so for. No one has brindled dildo. “Western 
bought one of her wares yet ei- theme,” she explains and adds 
ther, despite an eye-catching sotto voce , “In our experience 


people buy after they've had a 
few drinks.” 

The message yesterday was 
that sex is out of tbe closet to 
stay. David Woodhouse. 30, 
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Too sexy for my shift? 

Models and punters ^ 

watching the . , - ; 

•bridal* show at Olympic , 
where both girb ; »d bays ^y 
strut nofwtop.. 

photograph: David ttose 


and Paul Stephens, 28, art 
neighbours and fishing but*- 

dies from St AustdL They have 

come up for the day tocbeckput/ 
the scene and d ai ro that their 
wives and even David’s moth- 
er know their where abouts .' 
“We are users of pornography - 

and so is my wife to a tesser de- 
gree. It*s been tucked, under the 

carpet for long," Mid David. - 
Paul nodded and said: “I mean 
it is only recently that I even 
found out that there was h 
fetish club in Cornwall” . 

By now the catwalk show fe 
in foil swing with* bride traips- 
ing around in white suspenders. 
A Page 3 model squeezes by. I 
spot a few from the raincoat; 
brigade before heading outside. 
There I overhear a woman on 
her mobile. “Let me just say it’s 
an eye-opener. Dog collars, 
dolls, whips. I can't really 
speak," she says, looking at me. 
“but it is a real eye opener. 
You'll enjoy it" And then she 
tucks her phone away, tightens 
the belt on her raincoat and 
walks away. 


Dixon 




Elton’s togs draw the cash 
despite the buttoned purses 
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PHONE, CONNECTION AND 
ONE YEAR’S LINE RENTAL 


15 MINUTES 


OF CALLS 
PER MONTH 


‘No Shop Day* was 
perhaps not the most 
auspicious day for Elton 
John to sell his clothes. 
But those at the sale 
should not feel too bad. 
At least the clothes were 
■being recycled, Oare 
Gamer points out. 


They were riot supposed to 
be getting out their cheque 
books at all yesterday, but bar- 
gain hunters at the Elton John 
sale in a temporary shop in Pica- 
dilly, London, could not resist 
a Versace shirt for £25 or a de- 
signer tie for just £15. 

The notion of a “No Shop 
Day”, which was invented by 
green organisations to remind 
us of the excesses of our con- 
sumer culture, probably means 
nothing to Elton. As Robert 
Key, who organised the singer's 
sale and has worked with him 


for years, said* “He is a great 
shopper. Ehon will go into a 
store and ask for a particular 
shirt and then buy it in six dif- 
ferent colours.” 

Indeed, it took him just 
three years to accumulate yes- 
terday’s collection of 10,000 
items. Tbe originals cost a to- 
tal of £2^m, but secondhand 
they were going for 10 per cent 
of their value new. Thus the 
£6,000 Versace leather suit 
worn by Elton at the designer's 
funeral earlier this year was a 
snip at £600. The £250,000 
raised was to go to the Elton 
John Aids Foundation. 

Mike Childs, a senior cam- 
paigner at tbe environmental 
group Friends of the Earth, 
which organised events for No 
Shop Day, was surprisingly easy 
on Elton. “At least Elton is flog- 
ging off his clothes for charily 
and those people buying them 
are buying secondhand clothes, 
which is noL a bad thing,” be said. 

In contrast to Elton's sale, an 


Advertisement 


installation art piece in south 
London is offering customers a 
chance to prove their anti-con- 
sumerist credentials. No Shop 
is part of Friends of the Earth's 
Fair Share campaign, which fo- 
cuses on tbe need to reduce ma- 
terial consumption and 
pollution to defined ecological 
limits, and questions whether in- 
creasing consumerism can de- 
liver a better quality of life'. It 
“promises everything but sells 
nothing”. 

The window of No Shop is 
full of goods and special offers, 
but the space inside simply 
contained images of empty 
shelves and a single “No Sales 
Assistant” behind an image of 
a cash register. Visitors are giv- 
en a receipt thanking them for 
“not shopping at No Shop ” 

9 No Shop , .131 Lower Marsh, 
London SE1, is open to the pub- 
lic today, Monday and Tuesday. 
Other activities will take place 
in shopping centres today, In- 
ternational No Shop Day. 
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Computers are playing an 
increasingly important part in 
our lives. But how much should 
you pay for a system'. 1 And how 
do you know a PC will suit 
your needs? 

Help is ac hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. 
The Which ? Guide tu 
Computer s explains all the 
jargon. It’s ideal for home 
users and small businesses 
alike and takes you. step by 

Get the facts 
about HRT 

Any woman approaching or 
going through the menopause 
today has the option of taking 
HRT - the biggest land most 
controversial) issue in women's 
health since the advent of the 
Pill. Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause arms yuu with the 
essential facts to decide if it's 
right for you. 

This invaluable guide from 
Which? will help you weigh 
up for yourself the pros and cons 
of HRT. Honest, reliable, 
informative and highly readable, 
it looks a many vital issues, 
including • symptoms and signs 
of the menopause • managing 
the menopause with or without 
HRT • breast cancer and the 
links between cancer ami hormone 
treatment • osteoporosis • the 
importance of diet, exercise and 
stress management * the need 
for regular screening and health 
checks • and more besides! 
Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause gives women the 
opportunity to take control at a 
challenging lime in their lives 
and make a truly informed, 
responsible decision about 
their health. “This vital book is a 
must for all women" { Harpers & 
Qurtwl. and it costs just £ 9.99 
(PAP FREE), so Why not order 
your copy NOW using (Ik- order 
form on ihe right? Full relund if 
not satisfied. 


siep. through the buying process. 
Using real-life situations to 
highlight common problems, it 
tellsyou • what computers 
can do for you and/or your 
business • how to avoid costly 
mistakes, and select sensibly- 
priced hardware and software 
that won't be instantly 
obsolete • how to calculale 
the true cost of a system • how 
to get cost-effective user 
support and maintenance • 
why 'latest' doesn’t always 
1 mean 'best' • how ro ensure 
i you buy whai you need - and 


not what the salespeople want 
to sell you • and much more 
besides! 

This fact-packed book from 
Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is essential 
reading for anyone planning to 
buy a computer, or who wants 
to get the most from their 
existing system. 

The Which? Guide to Computers 
costs just £10.99 (P&P FREE), 
so why not order your copy 
NOW using the order form 
below? Full refund if not 
satisfied. 


Tax-efficient ways of 
passing on property 

Would you like to pass on money covenants • „i,« - 

and property without wrapping • makino j 6 P laonin 8 

your gifts in an unnceesJ? ^ I l*'"* » will 


your gifts in an unnecessary tax - spec ill ", 

bill? Then read The Which • biuS?—.. - i *. f ° r fam,Iy 
Guide ro Giving and Inheriting . in J, enlance la ^s in 

Easy underhand, “ Lot ‘«J. 

case histories throughout, the The WhfcT* £. r °P? rty ' . . 
book explains how to use the tax and Inker hi Gui . dt 10 Gtvin S 
system to increase the valued 0 t ,5 1 * ^ 
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Murder case RAF 
man was impotent 


A senior RAF officer awy-red 
of murdering his wife aver an 
infatuation with 3 21 -year-old 
woman yesterday told a court 
that he had been impotent af- 
ter returning from the Gulf in 
1 991. 

RAF Regiment Squadron 
Leader Nicholas Tucker. 46, 
who is based at RAF Honing- 
ton, Suffolk, told a jury at Nor- 
wich Crown Court that he had 
had sex “infrequently” between 
1991 and 1995 because of the 
problem. 

Tucker denies murdering his 
wife CaroL 52, at Lackford. Suf- 
folk, on 21 July 1995. Prosecu- 
tors say he was infatuated with 
Dijana Dudukctvic - a Serbian 
interpreter he had met while 
serving in the former Yu- 
goslavia in the first half of 
1995. 

Yesterday. Tucker who 
served as a nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons expert 
during the Gulf conflict in 1990. 
said his attempts to have sex 


with Dudukavic had been “a bit 
of a disaster”. 

• Yesterday he faced ques- 
tioning from David Stokes QC, 
prosecuting. He told Mr Stokes 
that- although he had known 
Miss Dudukovic since January 
1991, their relationship had 
been nothing special. He said it 
had only become sexual when 
he took Miss Dudukovic back 
to London for a week about a 
month before his wife's death. 

Mr Stokes asked Tbcker 
about a visit he had made to a - 
venereal disease clinic shortly af- 
ter be returned home on 15 July 
1995. 

The doctor he saw told the 
court how Tbcker explained 
that be had last had sex with his 
Serbian girlfriend two weeks be- 
fore and had not had sex before 
that for two years. 

Under cross-examination 
Tucker said his last sexual con- 
tact with Miss Dudukovic had 
been about three weeks before 
his visit to the clinic. 


Guerin suspect 
jailed for 20 years 


A man identified by an arrest- 
ing garda officer as the killer of 
crime journalist Veronica 
Guerin was yesterday jailed for 
20 years on drugs trafficking 
charges. 

Patrick “Dutcby" Eugene 
Holland, 58, also known as 
“the Wig.” with an address at 
Brittas Bay, Co Wicklow, was 
cited by Garda Marion Cusack 
as the person suspected of 
shooting the reporter in June 
1996 when she arrested him a 
Dun Laoghaire last ApriL 

The trial was held in the non- 
juzy Special Criminal Court, 
which heats terrorist and crim- 
inal cases where jurats could be 
at risk. Evidence was heard 
from Charles Bowden, the first 
person to testify before an Irish 
court under the new witness 
protection programme. 

Bowden. 33, a former soldier 
now serving a sentence for drugs 
offences, ran a cannabis distri- 
bution operation on behalf of 
others who the court ordered 
should not be named. He said 
he regularly supplied Holland 
with 20 to 50 kilos of cannabis 


during 1995 and 1996. He also 
confirmed that he prepared and 
primed the 35 7 Magnum re- 
volver, imported with a cannabis 
consignment in early 1996, 
which was used to kill Ms 
Guerin, but had not known the 
intention was to kill her. 

Mr Justice Johnson said it 
would be dangerous to convict 
on the evidence of Bowden 
alone, an accomplice, but cited 
corroborating evidence from 
gardai that Holland had said in 
custody “Look lads, I have my 
own customers and I am not go- 
ing to implicate them”. 

The court heard Holland’s 
nickname was on lists found at 
a Dublin lock-up garage used in 
preparing cannabis supplies 
where 47kg of the drug were 
found. Holland denied ever re- 
ceiving cannabis and rejects 
Bowden's and garda evidence. 
Holland has convictions dating 
from 1965 for offences includ- 
ing armed robbery and 
possession of explosives. - 

The court refused leave to 
appeal to the Supreme Court. 

— Alan Murdoch 


Beckett defends Bribes inquiry 
‘blind trust’ at Sandhurst 


Margaret Beckett last night 
said she would keep a "blind 
trust" unless Sir Patrick Neill, 
the watchdog on standards, 
rules against the practice in his 
review on party funding. 

The President of the Board 
of Thide defended the blind 
trust, which helps fund her con- 
stituency office, and rejected a 
call by her Conservative shad- 
ow, John Redwood, to follow 
(he example of Cabine t^ co l- 
leagues, including the Prime 
Minister, to wind it up. Mr Red- 
wood also called on Mrs Beck- 
ett to publish the names of her 
donors to the trust 

Mrs Beckett said on BBC ra- 
dio: “1 use it to employ a mem- 
ber of staff, so if I had to give 

jl up it would be a source of 
great regret to me because she 
is a very good and hard-work- 
ing member of staff. 

• Mm Beckett a keen cara- 
vanner. earlier opened foe Car- 
avan and Outdoor Leisure 
Show at Earl's Court in London 
and said critics should praise the 
industry’s major contribution to 

foe economy. . 

“Caravan manufacture is a 
British success story - 95 per 
cent of all caravans sold in foe 

UK are British-made, she said. 


The Ministry of Defence has 
launched an investigation into 
allegations that Army instruc- 
tors at Sandhurst Royal Military 
CbQege in Berkshire took “huge 
bribes” from overseas cadets in 
return for better grades. 

Non-commissioned officers 
at Britain's leading military acad- 
emy are said to have accepted 
BMW and Mercedes cars, Roles 
watches and foreign holidays. Ah 
MoD spokesman confirmed that 
foe Royal MiHtaiy Police were in- 
vestigating a “number of allega- 
tions raised by some overseas 
officer cadets". “The issue is in 
connection with foe acceptance 
of gifts in contravention of 
Queen’s regulations for foe 
Army'" l 16 said- 

The men are believed to 
have been taken temporarily 
into custody before being al- 
lowed to go back to work while 
foe investigation takes place. 

. About 10 percent of the 600 
cadets attending Sandhurst each 
year are from overseas. In pre- 
vious years some have given in- 
structors presents after the 
passing-out parade. But h is al- 
leged that some have made gifts 
before the parade in the hope of 
having their grades boosted. 

— tan flumstf 
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And he said he had not had 
sex before that fora longer pe- 
riod than the two years noted 
by foe doctor. 

“U is actually more than 
that [two years]," said Tbcker. 

“When 1 came back from 
the Gulf I was impotent. In 
fact, it had been longer than 
that. 

“Sex had been infrequent 
since early 1991." ' 

Tbcker told the court that be 
had not expected to see Miss 
Dudukovic again after leaving 
Bosnia in mid-July. 

But the court heard that be 
had contacted her by phone two 
days after returning to England, 
on the morning of the day his 
wife died, and again on foe day 
after his wife died. 

He had continued to contact 
her by phone for many months 
after that, the court had heard. 

The case continues. 
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Seeing the funny side: Tory party leader William Hague's speech gets the audience laughing at the National Conservative Women’s annual con- 
ference in the Queen Elizabeth II centre at Westminster yesterday Photograph: Kui Aavier 
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9ct Gold 

Solid Belcher Chain 

Guaranteed weight lQgP/Soz) 
Length 51cm (20 inches) 


", S’ ij 


(243/6627) 

Cat. price 
Cut price 


£119.00 

£ 99.00 


Save over £10 


9ct Gold 
Ladies Torque 
Bangle 
(221/1206) 



Cat price 

Cut price 


£59.99 

♦£ 48.49 



A ■ 


9ct Gold 
Large Knot 
Studs 
(211/8237) 


Cat. price 

Cut price 

ise note items marked ♦have previously been on sale at the same price 


£49.99 

£ 44.99 


;k up a copy of Argos Plus for lots more savings 
jewellery. 


e this voucher to save money on all jewellery 
rchases over £50.00 at Argos this Christmas. 

[ ”p RO mIxTdT 67326”! 

Eos Distributors Ltd., 

19-499 Avebury Boulevard, Saxon Gate West Central Milton Keynes MK9 2NW. 


£15 Off I £5 Off 


t 


is voucher is not redeemable for cash and may not be used to 
rchase Argos gift vouchers. Only onB voucher may be used at any one 
ne and cannot be used in conjunction with any other money off 
ucher. This voucher is only valid against one jewellery transaction 
er £50. This offer does not apply to watches or clocks. 

Valid until 24 th DecembarlB 97 . 
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Diamond Solitaire 

Ring 25pts 
(204/3292) 

Cat price £279.00 

Cut price +£249.00 
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Netanyahu: Why the US can’t stand him 


The rift between the US 
aiid Israel is deepening in 
the wake of the crisis *m 
taq. President Clinton 
Wamee the Israeli Prime 
Htosteriw* undermining 
US influence by reneging 
oft'the p revkms Israel f 
tf'Wmriettt’s dealVWth 
the Palestinians. V 
Pairkk Gxkbum, In 1 - 

the twites are atodds 
and whir* matters. 


At one -moment their planes 
were within 200 yards of each 
othfct' at Los Angeles airport but 
they never met. Bill Clinton is 
putting real effort into not 
meeting Benjamin Netanyahu 
in order to underline his dis- 
pleasure at the actions of the 
Israeli Prime Minister. Imstftad 
of the American President, Mr 
Netanyahu h»d to main* do 
with a talk with Arnold 
Sctiwarzeuegger, for whom he 
expressed deep admiration. 

These snubs, more blatant 
by the week, do not gounno- 
tked by Mr Netanyahu. “Don't 
you know, there is a Saddam 
Hussein of the East,” he com- 
plained privately, speaking of 
President Gin ton’s attitude to- 
wards him. “And there is me, 
the Saddam Hussein of the 
'West” In a fit of pique he told 
his office to stop trying to 
arrange a meeting with the 
President 

Irritation in \tashington at 
Mr Netanyahu's deep-freezing of 



has been mounting for months. 
Bat it is the renewed Iraq crisis, 
the most serious challenge to the 
US in Middle East since the in- 
vasion of Kuwait in 1990, which 
has convinced Vtashmgton in die 
last few weeks that Israel's de- 
fiance is costing it dearly in the 
Arab world. 

The Gulf War left America 
the predominant power in the 
region. But when Maddane Al- 
bright, the US Secretary of 
State, toured the region drum- 
ming up support for action 
against Saddam Hussein this 


month she encountered an em- 
barrassing silence. The Doha 
economic conference in Qatar, 
original^ billed as an important 
summit between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours, was a flop. 
Even Kuwait, which only exists 
now because of the Gulf Whr, 
refused to endorse American 
military action against President 
Saddam. 

Mr Netanyahu blithely says 
Mr Clinton is being “naive” in 
holding him responsible for 
oodfeg America’s alliance with 
the conservative Arab states. 

In words expressed private- 
iy, but likely to increase Amer- 


ican anger, the Israeli Prime 
Minister added: “Once the 
first American tank crosses into 
Iraq, the Arabs will all join 
in” 

Nobody, apart from Mr Ne- 
tanyahu (and perhaps not even 
him), thinks this is true. At the 
same moment as Mrs Albright 
was Ming to win support for die 
US in the Gulf, Thriq Aziz, the 
Iraqi deputy prime minister, was 
having a more successful tour, 
c ulminatin g in a visit to Dam- 
ascus, the first time an Iraqi 
leader has visited Syria’s capi- 
tal £a 17 years. 

Is the American grip on the 


Middle East faltering? The pol- 
icy of so-called “dual-contain- 
ment” of Iraq and Iran is 
looking very ragged. After me- 
diating an agreement which 
led to a return of the US in- 
spectors to Baghdad last week, 
Russia is once more a power in 
the region, for the first time 
since 1990. 

Bat the change can be ex- 
aggerated. Moscow wants as 
much influence as it can get in 
the Middle East, but not at the 
price of a confrontation with the 
US. 

Boris Yeltsin’s need for 
American political and financial 


support is too great Even Iraq, 
in its own way, wants an un- 
derstanding with the US, with 
whom it was allied during its 
war against Iran from 1980 to 
1988. 

It may be that both the US 
and Israel are surprised by the 
course of the latest Gulf crisis 
because, for once. President 
Saddam has not over-played his 
hand. “We’re Just waiting for 
him to do something stupid so 
we can whack him,” a senior 
Pentagon official was quoted as 
saying a fortnight ago. He may 
do so, but so far, unlike the Gulf 
crisis in 1990-91, the Iraqi 


pace oft Clinton is 

strenuously avokfingaiy 

contact with the Israeli 
te«ter. Benjamin . 
Netanyahu* in a bld J°. 

force the ‘Saddam of the 
Wesf to make peace with 

the Palestinians 


leader has shown surprising 
flexibility- By allowing UN in- 
spectors looking for his non- 
conventional weapons to return 
and to enter his palaces he is 
denying the US a cause around 
which to rally support 

Mr Netanyahu may think it 
is unfair for the US to blame 
him for its difficulties in winning 
Arab support against Iraq. But 
he cannot be surprised that 
President Clinton does not like 
him. The American leader 
made strenuous efforts to keep 
him out of power in Israel in 
1996. Immediately after the 
bus bombings in Jerusalem last 
year, Mr Clinton organised a 
conference of world leaders at 
Sbarm el-Sbelkh in Egypt in 
support of Shimon Pteres, the Is- 
raeli prime minister who went 
on to lose the general election. 

Mr Netanyahu presumably 
thinks that, eventually, he can 
foce down the White House. Be- 
tween one-quarter and a half of 
the Democratic Party’s cam- 
paign funds are estimated to 
come from the American Jew- 
ish co mmuni ty. Aid for Israel 

was held up twice this year - an 

unheard of action by Congress 
- but this was opposed by pow- 
erful politicians such as Newt 
Gingrich, the Speaker of the 
House, some of whose largest 
donors are Jewish right-wingers. 

But Israel's Prime Minister 
may have miscalculated. In the 
present crisis, Israel is a strate- 
gic liability for the US as it tries 
to retain its holdover the Mid- 
dle East 

If Washington truly begins to 
think of Mr Netanyahu as the 
“Saddam Hussein of the West” 
then Israel, for the first time, 
may come under intense pres- 
sure from the US to reach an 
agreement with the Palestinians. 


Iraq opens palace 
doors to the West 


Iraqi newspapers yesterday said 
Baghdad hoped a decision to al- 
low foreign experts to check 
Saddam Hussein’s presidential 
palaces for banned weapons 
would defuse its stand-off with 
Washington. 

Washington insists that UN 
inspect ore charged with rid- 
ding Iraq of weapons of mass 
destruction must enjoy unfet- 
tered access to sites, while 
Baghdad says some areas are off 
limits to the UN Special Com- 
mission (Unscom), though oth- 
er foreign experts will be 
allowed to visit them. 

“Iraq wants to avert an ex- 
plosion of the situation in the 
region as a result of America’s 
aggressive escalation,” Iraq’s 
ruling Baath party newspaper 
al-Thawra said. 

Iraqi media said Tkreq Aziz, . 
the deputy prime minister, had 
sent the UN an invitation for 
some 117 foreign experts to vis- 
it the palaces and presidential 
buildings to see if they contain 
any prohibited weapons. The in- 
vitations were extended to UN 
Security Council member 
states. 

Al-Thawra urged them “to 
react positively”. But the paper 
said it expected the US would 


ay to “prevent the Special 
Commission and the Security 
Council from agreeing to the 
Iraq initiative. 

Iraq’s R) reign Minister, Mo- 
hammed Saeed al-Sahaf, on 
Thursday ruled out allowing the 
current Unscom weapons in- 
spectors in Baghdad to visit the 
palaces. “No one will be per- 
mitted to go there,” he said. 

Eight teams of UN arms 
monitors beaded for Iraqi sites 
yesterday for the seventh con- 
secutive day after Baghdad’s de- 
cision to allow UN inspection 
teams, including Americans, to 
resume their work. The official 
Iraqi news agency TNAsaid that 
among them was a team of nu- 
clear weapons specialists. The 
agency quoted a source criti- 
cising the teams for doing in- 
spections on Friday, which was 
- a Muslim holiday. 

Access to presidential 
palaces and other sensitive sites 
has been the main sticking 
point since the weapons in- 
spections resumed last week. 

The weapons inspectors 
have to give Iraq a dean bill of 
health before UN sanctions 
imposed after the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait can be lifted 

— Reuters, Baghdad 


Bomb author jailed 


A Jewish extremist who wrote 
a book in praise of Baruch 
Goldstein, the Hebron mosque 
massacre gunman, has been 
jailed for eight months. A 
Jerusalem magistrate said the 
book, Baruch, the Hero was an 
incitement to racism. 

Michael Ben Horin, the 
author, was sentenced to eight 
months for supporting a ter- 
rorist organisation, while two 
men who helped him to write 
it were fined and given sais- . 
pended sentences. 

Judge Yaakov Trahan sard 
the three were no different 
from the Muslim extremists 
who praise Islamic militant 
suicide bombers, the Yediot 
Akmnat daily said. ‘The book 


turns an act of terror into an 
act of bravery, and the per- 
petrator of this act into a hero 
... a society wanting to pre- 
vent terrorism cannot allow 
such a publication,” Judge 
Tzaban said. 

In February 1994, the 
Brooklyn-born Goldstein 
turned an automatic rifle on 
Muslim worshipers kneeling 
in prayer in the Throb of the 
Patriarchs in the West Bank 
town of Hebron. He killed 29 
Palestinians before being 
beaten to death. The most 
mffitant among Jewish settlers 
have praised Goldstein as a 
hero, and his grave has be- 
come a site of pilgrimage. 

■ — AP Jerusalem 
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Europe’s new 
militants: 
marching for 
the soft life 


Germany’s streets are 
filling again with 
marchirig students. But 
Imre Kama in Bonn says 
that, unlike their 
forebears in 1968, today's 
protesters lack lofty 
goals. They are striking 
to preserve their 
privileges. 


The most powerful wave of 
student protests to hit Ger- 
many for 20 years is spreading. 
Tens of thousands have demon- 
strated this week in Berlin. 
Frankfurt and almost every uni- 
versity town. On Thursday 
40,000 rallied in Bonn to vent 
their hny at the federal gov- 
ernment. The strikes, occupa- 
tions and disruptions are to 
continue next week, when stu- 
dents will mass on regional 
capitals. 

They have endured cuts for 
a decade but now enough is 
enough. A government plan to 
reform university funding, and 
tentative hints of a fundamen- 
tal overhaul of higher education, 
have opened the floodgates. 
The problem is similar to that 
in Britain, only more extreme. 
In the past 20 years the intake 
of universities has doubled, 
while funds to pay for the 1.8 
million students have shrunk. 
Standards have been eroding to 
such an extent that the decline 
is seen as a threat to Ger- 
many’s competitiveness. 

“The students have legiti- 
mate reasons to protest," said 
Jurgen Ruttgers, the Education 
Minister. 

“They are lacking books, 
lecture halls are overcrowded, 
and there are too many students 
waiting... to talk to their pro- 
fessors ... Society has neglect- 


ed the universities for too tang." 
The students hoped this would 
be remedied in the Ger- 
man manner, with the govern- 
ment throwing a tittle more 
money in their direction. No 
such luck. Instead of building 
lecture theatres and hiring more 
professors, the authorities are 
proposing to tinker with ooly the 
demand side of the economic 
equation. 

There is talk, or at least whis- 
pers, of tuition fees. Plans are 
afoot to empower universities 
to weed out entrants and evict 
laggards prematurely: maybe 
only five years after the start of 
their course. And there is even 
the shocking suggestion that 
universities should adopt 
British -style bachelor’s degrees, 
to shorten the time the youth of 
today spend dreaming among 
the spires or amid heaps of red 
brick. On average, German stu- 
dents spend 10 years of their 
lives at university. They hit the 
job market just as they en- 
counter the first worrying signs 
of middle-age spread. 

Many stay longer, marrying, 
and taking advantage of perks 
that include cheap public trans- 
port and canteen food, reduc- 
tions for cinemas, muse ums 
and other entertainment and 
subsidised creches. Who pays? 

- 90 per cent of the tab is 
picked up by regional govern- 
ments, the rest by Bonn. Grants 
to cover living costs are scarce. 
Parents must pay for students’ 
upkeep and the students them- 
selves must make up the short- 
fall by doing holiday jobs. 

Everybody agrees the system 
is lar freon perfect Ear most uni- 
versity courses, there is one re- 
quirement: applicants must pass 
QxzAbitur at the end of tbeir sec- 
ondary schooling. Over the 
years, it has got easier, and so 
the campuses have filled up. Ad- 



Shot down: Students protesting about the mo ney spent on Eurofighter, demanding that some should go on education Photograph; Reuters 


UK provide 
best lessor 


By German standards. Amd H 
27, is precocious. He did his fi 
gree long ago and is about to 
his PhD thesis. Not surprising 
one considers where he studier 
don. His parents sent him her 
35 to learn English and he stay 
He remained for a year to pit 
parents and enrolled for sixth for 
ter that there was really no chi 
wanted to do biochemistry. Ii 
many , very few universities offe 
course ... In Britain, even 
s tandar d university does it-" 
After three years at Imperi 
lege be had his first degree, tw> 
ahead of the brainiest of his G 
contemporaries. An increasing r 
of Germans are fleeing to eset 
crowds, irrelevant courses am 

berem professors at borne: an esi 

10,000 study at British univi 
and 8,000 in the US and the n 
of foreigners attracted by G 
universities is falling. 

“Anyone who can afford 
sends their children to unto 
abroad," said Guido Wssterwel 
retaiy of the Free Democratic 
“The rest are stuck with ... lowe 
ityand far longer terms studying 
Hosterts are satisfied with the 
their money bought in London 
was recently joined by his broth* 
is studying medicine at 
— Imre Knroc 


ministrators in Bonn hire cin- 
emas hooked up to their lecture 
halls for over-subscribed lec- 
tures. At many biology classes, 
12 students get to carve up one 
rat among them. Christoph 
Pieper, a 23-year-old student of 
German and Latin, knows of 
only one way to create order in 
this chaos. “We are striking for 
a better financing of higher 
education," he said as he hung 
a banner across the archway of 
Bonn university’s Great HalL 

“There is plenty of money 
around. The Bundestag has 
just approved DM23bn for Eu- 
rofighter. The universities 
would need only about two to 
three billion of that. 1 admit it 
is not an entirely satisfactory so- 
lution, but it’s a beginning.” 

Mr Pieper is no rabble- 
rouser, merely a closet conser- 


vative dissatisfied with the con- 
servative government’s re- 
forming zeal. Asked if be 
wanted to change the world, he 
was indignant: “No way. This so- 
ciety cannot be changed." 

But some students are pre- 
pared to consider the possibil- 
ity that certain things cannot go 
bn. 

Michael Shohat, a 23-year- 
old psychology student, is 
against the strike, bat not be- 
cause he has any sympathy for 
the government 

“I understand if we strike 
about lack of money and re- 
sources- that’s OK. because the 
system is really collapsing. What 
I don't understand is how peo- 
ple expect to pay nothing and 
yet expen higher standards. 
There is simply not enough 
money in this country for that” 
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Make sure your car is ready for Winter 

YOUR FREE WINTER CHECK INCLUDE 


BATTERY Ef VEHICLE LIGHTS 5f WIPERS and WASHERS 
ALTERNATOR DRIVE BELT S' ANTI-FREEZE Sf TYRES [ 

EXHAUST ST BRAKE FLUID I if 

Any work required as a result of our Winter Chec 
will be estimated free of charge and without obligati 


£ 297 . 


Byte, PC World, 
Staples, Tempo 
or John Lewis 
Partnership 


MAJOR 

SERVICE 


□ ‘M‘ Reg. duTOr MOT this year 

□ DieseJs and Cats wefcome 

□ Free re-test if necessary 

□ MOT can be taken at any time 
and on any car 


BUY NOW 
MY LATER 


Mr* ■Art: 


EXTENDED CREDIT ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

APR 34.9% (VARIABLE)** 

Spend over £100 then at the end of 

the 4 months you can open a 
Running Account Credit Facgjty. 


TYRE 

OFFER 




All thcFmajor 
brands available f 
all cars. 

An additional charge wffl be 
made for valves and 
balancing. 


Move into another dimension - 
create your own CDs. 



Lots of business tools will enhance your 
performance. The HP SureStore CD-Writer 
Plus doesn’t just do that - it lifts you into 

another dimension. 

Because now you can collect together 
the elements of mulfrmedte including sound, 
graphics, video and data, and create . 
^jrid, sophisticated CD that wfil impress 
clients and colleagues alike. Hie transfer is 
****** i tee* using drag and drop, whilst 

Ops are the ideal way to communicate 



with anyone who has a standard CD-ROM. 

The HP SureStore CD- Writer Hus is a new 

generation of re-writable drive. It means yon 

can delete or replace files on CD Just 

like a floppy - in fact it’s the equivalent of 

up to 450 floppies!* HP offers the complete 

’ ... ht fcnJiw ep.vat» rtm 

solution with drive, software as well as a blank noo. aal non Gam*) 

B meed nML X wd aika 

HP re-writable CD in the box. 

Go for HP SureStore CD-Writer Plus and 
TqVp a leap a bend- Into another dimension. 

For your nearest stockist call 0990 474747. 


Phone 0345 361361 now to book your FREE Winter Che 

■ All work carried out by qualified technicians. 

■ All parts and workmanship guaranteed for 12,000 miles or 
12 months*, whichever comes first. 

■ The price we quote Is the price you pay - including labour and V/f 


HALFSRDS 


garage servicing 


WE’RE 


\<z£> 

Ihttfead 



ABOUT CARS 




dMann the ri£d *o dfeer mulces oflarad. HMfanim Utt., IdtnieM Street Odra, MtaMotd Wbst, HctkE^h/vYOfcSi B3S ODE. 
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■rafty ways with silk 


I ' furnishings to dothes and wall 
| n gs» silk painting is extremely 
tHe. Sdfy Staples joins a course to 
how. 


, arc 10 of us sitting around a large farm- 
| kitchen table tucking into a selection of 
I tiche, Salads, fruit and home-made cake 
atting away like old friends. The scenario 
. vhat you might except in a conventional 
duration class. Although the pupils- all 
i on this particular course - have signed 
learn silk painting, they also have the 
j to relax and make friends in homely sur- 
■ ngs set deep in the Wye valley. 

)ae are residential, using all the farili- 


the converted old Edwardian coach 
as though it were home. Others, who 
rally, join the art centre's five-day 
for just a day or two. Anyone, says tutor 
sh, can enjoy learning the techniques 
painting. There is no need to be cue- 
talented. There is no pressure to 
: and there are plenty of laughs, 
uy Self from Alcester has drawn a design 
irate a silk tie for her son's Christmas 
u His name she admits coyly is WHL Will 
ktmehow it is hard to imagine the 
ms novelist wearing a silk tie designed 


by Mummy. Hilary is used to the open- 
mouthed reaction when she reveals her son’s 
identity. Then after just the right pause she 
laughs and admits her Will is not the WHL But 
she confesses they do have plenty of fun with 
other people's confusion. 

She has setup her tie on a frame and is out- 
lining the deign with a “gutta" which is simi- 
lar to the masking fluid used in watercolour. 
Because Will has just moved house, she has 
designed the de with dozens of tiny houses be- 
coming progressively smaller as the de nar- 
rows. Once the outlining is complete, she can 
colour them with water-based paint and once 
dry they are fixed by ironing. 

Care worker Rachel Perryman, aged 25, 
who is between jobs, is working faster than any 
of the others and she has chosen to tackle a 
large rectangular 
piece of silk which 
she will turn into a 
scarf, or possibly a 
wall hanging. The 
silk is stretched 
across a frame to 
keep it in place and 
Rachel has outlined 
a selection of leaves 
entertained with 
flowers and butter- 
flies. Now she is 
having fun with a 
selection of rich 
colours, mixing 
greens and blues 

and reds and pro- 
gressing at great 
speed. 

“I did art A-lev- 
el and my mother 
has done a bit of sQk 
painting so I thought I'd have a go. The course 
is brilliant and Liz gives us some useful tips 
to create special effects." 

One of these is to dampen the silk, paint 
it with your chosen colours and then sprinkle 
salt over the pattern while still wet. When the 
paint has dried the salt can be shaken off and 
leaves behind a mottled effect. 

Brenda Gough, from North Somerset, has 
chosen to paint an autumn scene on her piece 
of silk, and the skill with which she produces 
slender leaves and twirling vines indicates that 
she is not a beginner. Brenda has worked with 


watercolours before and admits this helps with 
sQk painting. 

Also on the course is a granddaughter and 
granny team who have never tried silk paint- 
ing before. Nine Stamford, 23, a website 
designer who lives locally, persuaded her 
granny Dorothy to visit the arts centre and try 
one of the courses. Dorothy, on holiday from 
Cheshire, is delighted with what she has 
achieved in such a short time. 

She bought some padded silk spectacle 
cases from tutor Liz and has painted them with 
floral scenes. “I’m not much of an artist but 
I copied some pictures of flowers and 1 don’t 
think they’ve come out too badly," she said. 
Nina has painted a variety of design on silk 
bowties as Christmas presents and is now work- 
ing on a large scarf decorated with flowers and 
leaves. She has cut out the flower shapes, 
pinned them to the sQk and then outlined them 
with the gutra before chosing what colours to 
paint them. 

Liz emphasises to her students that any mis- 
takes made on Lhe silk are not reasons to panic. 
“Use your mistakes," she charges her pupils. 
“You can often turn them into something quite 
interesting. I use water-based solvent free 
paints and I bring a selection on the course 
so that students can buy what they need if they 
are beginners. There is so much on the mar- 
ket that it does help to get some guidance on 
the products." 

Meanwhile, the informality of the Wye \hl- 
ley Arts Centre makes it very popular. Director 
Valerie Welham tells the story of one young 
student who felt so at home that, feeling a lit- 
tle peckish, he popped down to the kitchen 
in the early hours of the morning and devoured 
half the chicken casserole that had been made 
for the following day’s lunch. 

A fare-day silk-painting course for residential stu- 
dents al the Wye Valley Arts Centre Centre costs 
£280 which includes full board and tuiton fees . 
For further information on this and other 
courses contact Valerie Welham at The Old 
Coach House, Mark, St Brunei's. Lvdney, 
Gloucestershire GL15 6QH (01291 689463 or 
01595 530214; website: www.Y,yeartmcmaiLcom 
ore-mail: wyseart @mcmiuL com ). Liz Nash can 
offer further advice on silk painting (01794 
301217) and also teaches evening dosses at Bom- 
sev School Greatbridge. Romsev. Hants (01794 
522106). 




Special effects: Liz Nash’s silk-painting course is creative, fun and sociable Photographs: Christopher Jones 
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YN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 

N'T JUNK IT_- USE IT 


rek, we are going to do some origami 

0 make it easier, we shall not be 

ing with those tiresome diagrams that 
taper-folding so cumbersome. 

1 with a square of paper with sides of 
tin long. Now, to make the 

lions easier to follow, mark the 
» A, B, C and D (in that order), the 
•inis of the sides E, F, G and H (with 
een A and B, F between B and C 
id the centre O. (Find the centre by 
. in half and unfolding, first side to 
icn top to bottom.) Copy the letters 
he hack, in case you lose them, 
old B and D to meet in the centre, O. 
rease the line AO backwards, 
ow comes the difficult bit: bring A 
o C. folding on the crease that you 
st made to bring H, E and F 
:r. You should now have a flat 


square shape, with a triangle on top. 

4. Turn your attention to the comer 
where A and C meet, and fold the small 
triangular portion (including the A comer) 
up inside the pocket above iL A should now 
be Lucked up with B, D and O. 

5. Fold up C into the same pocket to 
lock the previous flap in place. You are now 
left with a triangular pocket, with a smaller 
triangle surmounting it. 

6. Fold the top triangle not quite all the 
way into the lop pocket, leaving it sticking 
out by a few millimetres. 

7. Hina the paper over, and that’s iL 

Oh. you want to know what it is, do you? 

Well I'll tell you. What you have made is a 
neat little bookmark with a tab. Carry it 
with you at all times, slip it over the comer 
of the page when you stop reading, and 
dog-eared books will be a thing of the past 


CLUEDO PANDORA MELLY 

WILLIAM HARTSTON GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


It was the chap with the silly 
name, in the hotel near 
Windsor, with the 8ft piece of 
lead piping. Or it might have 
been the PR chap from 
Addingtons, with the mobile 
phone, in the bar. 

Today, at the Oakley Court 
Hotel near Windsor, Britain's 
first official Clucdo 
Convention is taking place to 
raise money for the charity 
Children With Leuke mia. 
They began yesterday, with 
playlets, unusual identification 
parades and odd challenges as 
well as normal Guedo games, 
all to determine who wins the 
first prize of a murder mystery 
trip on the Venice Simplon 
Orient Express. 

Guedo, for anyone who 
does not know it, is a board 
game of logical deduction. It 
starts with a man. Dr Black, 


having been murdered. Cards 
indicate who killed him, in 
wbat room, and with which 
weapon, are hidden in an 
envelope. The other cards are 
distributed among the players 
who may gain information by 
asking questions of each other 
in turn, while moving their 
pieces, according to dice 
throws, round a flat-plan of 
the mansion in which the 
murder took place. 

Invented by Anthony Pratt, 
a Leeds solicitor’s clerk, in 
1946, Guedo has now sold 
well over 100 million sets 
around the world. It has also 
inspired a film and a television 
series. The present event, 
however, is the first to offer 
bonus points to any entrant 
who shares a name with any of 
the Guedo characters. My 
money's on Colonel Mustard. 


James Dyson, 50, inventor and . . . 

manufacturer of the Dyson bagless 
vacuum cleaner 

I play Monopoly, but without much 
enjoymenL It's a bit tedious going round the 
board and acquiring things. More fun when 
everybody's going bankrupt and you start 
borrowing money or negotiating properties 
with people in lieu of rent When you’re 
doing something with another person, it 
stops being a matter of luck. I'd like to get 
straight into that, and forgo throwing the 
dice and moving round the board. 

I think Monopoly is a game you play in 
your Late teens and early twenties, and it 
always mirrors later life in some way. There 
are people who haven't looked at the long 
term. They accumulate, then ran out of rash 
because they haven't bought any buildings, 
and they land on people who've mortgaged 
themselves to the hilt to build hotels. 

Some people like trains and always buy 
the stations, but they're just being romantic. 


because it’s an hotel on the red or yellow 
squares which will crucify the other players. 

I’ve always thought it’s a mistake to buy 
Mayfair and Park Lane because they’re 
frightfully expensive and you've only got two 
to land on. Whereas if you've blocked off a 
comer with the red and orange sets, people 
will land on you every single time. 

That’s the fun of it for me: getting the 
strategy right and thinking for the long term. 
I've always done that, and I'll mortgage 
myself to the hilt in order to get something 
valuable. The stations win get you a little 
money in the short term, but the winners are 
always the people with the swanky hotels. 

In a way, I dread playing. I have to make 
investments and negotiate with people in my 
everyday life. In the evenings, the Last thing I 
want is a kind of repetition with Monopoly. 

Loose Monopoly money may be swept up with 
a Dyson bagless vacuum cleaner. Bead all 
about it, and its inventor, in James Dyson’s 
“Against the Odds " (Orion Books, £18.99). 






!SS: WILLIAM HARTSTON CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


in you tdl a human 
rom a computer? 

Alan Turing proposed 
ious “Turing Test" for 
ic intelligence his 
Ls were clearly on too 
J n plane to encompass 
a of people cheating in 
simultaneous display, 
dca was to hove an 
nemer asking questions 
respondents, one 
. one machine. If the 
ter can be programmed 
its responses cannot be 
jished from the 
’s. then, by Turing’s 
, one has to admit that 
chine is intelligent, 
hat if the experimenter 
.orld chess champion, 
questions take the 
f moves played in a 
if chess games? It is 
'icult to devise a set of 
ns that will discriminate 
n computers and 
s, but if the champion's 
objective is to win the 
then discrimination 
:s more difficult, 
hat was it that made 
Kasparov think that a 
impcting against him 
c Internet in a 
neous display a couple 
s ago was using a 
;er to help select its 
' Black's excellent 
g play - and the 
a: of a computer beside 
ird (necessary for the 
t connection) - may 
ren enough to alert 
civ's suspicions. The 
ss with which they then 


threaded their way through 
complex tactics seemed to 
confirm it Finally, 29...RIS! 
was too much for him. After 
30.Rxf8+ KxfS White has no 
good discovered check with 
his knight, because the threat 
of Qel + is hanging over him. 

So Kasparov refused to 
continue the game. The 
captain of the Internet team 
has strongly denied all 
charges, pointing out that the 
players were being watched all 
the time. I don't know who is 
right. See what you think: 

White: Garry Kasparov 
Black; Internet Chess Gub 


1 d4 Nf6 

16 Ng5 e3 

2c4 g6 

17 cxd6 cxd6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

18 fec3 Bh6 

4e4d6 

19 Rxf8+ QxfS 

5 Be 2 0-0 

20 Ne4 Bxe3 + 

6 NO e5 

21 Khl Nf5 

7O-0Nc6 

22 Ra3 Bd4 

8d5Ne7 

23 Qd2 QdS 

9b4a5 

24 Bg4 Ne7 

10 Ba3 axb4 

25 BxcS QxcS 

11 Bxb4 Nd7 

26Nxd6 Qd7 

12a4 f5 

27 Rf3 Nxd5 

13 a5 Nf6 

28Qa2Qc6 

l4c5Nxe4 

29RflRfS 

15 Nxe4 fxe4 




Na3469 Saturday 29 November 



ACROSS DOWN 


1 With one's king under at- 
tack (15) 

5 Avoids (5) 

S Eagle’s nest (5) 

9 Kenyan port (7) 

10 Infectious disease (9) 

12 Bird of prey (3) 

13 Digs (6) 

14 Small fish (6) 

17 Enemy (3) 

18 Yield (9) 

20 Cuisine (7) 

21 From part - of stage (5) 

23 Subject to ebbs and flows 

(5) 

24 Worthy of remark (7) 


1 Ancient British tribe (5) 

2 Vehicle (3) 

3 Cany out (7) 

4 Japanese robe (6) 

5 Latin American dance 

6 (Sin (9) 

7 Not deep (7) 

11 Lie (9) 

13 Shortfall (7) 

15 Imprecise (7) 

16 Coloured pencil (6) 

IS Charm (5) 

19 Area for shooting prac- 
tice (5) 

22 Bone (3) 


Solution to yesterdays Concise Crosmnfc 
ACROSS: 1 Harts, 4 Topping (Hcartstopping), 8 Lampoon, 9 Niece. 
10 Inner. 11 Related. 13 Glen, 15 Guinea, 17 Voyage. 20 Stye. 22 Re- 
plete. 24 David, 2b Great, 27 ftopulv, 28 Dcsetvc, 29 Suede!. DOWN: 
1 Helping. 2 Roman, 3 Scourge. 4 Tenure. 5 Panel, 6 Inertia. 7 Greed. 
12 Emy. 14 Last. 16 Impress. 18 Oedipus, 19 Endorse, 21 Temple, 22 
Rudd, 23 Enier, 25 Value. 


Love all; dealer West 



North 

4QJ9 

<974 

OAK 10 93 
4K54 


West 


East 

4A52 


464 

<998632 


VQ J 105 

Onone 


07542 

4QJ 1073 

South 

♦ K 108 7 3 

«9AK 

OQJ86 

492 

4A86 


West had a very dear idea as to how the defence should go 
on this deal, but unfortunately his partner was not cm the 
same wavelength. Could be have made matters easier for 
East? 

After a pass by West, North opened One Diamond, 
South responded One Spade, and now West came to life 
with Two Diamonds - a Michaels cue-bid, suggesting 
length in the unbid suits. North doubled - not because he 
expected his opponents to play there, but conventionally 
showing three-card support for spades. East passed, and 
South's jump to Four Spades ended the auction. (A save in 
Five Hearts by East-WfesL would have cost only 100 points.) 

West led 4 Q against Four Spades and was allowed to 
hold the trick. He realised that the defenders could come 
to at most two club tricks and he continued with 43 to 
East’s ace and awaited a diamond return. 

He is still waiting, for East switched to the queen of 
hearts. East never got in again, and South was soon able to 
claim. 

You might argue that the three of dubs was a dear suit 
preference signal, but West had a more direct way of 
clarifying the position. Suppose he switches to <99 at trick 
two. This makes it clear that be has nothing of value in the 
heart suit, and later, when he gets in with the ace of 
inunps, his second club lead will be sure to attract the right 
return. 


13 M IS Iti r 18 39 20 21 22 33 24 



12 U 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 


This was a difficult decision which faced Wendy Kaplan 
in Lhe final of the Illinois State Championship. At 
double match point Wendy - who remains the only 
woman ever to have won the World Championship - 
has a 52 to play. 

As she is trailing in the race by 62 pips to 90, the 
running play 20/13 can quickly be discounted. There 
are three real choices: (a) 13/8, 13/11; (b) 13/8, 7/5; (c) 
7/5, 6/1. All three plays have their merits. Play (a) 
keeps contact without damaging the home braid; play 

(b) constructs a dosed home board making any hit by 
Black a game winner, but leaves White a direct shot; 
play (c) maintains maximum contact at the cost of a 
weakening of the home board. 

In the game, Wendy made the bold choice of 13/8, 
7/5. Her opponent roDed 43 which he played 6/2, 6/3. 
On her next roll Wendy had to move her remaining 
man from her mid-point. White then rolled 51. played 
13/7. Wendy roiled 62. bitting both blots with 
2Q/18*/12*, and easily won the game. 

Wendy had made a bold play under pressure and 
reaped her due reward. The ability to play well under 
extreme pressure is the hallmark of a good player. And 
wbat of her choice of move? 

Extensive roll-outs show that the best move is play 

(c) , albeit not by much. The key thing for Black in this 
position is to hit a shot, and she should play the move 
that optimises her chances of a shot on the next roIL 
The slight damage to the home board is not as 
important as generating that possible shot. A good 
lesson in weighing the importance of different 
elements of a position. 


t. 
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Batdefine: While the debate raged, pro-Bill demonstrators confronted hunt supporters outride the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre in Westminster Photograph: Rui Xavier 
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ec includes air conditioning and a powerful six-speaker stereo. But for really taking tbe rough with the smooth, 
"iln your binoculars on the Grand Cherokee Limited. For all its ragged ability, the 4.0 litre Limited can reach 0-.60 mpb 

1 ’ * ’-TtVi. 

under 10 seconds. And boasts automatic climate control, ABS and a sumptuous leather interior that includes power 
r ’)ustable, heated, front seats. Is there a more luxurious way to reach 8,000ft? Only if you also own a private jet. 
""Sxes for the Grand Cherokee range start at £26,495 on the road. JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616159 . 


,,j 2 S LITRE TU*I0 DIESEL AND 4.0 LITRE PETROL LAREDO H4.4JJ. ALL PRICES QUOTED ARB ON THE ROAD AND INCLUDE ONI YEAR'S 


,, E DjtNGE: *■* UT ** PET “ OL L,urrED OR GOING TO PRESS. SEND COUPON TO JIBT INFORMATION SERVICE, FREEPOST IMS. SANDWICH, KENT CTII ERR 

CHEROKE* ...AiEirkTlONS ARE CORRECT *» 


THBJEBF GRAND CHER° BS " aNO SMC «FICAT10NS ARE 

‘ ROAD FUND LICENC® < £l 50 
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How they voted on 

Bill for a ban 


Nkk 


LABOUR up. BACKING’ WEI 
Dta * (Covent ry NEX 




(SwwHMELJmxAiMtanon (mawnMBw w “" V.TT'n Camborne). Char- 
NV^^i Ashcoo (Basse dew?. Tony 

HS 5 S 31 %^ 35 £SS 

fan* Market Beckett (Derty * ^ ^ 


*"*X Margaret ***** A^Be^ (D«*or **“*»* 


sgjsa a^»H sa,gas 

Upon Tyne E and Wilbend). R*«*^ *®"*jR™**2i iSkloo NX Richard 
mamodc and Loudoui), Karon Buck niricrin* Bute fCa*da 

Bw*» (Bdmfoftam AJar ( ^^ 




Nert5,^to3in 

Michael Qapham (Barnsley W and 




SqS), Robin Corbea^tBirnTk^iTi ^ngmo). 


T>ne CM 


lom uec ( tooting). i«aa uanum,»»~, v -j-v i|_ f- IHV 

Cry (KejgNey). John C*«r(Hornd^ 


Wxrejh CeraraJ). K«di Darvtt (UprSnster). Vder 


awtetCawpH^). Teny Davis (Blmfogbam Hodge ^ 
raster and WyreJ.Janec Dean (Burton), John D«ihamjgourta»np»nljKg^^ 
cb«w Dfamore (HendonLJkn Dobbin (Htywood and PBddtaon). Brian Dawioe 
(Cunntnghame S)TJ^Dowd (L*wbham W). David 


wards (Monmoutffc Owl Bford (Bdwn). lottol ahran 


fisher (Stoke Central). Jin Ftaparritk (Poland CatvJ^ To^ Loma R^T 
moM /ItodHfaleL Caro** Hint (Don Way), Pad ^ (N^vport W) . Barb ara 


Fotet(S**»*a). Derek 


Rye), Midtori Foster (Worcester), George Foultes 
VaBoy). Maria Fyfe (Glasgow MsryWn). George Galloway (Glasgow Kah*i),r»ce 
Gapes (Ilford Sparry Gaidar (Brent N). NUI Gerrard 
Gibson (Norwich N). Linda GHnoy (Plymouth Sutton). Dr Nooj y Godnwn 
(Greenock and kwwJyde). Roger Goddff Strafl Head* 

Rauf Goggfrts (Wythenshawo and SWe £) Bbten Gordon (Hanford}. Benge Gram 
(Tottenham), Jane Griffiths (Reatfing E). Win Griffiths 

(Telford). John Grown (Selby). John Gunnell (Moriey and Rodiwefl). Peter htaln 
(Neath). frSa hbfl (Wbwer Vale). Patrick Hafl (Bedford). FaMan Hamilton (Ueds 


NR David Hanson (Ddyn). Harriet Harman (Camberwefl and Packham). Syhria 
Heai (Halesowen and Rowley Regis), John Healey (Wlentwordi). Doug |H«kr- 
son (Newcasda Upon Tyne N), Iwn Henderaon (Harwich), Stepharv Hepburn (ju- 
rewL John Heppefl (Nottingham E), Stephen Hesford (Wirraf W), ^triea Heurttt 
(WetwerWlKert Hil (Straadnm). Dwkl Hlnchllffe (V>fckBfleld),Mai*iiwHo«iBB 
(Barking). John Home Robertson (East Lothian), Jimmy Hood (Clydesdale). Geoff 
Hoon (AshSfaMJ. Phil Hope (Corby), ICeMn Hopkins (Luton N). Ahn Howarth 
(Newport Q, George Howard! (Knowsley N and Sefton Dr Kim Howefc (Pbn- 
typrkW). Lindsay Hoyle (Choriey). Beverley Hughes pcretfoidand Unnston). Kevfa 
Httfies (Doncaster N). Joan Humble (Bhdqsool N and HeaswoocQ. AJui Hurat 
(Braintree). John Hutton (Barrow and Fumess). Brian Iddon (Boltnn SE),EriclB- 
sl«r (Bamday Cerrtrd). GkmdaJadoQn (Hampetoad and hfighpce). Helen Jadcson 
(Shrffidd HBsborough). Dwld Jamieson (Ptymoudi Devonport), Brian Jenkins 
(Tamsworth). Ahn Johraon (Hull W & Hessht). Melanie Johnson (Welwyn Hair 
MdV. Barry Jones (Alyn »d Deeside), Rone Jones (Newark), Helen Jones (V\fcr- 
rkwton N), Jenny Jones (Woherhampion SVI^. Jon Owen Jones (CardHT Central), 
Dr [ynnejonu (Wrmk^am SeHyOaJi), Martyn Jones (Chvyd S). Tessa Jtmval (Dul- 
wich and Wist Norwood). Gerald Kaufman (Pfonchesta- Gorton). Sally Keebie 
(Northampton N), Ahn Kean (Fchham and Heston). Am Keen (Brentford and 
hhworth), Ruth Kelly (Bohan W). Fraser Kemp (Houston and VWshtngron E). 
Jane Kennedy (Uverpod Wavertrae), Ptara Khebra (EaEng Souchal), David Kfd* 
my (Soflford). Andy King (Rugby end Kenilworth), Oona King (Bethnal Green and 
Bow), Tess Kir^iswn (Gloucenar), Dr Ashok Kumar (hBddlesbrou^i S and Clere- 
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Spies reveal 
Pretoria’s 
dirty war 
on Winnie 


Winnie Mandela was 
portrayed as the victim 
of a dirty propaganda 
war at yesterday's Truth 
and Reconciliation 
hearing. Mary Braid in 
Johannesburg says others 
accused her of being a 
police informer 


Two former spies told the com- 
mission that British and Amer- 
ican agents secretly helped the 
apartheid regime to spread ru- 
mours that Mrs Mandela was a 
child-killer, an alcoholic and a 
drug-user. 

South African agents, it was 
claimed, placed this disinfor- 
mation about Mis Mandela in 
British newspapers. 

RjuI Erasmus, one of the 
South African agents, said 
members of the British Con- 
servative Party's Monday Club 
were “principal agents” in- 
volved in spreading propagan- 
da. His feUow operative, John 
Louis McPherson, claimed be 
had been given a list of friend- 
ly journalists. 

But Azhar Cachalia, the 
chief ANC appointee in the De- 
partment for Safely and Secu- 
rity, said that during the late 
1980s - when the murders and 
violent attacks Mis Mandela is 
implicated in, including the 
killing of Stompie Seipei 
Moeketsl 14, took place -many 
suspected she was a police spy. 

“Just about everyone 
seemed to be aware that there 
were guerrillas and arms in the 
Mandela home,” said Mr 
Cachalia, who was part of the 
leadership of the United De- 
mocratic Front, which publicly 
distanced itself from Mrs Man- 
dela in 1 989. He said it was dif- 
ficult to understand why the 


police did not raid herhome at 
the height of the state of emer- 
gency. “Did they want to use 
what was happening around 
her home to discredit our pres- 
ident [Nelson Mandela] when 
he was released,” he mused, 
shrugging his shoulders. “There 
were a million agendas.” 

A murky picture was further 
confused by an admission from 
the Police Commissioner, 
George Fivaz, that Jerry 
Richardson, former coach of the 
“Mandela Football dub” and 
now serving life for Stompie's 
murder, was a police spy. He 
was on the police payroll only 
two years ago. Mr Fivaz claimed 
he had provided information 
about other cases. 

Richardson attended this 
week's hearings wearing the 
colours of the team that rarely 
took to the pitch but terrorised 
Soweto. Mr Cachalia said he 
thought Mrs Mandela was in- 
volved in the murder of Dr Abu 
Baker Asvat a few weeks after 
Stompie's murder. 

The doctor is believed to 
have seen Stompie after he 
was beaten for three days at Mis 
Mandela's home. Mr Cachalia 
said that because Mrs Mandela 
and the doctor had been close 
friends he had been unable to 
contemplate the possibility of 
her ordering the murder. 

Mr Cachalia launched an 
emotional appeal to Mrs Man- 
dela after a commisskxier asked 
if his testimony was shaped by 
a “political agenda". The com- 
missioner suggested he might be 
part of an Indian cabal within 
the ANC which is hostile to 
“Africanists' " such as Mrs Man- 
dela. Mr Cachalia said: “Part of 
me wants to go up and bugyou 
and say ‘Let us go away from all* 
this' ... But another part of me 
says we cannot go forward un- 
less there is accountability ” 





Head cases: Candy Rosa Turd os, a Liberal Party worker, at an information centre in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, in presidential and 
general elections tomorrow the Liberal candidate, Carlos Flores Facusse, is expected to win the top post Photograph: AP 


Japan puts 
Nasa in space 


Japan Launched a foreign satel- 
lite with its own rocket for the 
first time yesterday, boosting 
the nation’s satellite-launching 
technology and chances of de- 
veloping a lucrative space pro- 
gramme. 

The H-2 rocket, carrying a 
satellite designed to study 
tropical and subtropical rain- 
fall, lifted off from Tane- 
gashima Space Centre - in 
southern Japan, 

The tropical rainfall mea- 
suring mission satellite was de- 
veloped at a cost of 33 billion 
yen ($ 260m) by Nasa, the US 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

— Tokyo (AP) 


Indian coalition collapses 


The powerful Congress Party 
withdrew support from India's 
ruling coalition yesterday, forc- 
ing die Prime Minister to resign 
in the third government collapse 
in less than two years. 

“We have withdrawn support 
to the United Rront government 
under IK GujraL Ws have com- 
municated this to the presi- 
dent,” Congress chief Sitaram 
Kesri said, referring to the 
Prime Minister. Hours later, a 
spokesman announced Mr Gu- 
jral’s resignation. Mr Kesri, 
during a 30-minute meeting 
with President KR Narayanan 
earlier in the day, had staked 
Congress's claim to form the 
next government 

“We are sure, given a chance, 
we-would be able to prove our 
majority on the floor of the 


house,” he said in a letter to the 
president released to reporters. 
The President is India’s consti- 
tutional head of state. 

Congress abandoned Mr 
Gujral’s seven-month-old, 14- 
party United Front government 
after accusing one of its mem- 
bers of supporting rebels Linked 
to the 1991 assassination erf par- 
ty leader and former Prime 
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi: Con- 
gress and the Front came to- 
gether in 1996 to keep the 
Bharatiya Janata Party from 
forming a government Mr Gu- 
jral is the second prime minis- 
ter to lead the nation and the 
United Front, after Congress 
withdrew support from a pre- 
vious Front chief deemed 
ineffective in March. 

— AP, New Delhi 


Mob backs 
Pakistan PM 


Government supporters 
stormed Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court yesterday to demand the 
resignation of Chief Justice 
Sajjad Ali Shah for putting 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
on trial for contempt of court 
Demonstrators climbed over 
railings as dozens of riot po- 
lice looked on and did noth- 
ing: The demonstrators called 
on Shah to to step down and 
end weeks of constitutional cri- 
sis caused by a showdown be- 
tween Sharif, the judiciary and 
President Fhrooq Leghari. The 
confrontation has paralysed 
politics and unnerved financial 
markets. 

Reuters 


| ,500 farm 
on the che 



drive has severely undermined the > south- 
ed African state’s 

tod^cesofs^ring aldfrom tbeWJ- 

The hit list includes cpsnpaoyg^®?* 
Nuauetsi Ranch 
CKf -ore than 

south-eastern Zimbabwe isfhe '*rgf**~ 

Se block to be earmarked for the pm-- 
famine. It also includes Tanche^ti* 
guiwest owned by the Oppenheim^fom- 
0y of South Africa’s gpld nmung gro«P An- 
do American Corporation. ■- j/- 

The government, which says it wul pay 
only for equipment and improvements.^ 
not the land, invited, those ^th genuine 
grounds" for objecting to designate* ofthe 
farms to lodge their complain ts by 28 De- 
cember. The government 
more than a dozen farms owned by raack 
fanners, although they do not include 
those of senior government officials, some 

of whom own several forms. 

President Robert Mugabe said ne was 
pressing ahead with the comroyensial land 
reform programme because it is crucial to 

achieving social justice. 

The mainly white Commercial Fanners 
Union (CFU) said in a statement yester- 
day that it had emphasised to the govern- 
ment ibirt land reform “for whatever 
reason" must be judged on how it con- 
tributes to economic growth, greater food 
security and job creation and stability. 

The government did not say when it 
would actually take control of the 1,503 
farms earmarked. But in October, Mr 
Mugabe said this would happen “in the year 
of our Lord 1997”. 

Mr Mugabe’s plans have stirred anger 
and anxiety in the country's commercial 
fanning heartland, where many say there 
is already enough land on the open mar- 
ket for the resettlement programme. The 
government wants to acquire some 5.5 mil- 
lion hectares (13.7 million acres) - about 
half the land owned by white farmers. 

Mr Mugabe, who has ruled since inde- 
pendence in I9S0,says that Britain, the for- 
mer colonial master, should pay for the (and 
which he said was seized by British immi- 
grants when they colonised the country in 
the 1890s. Britain, has refused, arguing the 
fanners were now Zimbabwean citizens. 

— Harare, Reuters 
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The Independent and 
Self ridges Food Hall 
Gastronomic Event 

1st December 1997: 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Is food your passion? The appreciation of good food is now very much part of our culture, and to celebrate. 
The independent and SeHh'dges have joined forces to create a fabulous event at one of London’s most presti- 
gious Food Halls. You will have the opportunity to sample exotic and unusual culinary delights, wacdi the ex" 
perts demonstrate their skills and question leading purveyors of the finest foods. On arrival you will be greeted 
with a comple*hentary glass of Louis Roederer Champagne, there is also the chance for you to enter ourortee 
draw with one lucky reader winning a trip to Paris including a meal at Fauchon and first class travel on Eurostar 
Every reader will be given a Panettone (worth £6) on departure. We only have a limited number of tickets’ 
priced £10 each so to secure your invitation simply call our Ticket Hotline number - 0171 293 2728 
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Rough justice: Paul* a former resident at Campsfield House Detention Centre. Inmates claim they are subjected to racial abuse 

Britain’s four-letter welcome for the frightened 


Britain treats many 
asylum -seekers as 
criminals who deserve 
both punishment and 
humiliation. Steve 
Crawshaw talks to those at 
the sharp end who still 
hope that things might 
change. 


Inthe visitors’ reception area of 
Campsfield House - just inside 
the high perimeter fence, 
topped by double rolls of razor- 
wire -a printed poster proclaims 
iSroup Four’s code of conduct 
with regard to the detainees. 
This includes the commitment 
to be “courteous, impartial and 
free of racial bias”. 

Curious, then, that “fuck 
you” is a form of address fre- 
quently used by the private se- 
curity guards, when answering 
detainees’ questions. Odd, too, 
that African asylum-seekerssay 
they are told: “This isn’t a blade 
country”, when they ask for an 
explanation of why they are be- 
ing held behind bare. 

Campsfield briefly found it- 
self back in the headlines earli- 
er this year when inmates rioted. 
According to the official version, 
the “premeditated” riot showed 
the violent tendencies of the in- 
mates. But according to de- 
tainees' accounts, the riot was 
the culmination of a series of 
provocations by the guards. 

Whatever the truth of the 
Invents behind this summer’s ri- 
ots, it is dear that the purpose- 
built detention centre - a 
two-storey red-brick building, 
tucked away along a qiuet Ox- 
fordshire country road - does 
little to suggest that foreigners 
might be welcome. The 200 in- 
mates have committed no 
crimes. And yet, the repeated 
frisking of all visitors and the 
long list of prohibited itons (cig- 


arettes and phonecards arc 
among the few items that you 
are allowed to bring in) are just 
one reminder that the treatment 
of Campsfield detainees would 
be little different if they were 
drug-smugglers or thieves. 

Officially, the inmates of 
Campsfield (which opened as a 
detention centre in 1993) are be- 
hind bars because they are per- 
ceived as being at risk of 
absconding. In reality, one im- 
portant purpose seems to be 
merely to disoourage others- at 
a weekly cost of hundreds of 
pounds per person. From the 
Home Office's point of view, the 
more asylum-seekers who can be 
persuaded that Britain is not a 
pleasant place to be, the better. 

For some, the risk of re- 
turning home is considerable. 
Sylvia comes from Ogonfland in 
Nigeria - the native region of 
the writer Ken Saro-Wiwa. ex- 
ecuted amidst international 
protests in 1995. Sylvia's parents 
were both the victims of polit- 
ical murder. Her sister was" 
raped, and she was attacked. 
The political context is clear, 
several members of the family 
were active in an Ogoni move- 
ment which displeased the au- 
thorities. Sylvia, who was 
studying information technol- 
ogy. describes the events in a de- 
liberately steady voice, with 
only an occasional tremor. She 
now Deeds constant medical 
treatment, related to stress. 
She is convinced that she would 
be a target if she returned. 

Complainers are routinely 
punished. Newly released de- 
tainees, and those still at 
Campsfield. say that asking 
questions immediately gets you 
moved from the relative com- 
fort of Campsfield into a con- 
ventional prison. The riot in 
August began with a trivial 
spark: the transfer to prison of 
a detainee who had complained 
that inmates were not allowed 


to watch television. “Everyday 
they abuse you and swear at 
you," says a recently released 
inmate. 

Many at Campsfield give 
the impression that the spirit has 
been beaten out of them. 
Sylvia’s unde recently told hen 
“Cbme bade - even if it is to die. 
Better to die at home than to 
be in prison there ” Critics be- 
lieve that the official policy- 
makers would regard that as a 
kind of success: it would un- 
ambiguously convey the mes- 
sage that the UK is not a 
welcoming destination. 

HaJdm, a former Algerian 
policeman, talks of the political 
violence in his home country 
that is now encouraged by the 
authorities themselves, and 
which persuaded him to leave. 
“If you don’t kill, you are 
Tailed.” Hie argues that if his case 
were being considered while he 
was living outside, then be 
would feel more like a human 
being. “How could I abscond?” 
he asks, “I\e nowhere to go.” 

Paid, an Angolan recently re- 
leased from Campsfield, ar- 
gues that the detention centre 
is intended to be as depressing 
as possible. “It’s harder than at 
home. They’re trying to kill 
you bit by bit Your world is the 
limit - the borders of Camps- 
field are your borders.” He 
talks of the casual, built-in 
racism of the system. “When I 
tried to say something, they 
would treat me as though I am 
from the bush. They would say: 
‘You deserve this treatment’." 

Immigration policy is full of 
problems without solutions. 
Those countries which offer a 
politically better life usually of- 
fer a materially better life, too. 
It is therefore difficult to dis- 
entangle the issues of econom- 
ic and political asylum. The 
anti-asylum lobby argues that 
they are only here in search of 
more money. The pro-asylum 






mu 


lobby suggests that asylum- 
seekers arc only here because 
of political freedom. In reality, 
the two inevitably overlap. 
There are few Vaclav Havels in 
the world today - those who 
selflessly work for their coun- 
try to be less totalitarian, what- 
ever the cost Most are keen to 
escape for a more complex va- 
riety of reasons - including the 
fear of political violence and 
civil war. 


if they arc lucky, those rea- 
sons are compelling enough 
for them to be allowed to stay 
in Britain; if they are unlucky, 
the fact that they might lose 
their jobs or their lives if they 
return home is considered to be 
merely incidental 

Either way, critics suggest 
that there is no good reason why 
the ritual humiliation should 
continue of those who hope 
against hope that they will be al- 
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Condensation and Danpness- these are the 
enemies within 

made your home can be very eqjensive to remedy 

CONDENSATION 

Slreamingwinciows, pools ofwater on sills,peeling 
wallpaper and mould spots are just some of the 
most obvious miseries these vandals can inflict 
onyourhome. 

But there is one really effective way to defend your 
home-lheEbacHomedryd^ 

DAMPNESS 

Just one Ebac Hbmediy can protect your home and 
make it fed wanner and more comfortable. 

The Ebac Homediy comes in a range of finishes 
designed to fit into your home and is quietand 
economical to run. 

MOULD 

lbg^afltheevidencecaflEtecai013886026()2(H’ 
wrfle to Ebac Lid, Bishop Auddand, DL149AL 


Synod backs 
rethink on 
immigration 


Photograph; David Rose 


lowed to stay. The existing pol- 
icy has what one regular visitor 
to Campsfield calls a “com- 
pletely arbitrary” character, 
where the quality of mercy is se- 
verely strained. Annette Hyder. 
who works with released de- 
tainees in Oxford, notes that the 
depressions are made worse 
by uncertainty. “With a prison 
sentence, at least you have an 
idea of bow long it’s for. At 
Campsfield, you know nothing.” 


We need to rethink our 
policy on asylum seekers. 
That was the message 
from the General Synod 
yesterdays dare Gamer 
says they may have their 
prayers answered when 
the Government unveils 
the results of its policy 
review m January. 


The issue of asylum seekers is 
surrounded by ignorance and 
fear, and the agenda dictated by 
racism and xenophobia, the 
General Synod heard yesterday. 

Introducing his private 
member's motion at Church 
House, Westminster, the Rev 
David Houiding, from the Lon- 
don diocese, condemned the 
“fundamental injustices” in the 
1996 Asylum and Immigration 
Act which removed all benefits 
from asylum seekers unless 
they had declared themselves al 
part of entry into Britain. 

Mr Houiding said that, while 
there would always be those 
who take advantage of the 
system or even abuse it, talk of 
“bogus” asylum seekers was 
unacceptable. Nor should the 
recent arrival of refugees in 
Kent distract from the funda- 
mental issue. 

He also urged the Govern- 
ment to deal with the backlog 
of the 55,000 asylum seekers in 
Britain who are awaiting a de- 
cision. However, the motion. 


which was worded under the 
Tbry government, was amend- 
ed to drop the call for a total 
amn esty for all these people. 

The Bishop of Worcester, the 
Right Rev Peter Selby, said the 
Soeiip was a test “not just of our 
compassion but a f undam ental 


country”. He warned against the 
“fear of the stranger” and said 
Christians must convey the mes- 
sage that “those who entertain 
strangers may be entertaining 
angels unawares.” 

Last week Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, gave a speech 
to the Refugee Council promis- 
ing that Labour was bringing a 
“new spirit of openness” to the 
asylum issue. He promised that 
in January Labour would be an- 
nouncing “policies and practices 
which are well-informed, prop- 
erly considered, and founded in 
reason and principle". 

But Mr Houiding remains 
unconvinced, saying: “there has 
been no clear indication that 
they will repeal the Act or that 
they will restore the right to ben- 
efit for asylum seekers.” 

The final motion, which was 
backed unanim ously, expressed 
the Church's continuing con- 
cern about the effects of British 
asylum, immigration and na- 
tionality law. It welcomed the 
Government’s commitment to 
a “fairer, firmer system” and 
called for a law which is “hu- 
mane and non-discriminatoiy, 
and which enjoys the confi- 
dence of all our communities.” 
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Ebac 


Europe's best selling Dehumidiffers 

Available from: Altders. Apollo 2000, Comet. Currys, Eurorucs, Electricity Plus. 
Focus DIY. Homebase, House of Fraser, John Lewis Partnership, MiBer Bros., 
Northern Electric, Northern Ireland Electricity; Seaboard, Selected Co-ops, 
Scottish Power Lifestyle Plus, "tempo Electrical and Computer Superstores and aB 

good electrical retailers. 

For your Nearest Stockist Call 01388 602 602 

enqujry9ebac.oo.uk 
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Cyprus deal 
threatened 


by 



Cook goes CAP in hand 
to EU Union hopefuls 


Greece yesterday issued 
its bluntest warning yet 
that it will block Turkey's 
participation in next 
February's planned EU 
enlargement conference 
in London. Rupert Cornwell 
says the feud threatens 
to derail one of Britain^ 
most cherished 
diplomatic initiatives. 


Tile bone of contention, yet 
again, is the divided island of 
Cyprus, with whose interna- 
tionally recognised Greek- 
Cypriot government the 
European Union wfll open en- 
try negotiations next year - to 
the delighL of Athens but the 
undisguised fury of Ankara, 
whose awn application far 
membership the EU has again 
put on hold. 

After talks here with Tony 
Blair, the Greek Prime Minis- 
ter, Castas Simitis, was 
adamant: unless Turkey played 
by the rules of the European 
club and dropped its threats to 
incorporate the Turkish -Cypri- 
ot third of the island, “Greece 
is prepared to prevent Tkrkey 
taking part” in the unprece- 
dented gathering of current and 
aspiring EU member countries. 

But just a mile away from the 
Greek embassy residence where 
Mr Simitis was speaking to 
journalists, a (op Turkish diplo- 
mat declared that Ankara 
would leave no stone unturned 
to have the entry negotiations 
with Cyprus declared illegal 
because they were in breach of 
existing treaties. 


Inal Batu, in charge of I 
Cyprus affairsat the TUriosh for- [ 
eign ministry, told a conference i 
on Cyprus that Brussels should \ 
put the accession negotiations { 
with the island on hold until i 
both Turkish and Greek Cypri- j 
ot communities were repre- 1 
sented in its government. I 
For Britain, which nhn; to \ 
make the kick-off of enlarge- j 
meat talks the centrepiece of its [ 

EU presidency in 1998, Greece’s \ 
stance is a major worry. Tbch- 1 
□really. Britain can invite who- 1 
ever it likes to the conference, \ 
which will open in Buckingham j 
Palace. In practice though, a \ 
deal will have to be worked out ?■ 


at the forthcoming EU summit \ 
in Luxembourg, which is ex- = 
pected to endorse the European \ 

Commission’s reco mmendati on \ 
that entry negotiations begin \ 
with Poland, Hungary, the j 
Czech republic, Slovenia, Es - 1 
tonia and Cyprus - but not the j 
eternally jilted suitor Tbrkey. : A woman kissing the hand « 
Greece apart, most if not all | 

EU countries are happy to have j 

Ankara there. But the comfitions j ... 

set out by Mr Simitis yesterday j I V UUDS W 
seem to leave scant room for \ ■ 

manoeuvre. “This is not an idle j 

threat,” a Foreign Office official \ Tony Blair signalled yesterday 
admitted last night, “but we have j that he was prepared to keep 
to hope it can be overcome.” = British peace-keeping troops 
Upping Athens’ earlier de-J in Bosnia “to see this thing 
m ands, the Greek prime min - j through". 

Ister said not only must Tbrkey | The Prime Minister flew to 
drop its attempts to prevent the j Bosnia, ravaged by war be- 
negotiations with Cyprus, but it [ tween 1992 and 1995, for a six- 
must improve its humans rights i hour morale-boosting visit to 
record and accept the jurisdk- f British troops serving with the 
Don of the International Court 1 Nato-led Stabilisation Force 
in the Hague - which Greece { (S-For). 
believes favours its position in j ‘The reasons for getting in 

the separate dispute with [ here in the first place and the 
Ankara over territorial waters, j reasons for staying are still 




Negotiations to extend membership of ^European ^ 
to irefonner Soviet Woe countries ^ 

Europe wfll opened 31 March under Bntam schanman^p 
of the EU, the Foreign Secretary, Rx>bm Coo^ anflQUBoed 
yesterday. In Wiraaw on the final leg of a three-nati^ ynn 
topremare the ground, Mr Cookcommit^Brnam topfo- 
“o^.dicSkM.p oftheEirstu-gdyacpa^d 

ineffirient form policy. Tlie CAP would cause 

Poland and the other applicant states to spiral if applied;®- 


I to# 

: 

i s urvf 


plications for Central Europe • ■ ■ 




Eorop^n Union T^Poland^ economy is heavDy &nn d^o- 
dehuwfth more than a quarter of the workforce is employed, 
on the land, but Mr Cook said the CAP must made to^ 


culture was to develop, the CAP would have to shift 
sidies for production to direct support for rural commuaxties. 

Katherine Sutter, Worsow 


Paris panic over sex killer 


A woman kissing the hand of Tony Blair during his visit to the Sarajevo market 


Photograph: Damir Sago/j 


Hysteria has spread in Paris after police announced they were 
hunting a serial killer suspected of killing three women in their 
homes-by slitting their throats after raping them. Media spec- 
ulation that the killer may have committed other murders 
and the gory detailed reporting of his crimes have had a big 
impact in a France used to seeing serial murders asan Amer- 
ican phenomenon. The kffler, described as North African, ath- 
letic and between 25 and 30 yeare old, apparently followed 
his victims home and pushed them inside, as there wer e no 
sign of forced entry. Reuters - Paris 


Troops will stay in Bosnia, Blair says 


Chechens rebuff Yeltsin 


C&G Investment Rates 

Effective from 1 December 1997 


here, and I think iris important 
we see this thing through," he 
declared. 

Mr Blair, seeking to under- 
line Britain’s commitment to 
Nato-led peace-keeping oper- 
ations, flew in through thick fog 
to Banja Luka, the main town 
in the Bosnian Serb republic. 
There, he held a 15-minute 
meeting at the airport with the 
Bosnian Serb President, BDjana 
Plavsic, in a show of British sup- 
port for her leadership. 

Mrs Plavsic has pledged to 
abide by the 1995 Dayton peace 
agreement for Bosnia and waged 
a power struggle against her 
hardline nationalist opponents. 

He toured a huge derelict 
engineering factory where 
British troops are housed, and 
ate a greasy hot dog before in- 
specting Whrrior armoured 


fighting vehicles and climbing . 
onto a Challenger tank. 

Most of the 5.000-strong 
British contingents based in the 
Banja Luka region. The British 
soldiers have played a pivotal 
role in the conflict pitting the 
Western-backed Plavsic against 
hardliners loyal to Radovan 
Karadzic, the wartime Serb 
leader indicted for war Crimea 

Hundreds of British soldiers 
in armoured vehicles sur- 
rounded police stations this 
summer in Banja Luka to en- 
able Mrs Plavsic to remove 
hardline opponents and assert 
control over police units in the 
area. British troops were also in- 
volved in a shoot-out in the 
Bosnian Serb town of Prijedor 
in July, in which one war crimes 
suspect was shot dead and an- 
other arrested and sent for tri- 


al at the International Whr 
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague. 

Mr Blair said that bringing 
war criminals to justice was an 
important part of the British 
role in bringing peace to Bosnia, 
which he described as “an in- 
credible achievement”. 

Mr Blair’s visit comes a 
week before Nato defence min- 
sters meet to discuss the future 
of the Bosnia peacekeeping 
mission, which has about six 
months left in its 18-month 
mandate. 

Western governments have 
indicated they intend to extend 
the peacekeeping operation 
beyond June 1998, but the 
precise size and nature of a fol- 
low-on force has yet to be 
decided. 

— Reuters 
Banja Luka 


The Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, said he planned a good- 
will visit to Chechnya in January. But a Chechen official said 
an empty-handed trip could prompt the break-up of the en- 
tire Caucasus. Mr Yeltsin said his aim was to size up the econ- 
omy, shattered during Russia’s 21-month war against.. 
Chechnya, and erode separatist tendencies. “I will name only 
the month - January, though I know the exact day already.” 
Mr Yeltsin said. “This will ... work against our separation.” 
But the Chechen First Deputy Prime Minister, Movladi 
Udugov, said Chechnya wanted to see concrete results. 

Reuters - Moscow 


Judge quits pom video case 
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“Futi-bosomed*’ and “flat-chest- 
ed" are ouL Negroids and hidi- 
anoids are banned, and German 
regional accents must remain 
unrecognised 

Such are the new orders of 
Germany’s police persons, af- 
ter a purge of their vocabulary 
by the brigade of political cor- 
rectness discovered serious 
shortcomings. A 13-year-old 
code of approved terminology 
must now be rewritten with the 
offending words blacked out 

It all started with an inno- 
cent-looking complaint from a 
Lutheran youth group, critiris- ; 
ing certain “National Socialist I 
racial classifications" employed 
by the forces of law and order. 
People of African origin were 
routinely described in police 
files as “negroid", and Indians 
- not the Native American va- 
riety - as “indianoid". 

Such a charge is not to be 
taken lightly and the authorities 
immediately got to work. Ttvo 
years on. their long-awaited re- 
port has been published and 
acted upon. 

“It’s a fair cop." they told the 
Lutherans. There is to be none 
of that negroid stuff from now 
on. Blacks are to be referred to, 
instead, as afrikanisch. 

During their exhaustive 
search, the linguistic pa- 
trolpersons also uncovered oth- 
er offensive descriptions. AQ too 
often, witnesses or suspects 
were described by inappropri- 
ate adjectives, such as “full- 
bosomed" and “fiat-chested". 
Hie inspectors also objected to 
descriptions of regional ac- 
cents, such as “Pomeranian”, 
“Silesian'’ and “East Prussian". 

But at least Bavaria, the 
most conservative Land , with 
the funniest accent to bool, 
does not have to worry. Argu- 
ing that not all Africans are 
black, the Bavarian interior 
ministry has opted out of the 
new guidelines. So. for a while 
longer, some suspects in 
Munich wfll remain “negroid”; 
flat-chested or otherwise. 

— Imre Knrocs, Bonn 
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The National Court removed a judge from one of the most 
sensitive cases in Spain, one involving a sexually explicit video 
allegedly featuring a muckraking newspaper editor. Judge 
Javier Gomez de Liano was removed by the court at his own 
request after it agreed his independence had been compro- 
mised by testimony that he himself might be in another video- 
tape that has not been distributed yet. 

The action comes a week after Judge Gomez opened the 
inquiry into allegations that ex-officials of the previous So- 
cialist government produced and distributed a pornograph- 
ic video to discredit Pedro Ramirez, editor of El Mundo, a 
major daily. AP - Madrid 
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Cook wants 

loot to go 
directly to 
the survivors 


over 


le * killer 
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Rob in Co°kj«m t S to,, se The thrM-day conference 
£4pm ot gold bullion in would have to bring “ail the 
the vaults of the Bank of facls into the open." he said. 
England to compensate ‘* Those wh(J suffered so, yel still 
victims of the Holocaust ^^ deSCTV =^fa«wtheftill 

and their families. At About 240 delegates from 

present, 15 governments the 41 countries and a number 
whose gold reserves °f Jewish organisations will be 

were pilfered during the attending the Nazi-gold con- 

___ „__i. Terence in London. 

vtor want the money. tt. 0 ^ * - L 

_ _ 7 The staled purpose of the 

Our Correspondent conference is historical. It will 

reports from Warsaw. examine where gold looted by 

the Nazis during the war came 
from and what happened to iL 
. It will review what has al- 

A bleak siding al Umschlag- readv been done to make good 
plalz, near the centre of Vter- the losses suffered by countries 
saw, was the last sight of and to make restitution to in- I 


’ehuff Yelt 5 in 


freedom for 300,000 Polish 
Jews. From this spot between 
1942 and 1943, they were 
rounded up, loaded into cattle 


dividuais. And it will examine 
the case for further compensa- 
tion. 

Almost $4bn of gold looted 


trucks and transported to by the Nazis and recovered by 
-p£ ; Auschwitz. the Allies after the war has been 

In biting wind, standing at handed back lo occupied cou li- 
the same desolate site yesterday, tries such as Belgium, the 
the Foreign Secretary, Robin Netherlands and Luxembourg 
Cook, laid a wreath to honour whose gold reserves were Iool- 


the Warsaw Ghetto victims, to 
mourn what he called the 


ed by the Germans. 

Some five tonnes of the re- 




’*seo case ; 


■ .3 


“tremendously tragic pointless covered gold pool - less than 2 
waste of so much human life", per cent - remains in the Bank 
He also pledged to press the of England, worth around 
international community to “set £40m. 
the record straight” and end the It is this symbolic amount 

wrangling which has denied that Britain wants to see hand- 
Holocaust survivors and other ed over for the benefit of in- 
Nazi victims the right to know dividual survivors and their 
wbai happened to billions in families. 

. — While 15 countries have laid 

claim to the remaining gold, the 

BY KATHERINE S 3 SMJSJ 5 : 

l 12 1 JTT F R which made up the Allied Tri- 

kj i partite Gold Commission after 

_ the war, is that governments ! 

should relinquish their demands 
gold and other assets stolen or and agree that the money 
hidden from them since the war. should instead go to individual 
Thfe markings ofthe old rail- victims, 
way line are still visible at Urn- 1 _l Foreign Office research has 
schiagplatz . On the stark white concluded that of the gold held 
marble monument covered with in the Bank of England at least 
. the names of » 'dims it says sim- some must be private assets, in 
'ply: “Along this path of suffer- other words smelted-down gold 
ing and death over 300,000 Jews teeth and items of jewellery tak- 
were driven from the Warsaw en from victims. Allied forces 
Ghetto to thega: chambers of found boards of gold stashed 
the Nazi extermination camps." near the concentration camps. 

After hisyisit to the memo- “There is a strong likeli- 
rial Mr Cook said' “Keeping hood that some personal gold, 
alive the memory of the Nazi including teeth and jewelleiy, 
victims is our duty, as is repa- were mixed up with monetary 


ration to those who survive/ 


a Foreign Office 




Mr Cbok used his visit to the spokesman said. British officials 
memorial to propose the said the Government would be 
launch of a £40m fund which for appealing to the goodwill of 
the first time would direct help participants at the conference 
to individual concentration- rather than on the baas of any 
.-«mp survivors and their £am- legal evidence on the ownership 
flies. Britain wants backing for of what remains. “This is a 
the reparation fund when rep- moral question: we have mon- 
resentatives of 41 governments ey for distribution, the remain- 
gather from Tuesday to try to ing survivors are getting older, 
unravel with historians and oth- so the next few years will be the 
er experts the full mystery of lasr chance to deal with it dur- . 

... . . . ■ l!far««Vkinc 99 cairl o ! 


gold looted by the Nazis. 

“Tbday some £40m still re- 
mains to be distributed. Britain 
has proposed that the remain- 
ing gold be used to set up a fund 


ing their lifetimes,” said a 
spokesman. A minor setback is 
that a report on British policy 
towards enemy property frozen 
in Britain at Lhe end of the war 


to compensate individual Holo- is not yet complete and will be 
caust victims and their families, published after the conference. 


si* 




particularly those who so far 
have received little or no com- 
pensation for their suffering”. 


it has been suggested that some 
assets remain in British banks 
which could and should have 



Old Master painting 
may be handed back 

If the Nazis stole a valuable If no evidence of Nazi l 001 ™!* 
17th-century painting during exists and no victim ran be 
the Second World Wir, it wiD found, the family wuM"?* 
be returned or donated to a again “to settle fee 
museum, the owners said after of tbe picture. The Globe sort 
it was withdrawn from auction. Sotheby’s listed the p am ting 
Peter Henle, son of the with a notation showing it had 
German collector Guenther been acquired for a museum 
Henle, said in a letter to the Hitler planned to build in the 
London branch of Sotheby’s Austrian city of Linz. 


that his family would look for 
the victim and return the pain- 
ing If it was stolen. 


Guenther Henle, an indus- 
trialist and political architect of 

the post-war Christian Demo- 


It was to have been auc- czatic government in Germany, 
tioned at next week. The letter bought , the painting in 1961 
was released to The Boston from the Amsterdam dealer 
Globe, which first reported the Pieiie de Boer, who helped the 
painting’s dubious ownership Nazis obtain 300 paintings dur- 
back ground. Should the victim ing the war. 
turn out to be Jewish with no Qri Soltes, director of 
dftamw iantSt the letter said, the Washington’s National Jewish 
p ainting /j dune landscape Museum, said the Henles ef~ 
with two figures by a fence (left), fort “is as correct as one could 
by Jacob van Ruisdael, would. ■ hope for, and reflects a sensi- 
be dnnaiftd to “an appropriate dvity for rapprochement.” 
museum or gallery in Israel” AP — Boston 


Well look after you when you 
need hospital treatment, 




\ X fhen you take out 
V y private medical cover, 
you can expect to receive 
immediate access to high 
quality private hospital 
treatment from leading 
medical experts , whenever 
you need it 

And with PPP healthcare, 
that’s just what you get 
treatment arranged at a time to 
suit you, in the comfort and 
privacy of a selected private 
hospital, with no lengthy waiting 
lists to worry about 

But we don’t stop there. At A 
PPP healthcare, we believe that 
looking after your health 
involves caring for every aspect of your 
well-being. It means being there to 
support you every day, not just at 
those times when you need to arrange 
hospital treatment. 

Professional support and 
information 24 hours a day 

PPP healdheare members enjoy 
exclusive access to our unique 24 -hour 

'■ •/ indebted to ybu, . • * 




. ■ ■■ v 




Y • f4, - 









well look after you 
” when you don’t. : 

at 4 / 


' I^reign Secretary been returned to victims of 

alro cafied on participating Nazism. And °“ 
countries,- Which include the ^edy^e^ythatihcco^ 
SWiss and other neutrals whose ferenra should not be x er > as 


banks, are thought to have 
hoarded vast amounts of mon- 
ey deposited by Jews before the 
war, to “set the record straight” . 


a “quick fix”. ‘At least 10 years’ 
minim um work is needed on an 
international scale before these 
questions are resolved.” 




r 
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Lenin’s Swiss bank 

account discovered 

: ||§Ld fiwr to an 

; Jading to later to rise to »orid 

m revolutionai, .eader^ed 

: -l 9 E 25 & SSSS 5 ! 353 i“ 

fte^e of the war on the aaatemfioat bmoteo 

a W®ieading fbr ^unt with the Zuricher 

, tram- had 0 P e °®f^L^SfeSSul journey. It was from 

the foot, including interest. — 

‘ Bonn 
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Health Information Line. You can call 
free of chatge at any time of the day or 
night and speak in confidence to our 
team of health professionals - including 
nurses, midwives and . pharmacists - 
about any. health- related matter that 
concerns you. 

It may be something that can be dealt 
with in a single phone call, such as a 
queiy about a medicine or the address of 
your nearest open chemist Or we might 
follow up your call by sending you more’ 
information if you wish. 

We have access to the largest 
electronic medical library in Europe, with 
feet sheets 'on a vast variety of medical 
topics, arid we can put you in touch with 
many different health organisations. 

Regular Health Checks 
and Eye Tests 

Another way we look • 
after you even when you're :j ' 
well is with a confidential y 
Health Check on most 
plans, after you’ve been a -■ 

ppp heatfheare member for two years, and 
every two-years after that 

This gives you valuable reassurance rf 
you are in good health Or it could, help 
diagnose any problem in its early stages - 




• t*.Z > ; -<i -s 


so you can arrange treatment straight 
away and maximise your chance of a full 
and speedy recovery. 

In addition to your Health Check, we 
will also pay for you to have an Eye Test 
every year. 

You can enjoy the peace of mind of 
quality cover with PPP healfiicare from 


HEALTH CHECK 

after hw years and every two 

years after that on most plans. 

£100 CASH TAX-FREE 
per night spent as an 
NHS patient, up to £2,000. 

24- HOUR HEALTH 
INFORMATION LINE 

direct to qualified medical 
professionals. 365 days a year. 

NEARLY 60 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
of providing quality healthcare. 

ANNUAL EYE TESTS 

■worth £15 each year on meat plans.- 

ALL ULLS SETTLED DIRECT 
so you’re not out of pocket 

YOUR PERSONAL 
ADVISORY TEAM 
to help with any query or claim. 


around £15 a month. That’s less than 5 op 
a day! So why not ring PPP healthcare 
now, on 0800 33 55 55 , for your free 
personal quotation? . 

We’ll also send you a 
^ ree ^ ar ^ ser pen with our 
com P^ iments - y°ms to 
- k ce P whatever you decide. 

£10 ° cash P er n ’2ht If 

: .£y?v; you use an NHS bed 

You never know when you might need 
to be admitted to hospital for treatment 
in an NHS bed - particularly in an 
emergency. If that should happen, well 
pay you £100 cash for eveiy night you 


spend as an NHS hospital in-patient- that’s 
£ 700 a week (up to £ 2 , 000 ) - tax-free under 
current legislation. 

Our commitment to care is at 
the heart of our service 

Should you become ill and need to 
take advantage of your private medical 
cover, you’ll want to be sure of the 
best possible service. That's why 
we allocate a special Personal M 1 
Advisory Team to you, to help you 
every step of the way. 

They’ll be happy to deal with any , 
queries you have, no matter how j 
small: they’ll confirm exactly what | 
you are covered for, and guide you I 
through our simple claims process I 
from start to finish. Jj 

At PPP healfhcare. we even pay 9 
your medical hills direct, so you 9 
don’t have to find the money first 9 
arid then claim it back. V 


Nearly 60 years of 


experience 


It’s perhaps not surprising 


that the company concerned 
with givipgyou the best possible 


care has been around for a long 


time. PPP healthcare has been 


providing specialist healthcare 


services for nearly 60 years. 
Today, we are one of the UiCs 

I largest healthcare companies, 
providing cover to over 2 million 
people. 

Last year, we paid out an 
average of over £ 1.6 million in claims 
every working day. 

Ask for your quotation now 
without obligation 

Why not find out how affordable 
1 1 PPP healthcare can be? Ring us 
■ jEi now for a personal quotation, or 
complete and return the coupon: 
fi:| you’ll be under no pressure to take 
■ j out a plan. 

IJ Remember we’ll send you a 
1:1 Free Parker Pen with your quotation. 

And when you take out a plan, 
!■ we 11 also give you your first 
month’s cover free. 

I Yoa13 be covered for all new 
r medical conditions which arise after the 
start of your plan. And we guarantee 
you won’t have to take a medical 
examination when you apply. 

So ask foryour personal quotation 
today. After all, why risk a painful wait 
for any treatment you might need, 
when you could guarantee yourself 
immediate access to a quality private 


and then claim it back. f: hospital, at such an affordable price? 

Reply today for your no-obligation quotation and FREE Parker Pen 
and receive one month’s FREE cover when you take out a plan. 


Call j t 


°8oo 33 55 55 


Sam-Bpm weekdays, qam -ipm Saturdays. Calls may be recorded. One pen per household only. 

QUOTAT,ON NOW T£> PPP FH£Ei>OST. PPP ^ j 

Uppenon Rud. Emboanw. Em Suwa BN2I lBJLNo*umn kivnU * 


QUOTATION NOW TO PPP FRE£J>OST. PPP ho** 

Emtoomc. Eibj Jaw, BN 21 IBB. No tump ts needed. 

<Mr/Mn/Mte*/Mi) Inltiila Snnunie_ 


Tdephooe No. (Djy)_ 


. (Evening). 


4 1 wemnof a without this dale.; 

Name ofMherarfuh u be included : Daw cf Birth / / 

Numberefchildrenundarannheingi ^Hy ! 

If yew h»ve 4 ciumnihealdicaro policy, pleese^ve your twuewol del* / < 

Mhscusd companies mey be node. If yea would praJcr not to iveehv thte wviu. 
PNHIB.U BKt... 
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Win they get us to the wedding on time? Forgc^Franc^the assembtedCompUcitecornpanychosetogather at Audfey End instead 
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One wedding and, luckily, no one’s funeral 


Theatre de Com pi icite 
are Britain's leading 
'physical theatre’ 
company. Who better to 
bring John Berger's novel 
To the Wedding* to the 
airwaves? Roger Elsgood, 
producer of tomorrow 
night’s Radio 3 version, 
kept a diary of their 
work in progress. 


John Berger is having a thought 
and. my word it’s a masive one. 
He's wandering around the 
room clutching his cranium, as 
if he’s frightened to let it go, 
holding on to his head with an 
intensity that matches the 
process going on inside. I've seen 
the happen before but, when it 
occurs, it's always spectacular. I 
stand and stare, amazed at this 
conspicuous display of creativ- 
ity. He’s trying to solve a prob- 
lem, his problem, our problem: 
bow to re-create his novel To the 
Wedding as a drama for radio. 

It's early March. The first 
workshop day. We’re in an 
RSC rehearsal room in 
Qapham - a room big enough 
to try out chariot racing. 

Earlier that day. John had. 
Eurostarred in from Paris with 
an enormous basket of cherries 
- “picked from the garden this 
morning”. Waiting to work 
with him are LOo Baur (Lurie, 
in the last Berger/Complicite 
collaboration. The Three Uvcs 
of Lucie Cabrol), Katrin 
Cartiidge (fresh from starring 
in Mike Leigh's Career Girls), 


a dutch of Compllcfte actors, 
director Simon McBumey, co- 
adapter Mark Wheatley and 
me. I can feel a creative charge 
in the air and almost hear the 
distant rustle of expensive leaps 
of the imagination. 

Our first major problem is 
that both John and Simon want 
to change the character of the 
narrator. Theyfeel that a blind 
Greek ranuz seller is not what is 
wanted. But what is? Sitting 
around the table, we' fcjck 
around a few ideas punctuated 
by several longueurs, a few 
coughs, and no solutions. It’s 
then we become aware of John 
circling the room thinking- He’s 
on another planet, orbiting with 
his intellect no longer aware of 
the place, the time. us. ’ 

Eventually he lands. He's 
back, only he’s talking to him- 
self. “I mean. .. [long pause] the 
narrator has to be a... [pause] 
- a river! The Po! The longest 
river in Italy!" Now, why didn’t 
we think of that! 

Having made three previous 
programmes with John, I knew 
it could be like this, but having 
never worked with Complicate 
before, I had no idea of the turns 
this production would take be- 
fore it was finished. It was also 
the first rime they had worked 
as a company for radio- Com- 
pticite has built a reputation on 
the triumphal physicality of its 
stagings the hand-held bridge of 
bamboo poles the cast fash- 
ioned in their recent RNT pro- 
duction of Brecht’s Caucasian 
Chalk Circle, created in sec- 
onds yet robust enough to allow 
Juliet Stevenson to walk across: 


the breathtaking interplay with 
the set that characterised Lude 
Cabrol: the involvement by all 
the cast seemingly at all times; 
the insistence on teasing out 
ideas, testing things. Testing me. 

Several months later. I found 
mysetf at 10 o’clock at night with 
a bunch of actors on the beach 
at Frinton-on-Sea, waiting for 
Mick Bamfather to run naked 
into the North Sea. The mere 
fact of this being radio in no way 
inhibits the Complirite approach 
to physical theatre. Mick has 
been dreading this moment all 
day and as he waits for Simon's 
‘Action!’’ even the shingle is shiv- 
ering. Mercifuly, no re-takes 
are required. The bad news is 
that, getting dressed afterwards, 
he can’t find his watch. We bor- 
row a torch from a Frinton 
night-fisherman, who asks us not 
to shine it on the water - “the 
fish don’t like it". (The fact that 
they don’t fate too kindly to be- 
ing hauled out of the water and 
bashed over the head with a 
cricket bat doesn't seem to wor- 
ry him.) This unscripted surre- 
al drama is brought to a sad 
conclusion when we fail to find 
Mick's watch. The wine-dark sea 
has claimed it, a gift from his fa- 
ther and the only casualty of a 
very long day that begin 50 mOes 
away at Audley End House, 
where we recorded the wedding 
scenes with 35 Gomplirite actors 
- the largest gathering of the 
company for many years. 

In the same way that Gom- 
plirite make strange things hap- 
pen. strange things happen to 
them. For weeks prior to the 
recording. Simon and Judith 


Diman t, Complirite's adminis- 
trative producer, have been try- 
ing in vain to cast Gino, the 
Italian who wants to marry Ni- 
non. Good Italian actors are 
bard to find in London in July 
- they're all in Italy, if they have 
any sense - and Judith is strug- 
gling. Sandro Mabellini, a stu- 
dent from Florence, once saw a 
Complirite show and was im- 
pressed. He thought, while be 
was in London, he should get 
himself cxi their mailing list With 
nothing better to do, he went and 
rang their doorbell. “Er, ’eilo. I 
am. er, a student.. .".the Com- 
plirite intercom crackled with a 
distinctly Italian accent. U A dra- 
ma student ?” “Yes, a drama stu- 
dent.” “Can you read English 
OK?" “Yes, I reada English 
OK.” And so Sandro Mabellini 
walked in off the street and into 
a leading role with Complirite. 
He couldn't believe his hide. Nei- 
ther could we. The perfect Gino. 

South-west France: a hot 
August night Not Neil Dia- 
mond -and no Complirite. The 
original plan was to record the 
wedding scenes in the long qui- 
et field behind the bouse. But 
that was just a plan and. if 
working with Complirite means 
anything, it means plans are 
made for changing I get a 
phone call from Simon, wbo is 
working on the script with John 
in the Alps. They aren't happy. 
The script isn't ready. Complicate 
are not coming. Simon tells me 
that he wants this production to 
be one which, on our deathbeds, 
we can all look back on as 
something to be proud of. 

1 agree. But this is going to 


cost big money. The budget’s go- 
ing into orbit 1 use the time to 
record background material. 
We need the sound of the mo- 
torbike that Ninon's father Jean 
rides across France and Italy to 
the wedding. “Nothing less than 
lOOOcc,” said John on the phone. 
Outside a cafe in a tiny village, 
a gift from the gods, a 1250cc V- 
Max Yamaha. "Oui, n said 
Bernard, at 42 a seasoned 
Yamaha man. “BBC? Bien air.” 

After doing the easy stuff - 
stops, starts, slow cornering - 
. Bernard takes us to a long, hot 
road like somewhere in EtnyRid- 
erfor the big take, the high-speed 
pass. We stop at a wayside 
garage and be explains that he 
wOlgo to a point out of sight, wait 
for a gap in the traffic and then 
-“d I’attaqueT Ashe vanishes, 
we set up a DAT machine tty the 
roadside with John Hunt, our 
sound designer, holding a mike 
on a fishpole. This has a mirac- 
ulous effect on passing mo- 
torists, who assume we're a 
speed trap. We take great plea- 
sure in watching a succession of 
sudden rear brake tights going 
on. Bernard disappears into the 
heat haze and we wail A tiny yel- 
low light appears in the distance. 
At 225 kph, he’s up and at us and 
out of sight in no time, man and 
machine as one, tike John in 
Qapham. in a world of his own. 

We need to re-create a par- 
ty in Grenoble circa 1970. Jane, 
our French fixer, has come up 
with a willing troupe of local am- 
ateur actors who, for a buyout 
of supper and as much wine as 
they can drink, arc prepared to 
party for us. Amateurs they 


may be but they insist an a full 
workshop first Our neighbour, 
Michel catches the mood and 
gives an impromptu seminar. We 
hear “Marie Quant... le Rollin' 
Stones... Akxandeur Dubchek... 
ippies" punctuating his French. 
The young aspirants catch on as 
parity as he punches up the past 
and in no tone they are able to 
transport us to swinging Greno- 
ble. A great take, but one that 
eventually went to wherever 
digital sound bytes go when 
they are delefed. Around lain 
our guests begin to leave. Last 
outisMki^wbofivtmmates 
later is back to tell us tha t 'our 
actors, fuelled with party spirit, 

havp fiymRH fherr <nr mtn n rtifrfi 

We go to their help and, as we 
get closer, see the moonlit lane 
strewn with a carnage of bodies. 
It’s a full 10 heart-stopping sec- 
onds before we realise that the 
local the^rans have used the op- 
portunity to impress us with then- 
acting skills by worksbopping 
everyone’s worst nightmare. 

The Complicite approach is 
proving contagious. 

Back in London, late Sep- 
tember, and everything is final- 
ly recorded. In the BBC Maida 
\hlc Studios, not only has Simon 
got a great sound designer to 
work with, he’s also got the full 
might of the BBC Radiophon- 
ic Workshop. For a (Erector, this 
is like Christmas and Hamleys 
rolled into one. Delivery dead- 
lines pass, docks tick and bills 
mount Simon edits on. The re- 
sult is... out of this world. Lis- 
ten for yourself. 

’7b the Wedding', 7.30pm to- 
morrow, Radio 3 


THE WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


A week is a long time in muse- 
um politics. What started as a 
well-orchestrated ca mp a ign for 
free admissions by all the great 
and ibe good lost its united front 
yesterday. Alan Borg, director 
of the V & A, broke ranks, say- 
ing that he and the heads of oth- 
er charging museums would 
not tolerate extra money being 
given to the free museums to 
keep them free and no help be- 
ing given to the charging mu- 
seums. He had, after all only 
introduced charging out of dire 
necessity and would keep his 
museum free if he could. 

Could this be the same Alan 
Borg who told the recent Mu- 
seums and Galleries Commis- 
sion conference: “Every survey 
shows that most museum visitors 

come fr om the ABC! social cat- 
egories. Free admission sub- 
sidises the well-off and tourists." 

Apparently it is the same 
chap. But only apparency- Oth- 
er museum directors I asked 
claimed they could only vague- 
ly remember Dr Borg uttering 
those words aixi assured me they 
had to be “contextualised”. Why 
the apparent change in philos- 
ophy and communal amnesia? 


gar concerto at the Virgin Mega- 
store in London. Actually 
Kennedy has never been a great 
one for first names. When I first 
met him, he called me Monster 
throughout our chat, something 
I still worry about in the small 
hours. He change of name is sus- 
piciously well timed, publicity- 
wise, for his new recording. It’s 
just a pity be couldn’t persuade 



K-togiveNigeaniorc Kafka- 
esque title, and one he might 
consider adopting for his next 
CD -chose to perform Elgar at 
the Virgin Megastore, with a full 
80-piece band squeezed into 
the basement of the Oxford 
street shop. But there’s method 
in ICs mould-breaking. The 500- 
strong audience were sur- 
rounded by shelves of discs and 
plenty of willing salespeople. 
Some 200 CDs were sold as the 
concert ended. That's over 10 
per cent of the total needed to 
break into the classical Top 10. 
all in a few minutes. This was, 1 
suspect, the first of many record- 
store concertos. 


Auntie Beeb’s in a radio daze 


The violinist formerly known as 
Nigel was introduced simply as 
Kennedy when he played the El- 


the conductor on the recording. 
Sir Simon Rattle, to join him in 
ditching first names and lilies. 
Rattle And Kennedy. It does 
have a certain musical machis- 
mo. Simon and Nigd, on the oth- 
er hand, is rather less butch. 

More revealing is the fact that 


Culture secretary Chris Smith’s 
proposal that the ENO leave the 
London Coliseum and share 
Covent Garden is highlighting 
the genuine affection people fed 
for the company. At the end of 
one of this week’s performances 
of Verdi's falstaff, a magical pro- 
duction by Matthew \%rcbus, 
music director Paul Daniel 
worked out that 15 out of the 
17 performances ENO.had 
played since Smith made hs an- 
nouncement had attracted au- 
diences too large to fit into any 
other London theatre. Some- 
times statistics can provide the 
most eloquent argument of alL 


If the BBC was a person, it 
would have severely strained 
shoulder-muscles from the 
amount of time it spends patting 
itself on the back. You probably 
thought you’d seen the end of 
the splurge of sdf-congratulatioo 
that accompanied the Corpora- 
tion's 75th anniversary, but the 
nostalgia drags on and on. This 
week alone. Radio 2 has offered 
Rom die Edita's fixtbag on Sun- 
day.an hour-tong selection of let- 
ters to the Radio Times with 
humorous links by Barry look, 
and, on Wednesday, the first in- 
stalment of Auntie 's Family Al- 
bum, in which minor celebrities 
(Bill Oddie, for heaven’s sake) 
select favourite BBC moments. 

Listening to these was an ex- 
tremely irritating experience, 
not so much because of anything 
they contained (Bill Oddie 
apart) bat because the whole 
mood seems so out of key with 
the atmosphere at the BBC Just 
the tide vLiuwe’s Famify Album 
sets the teeth on edge: why 
don’t they call it “Please, please, 
love us, we’re ever such a nice, 
cuddly broadcasting corpora- 
tion and not at ail a souDes bu- 
reaucrat that has lost touch with 


its raison d'etre ” and have done 
with it? Apart from the fact that 
the billing would take up too 
much space in the Radio Tunes. 

At the moment, doom and 
loathing hang about the doors 
to Broadcasting House like a 
couple of psychotic night-club 
bouncers. Radio 4 producers 
have recently heard the results 
of this autumn’s “selling round” 
- the first time they have had to 
“seD” programme ideas to the 
new commissioning editors (who 
are, you recall, each responsible 
for a different time of day). Un- 
der the new structure, several 
producers, including some of the 
BBC's most distinguished 
names, have sold no pro- 
grammes at all; the fact that the 
bad news is now spread by e-mail 
hasn’t increased their sense of 
the corporation’s cuddliness. 

Horror stories abound: one 
producer is supposed to have 
proposed a feature on Rimbaud 
and got back the answer “Who’s 
Rimbaud?" Kate Rowland, head 
of drama, is rumoured to have 
been told tty one of the new ed- 
itors that he would never have 
commissioned Spoon face Stein- 
berg - probably [he most popu- 


Cultures clash irr a 







peait Writers’ Season.?*! 

tfv- imaginati on tn plUcegfri 

modes of feeling not normally 
encountered modi in ti» Eng- 
lish theatre. Bazatn-^by the tal- 
ented young Spanish dramatist 
DavidPianeU, degaatsus ihihe 
sbpp-af case of Madriifsjrnnii- 
grpnt Moroccan community and 
dramatises the' cress-genera^ 
ticroaftensfons over cultural fe- 
tegratkjnvia a crackpot scheme 
to win a You Have Been homed. 
TV competition that involves re- 
sbootfoga faked version of a 
real-life biking accident 

■ Altogether more drily com- 
ic and directed with a droll la- 
oonicalty 'paced sQdishness by 
Mary Pcale, Christophe Pellet’s 
One More WaStedYear is a win- 
try Gallic shrug of a play that 
Cakes a threesome of cafe- 
haunting rwentysomethfags on 
a journey into an indifference 
arguabty worse, in its dull echo- 
ing emptiness, than despair. 

Around these two foil stag- 
in gs, a series of rehearsed read- 
ings has included a fascinating 


far radio drama in the Iasi quar- 
ter of a cenuny - but “some 
things slip through the net”. 

The best story I've heard has 
Producer A approaching Pro- 
ducer B: A was supposed to be 
travelling with Ancfy Kershaw Lo j 
some war zone, but his editarwas j 
worried the project was danger- j 
ous, and he wanted B’s advice. j 
B said he didn't think anybody j 
was likely lo get killed; and A j 
said, “No, you don’t understand: j 
the editor is worried that Kcr- j 
show might be dangerous - he \ 
thinks he’s a bad influence." 

Kershaw certainty does his • 
damnedest. He turned Iasi \ 
week’s Pick of the Week (Fri/Sun, ! 

R4) into an hour-long snipe at 1 
the BBC's management -for ax- I 
fog The Aficmoan Shift, for el- I 
bowing Mark Raddiffe out of j 
the Radio t breakfast slot, for j 
ignoring the virtues of the Worid I 
Service {a much better 24-hour j 
news channel than the one I 
they’ve just set up), for spend- I 
fog hundreds of thousands of j 
pounds on a logo redesign any \ 
1 1-year-old could have done in ] 
lOminutesonhisPC. Idon’tal- ! 
ways admire Kershaw's taste, j 
but his courage is admirable. \ 



glimpse of how French theatre 
responded to the aimlessness of 
the 19S0s in Xavier Durringer’s 
A Desire lo Kill on the Tip of die 
Tongue , a play that focuses on a 
group of discontents outside a 
discotheque who are set further 
at odds by the professional wind- 
up merchant in their midst 
Using British actors, trans- 
lators and directors, the whole 
season is a fascinating exercise 
in finding, fora home audience, 
equivalencies (where they exist) 
of idiom, acting, production 
style and cultural context. The 
successes and failures are re- 
vealing. To my ear, Mark Rav- 
enhill's version swamped the 
very fine Durringer piece: the 
characters all sound as if they 


have more of a false macho 
front than Edmondson, whose 
squfoty-eyed, runty stage per- 
sona is about as high on testos- 
terone as Stan Laurel. The 
character is weak but surety not 
as transparently so as here. 

The roost successful piece is 
One More Wasted Year, which 
boasts a wonderful performance 
from the lanky, charismatic Paul 
Bettany. He has a quality of Ed- 
mondson’s sidekick. Rflc May- 
all, about him but a range that 
can extend to tragic desolation. 
The experience of watching this 
beautifiilty nuanced staging is 
like befog fed a slither of larte 
au citron in progressively more 
poison-spiked instalments. 

Paul Taylor 


Who says that still 
waters run deep? 


Ocean 

Belfast Festival 


Poignantly billed as Merce 
Cunningham's last collabora- 
tion with John Cage, this large, 
peculiar, part-aleatory artefact 
(whose first staging, in 1994, 
Cap; did not live to see) was de- 
veloped from a set of “starting 
conditions” laid down tty the 
composer before his death: 
(be title. 90-minute duration 
and in-lhe-round floor plan 
(with the audience ringed by 
the orchestra), and a sound- 
hank of Cage's ideas, developed 
and finished by Andrew Culver. 

Big as it is (15 dancers, 112 
musicians). Ocean looks a little 
swamped in the vast Water- 
front Hall, the circular dance 
floor, overhung by gargantuan 
lighting gantries, looking rather 
remote from the terraces. Even 
had this not been so, the slow 
elaborations and overlapping 
phrases of Cunningham's chore- 
ography (created with the aid of 
a computer program called Life- 
forms) has a dreamy, abstract, 
even minimalist hue, almost 
ambient in the way it unfolds. 

This sense was heavily rein- 
forced tty Cage’s music. Perched 
in small bunches in the farthest- 
flung nooks and crannies of the 
hall, the orchestra (made up of 
local students) had to cope with 
32,067 musical events” - se- 
quences of short pieces played 
asynchronously without either 
score or conductor. The result, 
if half randomised, is far from 
cacophonous. Instead, it re- 
solves into a diffuse and not al- 
together discordant drone 

punctuated by foe odd barp of 

a horn or timpani crash, and 
overlaid with the sometimes 

lewd-sounding comments of 
David Tudor's electronically 


treated undersea noises and 
whale moans. It’s ail pitched at 
a kind of atmospheric, sus- 
pensefol expectancy- although, 
after 20 minutes, you realise 
you’re getting nowhere fast. 

Against this rhythmically 
formless backdrop, the dancers 
work to their own interior 
clocks. Clad in body suits that 
accentuate the gauzy overhead 
lighting, they introduce them- 
selves in overlapping solos and 
duets with iong phrases of 
movement broken by held pos- 
es, often pirouetting and wheel 
ing around the circular stage, 
before draining off the floor 
down the four exit pathways. 

Somewhere between Martha 
Graham and Tai Chi there is far 
more elegance than emotion to 
the choreography. Even in the 
duets, the dancers are ulti- 
mately immersed in their own 
worlds. The overall picture onty ■ 
really kicks fo after an hour with 

the big group displays, each 

dancer starting his or her phrase 
a couple of beats behind the fast, 

sewing up eye-dazzling shoals 
of complex movement 
Given Ocean’s largely event- 
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New European Writers^,,. 

Royal Court, Lomfen ^ dBt«S^<rfiq>^thc-mOTJte 
The Royal Court’s Nest^jt 


■ -^'sarfLandon” street-cred - a re- 






ipect, intended by the original. 

: Rendered into agile, less at- 
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diffonl, Roxana Sflbert’s en- 
joyable p a g in g of Bazaar illus- 
trates the tricky problems of 
performance protocol- As the - 
55-year-old Moroccan shop-- 
owner whosedesperate desire 

to become an. honorary 
Spaniard is questioned by his 
uewty arrived, differently mind- 
ed nephew, Nicholas Wbodes- 
on offersan object lesson in how 
to evoke the accent and gestures 
of a membecof adhartenagad 
cultural minority in a way that 
is alive to the undignified tragj- 
comedy of the man's position 
but which also brings out the un-. 
de dying human dignity. What 
a great Shytock he would make. 

With Adrian Edmondson 
as the white- trash Spaniard 
who gets increasingly injured 
f airing the accident, things gp ' 
slightly astray. He produces, 
riffs of extremely funny acting, 
but you can't help feeling that 
his Spanish counterpart would 
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metabolic rale right down: if ’ 
you’re at all anxious, the dock- 
counter. displayed on an array 
of video monitors, is madden- 
ingly unhelpful That said, I was 
astonished at die warmth of the 
crowd's responsa And when the 
septuagenarian Cunningham 
hobbled on, looking small and 
footsore on his arthritic antfUc 

they showered him with whoops 

of appreciation. It seemed he 
couldn’t get off the stage after 

that an uUertramp for the lime- 
light, milking it with give-ft-to- 
me flaps of his huge hands. 

Last perf tonight, 7.45pm Wa- 
tafroru Halt ( 01232-334400) 
Mie Moroney 
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Spencer is back - but this time no applause 




Hole 
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Somebody called It the divorce of 
the decade 1 which is, of course, 
wrong. His sister and brother-in- 
law hold that title. But certainly it 
is compelling, combining modern 
miseries and old-fashioned 
aristocratic feckiessness. Perhaps, 
says Glenda Cooper, that is the 
Spencers 1 lot. 
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ip that sti 
r un deep 


There is no real contest for bad man of the 
week. Earl Spencer is that man. The de- 
tails of the divorce case being played out 
in South African court are epic. The num- 
bers alone are startling: it is alleged that 
he had 12 affairs in five months. He is said 
to be worth £100m and was attempting to 
fob off Victoria, his wife of five years, with 
£300,000. What he is alleged to have done 
and said to her is as shocking as it is 
rivetting. 

Yet it is less than three months since 
Charles Edward Maurice, the Right Hon- 
ourable ninth Earl Spencer, was hailed as 
a sort of national hero: on the day of his 
sister's funeral, an occasion which he did 
not allow his wife ro attend, his tribute was 
so moving and so perfectly captured the 
mood of the country. In it he attacked the 
Royal Family in scarcely veQed fashion and 
lambasted the press in round terms. Among 
the striking things about this week is the 
press’s relish at his discomfiture and his re- 
jT ^ markable insensitivity to his wife problems, 
including the same eating disorders that af- 
flicted Diana. 

How could a man who could articulate 
the grief, and anger many felt at Diana’s 
death so accurately, be so stupid that he 
could tell his wife at a particularly vulner- 
able time that he had never really loved her 
or tell such dreadful jokes about sticking 
with her through thick and ihm — “she was 
thin and certainly thick". 

The divorce case has , of course, made 
tremendous viewing. His wife turned up 
with one of his former mistresses Chantal 
Collopy on the first day of the hearing. 
(“He's the sort of man who makes women 
unite against him,” said another former 
Same Sally-Aim Lasson). 

Then the countess alleged that he had 
had slept with 10 or 12 women in the five 
month she spent at the exclusive Farm Place 
Clinic in Surrey, where she was treated for 
drink problems and anorexia nervosa. 

Her lawyer added that Earl Spencer told 
his wife their, marriage was over as he lay 
in the bath, saying “he didn't love her any 
more and she was no good as a wife". In 
a letter sent to his “paramour" Mrs Col- 
lopy, (reproduced opposite) the Earl de- 
scribed himself as “vicious, cruel and a 
bully” towards Victoria. 

Not that the Earl's side let his wife have 
it his own way. The Countess could not have 
the £3.75m she demanded because she 
wouldn’t be able to cope with it, said the 
Earl’s lawyer. Leslie Weinkove told the 
judge: There is a question mark over her 
ability to manage such an award, given that 
she has a 12-step approach to life dealing 
with each problem day to day." (a refer- 
ence to the “Twelve Step” programme of 
self-help addiction recoveiy). 

Then at the end of the fourth day of the 
couple's divorce hearing, David Horton- 
Fawkes, the manager of Lord Spencer’s Al- 
LhoTp estate in Northamptonshire, spoke 
out on behalf of his friend saying Count- 
ess Spencer bad been persuaded to launch 
a “malirious" campaign against her husband 
in the hope of financial g ain . 

“Ear from claiming he was brutal, she 
lov ingly and touchingly thanked him for his 
tolerance and support," he said. 

Part of this obsession with his divorce 
h as been our fascination that the rich — es- 
pecially the aristocratic rich - are differ- 
ent! When Lady Spencer’s lawyer expresses 
horror at only being offered £300,000 for 
a house and says she would only be able 
to “get a house in a very unattractive dis- 
tant suburb with problems, perhaps, of 
crime”, the rest of us roll our eyes. 

But mainly Earl Spencer had set him- 
self up for it. Hie took on the press so naked- 
ly at the time of his sister's death — he called 
his sister “the most hunted person of the 
modern .age” accused editors of having 
blood on their hands and concluded “my 
own and only explanation is that genuine 
goodness is threatening to those at the op- 
posite end ofthe moral spectrum”. Th e ^ oe " 
dia, cowed by the flak they took at the time 
of Diana’s death, had been skewered by the 

Eari more than anyone else. This week was 

payback time. . 

How can a man intelligent enough to 
construct the tribute at Diana’s funeral be 

stupid enough to try to get a gagging order 

10 stop the press reporting the divorce hear- 
ings. And how was it that a nian wfaocould 
sum up Diana so accurately -childlike, in- 
secure and helping others as a way o im- 
prowngher self-esteem - could be so cruel 

to his own wife? . 

Part- of this at least lies m his ° 9/n J I P~ 

bringn^ The nation may feel dat th^_ 

been unfortunate in having , the 
tional Windsors as the Royal Ruritf ■ i® 
we should think ourselves lucky 

fourwhenhis mother Frances Stand 
left home. He developed ■ 
and would cry: “1 want nay Mummy- 

Johnny had bullied 


1* 


- * ■" 


and had forced her to « — . all-hu- 
testswhenshe did not produ 
portant heir. Charles was the 
the manage - an earlier son had 

Daring the divorce Jol “ I, ^ ea the 

tempt to hide from his cm 


fc ... _ * 




Brotherly love: Earl Spencer reading the tributes to Diana at her resting place at Ahhorp in Northamptonshire Photograph: David Jones 


acrimony between himself and Frances and 
fought tooth and nafl to get custody of the 
children whom he then left to be brought 
up by nanni es and au pairs. When he mar- 
ried for a second time to the-then Raine 
Dartmouth (who Charles bad met and dis- 
liked), he left it to Charles’s headmaster 
at Eton to tell him that they had married. 

Add to the casual cruelty (hat he had 
seen his father display to his mother, 
Charles was also brought up as heir - not 
only an earldom but a house and 8^00-acre 
Northamptonshire estate. Anachronistic as 
it may sound he was part of something that 
had been in his family for generations. Hos- 
tility to “acid Raine”, as he and Diana 
nam ed their stepmother, was due in part 
to her selling off family heirlooms. 

Like her mother-in-law before her, 
Victoria Spencer produced children at a 
rapid rate - four children in four years un- 
til the birth of Louis, Viscount Althorp 


made the dynasty secure. 

Is it any wonder that Charles Spencer 
seems to have no idea how to behave to 
women? And yet he is not entirely in- 
sensitive either. His wife's lawyers said that 
in a letter he had admitted being callous, 
vicious and a bully to 
Victoria; the full lexl re- 
vealed something more 
self-aware. He tad ac- 
tually written: “1 feel a 
dreadful bully to Vic- 
toria. I’ve been callous 
and vicious, trying to 
force her out of my 
life. She deserves bet- 
ter than that - a good 
man, who will love her, give her security 
and help her deal with her shortcomings.” 

Writing of his parents he added: “If 1 
can’t learn from their mistakes by avoid- 
ing divorce, I can at least prevent the un- 


pleasantness that accompanied 1 l[ 

His tribute to Diana was masterful and 
his attack on the Royal Family exact: his 
references to “blood family”, his insinua- 
tion that for the first time Diana bad found 
joy in her private life, her eating disorders 
brought on during 
her marriage. The 
Prince of Wales 
stood accused. 

Yet Charles 
Windsor appears to 
have treated his wife 
less cruelly than 
Charles Spencer. 
He did not quibble 
over the divorce, he 
appears to have kept his one mistress dis- 
creet His bad press came in pan from an 
orchestrated campaign against him; Charles 
Spencer, one feels, has brought a lot of trou- 
bles on himself. 


It would be wrong 
simply to demonise the 
Earl. Like Diana he has 
been squashed into a 
mould he doesn’t fit 


But then the Earl has been sketched in 
bold lines. He has been a cartoon charac- 
ter to the press right from the veiy begin- 
ning. Within a month of reaching Magdalen 
College, Oxford (where he got a 2:1 in his- 
tory), one contemporary remembers he had 
already made the pages of the university 
newspaper Chenvell as part of his exploits 
with the dining dub the Bullingdon, who 
had smashed up a restaurant in Thame. He 
and his dicey friends have made regular ap- 
pearances in newspapers since. 

Bui it would be wrong simply to de- 
monise the Earl. Like Diana he has been 
squashed into a mould he doesn’t fit. 

He is a man of some intelligence who 
has at times behaved like a completely stu- 
pid and insensitive pillock. 

Like most of us he is inconsistent and 
sometimes stupid. He certainly has the ca- 
pacity to surprise us. He has done it twice 
in three months. 


THE EARL'S WOMEN 



The 


gpr iv wife Victoria (centre) and his mistresses Sally-Ann Lasson (left) and Chantal Collopy, to whom he revealed the truth of his marriage 


-X , Vi.' 


The Earl as poet 
and pundit: the 
tribute at 
Diana’s funeral 


I stand before you today, the rep- 
resentative of a family in grief, in a 
country in mourning, before a world 
in shock. Vfe are all united, not only 
in our desire to pay our respects to 
Diana but rather in our need to do 
so. 

For such was her extraordinary 
appeal that the tens of millions of 
people raking part in this service all 
over the world, via television and ra- 
dio, who never actually met her, feel 
that they, loo, lost someone dose to 
them ... 

Without your God-given sensi- 
tivity, we would be immersed in 
greater ignorance at the anguish of 
Aids and HIV sufferers, the plight 
of the homeless, the isolation of lep- 
ers, the random destruction of land- 
mines. Diana explained to me once 
that it was her innermost feelings of 
suffering that made it possible for 
her to connect with her constituency 
of the rejected. 

And here we come to another 
truth about her. Fbr all the status, 
the glamour, the applause, Diana re- 
mained throughout a very insecure 
person at heart, almost childlike in 
her desire to do good for others so 
she could release herself from deep 
feelings of unworthiness, of which 
her eating disorders were merely a 
symptom. 

The world sensed this part of her 
character and cherished her for her 
vulnerability, while admiring her 
for her honesty. 

She would want us today to 
pledge ourselves to protecting her 
beloved boys William and Harry 
from a similar fate, and I do this here, 
Diana, on your behalf! We will not 
allow them to suffer the anguish that 
used regularly to drive you to tear- 
ful despair. And, beyond that, an be- 
half of your mother and sisters, I 
pledge that we, your blood family, 
will do all we can to continue the 
imaginative way in which you were 
steering these two exceptional young 
men, so that their souls are not sim- 
ply immersed by duty and tradition 
but can sing openly, asyou planned. 

We ... like you, recognise the 
need for them to experience as 
many different aspects of life as pos- 
sible to arm them spiritually and 
emotionally for the years ahead. 


The Eari as a 
selfish sensualist: 
his love letter to 
Chantal 


Do I want to spend the rest of my 

life with you? Yes. When I was with 
you, everything is so clear. 

You’ve been wonderfully patient 
with me and as for sensible - well, 
you couldn’t have been more wise 
and considerate. For someone who’s 
screwed up a major part of his life 
by charging into something he 
feared and didn't understand - mar- 
riage -your control ... has prevented 
me repeating my error. 

I feel sorry for Victoria, for Don 
and for all six children involved. I 
never intended to put my children 
through the hell of a divorce, but I 
hope these divorces will be more 
civilised than that of my parents ... 

I feel a dreadful bully to Victo- 
ria. I’ve been callous and vicious, try- 
ing to force her out of my life. She 
deserves better than that - a good 
man. who will love her, give her se- 
curity and help her deal with her 
shortcomings ... 

It is a time of turmoil, but the po- 
tential for happiness is there and nei- 
ther of us is happy at present 

Deep down. I’ve always known 
my marriage was a mismatch, a ter- 
rible erfor, an impulsive whim that 
I compounded by adding more and 
more children to my family. There 
have been good times, but the bad 
ones have been chillingly awful. 
I’m not sure whether Victoria can 
remember them all, but I can, and 
I never want to go through sudi des- 
perate lows a gain. 

Part of the problem has been hav- 
ing an immature wife, one who k in- 
capable of dealing with a husband 
with a strong character, except by go- 
. mg on hunger strike, an alcohol 
binge, or resorting to drugs. The oth- 
er ride of the problem is that I can- 
not deal with a woman who does 
these things to herself and I can’t re- 
ject such negative reactions and 
therefore found my love drifting 
away. There wasn’t an abundance of 
it in the first place. 
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Yes, save the planet, but spare us these latterday bah humbugs 
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In certain primitivesotietics, there is an 

annual festival around the thne of the wii> 
ter solstice. The people fear that, unless 

they spend lotsandlots crfiDoneymshca>- 
ping temples, thry ^ dose, nevei' to opai 

again. They would then, according to an- 
dent myth, be condemned to exist in (fait- 
ness, unable to take part-in the Hfe-grving 


(which will be paid for in the afterlife) 
They believe that, at tins time of year, they 
must crowd together in these shopping 
temples and engage in traditional rituals 
known as browsing, just-looking and 
searching for things without knowing 
what they are looking for. The people fear 
that unless they find suitable offerings to 
make to the other members of their 
tribe, consumerism as theyknowit win cot 
lapse, and the gods of their religion will 
be angry. 

Thus most of the ceremoni es are con- 
ducted in a trance-like state of anxiety and 
exhaustion, after which entire societies 
come to a halt for 12 days of rest, recu- 
peration and over -eating. 

Welcome, then, to No Shopping Day, 
a heresy as yet subject to contempt and 
ridicule, but which is destined to overthrow 
the annent superstitions. It is not as if any- 
one enjoys the orgy of commercialism and 


consumption: it is just that no one can even 
conceive of stopping it. 

The country divides into those who on 
i. becoming aware of the onset of Decem- 
ber (that’s Monday, for those who have 
‘ been buty) feel a chili of terror in the pit 
of their stomach, and those who know 
■ they have already ticked cousin Brian off 
* their list. At one extreme end of the spec- 
trum are tiie true phobics, mostly male, 
who have been known to return from six 
hours of “shopping” empty-handed apart 
from a book which they bought for 
themselves. 

They are capable of doing this on 
Christinas Eve in the morning and hav- 
ing to return to the temples in the evening 
(which of course is the best possible time 
as they are almost deserted). At the oth- 
er extreme are the super-rationalists, 
mostly female, who drew up a list in Oc- 
tober and have already ordered everything 
from a catalogue. The rest of us muddle 
through the middle, a list of half- thoughts 
on a scrap of paper in one hand and a 
vague recollection that the average child 
receives £75-worth of presents at the back 
of the mind. 

Of course, it is possible to restrain the 
arms- race of Christmas spending through 
mutual non-aggression pacts between 



adults, although the negotiations could be 
more delicate than any Start Treaty. 

But it is the children who make any de- 
escalation really difficult. The television 
advertising has been running for weeks and 
the anticipation is already rising. Hardened 
tiny cynics who give every appearance of 


testing Jade Straw’s under- lOs curfew to 
the limit reveal a touching faith in the cor- 
poreal reality of Santa’s sleigh, loaded with 
its improbable caigo. 

The only thing that can make the shop- 
ping treadmill bearable for many is the 
mental picture of happy, smiling prima- 
ry-school-age faces. 

That, and the prospect of having a go 
on the Scalextric or computer game, can 
inure adults to walking around endless 
shops with that detestable modem catch- 
phrase, “shop until you drop”', echoing in 
our minds. 

We may not like the commercialism, 
but who can say that they have never 
gained some pleasure from buying 
presents? 

This is where the green case starts to 
become confused. Charles Secrett, the 
earnest director of Friends of the Earth, 
tried to sound jolly on the radio yester- 
day, saying No Shopping Day was sup- 
posed to be “fun". 

Well, it didn’t sound fun, it sounded 
tail-hat puritanical. The “No Shop”, a 
Friends of the Earth stunt, is a tempting 
window design advertising all manner of 
“special offers”. But the space inside con- 
tains images of empty shelves, a “No Stales 
Assistant” and a cash register. Visitors re- 


ceive a shopping bag and a receipt whki 

thanks them for “Not Shopping at No 
Shop” The aim is said to be ^o get the 
message across that going on an wgy of 
shopping is not going to save preaous re- 
sources". This is the kind of vomit- 

hufucingnwraliangthatgivesgreensabad 

name. 

Yes, most people buy more than they, 
need. Our lifestyles are not sustainable. 
But Christmas shopping, for ebuaren at 
least, is the fun bft. It is just the mechan- 
ics that can be so tiresome. Lets do all the 
boring green things Hke put m eaeigy- 
saving lightbulbs and give up the rar, but 
let the children have a few large boxes of 

□on-renewable plastics on the one big day 

of the year. , . . ' 

The important difficulty is how to get 
the boxes home and stashed in hidden 
places without hitting the out-of-town Ibys 
R Us and putting the loot in the boot of 
the Volvo. 

What we need is a green home demr- 
iiy service, so that presents can be re- 
quested by mall order and delivered 
reder conditions of great secrecy in the 
middle of the night. Preferably by air, us- 
ng an environmentally friendly mode.of 
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Museum charges 

Sin There is no statistical evi- 
dence whatsoever to prove that 
visitor numbers to our museums 
decreased after charging was in- 
troduced. In fact figures quot- 
ed in David Lister's article 
“Museum's which charge lose a 
third of visitors” (27 November) 
are fictitious. 

Before charging was intro- 
duced, without an electronic 
ticketing system, there was sim- 
ply no accurate way of counting 
visitors. Visitor numbers were 
grossly over-estimated, unau- 
dited and often “best guesses”. 

Wj are not advocating charg- 
ing for museums per se, but all 
museums are expensive to run 
and none of them has been 
properly funded by government 
for years. However, we believe 
that charging for admission 
does not stop people from vis- 
iting museums. The report of re- 
cent research commissioned by 
the Museums and Galleries 
Commission (the Government's 
advisers on museum policy) 
said that “any reported impacts 
of charges on visitor numbers 
are of questionable reliability". 

Only 4 per cent of those 
questioned in this research who 
did not visit museums cited ad- 
mission charges as the deterring 
factor. Moreover, a clear ma- 
jority expects to contribute to 
museums' finances according 
to use, and lack of time to visit 
museums is a much greater con- 
straint than an admission charge. 

Whatever the Government's 
derision it must provide ade- 
quate funding for all national 
museums and galleries, instead 
of subjecting them to the mis- 
erable cheese-paring of the last 
decade. If charging were abol- 
ished, and the revenues not 
completely compensated by 
government, the results would 
be disastrous. No more effective 
way of denying access to the 
public could be imagined. 

Dr NEIL CHALMERS 
Director, The Natural History 
Museum 

ROBERT CRAWFORD 
Director, Imperial War 
Museum 

JOHN FREEBORN 
Deputy Director, The Royal Air 
Force Museum 
RICHARD ORMOND 
Director, The National 
Maritime Museum 
London SW7 

Care after school 

Sir. There is a huge emphasis 
on after-school care foe the 
single parent. Our club in Mil- 
ton Keynes operates as a par- 
ent co-operative. Children from 
"two-parent families" are equal- 
ly welcome, as they also bene- 
fit from after-school play and 
communal activities. 

Quite rightly there are grave 
concerns over provision of suit- 
ably trained staff. Over the past 

three years I have had great dif- 
ficulty in attracting applicants of 
the right calibre. The UK un- 
dervalues the role of the play- 
worker. Whilst we welcome any 
training initiative from the Gov- 
ernment, I hope it won't deteri- 
orate into a way of keeping 
young people occupied and off 
the unemployment regster while 
they find something better. 


* 

* 



A dinosaur skeleton overlooks the turnstiles at the Natural History Museum 


I hope that due concern is 
given to accommodation. Your 
article “Harman's after school 
care dream holed by lade of 
staff” (27 November) refers to 
dubs running in “schools, com- 
munity centres, youth dubs and 
church bails”. In the brave new 
world of Milton Keynes, our 
schools are modem and do not 
lend themselves to multiple 
use of the facilities. Open-plan 
classrooms are impossible to 
share for both educational and 
play purposes. 

MARILYN MOFFAT 
Chair, Management 
Committee 

Heronsgate After School 
Project 

Milton Keynes 

Buckinghamshire 

Sin Everyone involved in lob- 
bying for better child care wfli 
welcome the Government’s 
£300m investment in a nation- 
al childcare programme (report, 
26 November). But if the plans 
are to work, they must be boflt 
on the foundations that are al- 
ready in place. 

In the UK, the majority of 
child care for the under-eights 
- including before- and after- 
school care — is provided by reg- 
istered childminders working in 
their own homes. These carers 
are the backbone of Britain’s 
childcare economy. They are 
particularly important for lone 
parents, who value the individ- 
ual attention and continuity of 
care childminders can offer. 

While an expansion of after- 
school dubs is to be welcomed, 
all parents have the right to 
choose the best type of care for 
their children, and my association 
will be lobbying hard for a part 
of the new investment to be tar- 
geted at the expansion, training 
and support of registered child- 
minders so that parental choice 
and children’s welfare stay at the 
top of the political agenda. 

GILL HAYNES 
National Childminding 
Association 
Bromley, Kent 


Sin Mothers who wish to stay 
at home should be paid to look 
after their pre-school children. 

Carmen Fielding’s article 
“Why working life is not always 
a bed of roses” (27 November) 
is realistic and poignant I am 
also a working mother; howev- 
er I have five children, and wiLh 
each one have experienced dif- 
ferent periods of maternity 
leave, culminating most re- 
cently in a year. 

The decision by Harriet 
Harman to invest millions of 
pounds in child care encour- 
ages the view that the separa- 
tion of a child from its parents 
is not only natural but desir- 
able. The result will be even 
more mothers forced through 
poverty to work in order to pay 
someone else to look after 
their young children. 

For those mothers who 
wish to stay at home this 
amounts to an inefficient dis- 
tribution of child care, to say 
nothing of the effects on their 
children of impoverished par- 
enting. 

CAROLYN BUTLER 
LondonSWS 

Sin I am a single parent from 
the “not so deserving” catego- 
ry outlined by Lynne Reid 
Banks (letter. 27 November). 
Thankfully I am in work, and 
supporting myself and my son. 

Unemployment is unfortu- 
nately a possibility for us all. 
Does Lynne Reid Banks object 
to her taxes supporting more 
traditional families when un- 
employed? 

I am more than happy for my 
taxes to go on supporting 
women or men struggling to 
bring up their families. 
CAROLINE BUCKN ALL 
London N4 


Deer hunters 

Sir. William Petrie (Letters, 27 
November) is wrong to imply 
that hunting deer with hounds 
imposes the same stress that 
they suffer when preyed on by 
wolves. Wolves hunt by am- 
bushing their prey, and a deer's 
muscles are geared towards 
short sprints to escape this kind 
of attack. Deer are ill-adapted 
to long chases; hence the mus- 
cle damage and other indica- 
tions of stress and severe 
exhaustion detailed in the Bate- 
son Report. 

Where deer populations 
need to be controlled, the least 
stressful options arc shooting by 
a trained marksman, or im- 
mune-contraception - a tech- 
nique used successfully in the 
US for the past eight years but 
given precious little attention in 
this country. 

NIGEL GOODWIN 
School of Biology 
University of Nottingham 

Sir All field sportsmen and 
women regard their sport as a 
midlife conservation measure. 
Where hunting is banned and 
the sporting value to the com- 
munity of red deer is thereby de- 
stroyed, the animals are 
reduced to the status of vermin. 
Yet The Independent chooses to 
see the resulting daughter as “a 
propaganda exercise” (“Bloody 
Revenge for stag hunt ban”, 25 
November). 

Beast for beast, red deer de- 
stroy more crops than domes- 
tic stock do. They eat, trample 
and lie on large acreages of 
growing crops of hay and corn. 

. West Country farmers are 
not agribiz barons. Without the 
hunt to move on the deer, the 
damage becomes more lo- 
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calised and concentrated. They 
can hardly be blamed for pro- 
tecting their crops, and inci- 
dentally harvesting legally the 
stock which they have har- 
boured and fed, before the 
poachers from the towns get 
them. The lucrative venison 
market attracts armed and vi- 
olent men: remove the sporting 
incentive and local people will 
not risk violence on dark nights 
in unrewarded wildlife protec- 
tion. 

OHFGUILLEBAUD 

Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

Public lives 

Sir David Aaronovitch (“The 
right not to be known” 26th No- 
vember) takes his argument 
for persona) privacy loo far. 

If celebrities, such as 
Michael Hutchence and Paula 
Yales, systematically titillate 
their tabloid and television pub- 
lic with details of their private 
lives, it is neither surprising nor 
unreasonable that their chosen 
public should exhibit a prurient 
interest in the circumstances of 
an untimely death. 

The case of Earl Spencer 
and reports of his divorce 
process is different. This man 
Look the occasion of the memo- 
rial service for his sister, Diana, 
with a huge global audience, not 
only to castigate the media 
whose attentions she had so as- 
siduously encouraged, but also 
to affirm the dutiful dedication 
of her "blood family", with 
thinly-veiled criticism of the 
Royal Family’s treatment of 
her. He fuelled the then pre- 
vailing popular hysteria. 

Iam not an admirer of the 
House of Windsor. 1 do, how- 
ever, despise humbug, and I 
consider the Spencer story en- 
tirely legitimate “public inter- 
est”. It is proper that his 
treatment of his wife and fam- 
ily be available for comparison. 
MJ KNIGHT 
Langley, 

Berkshire 


Everest politics 

Sin I fully agree with Ed Dou- 
glas’s opposition to the Chinese 
occupation of Tibet (“Everest 
dintoere urged to join Tibet boy- 
cott”, 26 November). It is also 
grossly unfair that most of the 
money spent by expeditions to 
climb Everest goes into gov- 
ernment coffers rather than to 
the local communities, whether 
that be in Nepal or Tibet 

However, calling for a boy- 
cott of the mountain will remove 
a major source of income from 
the Sherpa villages that supply 
porters to climbing expeditions, 
thus damaging these commu- 
nities. While some commercial 
expeditions do exploit these 
people, there are companies 
which don’t: co-operatives 
which pay them fairly. 

An example of climbers 
helping these remote regions is 
the Himalayan Trust, created by 
Edmund Hillary, which has 
helped to build schools and 
medical ceatres and to rebuDd 
the Tbyangboche monastery 
after a fire in 1989. 

Most of the climbers I know 
are not complacent about the 
Tibet issue and do oppose the 
Chinese occupation. Boycotting 
the mountain will not make the 
Chinese leave, but may well cut 
off a valuable source of income 
for the local peoples and stop 
one of the groups best placed 
to publicise the effects of the in- 
vasion from doing so. 
PETEJOHNSON 
Cambridge 

Causes of anorexia 

Sin Whilst applauding Dr Dee 
Dawson for the sentiments ex- 
pressed in her speech to the 
Girls’ Schools Association (“Lei 
children cal crisps, says doctor”, 
28 November), I feel that by 
concentrating on the nutrition- 
al needs of children she is di- 
verting attention from the main 
issue regarding the onset of eat- 
ing disorders. 

We need to look further 
than an apparent desire to em- 
ulate supermodels or a striving 
for physical fitness. Eating dis- 
orders are more commonly 
caused by the sufferers' own 
perceived lack of ability to mea- 
sure up to the stringent expec- 
tations set by our highly 
competitive society, of achiev- 
ing high academic standards and 
a successful career, and ail this 
with apparent ease. In these 
days of school league tables, 
teachers must be alert to the 
needs of these sensitive and per- 
fectionist pupils who frequent- 
ly are an asset to their schools 
but at great cost to themselves. 

Since food Is the means by 
which life is sustained, its denial 
can be a resignation from the 
pressures of life itself. 
PENELOPE BAILY 
Newmarket House Clinic 
Norwich 

Sticky issue 

Sin Is the giue on stamps and 
envelopes made from animal 
carcases? I've stopped eating 
burgers but don’t know whether 
to lay off correspondence as 
well, 

JASON GATHORNE-HARDY 
London 


LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Please do not eat the news- 
paper. Most striking letter of 
the week wings in from 
Upper Poppleton from 
David McMillan, who ex- 
plains that he was woken in 
tiie night by the whining of 
his dog. a two-year-old 
lurcher bitch and went to in- 
vestigate: “1 could hardly 
believe my eyes. Her nor- 
mally skeletally-thin features 
had ballooned enormously, 
so much so that she could not 
even open her eyes; she 
looked like a Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier after serious 
dental work." 

It was entirely caused, 
according to Mr McMillan s 
vet, “by her having chewed 
a tiny corner of yesterday’s 
Independent" even though 
she had chewed the paper 
earlier in the year “to no ill 
effect’’. He asks whether 
there is some horrible new 
constituent in the ink and 
suggests we warn readers 
with dogs and children: 
“Meanwhile, I’ll try to ensure 
that it’s just me who de- 
vours your otherwise- 
excellent newspaper.” 

Well, I've investigated. 
The people at both our print 
sites, in Oldham and Wat- 
ford. say there’s been no 
change in the ink they have 
used for- well, decades. It’s 
the usual mixture of pigs’ 
blood, old motorway tar. 
Stout, bottled phlegm aad 
minced bin-liners that it’s al- 
ways been. Nothing wrong 
there. Nutritious, even. 

Seriously, though, the ink 
hasn't changed and isn’t 
toxic. It is apparently a min- 
eral, oil-based substance, 
with carbon floating in it 
and, as one of the Oldham 
managers pointed out, “My 
lads would go mad if there 
was anything dangerous in it; 
wc breathe and eat the 
damned stuff all the time." 
Vet: you owe that man a 
refund. 

My advice would never- 
theless be not to eat the 
paper, at least not regularly. 
The habit is probably wide- 
spread. Our esteemed polit- 
ical columnist. “Don" 
Macintyre. is famous in the 


trade for his habit of uncon- 
sciously consuming paper as 
an aid to moral speculation. 
He once ate an eotire type- 
written story, in the days 
before computerised news- 
rooms, without notkang, and 
on one occasion is said to 
have caused an argument in 
a restaurant about the bill, 
having absent-mindedly de- 
voured a five-pound note ly- 
ing on the table. Anyway, as 
newspapers go. The Inde- 
pendent is pretty toothsome 
- the flavour is slightly nutty, 
with a whiff of mushroom. 
But for addicts, a tip: much 
the same effect can. be found 
by keeping packets of Bath 
Oliver biscuits open for a 
couple of weeks. 

One of the tasks of this 
paper’s editor has been to 
regularly infuriate a vocal 
section of the readership. 
One of the benefits of read- 
ing The Independent is, I like 
to think, the invigorating ef- 
fect of experiencing occa- 
sional but extreme spasms of 
rage at breakfast, thus flush- 
ing out the toxins and giving 
the heart a bit of timely ex- 
ercise. On the foxhunting 
issue we have dearly sur- 
passed ourselves. I hove had 
almost equally angry letters 
from pro-hunt and pro -fox 
readers. 

Why are we not on the 
side of the righteous? Why 
don’t we stand up for mi- 
norities? This has not been 
a debate which allows much 
space for subtlety. But here, 
yet again, is our position. We 
dislike hunting. The Inde- 
penderu is not staffed by Jor- 
rocks-like chaps with purple 
faces and a good seat. But at 
the same time we are a mild- 
ly libertarian paper and don't 
approve of it being banned 
or criminalised by the Gov- 
ernment. We want it to die 
away because of the actions 
of landowners and a ch ange 
in fashion. How, some of you 
ask, is it possible to be 
against something and also 
against banning it? Ob 
Voltaire, we need you back. 

Andrew Marr 
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A sure fire cure for fouling 
dogs — and fouler commuters 



DAVID 

AAR.ONOVITCH 

ZERO TOLERANCE 


The woman solicitor from Cleveland was 
clearly shocked. Policing in her area, she 
told che reporter from the Today pro- 
gramme, had become far loo tough- Un- 
der the zero tolerance regime of Detective 
Chief Inspector Ray Mallon (I think he’s 
a DO. Or is that what Helen Mirren was?) 
constables cracking down on minor felonies 
had taken to interpreting their orders a lit- 
tle Loo literally. And yes, she could give 
plenty of horrifying examples. “One man," 
she wailed uncomprehendingly, “was CS- 
sprayed for urinating in the street** 

And - along I suspect with a mil li nn oth- 
ers — ray first reaction was “good”. 1 was 
glad that this chap urinating in the streeL 
had been sprayed In fact my only worry 
was that the punishment failed to fit the 
disgusting crime. It would have been more 
appropriate had the entire Geveland po- 
lice force gone round to this man’s flat and 
relieved themselves on his stair carpet and 
stereo. But still, a good CS spraying was a 
start. 

I mean it Readers may recall the inci- 
dent when a south London car breaker - 
a verminous wretch if ever there was one 
- smashed his way into a parked Sierra, and 
was promptly shot by the IRA gunman who, 
by unlucky coincidence, bad been sleeping 
on the back seat surrounded by blankets, 
Semtex and Brownings. For one moment 
many of us saw the attractions of summa- 
ry justice, and wondered whether wc 
couldn't find alternative employment for 
the odd Volunteer when the "Doubles fi- 
nally came to an end. A couple of shoot- 
ings, and the cars in your street would be 
safe for a generation. On second thoughts, 
maybe not. 

Actually, the micturating Northeast emer 
is onfy one of the many types of minor mis- 
creants that I am happy to see given a taste 
of Belfast Aftershave. I have had some 
small successes with the local non-scoop- 
ing dog-walkers, springing out at dawn on 
the least tough-looking of them and ask- 
ing why they don't get their animals to do 
that (pointing) in front of their own hous- 
es. They bluster and claim they were com- 
pletely unaware of their pooches’ actions 


( whereas, in tnith, they plan the defecation 
like a military operation), but they do not 
return. 

New - this victory behind me - I wish 
to wage war on another front. First, before 
1 reveal my target, it is important that we 
agree about the salience of all this. Put am- 
ply, the more we tolerate impolite, anti- 
social and abusive behaviour, the worse it 
will get. It is true that modem society throws 
up all kinds of situations where the etiquette 
is not quite dear or has yet to develop. 
That’s why there are so many arguments 
about where and when one can politely use 
a mobile phone or have one's pager go off. . 

But it is also true that there are many 
circumstances where wc know perfectly well 
what the rules are, or ought to be, but where 
they are being broken with increasing im- 
punity. And it is this that represents a slide 
away from considerate and polite behav- 
iour, towards rude and ultimately criminal 
conduct. 

So what is my new target? Weil. I do not 
like people who either fail to hold heavy 
doors open for those behind them, or who 
fail to thank those who open doors for 
them. They must wait, however. For the 
fastest growing incivility that I sec around 
me is those people who put their feet up 
on the seats of trains. 

Now, when f was a teenager, with long 
hair, a combat jacket with “Yiinks Out of 
Vietnam” written on it in Magic Marker 
and a rebellious attitude, I would not have 
dreamed of resting my desert boots on the 
seat opposite. Quite prepared to risk 
coitus intemiptus. anxious to try cun- 
□ dingus (and able to sped it), happy to. 
smoke the occasional joint and to hurl 
abuse at the American embassy in 
Grosvenor Square. I drew the line at plac- 
ing my dirty shoes somewhere that my fel- 
low citizen would have to sit. And. even if 
1 hadn't, a guard or a stolid member of the 
working classes would soon have put me 
right. 

What a falling off there has been since 
then! Last week, when travelling on the 
London Underground, I discovered that the 
seat upon which I wished to rest was already 
occupied by the muddy platforms of a pudgy 
young woman with frizzy hair and a pre- 
emptive scowl. ] waved vaguely at her legs 
with my furled copy of The Independent - 
at which, giving me a look of complete 
contempt and uttering a seismic sigh, she 
slid her shoes slowly down from the up- 
holstery. At that moment I wanted noth- 
ing more than that Ray Mallon should get 
on the train and pssstttt, zap her right in 
the kisser. 

' The terrible thing is, that if this young 
lady cannot see why she is wrong in this in- 
stance, she is also unlikely to worry about 
Uttering the streets, standing up for the in- 
firm and pregnant, observing no smoking 
signs and singing Spice Gixl numbers at the 
top of her tuneless voice at midnight out- 
side the houses of decent couples with three 
children. 

1 am familiar with the usual arguments 
against taking stern action. But would the 
world realty be such a boring place, so staid 
and unexciting, if we were to banish - with 
just an aerosol blast or two - some of the 
most selfish and unacceptable behaviour 
in our society? Is it really so colourful and. 
cheerful to live in streets awash with wee 
and to sit on seats covered in crud? Pssttt! 


Greedy Americans and nice, wet 
Europeans — the politics of weather 




NICHOLAS 
SCHOON 
THE KYOTO 
SUMMIT 


How will the Kyoto Climate 
Summit, which starts on Mon- 
day, play in most of the British 
media and across Europe? 
Well, something like this. The 
greedy, selfish US, with its air- 
conditioners and big cars and 
isolationist, right-wing polit- 
icians, refuses to stop guzzling 
fossil fuels and insists on re- 
maining the world’s biggest 
. climate-polluter - out of short- 
term self-interest. But the en- 
lightened European Union* 
holds out to the last minute, in- 
sisting that all the wealthy 
countries make a big ait in their 
greenhouse gas emissions. In 
the end there is some weak and 
disappointing compromise that 
does little to save the world 
from flood, drought and scar- 
ing heat 

It isn't an unreasonable por- 
trayal. But once you start to 
peer into the murky big picture 
behind this summit, you may 
find the American position a 
little more understandable. 

Considered on a time-scale 
of thousands of years, the 
Earth’s climate fluctuates nat- 
urally. wildly- and dangerously. 
The last ice age ended but 
10,000 years ago. The next one 
may be round the comer. Our 
Wfestem world has been built in 
a few hundred years of mild, 
pretty stable climate. We ought 
to be grateful for this and leswe 
it well alone; instead we have 
started interfering by racing the 
level of heat-trapping gases in 
the atmosphere. 

Unfortunately, the best of 
our. scientists can give us onfy 
vague ideas about how quickly 
those changes will proceed and 
what, they will be. At least an- 
other 10 years will pass before 
they can tell, with any certainty, 
what climate change will mean 
for most nations over a 20- to 
100-yeartime-scale. 

That makes negotiations on 
how to tackle the problem im- 
mensely complicated. It can 
onfy be solved collectively, with 
countries finding some agree- 
ment on bow to share out the 
sacrifices that have to be made. 



But how can a government 
agree to take action that may 
cost money and votes back at 
home, when it does not know 
what it stands to lose if there 
is no action? 

Furthermore, climate 
change cannot be “stopped” in 
any normal sense of the word. 
It has already begun, and if we 
immediately did everything we 
could to fix h, such as stopping 
all consumption of fossil fiiels 
overnight, K would still keep on 
changing deep into the next 
century- albeit more and more 
slowly. 

In any case, calling such an 
immediate halt is out of the 
question, for our economies 
and standard of living are ad- 
dicted to gas, oil and coal and 
can be only slowly weaned off 
them. As we burn our way 
through the vast quantities of 
remaining fossil fuel reserves 
way beyond the mOlennhun, we 
are committing our Earth to 
centuries of further dimate 
changes and increasing danger. 
This is an issue not just for the 
next century but for the deep 
future - we need to think about 
it not just in terms of children 


and grandchildren, but on the 
same time-scale as those who 
built medieval cathedrals. For 
it is in this distant future, be- 
yond 2100, when the ice caps of 
Antarctica and Greenland will 
slip into the sea and raise its 
level by hundreds of feet - 
unless we start turning the 
supertanker now. 

The goal of the Kyoto del- 
egates should be to slow down 
the rale of change to a level that 
our most vulnerable systems - 
farming, forestry, low-lying 
islands, water resources - can 
cope with, and eventually stab- 
ilise the climate. 

We have onfy a dim idea of 
what is tolerable, and where the 
balance lies between the costs 
of acting now and the costs of 
climate damage - or coping 
with it - in future. But it seems 
certain that achieving this goal 
means making deep, global 
cuts in the next few decades in 
the emissions of climate- 
changing gases, principally 
carbon dioxide, which comes 
mainly from burning fossil 
fuels. Yet our consumption of 
these fuels is rising steadily, in 
line with population and econ- 


Private education: how we can have our cake and eat it 
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Just for a moment there, I 
thought the middle dosses were 
going to get away with it. The 
word going around the smart 
dinner parties was that Blair’s 
men were realists. They would 
not interfere with the com- 
forts that make up for the 
stresses of pursuing a profes- 
sional career. 

Of course, they could be as 
“inclusive*’ as all hell; but our 
private pleasures would be im- 
mune from invasion by rough 
sorts. Improve the national 
health service by all means; but 
privately-insured appendices 
would still be taken out in one 
of those nice Bupa facilities. 
Support the arts, but “access” 
would not mean yobs at the 
opera; and as for education - 
well, a few extra billion go to 
state schools, but what we pay 
for keeps its character. 

Labour’s shadow ministers 

made the right noises before the 

election, and since May they 

have sturdily stood by the rights 

of the affluent -and sometimes 
not-so-affluent - to pay for 
those little extras which make 
life more comfortable. 

It’s the sort of message that 
makes the professional s heart 
sing as he picks up his Inde- 
pendent (or some other, name- 
less, broadsheet) in the village 
near his weekend cottage. It’s 
also a message that causes 
Labour activists to do unBlair- 
ite things, such as giving Ken 
Livingstone’s political career 
the kiss of life. The word "be- 
trayal” still comes easily to the 
lips of the Labour rank-and-file. 


But there is a sting in the 
New Labour tail - if they can 
hold Lheir nerve (tobacco and 
foxes are not good omens). In 
recent days the Government 
has turned out two of its prin- 
cipal charm-merchants to tell 
Labour’s traditional class ene- 
mies bow safe they are; this is 
the equivalent of the football 
dnb chairman’s vote of con- 
fidence in the manager. It is 
blindingly obvious that inside 
the velvet glove the steel fist is 
flexing itself. 

Those who abandoned the 
Blue Tfeam on 1 May, a*anr»Tng 
that all the nasty redistributive 
nonsense had been knocked out 
of Labour by that nice Mr 
Blair, had better t hink again; so- 
rial ism was never just about 
money. Today the vogue word 
is “inclusion”; it may not mean 
more taxes for the affluent, but 
if it means what I think it 
there are many who 
would happily part with some 
extra dosh rather than be in- 
clusive. 

The first signs came from the 
arts. There was rejoicing when 
the poetry-reading, intellectual 
Friend oflbny, Chris Smith, got 
the Ministry of Culture gig; Mr 
Smith has lived up to his rep- 
utation as a man who knows his 
arts from his elbow, with posi- 
tive announcements and ap- 
pearances on screen, in print 
and in the theatre. But his de- 
termination to let ordinary folk 
enjoy the delights of grand 
opera is dearly making some 
uneasy. The management of 
Covent Garden are faced with 


rumblings amongst backers, 
who wonder why they should 
pay large amounts of money to 
mix with hoi poUoi. They want 
everyone to enjoy opera; but 
that’s not the same as saying 
that “their” Covent Garden 
should be the People's Opera. 
Smith is right, of course, and 
they are wrong; but it is their 
money which allows the Opera 
House to do much of what it 
does. Will they enjoy nibbing 
shoulders with people who 
think of opera as football 
theme music? They are now 
face to face with the true mean- 
ing’ of “indusion”; you can 
have what you like, but you may 
have to share some of it with 
people you don’t like. In the 
next few months we will begin 
to see just how “new" some of 
Labour’s rich new friends really 
are. 

Even more sticky is the 
question of what to do about in- 
dependent, fee-paying schools. 
Most of them are day schools; ■ 
many of them used to be in. the 
state sector. Relatively few are 
of the great historic boarding 
school stamp. 

Let me declare an interest; 
my own children, by dint of hard 
work and talent, qualified for 
entry to one of the five most 
successful schools in the 
country. It used to be the gram- 
mar school in my area when I 
wasa child; it is now indepen- . 
dent I knew, at the age of 11, 
that its pupils were different; 
when my school met them in 
Top of the form, having given 
us a sound thrashing they gave 


us three “hurrahs”, whilst we 
shouted “hooray”. But they’ve 
changed. Now they too say 
“hooray”; they play sports 
against local schools; and this 
is probably the most genuinely 
multi cultural school I've seen 
in this oountiy (and I’ve filmed 
in dozens over the years). It 
would have been perverse to 
have turned down the chance 
for my own children to benefit 
from what the school has to 
offer, purely because money is 
involved. And in London we are 
not unusual; the crisis in our 
capital’s schools is now so ex- 
treme that one-sixth of parents 
choose to pay for education 
even if they can scarcely afford 
it AD the independent schools 
are hugely oversubscribed. It’s 
not surprising, when you are 
told that local state schools can- 
not guarantee uninterrupted 
scboolnig, that five GCSEs is re- 
garded as an outstanding per- 
formance, and that the school 
can’t afford set texts. Though' 
there are no available statistics, 
the anecdotal evidence sug- 
gests that desire for what in- 
dependent schools offer is 
strongest amongst those who re- 
gard themselves as most dis- 
advantaged and excluded: the 
ethnic minorities. 

Getting rid of the indepen- 
dents won't solve the prob- 
lems of the state schools. And 
there is little or no proof that 
an injection of middle-class 
energy to a state school will lift 
results for all; it is just as likely 
that, as with most public ser- 
vices, the middle classes will 


bully their way into soaking up 
a disproportionate share of 
publicly funded resources. But 
something dearly has to be 
done to avoid the growth of ed- 
ucational apartheid. That is 
why the speech by the Educ- 
ation Minister, Stephen Byers, 
to the conference of the Girls’ 
Schools Association was so 
cunning. He was dear that 
killing Lhe independent schools 
was off the agenda, thus com- 
forting the people who pay; but 
he also made it dear with car- 
rot and implied stick that they 
would have to share, or else the 
“leave-'em- alone” polity might 
have to be revised. 

Suggestions that private hos- 
pital facilities will also have to 
play their part in meeting the 
beds crisis in the NHS reinforce 
the suspicion that the public- 
private partnership which min- 
isters talk about involves more 
than handing public resources 
to private shareholders. 

Here, perhaps, is one of 
the building blocks of Kafr’s 
“third way". Those with money 
may well be allowed to retain 
the privileges that money can 
buy but wh^ these mvolve us- 
ing public goods -land, culture, 
information, there’s no exclus- 
ive lease. We 1 middle classes 
may not pay extra taxes, but we 
are going to have to find ways 
of sharing our good fortune 
with everyone else; we can 
have our cake, and we can eat 
it - but we’ve had a clear warn- 
ing that there wOl be new diners 
at the table and that we shall 
have to provide for them. 


omic growth, at around 2 per 
cent a year. 

We certainly can cut fossil 
fuel consumption, especially 
in Lhe developed world. After 
all, we use it extremely waste - 
fully because it is so abundant 
and cheap, and there are alter- ‘ 
natives. But making these 
changes is certain to be painful 
for governments —they will have 
to upset powerful industrial 
lobbies, raise the cost of fueL. 
risk the wrath of voters. They 
are being asked to take all this 
pain with no precise knowledge 
of what tire gain is; what exactly 
is in it for individual nations. 
The information is unavailable. 

That is the main reason 
why these negotiations are so 
difficult and so stalled. The Eur- 
opean Union's solution is to say 
that the developed nations 
must lead the way with a 
simple, decisive action - they 
must all cut their emissions by 
15 per cent by 2010 compared 
to their 1990 leveL That would 
make a real start on tackling the 


threat, and it wfll also show the 
Third World - whose emissions 
. are rising rapidly, and will soon 
overtake the West’s - that the 
rich countries are serious. It is 
a bold, moral stance, but some- 
what compromised by the fart 
that under this proposal some 
of the poorer EU countries wfll 
be allowed to raise their emis- 
sions drastically — by more t han 
30 per cent Other, wealthier 
countries, such as Britain and 
Germany, will offset this by 
making even deeper cuts. 

AU the other developed 
countries are willing to give far 
less. Australia, whose economy 
is particularly reliant on heavy 
fossil feel use, insists that it must 
be allowed to raise its fossil fuel 

emissions by 18 per cent. The 
US advocates stabilising annual 
emissions -between 1990 and 
2010. It also insists that big, fast- 
industrialising developing coun- 
tries such as India and China 
will have to make some sort of 
commitment in Kyoto to res- 
train their fast rising emissions. 

And here’s another huge 
problem in these negotiations. 
The bad guys, us in the West 
who have caused the great bulk 
of dimate change so for, hold 
□early all the cards. It looks as 
though we wfll suffer the least 
as the climate changes, be- 
cause our wealth and technol- 
ogy put us in a fairly strong 
position to cope with rising sea 
levels and changes in temper- 
ature and r ainfall- Boor, densely 
populated nations wfll be far 
more at risk, yet they have little 
negotiating strength. As the cli- 
mate s ummi t opens, the Third 
World is divided and confused 
about the issue. If they refuse 
to discuss controlling their 
emissions,' and there is no 
agreement and no controls, 
then they will be the biggest 
losers. It is extremely unfair. 

We have bad less than 10 
years of International negot- 
iations over climate change, and 
a centuiy or more of them lies 
ahead. This climate diplomacy 
wfll make the protracted super- 
power negotiations over nuclear 
weapons and the endless Galt 
world trade talks look quick and 
easy in comparison. Kyoto is 
just the beginning of the be- 
ginning. The most important 
tiling of all is to make any agree- 
ment legally binding and en- 
forceable - if there is no 
progress on that, the planet 
really is in trouble. 

So the big picture peddled 
by the press is half right Amer- 
ica looks pretty ugly. But Eur- 
ope’s grand idea of a simple, 
moral gesture offers no lasting 
solution. 
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Barbara 


Monique Serf (Barbara), 
singer and songwriter; born 
Paris 9 June 1930; died Paris 
(Neuilty) 25 November 1997. 


She would start her first num- 
ber sitting at a sinfully blade 
grand piano. Arrayed all in 
black, with dead white face 
and hands, she attacked her first 
number, her left hand im- 
placably hammering out the 
strange harmonies of the bass. 
Then a little-girl voice, barely 
audible, began to drift through 
the enigmatic lyric she had 
composed only for bcrself, and 
for her voice alone. For the 
second verse, accompanied by 
accordion, guitar or Didier 
Lockwood’s violin, she would 
rise from her lakeside of keys 
and it was like a wraith from 
Giselle lingering over her mys- 
tic tomb, Gothic, romantic. 

Barbara possessed remark- 
able breath control, for her 
voice seemed to float on a min- 
imum of the air required by 
mortal men, and her lips hard- 
ly moved Unless one knew the 
test by heart, as all the fans did 
it was often difficult to catch the 
words: one sometimes felt, as 
when listening to the relentless 
mutte rings of Franqoise Sagan, 
that one needed a decoder. 

But Barbara had been 
trained at the Conservatoire de 
Paris, where she had won two 
prizes for classical singing, and 
she could also declaim her 
words with true dramatic force 
and vocal power, as at the end 
of certain songs, when she 
would throw up her left arm, 
contorting it like a boa con- 
strictor, then flinging back her 
head to expose a defenceless 
throat above which a square jaw 
supported the tireless mask of 
her exhaustion. 

Despite her excellent train- 
ing, Barbara found it difficult to 
get work. Perhaps in that post- 
war period people were looking 
for someone to make them for- 
get the dark past, not to remind 
them of sadness, loneliness, 
heartbreak and death. So she 
was practically unknown for 15 
years worldng in a murky Brus- 


sel? night-club before making 
obscure beginnings as * La 
Chanteuse de Minuit". She 
stayed there five years (195S-63) ■ 
singing Brassens, Fferr 6, Brel, 
Ferret, then the fin-de-si&de 
favourites whose sinister 
humour suited her style. 

One of the composers of that 
period had been British, .the 
bilingual Harry Fra^on. a great 
favourite of the caffi concert, 
who wrote some famous chan- 
sons including the immortal 
"Revkns". Barbara was also at- 
tracted to the ditties of Lion 
Xanrof, who composed the 
equally immortal songs of ' 
Yvette Guibert, “Madame 
Arthur'’ and “Le Fiacre", as well 
as the more sentimental “Rive 
de Valse ” , all neatly interpreted 
by Barbara, though Guibert 
bad been a disease rather than 
-a chanteuse. 

Barbara had begun trying 
her own hand at composition, 
and in 1963 gave a recital that 
revealed her to a much wider 
public, singing “Dis, quxmd vien- 
dras-tu?", “Chapeau has ” and 
“Le Temps du Lilas”. Sbe made 
her first appearances at the 
old Bobino and at that great 
shrine of the chanson (recent- 
ly reopened after tactful refur- 
bishing), the Olympia. She 
produced one of her most tru- 
ly popular songs, “ Ma plus belle 
histoire d 'amour, e’esi vous" 
which she would address at the 
end of every concert to a deliri- 
ous audience, enraptured by the 
parting thought that they and 
only they were the ones she re- 
ally loved. She was irresistible, 
and President Frangois Mitter-' ' 
rand himself adopted her as his 
favourite anger: he would invite 
her to the ElyaSe dinners to sing 
for his guests and arranged for 
her to receive the grand reward 
of Chevalier de la Legion. 
d'Honneur. 

Mitterrand was a moderate 
socialist, but Barbara had more ' 
extreme left-wing tendencies, 
which endeared her to the 
French Communist leader 
Georges Marchais and the 
Communist newspaper VHu- 
manite. Barbara often made 
appearances - with Colette-' 


Magny, Jean Ferret and other 
left-wing entertainers* and she 


of Aids, of child slavery, racism, 
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The titles of her songs became 
more and more ominous, and 
often included the colour black 
which she called “a festival of 
.colouri 1 . 

Dedicated fans discussed ' 
her tall, emaciated figure and 
well-cut robes, saying “Black 
suits her so welL” She became 
known as “La Dame en Near” 
and sang sombre chansons like 
“La Dame prune”, “Le Mai de 
yiyre”, “lies Amours inces- 
tueuscs". 'Rvo other songs, “La 
Com*” (The She-WolT) and 
“LJtffcfe Nob ” (“The Black Ea- 
gle"), fitted her own appearance 
onstage. 

Photographed, full face she 
often looked ambisexual, bat in 
profile she became, with her 
hawk-Uke nose and bold jaw- 
line, heavily made-up eyes glit- 
tering in that chalk-white mask, 
like a black eagle or a prowling 
beast of prey. Her love affairs 
were unhappy ("Mes Homme y”) 
and the passions of a femme fa- 
tale in despair were reflected in 
many dark hymns like “LeStddl . 
nob” (“Black Sun") inspired by 
Gfirard de Nerval's sonnet “El 
Desdichado ” (“The IH-fiitfld"): 

My one star is dead -and my lute's 
constellations 

Bear the black sun or Melancholia. 


She slowly dropped out of 
sight, with only occasional re- 
turns to the stage ?- 1 saw her in 
1987 at the Chdtdet, her last full 
public appearance in Paris, all 
in black, the entire audience in 
tears after being cheered up a 
little by her “Petit Bois de Saim- 
AmanF , based on a classic 
Badi theme and interspersed by 
perky little quotes from a nurs- 
ery rhyme. She was most heart- 
breaking when she tried to 
smile and be gay. 

“La Grande Dame de la 
Chanson" has bequeathed to us 
a treasury of records and al- 
bums. Sales of her last album, 
Barbara, recorded in 1996 be- 
tween bouts of asthma, are 
approaching one mfllion. 

-James Kirkitp 



Frank Mulville 


Frank Nugent Blood MuWflle, 
writer and yachtsman: bort 
Dinard, France I January 
1924; married first Mary 
Watson (one dau^iter; 
marriage dissolved), secondly 
Celia Foster (two sons; 
marriage dissolved), thirdly 
Wendy Stack; died Maldon, 
Essex 3 November 1997. 


He married for the first rime 
soon after the war, bpl : em- 
ployment was hard to find. He 
Cried window cleaning, jour- 
fiaiwm- selling pressure chokers, 
and founded a secretarial ser- 
vice which turned into a print- 
ing firm and is still in business. 
TWo yachts followed, with voy- 
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‘La Dame en NoiP: Barbara In 1987 
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Frank Mulville will be remem- 
bered as one of Britain's finest 
sea writers. His nine books are 
largely accounts of his own life 
and travels on saltwater. His ob- 
servations and fearless self- 
analysis raise them to the level 
of literature. 

He was the youngest of sev- 
eachQdren. His parents had met 
in Argentina but his early up- 
bringing was in London, in 
Kensington. Family holidays in 
ft righriing sea introduced him to 

the smacks and barges that 
proliferated along the Essex 
shores in those days. He eked 
out his c hildh ood winters im- 
proving his understanding of 
sailin g theory with models on 
the Round Pond in Kensington 
Gardens, and respect for tra- 
ditional rigs and hull forms 
Stayed with him all his life. 

Times were hard for the 
MubriUes during the Depression 
and in due course Frank found 
himself oq a ship back to 
Agrentina with his father. His 
book North Star to Southern 
Cross (1993), winner of the 
“Best Book of the Sea" award, 
recounts the agonies suffered by 
a susceptible foreign youth in a 
Spanish-speaking boarding 
school, contrasting them with 
periods of freedom on the pam- 
pas among the gauchos. 

At the commencement of 
the Second World V&r, Mulville 
was back in London at St Paul's 
School, which he promptly left 
to apprentice hims elf to the 
Blue Star Line. In 1943, his ship 
was torpedoed and he organised 
a sailing rig for a lifeboat he 
shared with 45 survivors. Later 
in the war, he acquired Ratty , a 
sailing dinghy which he used as 
a tender for the tug aboard 
which he now served as an 
RNVR lieutenant. 
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SteBa, a converted Looe fishing 
smack, that he made his name 
as a sailor. 

A lifelong socialist and a 
member of the Labour Party, 
Mulville determined to discov- 
er the truth about early post- 
revolution Cuba far himself. He 
sailed across the Atlantic with 
his second wife, Celia, and their 
two sons, Patrick and Adrian. 

The writing that came out of this 
experience and a subsequent 
single-handed voyage to Cuba 
with his final boat fskra {In 
Grrndma ’s Wake, 1970, and Dear 
Dolphin , 1991) ranks among the 
most thought-provoking work of 
its kind. His description of life 
in a cane-cutting brigade, toil- 
ing with his comrades until 
they dropped in the dust and 
heat “for the Revolution” & par- 
ticularly powerful. Girl SteQa was 
lost in a traumatic shipwreck in 
the Azores. 

It was at one of the lowest 
ebbs in the life of this creative 
man that he found the 30ft fckm, 
a traditional wooden cutter 
built in 1930. Her workaday 
good looks appealed to this no- 
nonsense seaman and his easy 
relationship with her lasted for 
the remainder of his life. In her, . 
he and Wendy, his third wife, 
sailed the Atlantic from the Arc- 
tic Circle to Buenos Aires. The 
stories of their many voyages 
run through his later books. 

It is interesting to speculate 
how a man of Frank Millville’s 
curtailed formal education con- 
trived to write with such sensi- 
tivity and technical skill. He 
hims elf had no doubts: 


Just as the ocean wears away the 
rocks and bends the contour of the 
shore to its will, so it washes over a 
man's mind, smoothing the sharp 
edges, knocking off the conceits, flat- 


tening the prejudices so that he is left 
iufere 


with a different instrument with 
which to govern his life. 

- —Tom Cuhliffe 


The Right Rev Hugh Gough 


Hugh Rowlands Gough, 
priest: bom 19 September 
I90S; ordained deacon 1928, 
priest 1929; OBE 1945; Vicar 
of Islington 1946-48; 
Prebendary, St PauPs 
Cathedral 1948; Archdeacon 
of West Ham 1948-58; 
Suffragan Bishop of Barking 
1948-59; Archbishop of Sydney 
(Metropolitan of New South 
Wales) 1958-66; Primate of 
Australia 1959-66; Chaplain 
and Sub-Prelate, Order of St 
John of Jerusalem 1959-72; 
CMG 1965; Rector of 
Freshford 1967-72; Vicar of 
Limpfey Stoke 1970-72; 
married 1929 The Hon 
Madeline Kinnaird (one 
daughter); died Over Wallop, 
Hampshire 13 November 
1997. 


Hugh Gough was the last bish- 
op to come direct from Engjand 
to a Metropolitan See in Aus- 
tralia. He was appointed Arch- 
bishop of Sydney in 1958 and 
left an enduring mark cm the 
church he had come to serve. 

Gough never ceased to be 
“pukka’" F-n glish, but he f&Q in 
love with Australia as a coun- 
try still rich in adventure and ex- 
citement. He and his wife 
arrived in Sydney in May 1959 
and soon began to make their 
mark. His style of leadership 
was quite new where clergy 
were concerned; ii took them by 

storm. They never came to 
know him, or be them, as inti- 
mately as his predecessor, Arch- 
bishop MowU, but they liked his 
direct manner and dipped style 
of conversation. 

Gough bad no previous ex- 


perience of church government 
through an annual synod and its 
standing committees and he 
never really adjusted to this de- 
mocratic system. He moved his 
office from Church House to 
Bisbopsconzt, where be carried 
out routine administration and 
correspondence with the help of 
a domestic chaplain and personal 
assistant. But this made him 
more remote and less accessible 
for the ordinary clergyman. 

He held a regular meeting of 
his bishops and archdeacons; 
this kept him informed about 
diocesan needs and problems. 
He delegated responsibility and 
willingly trusted colleagues to 
carty oa at their own discretion 
- his most constructive derision 
was to appoint a commission 
to examine the structures and 
finances of the diocese. 


Gough was too outspoken to 
escape media criticism. He was 
always prone to act first, and 
then reflea later. The Sydney 
Morning Herald and the Daily 
Telegraph treated him with dig- 
nity and respect, but he was sub- 
jected to a long and hostile 
campaign in the pages of the 
Anglican and in some secular 
publications such as Nation. 

Hugh Gough came from a 
strong Evangelical background. 
He was bom in 1905 in the then 
undivided continent of India, 
where bis father was a Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) mis- 
sionary on the North-West 
Frontier. School at Weymouth 
in Dorset led on to Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where he 
became President of the Cam- 
bridge Inter-collegiate Christ- 
ian Union and took his degree 


in 1927. After 12 months at the 
London College of Divinity* 
he was made deacon In 1928 
and ordained to the priesthood 
in 1929. A curacy in Islington 
was followed by parish ap- 
pointments at Bath, Bayswater 
and Carlisle. He saved with dis- 
tinction as an Army Chaplain 
and then, in 1946, became vic- 
ar of St Maty's, Islington, until 
1 948, when he was consecrated 
as Bishop of Barking in the 
diocese of Chelmsford. 

He had been the first Chair- 
man of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship, was closely associ- 
ated with the Evangelical Al- 
liance, often spoke at Lhe 
Keswick Convention and was 
one of those who issued the in- 
vitation to Billy Graham for the 
Harringay Crusade of 1954. 


No other bishop would identi- 
fy himself with Billy Graham or 
support the Crusade until Arch- 
bishop Fisher took his seat on 
the platform for the. final meet- 
ing. But Gough bad taken his 
stand without regard of the 
cost in official favour; he was the 
tiring hope of all evangelicals in 
the Fifties but his election as 
Archbishop of Sydney took him 
away from England. 

He was elected to the Pri- 
macy of Australia by the Dioce- 
san Bishops in October 1959 
and he filled this role in a way 
that won well-deserved respect. 
The new Constitution for the 
Church in Australia came into 
effect on 1 January 1962 and it 
feD to Gough to preside over (he 
first General Synod in May 
that year. As Primate be trav- 
elled widely in Australia, at- 


tended the World Council of 
Churches General .Assembly 
at New Delhi in 1961. and took 
part in the Anglican Congress 
at Toronto in 1963. He carried 
out visits to CMS in Pakistan In 
1964 and to the Australian 
Armed Forces in Malaya and 
Vietnam in 1965. 

But the nervous strain of sev- 
en strenuous years took their 
toll in a serious breakdown in 
health early in 1966 and he re- 
signed from the See. just seven 
years after his enthronement. 
For a short time, he was vicar 
of the little parish of Freshford 
in lhe diocese of Bath and 
Wells: then he retired alto- 
gether and made his home first 
in Bath and then in the Hamp- 
shire village of Over V\hJiop. 

Those who knew him well 
will never forget the warmth of 



Gough: evangelical 


his friendship or his courage in 
adversity. He had a high and ad- 
venturous spirit, coupled with 
a very humble loyalty and de- 
votion. He kept in touch with 
Sydney affairs, welcomed many 
Sydney visitors in his home 
and followed church life in 
Sydney with unfailing interest. 

-M.L Loane 


Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birth*. 
Adopti on *, M a rrragea, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding Mmhrerairie*, In 
Mgmorbm) should bo sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The tndepet* 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf; 
London EM SDL, telephoned to W7I- 
wa 20(1 ( 24-hour answering machine 
0/71-293 20/2) or teed to «7I-2*> 2010, 
and are charged at C6JS0 a Ilna (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 


ments (notices, functions. Forthcom- 
ing marriage*. Marriages) mutt be 


submitted in writing (or fip«d) and we 
(forged at CHI a fine, VW extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


The Independent's main sw itchboa rd 
number is 0171-2*3 2000. 


Appointments 

Mr Dick Jenkins, t a be ambassador 
to the Republic of Georgia. 

Mr Michael D&bin, to be High 
Commissioner m the Republic of RfL 
Mr Christopher Peter Tootal, robe 
Chairman of the Copyright Tribunal. 
Mr Stephen Price Richards, to be 

a Justice of the High Court assigned 
to the Queen's Bench Division. 

Mr Nicholas Richard Pumfrey 
OC lobe a Justice of the High Court 

^ ■ . j r^n’einn 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Professor Sir Ivor Batche- 
lor, psychiatrist 81; M Jacques 
Chirac^ President of France, 65; Sir 
Derek Day, former High Commis- 
sioner in Canada, 70; Professor Sir 
Michael Howard, historian, 75; Mr 
Derek Jameson, radio presenter and 
former editor, 6 & Professor Frank 
Kennode, Eterary critic, 78; MrJofan 
MayaD, rhythm and blues musician, 
64; Mr Geoffrey Moorbonsc, writer. 
66 ; Sir Alan Moses. High Court 
judge, 52; Lady Porter, former Lord 
Mayor of Westminster, 67; Professor 
David Rhind. Director-General and 
Chief Executive, Ordnance Survey, 
54; Mr David Rinroul actor, 48: Mr 
David Rogers, chief eaeauhns, Am- 
strad, 51; Dame Janet Smith QC, 
High Court judge, 57; Sir David Steel 
former chairman, the Wellcome 
That. 81; Sir Dennis Weaiherstcme, 
former chairman and chid executive, 
JJ» Morgan & Co, New York, 67; Mr 
Alan Lee Williams, director, At- 
lantic Council, 67; Miss Louise 
Winter, operatic mezzo-soprano. 38. ' 


Reinhardt, publisher, 82; Mr John 
Hamilton Scon. Lord- Lieutenant of 
Shetland, 61; Mr Sian Su frmann . sax- 
ophonist, 49: Lord Tope, former 
Liberal MP. 54; Mr Efrem Zimbdl- 
ist Jnr, television and 51m actor, 74. 


Anniversaries 


TODAY: Births: John Harvard, 
founder of the University, baptised 
1607; Gertrude JefeylL, landscape ar- 
chitect, 1843; Carlo Levi, novelist, 
painter and journalist 1902. Deaths: 
Giovanni Bellini (Giambellini), 
painter, 1516; Thomas Woisey, Car- 
dinal and Lord Chancellor. 1530; 
Hans Holbein the Younger, painter. 
1543; Giacomo Antonio Domenico 
Micbcle Secondo Maria Puccini, 
composer, 1924. On this day: the 
Eighth Army opened its offensive, 
1943. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Brendan of Birr. St Radbod, St Sat- 
uroinusor Semin of Toulouse and St 
Satuminus, martyr. 


j assigned to the Chancery Division^ 


Mr Hugh Bernard Harwood 
Carlisle QC, to be part-time Presi- 
dent of the Thmsport Tribunal. 


royal engagements 

TO0AY!i Prta tm tt Hairnet. RwidciU. U* ■ 
Guide AModaUan. auemtite NanJi E*l Em- 
tod Guide AHweiatiou Aheat Saner w wtt 
MlxtfOCT. TOMORROW; The PeriwH.oT 


r. Sarttidi Opera, ancah n 

‘ ~ ‘ t Rohroodhouw. 


r„b Ombbv ■> the IWaee of 
Edinburgh- 



TOMORROW: Mrs Hilary Arm- 
strong MP, Minister for Loral Gov- 
ernment and Housing, 52; Miss 
Diana Cbtton QC, a Recorder of the 
Crown Court, 56; Mr Richard Cren- 
na, film 'actor, 71: Mr George 
Dufficld, jockey, 51; Mr Roger 
Glover, rock musician, 52; Sir Vic- 
tor Goodhew, former MP and gov- 
ernment minister, 78; Mr George 
Graham, football manager. 53; Mr 
Andy Gray, foofiafler.42; Mr Robert 
Guillaume, singer and actor, 67; Mr 
Frank Ifield,singei; 61; Mr LoufeKir- 
ty, Editor, UK Mad, 69; Mr Gaiy 
Lineker, footballer, 37; Mr Radu 
Lupu, pianist, 52; Mr Patrick 
McLaughlin MP, 40; Miss Virginia 
Mayo, actress, 77; Lord Party, for- 
mer chairman of the Welsh Tourist 
Board, 72; Miss Marguerite POrter, 
ball e r ina, 49; Sir Stanley Rees, for- 
mer High Court judge, 90; Mr Max 


TOMORROW Births: Andrea ftd- 
ladio, (Andrea di Pietro deOa Gon- 
■ dota) architect, 1508; Sir Philip 
Sidney, poet, soldier and courtier, 
1554; John Buoyan, writer, bap- 
tised, 1628; Jonathan Swift, author, 
1667. Deaths: Oscar Frugal O’Fla- 
hertie Wills Wilde, playwright, 1900; 
Joyce Irene GrenfdL entertainer, 
1979. On this day: the Crystal 
Palace at Sydenham, near London, 
was destroyed by fire, 1936. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Andrew the 
Apostle, SI Cuthbert Mayne and St 
Sapor. 


Lectures 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 

‘'Symbolism in England (3): G-F. 
Watts". 130pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: JJKLD. 
Cooper, “Sir John Vimbrtigb and 
Nicholas Hawksmoor". 3pm. 


FAITH & REASON 


A cry in the dark from Muslim youth 


Unnoticed by the media, sin 
intifada has already begun on 
the streets of Britain, says Fuad 
Nahdi , editor of the Muslim 
newspaper Q-News. To prevent 
its growth society must find a 
way of listening to the voice of 
young British Islam. 


The launching of the Muslim Council 
of Britain (MCB) last week was an ini- 
tiative forged by a community that, de- 
spite foe odds, is showing signs of both 
growth and maturity. In one sense last 
Sunday's gathering was celebratory - 
nothing more than an assembly of the 
converted. But the powerful call it made 
for “Muslim unit/’ may prove of real 
significance. 

The atmosphere at the MCB inaug- 
ural convention was part therapy, part 
euphoria. It was an opportunity for the 
mostly middle-aged men who are 
mosque- and institutionorienied to meet 
and hug each other again - part of an 
elaborate ritual of self-congratulation 
and self-assurance. But, within a com- 
munity consisting of more than 56 
nationalities, questions arc always 
going to be- asked about any group 
which sets itself up as either an 


“umbrella body" or “a representative" 
organisation. 

The idea of setting up a represen- 
tative body for British Muslims has been 
tried before. In the mid-Seven tics Dr 
Syed Pasha formed the Union of Mus- 
lim Organisations (UMO), a body 
largely of first-generation profession- 
als interested in formulating links with 
the British government rather than in 
representing grass-roots Muslims in 
Britain. In the Nineties the late Dr 
Kalim Siddiqui set up the Muslim Par- 
liament, which despite its name was not 
an elected body and which consisted 
mostly of first-generation activists. 
The MCB has therefore set out to work 
as in independent body beholden to no 
one outside Britain, and its broad-based 
approach and emphasis on the pro- 
motion of Muslim “co-operation, con- 
sensus and unity" should make it more 
appealing to the second generation of 
British Muslims than its rivals. 

Certainly there is a pressing need, 
felt by both Muslims and a substantial 
body of non-Muslims in the country, to 
give British Muslims an articulate, 
moderate and relevant voice. This 
need is perhaps best pondered in the 
light of what might happen if British 
Muslims continue to cry in the dark. 

Recent reports, including one by the 
Policy Studies Institute, have provided 


ample evidence of the deprivation and 
disenfranchisement faced by the Mus- 
lim community. Muslims, both men and 
women, face more prejudice and dis- 
crimination than any other communi- 
ty when it comes to employment and 
lhe provirion of housing and health care 
services. Perhaps (he most blatant of all 
institutional anti-Muslim discrimination 
in modem Britain is lhe denial of state 
funding for Muslim schools. 

Islamophobia. as Professor Gor- 
don Conway, chair of the Runnymede 
Trust report on the subject recently said, 
is a “real and growing phenomenon - 
an ugfy word for an ugly reality". The 
pervasive hatred of Islam and Muslims 
across all section? of British society is 
a serious matter that needs to be tack- 
led with urgency and solid commitment. 
Yet the Muslim community, caught in 
a vicious web of poverty and systemic 
disadvanlage, is bewildered and in no 
position to deal with the multiple socio- 
economic disadvantages affecting it. 

Responsible imams, community lead- 
ers and activists cannot stop the ride of 
young people turning lo criminality and 
extremism. Platoons of young angry 
Muslims arc mushrooming all over the 
country. Twisted and disfigured by the 
twin evils of racism and Islamophobia. 
they are bitter and resentful - potential 
fifth-column guerrillas for the numerous 


causes ra the Muslim world. Idle hands 
and heads are also vulnerable to simplis- 
tic and demagogic slogans. 

Though the media may not yet have 
noted the Fact, the intifada in the inner 
cities of Britain has already begun; last 
summer young Muslim people were in- 
volved in at least 14 violent incidents with 
the authorities. “Shaping the future of Is- 
lam in Britain," Khali da Khan, a keynote 
speaker, told the MCB gathering, “de- 
pends very much on shaping individuals 
to become Muslims, in their iailh and spir- 
ituality, ethics and morality, deeds, com- 
munity life and most important of all, i n 
their identity," 

The building of a British Islam will 
have to be founded upon a new reali- 
sation - that in the UK Muslims can- 
not operate as if they are a majority; 
they have to rediscover a theology and 
Islamic jurisprudence suited to a mi- 
nority living in a multi-faith and multi- 
cultural society. But they also need the 
help of the rest of society in combat- 
ing Islamophobia. particularly at the 
point where it prevents Muslims and 
non-Muslims cooperating on the joint 
diagnosis and solution of major shared 
problems relating to urban poverty and 
deprivation. The alternative may be too 
frightening to contemplate. 


• Faith & Reason' is edited by Paul lalleb 
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Shield Diagnostics shares rise as rumours link it with Abbo< 


market report 



CATHY NEWMAN 


Dealers were yesterday taking 
the pulse of Shield Diagnos- 
tics, the biotechnology com- 
pany developing Activated 
Factor Ttelve (AFT), a lesl for 
heart disease. 

Lawyers are believed to 
be finalising a deal for the 
commercialisation of the test, 
which Shield may announce at 
its results next month. Market 
sources are betting that the 
partner for the deal will be Ab- 
bott Laboratories, the Chica- 
go-based group, with which 
Shield has been involved in the 
past. There is a rumour that 
Abbott may take a stake, in 
Shield as part of the venture. 
Shield's shares shot up 12J5p 
to 697.5p. 

The diagnostic test will. 
Shield hopes, provide ah al- 
ternative to cholesterol testing 
as a means of detecting sus- 
ceptibility to heart attacks. 
Moreover, analysts reckon (he 


lest could eventually be used 
to measure the risk of some- 
one having a stroke. 

It would not be a surprise 
to see Shield teaming up with 
Abbott, which has around 40 
per rent of the diagnostics 
market. Goidbn Hall, Shield's 
erstwhile managing director 
who has stayed on as an ad- 
viser, used to work at Abbott. 

Shield's shares plummeted 
last month after be announced 
his unexpected resignation. A 
partnership with Abbott would 
revive the stock, but, as diag- 
nostics experts point out, it 
would be at least a year before 
(he test could be sold into the 
market in a big way. 

The insurance sector is be- 
ginning to overboil. The likes 
of Commercial Union have 
been having a field day during 
the past week, but the situation 
seemed to have taken a turn for 
the worse yesterday. CU was 


one of the least-wanted blue 
chips, down 37p to S15p, after 
HSBC James Capcl said .it 
was looking pricey if a bid 
Eaikd to materialise. It dragged 
other former favourites in its 
wake. Prudential Corporation 

dropped 20p to fi38p and GRB 
shed 16.75p to 285p. 

During the pasi week in 
particular, UK insurers have 
been given a boost by corpo- 
rate activity in continental 
Europe. BAT Industries’ fi- 
nancial services arm merged 
with Zurich Insurance last 
month, and now a bid battle 
for the French group, AGF, is 
titillating the sector. Howev- 
er, despite Capers bearish 
stance, other analysts say the 
UK stocks look undervalued. 

A minority of insurance 
stocks did manage to buck yes- 
terday’s downward trend. The 
Independent Insurance Group 
improved by 37.5p to £10.90, 


and preferred bid target Lon- 
don & Manchester Group 
climbed 8p to 509p. 

Feara erf an interest rate rise 
in advance of next week's 
. Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting drove the pound high- 
er and caused grief for ex- 
porters. Comments to the 
Treasury Select Committee 
by the Governor of the Bank 
of England, Eddie George. 


Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 

BOO 



0 J FMAMJ JASON 


also pushed sterling up. 
Smiths Industries eased 24p 
lo774p 1 andGKNdietJ 14plo 
£J2-S7. Interest rate-related 
worries also saw- retailers left 
on the shell Dixons closed 
21 .5p poorer at 673 -5p and 
Great Universal Stores tum- 
bled ISp to 695p ahead of re- 
sults next week. Talk of a Nat 
West downgrade of the sector 
also did not help matters. 

Footsie was in the dol- 
drums all day yesterday, and 
refused to be revived by Wall 
Street It dosed at alowfortbe 
day of 4831.8, down 57.2 
points, and it didn’t once man- 
age to cross the 4990 barrier. 

Mining lost its mettle, with 
Billiton down 2_5p to 146p, 
and ItioTfasto dropping I9pto 
715p.Vfeak metal prices were 
blamed for the decline. 

Laura Ashley found itself 
oat of fashion too. It dropped 
to an all-time low. easing 4p 


to 41 -5p, after th^bouse bro- 
ker, DresdnerWeu\ort Bat- 
son. reportedly up{>ed its 
losses forecast for £heye ar to 
January 1998- Ann I* 
who was ousted as chief < 
utive earlier this month, 
been expanding into Nc 
America. But that stral _ 
was overturned after she was 
replaced by David Hoare, for- 
merly chief operating officer. 

Viglen Technology, the 
computer group which was 
previously part of Amstxad, 
was another third line casualty. 
The company warned at its an- 
nual general meeting that 
margins would continue to be 

eroded as PC prices were 
forced down. It shares dosed 
77 S p down at 50p. 

Intelek, the electronics 
manufacturer, saw its shares 
jump 3.75p to 15.75p after an 
upbeat statement on its order 
book. 


TAKING STOCK 

Christopher Moore, chief 
executive of Tbrex Group, 
tfae computer software and 
services company yesterday 
made almost £200,000 by 
f «.ihw C 300,000 shares at 
72-5p each. 

He said the money would 
be used to pay a personal 
nt hill. Mr Moore now 
. controls 7.91 per cent of the 
ipany 

Gamco Corporation got off 
to akparing start in trading 
onQfc*- 

ipany, which is 
commercial and 
ities in 

leapt 34ip to 

Cameo operates in 
particular in Kytgyistan, 
formerly part <* Ike USSR. 

• ft has permits fin; joint 
ventures with grouptfbased 
in Kyrgyzstan to produce 
and distribute low ’ \ 
technology goods. 
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Has Lara 


second phase of 

£ 450 m investment 

in English 


Croft at last 
passed her 
sell-by date? 


Bdos, the computer softwart 

■ i — nn rfie success Of 


^in^n^". b 1 Raid ^ e ^ 

Itself out of financial 
announcing a £lB3m '“*£*??* 
for the six months to Sept«nb«-. 
Tomb Raider 11, starring the wild 

cWW fictional character Ufa Croft, 
w« released in the UKyest^T, 

following Its launch in the US last 

week. It already appears to be 

beating sales expectations. 

HM V and the Electronics Boutique 

In London opened their doors at 

midnight on Thursday to meet 

demand for the product; This is 
going to be the Christmas number 

one. WfeVe already sold 200 this 
morning. The queues for this are 
unbelievable,” said Michael Young, 
an assistant at Oxford Street* 

Electronics Boutique. 

Eidos* shares fell 25p to 655p 
yesterday after “extremely 
disappointing” sales of two other 
computer games and a rise in 
losses from £12^m last half 
However, the group said it had 
orders for 1.5 million Tomb Raider 
II units world-wide. Analysts were 
yesterday expecting Tomb II sales 
in the first year to beat the original 
Tomb Raider* 2.5 million units and 
predicted the group would make 
£9m profit in the full year. 

Asked if Lara, like the Spice Girls, 
might be nearing her sell-by date, 
Charles Cornwall, Eidos* chief 
executive replied stiffly: “Lara can't 
be talked about in the same 
sentence as the Spice Girls. 

She* a a hip Indiana Jane.” 
Meanwhile, Hornby, a rather more 
traditional toy company, is 
struggling to steam into the 
modem age. The maker of model 
railways and ScaJextric racing cars 
said yesterday the strong pound 
had put the brakes on half-year 
profits, which fell from £l.lm to 
£973,000, but concentrating 
on the two core products 
would reap future benefits. 

Peter Newey, chairman, sakf : - 
it was too early to say how 
Christmas tradingwas going. . 

Sanieena Ahmad iand John Wilfcock 


Samsung, the biggest industrial 
conglomerate in South Korea, has 
postponed building the next 
phase of its £450m electronics 
investment in North-east England 
as Korean corporations scramble 
to pull back from overseas 
expansion in the face of a 
crippling financial crisis. 

Richard Uoyd forty ' m Seoul and 
Chris GodsrrrorK in London report 
on Samsung’s decision, which 
could cost some 2,000 jobs and 
further undermine confidence 
fn the ability of Korean firms to 
deliver on their investment plans. 


delson, thclocalifP 
out Portfolio, 

today and could not fce ecirt&tetl' for 
comment. j.fcfjgfciy. ; ^ r i . - 


•n, - , — T . wiursarpnse on 

Teesade, whereafre second pfcdfffie 
investment was^seeu as' the key . to bting- 
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Senior Samsung executives in Korea yes- 
terday said the British government was told 
more than five months ago that further in- 
vestment at Wynyard Park, between Stock- 
ton and Hartlepool, was not viable. The 
group blamed the weakening business di- 
mate, as well as the declining credit of Ko- 
rean companies with international lenders. 

The project is the second phase of a two- 
part investment which was greeted as a 
“wonderful opportunity” by Michael Hes- 
eltme, then president of the Board of Trade, 
when it was annouced in October 1994. Mr 
Heseltine said the project was “as signifi- 
cant as the early wave of large-scale Japan- 
ese investments'’ in the UK. 

Samsung Europe said f 130m had been 
spent on a training centre and on factories 
producing microwave ovens and colour 
monitors, which between them employ 900 
people. The Korean giant also has a fac- 
tory at nearby Bfllm gham making television 
sets. But the centrepiece of the scheme, a 
plant making semiconductors, personal 
computers and flax machines and employ- 
ing 2JXK), has been postponed indefinitely. 
Samsung executives in Korea said the ad- 
ditional investment would have been $L4bn 
(£875m), though a spokesman for the 
company’s Europeaxhoperations insisted the 
whole site was estimated to cost £450m. 

The group said the collapse in the value 
of the Korean won and a world-wide loss 
of trust in the creditworthiness of the coun- 
try’s firms after a wave of bankruptcies made 
it difficult to raise the money needed for the 
investment. Samsung has also been bit by 
a plunge in computer chip prices in a mar- 
ket plagued by worldwide overproduction. 

“When we first proposed this, things 
looked very rosy,” said Moon Dong Shik, 
Samsung's executive of globalisation. "All 
of a sudden came this oversupply. W: could 
build the factory, but that would be a crazy 
decision- It would be very dishonest and 
we would deceive a lot of people by say- 
ing that we were going to invest that.” 

In theory, plans for the plant could be 
revived if the Korean eoonotxty improves and 
semiconductor prices go up. “If we made 
an investment of semiconductors in Europe 
it would always be in the UK,” said Mr 
Moon. “But we don’t have a very optimistic 
prospect for the next two or three years.” 

The Department of Trade and Indus- 
try last night confirmed it had been given 
advance warning of Samsung’s delibera- 
tions. A spokesman said the DTI had been 
“kept informed that Samsung were re- 
viewing their North-east project”. But the 
spokesman said: “We have not received to- 
day’s announcements from Samsung.” 

The spokesman said the EXIT had not 
revealed the threat to the investment be- 
fore now because to do so would have been 

“commercially confidential”. Peter Man- . 


Already three other Koreartfinn sinti feiet 
up as suppliers to-Samsung-aeaifiy. - 

Dave Wood from tire Uses Vaflby De- 
velopment Company, acoundl- ba^ed cr- 
ganisabon promoting inward investment, 
said- “I suppose it doesn’tcdme as a total 
sho<±, given the drop m ^woridwkle 
semiconductor market ButftSsurprising 
that they add the Ckraramagandthe news 
did not get to us.” 

The scale of Government grants for the 
project has never been disclosed, though 
the aid package was structured in phases 
as the different stages of the investment 
were completed. Local authorities were 
offering a further £5ra of grants to Sam- 
sung, provided the group gave permanent 
jobs to unemployed workers. 

Mr Wood said the creation of a further 
2,000 jobs was central to the drive to re- 
duce unemployment in the Tfees Valley, 
which stands at more than 9 per cent and 
almost double the national ave rage 

Samsung’s decision is even more sur- 
prising given that three days ago Chegfll 

Shin, chief executive of Samsung Europe, 
issued a statement saying the conglomer- 
ate remained “fully committed” to all its 
overseas operations, including Wynyard 
Park. TWo months ago Samaing farther 
demonstrated its commi tm ent by an- 
nouncing anotber£5m investment at Wyn- 
yaid Park to extend microwave production 
capacity. It has boosted production from 
an expected 740,000 this year to more than 
1 million ovens in 1998. 

One council official on Teesside said 
confriskm surrounded the fiiture of the pro- 
ject “Our biggest problem is getting in- 
formation out of Samsung. Relations are 
cordial.' but they are peculiarly secretive. 

It's almost impossible to get anything out 
of them about ffiefr plans.” - -■ 

The comments' follow Samsung’s an- 
nouncement last week of an unprecedent- 
ed restroefo^prt^ a 30 '- Indiana Jane: Lara Croft; star of Tonib Raider II, may have to tfigEitjosoiA of foriaricIaJtirtiribfo' ^ 

per cent cut in investment, reductions in ex- 
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ecudve pay, the merging of departments and 
the sale or closure of unprofitable businesses. 

“It's a matter of survival," said Hwang 
Young Key, senior managing director and 
chief of staff in Samsung’s finance group 
yesterday. “The problem with corporate 
Korea overall is high growth based on high 
leverage. This formula worked successfully 
in the Sixties, Seventies and Eighties, but 

in the Nineties we should have realised ear- 
lier that it will not be able to deliver suc- 
cess in the 21st century." 

Yesterday a spokesman for another con- 
glomerate, Daewoo, said operations at the 
company’s VCR factory in Antrim, North- 
ern Ireland, would be reviewed as part of 
a world-wide assessment of company op- 
erations. Hyundai was also reported this 
week to have delayed investment in a£3bn 
semiconductor plant in Dunfermline, Scot- 
land. Of the four big Korean conglomer- 
ates, only LG, which has a £4-5bn project 
in South Whies, insists that its investments 
in Britain will not be affected. 

Diplomats in Seoul are waiting ner- 
vously for the outcome of negotiations be- 
tween the South Korean government and 
the IMF over the terms of the bail-ouL On 
Thursday, the Korean fioance minister, Lim 
Chang Yuel, acknowledged that the $20bn 
which Seoul initially requested would not 
be enough to cover short-term debts. 
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Consumers benefit as computer 
hardware prices plummet 
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BZW quits Japanese 
equities business 


The cost of kitting yourself out 
with a powerful, multimedia 
computer is dropping almost as 
fast as Asian stock prices these 
days. 

A year ago £1.000 would have 
bought a machine with half the 
working memory, half the bard 
disk size and something three 
times as slow as that cash would' 
buy today. Prices of pentium H 
MMX computers - the type of 
bi-tech machine that takes 3-D 
graphics and high-quality sound 
in its stride - have dropped by 50 
per cent in the last year. 

A four-speed CD -Rom cost 
£100 in the summer. Tbday shop- 
pers can pick up one that is six 
times as fast for half the price. And 
the best is yet to come for com- 
puter buffS prepared to hang on. 


According to Phil Burnham of 
Romtec, which monitors trends 
and prices in the UK PC market, 
Intel the giant US computer chip 
company is planoing to slash the 
price of Pentium n processors next 
January and again in April. For 
consumers, the precipitous decline 
in prices - the result of retailers 
winding down stocks in readiness 
for the latest technology and 
continuing overcapacity in the 
market for computer components 
and semiconductors - is obvious- 
ly welcome news. 

For those companies supplying 
components and selling computers, 
it means thinning margins and 
falling profits. VjgJen. demerged 
from Amstrad, is the latest casually. 
Just a month after announcing 
disappointing full-year figures, the 


company warned yesterday that 
oversupply of computer com- 
ponents was forcing it to cut prices, 
hitting margins, though sales 
volumes were still rising. Shares in 
the company crashed almost one- 
third from 5 Op to 22.5p. The 
problem is industry-wide. 

The UK computer group RM 
and the US group Gateway have 
all announced pricing pressures in 
the last few weeks. David Moore, 
marketing manager at Dell Com- 
puters, the number two direct-to- 
consumer supplier of computers in 
the UK agrees: “Everyone is 
competing on price. The market is 
incredibly aggressive. The only way 
for companies to win is keep costs 
low and sell high-quality products 
where prices are holding up.” 

- Sameena Ahmad 
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Mutuals turn up the heat on 
would-be carpetbaggers 


Barclays, the UK hank, is to dose down its way die Japanese equities business has fared.” MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


a suitable buyer, with the loss of around 100 
jobs in Tbkyo. Some staff covering Japanese 

sales desks in other Barclays' offices wfll also 
lose their jobs. 

Martin Tkyior, Barclays’ chief executive, 
put large cfamlBofBZWBaidays’inrestin^u 
banking arm, up for sale last month after the 
businesses failed to generate adequate returns. 
Mr Thytor originally intended to sett the busi- 
nesses as a package, but was forced to adopt 
a pfo pp-nysil approach as potential purchasers 
dropped one by one out of the bidding race. 

CSFB, eventually left as the sole bidder, 
bought the eqiatksaod corporate finance di- 

viaODS gather thsmootb at aknockdoMiprice. 

ButtheSwBsbanktmnedupitsnoseupBar- 

rinyc’ A«i»n and Australian activities. The 
Japanese operation was dubbed “a tosar” in 
a confidential videoconference for CSFB dfi- 
rectots. 


p> fired m number of potential purchasers [for 


able to come to a mutually satisfactory agree- 
ment”. 


was connected with recent turmofl in Far East- 
ern markets, saying: “We are happy with the 


RjOowmg the closure of the equities busi- 
ness, Barcbys will be left with around 450 staff 
in Japan, 300 in Barclays Capital and 150 in 
Barclays Global Investors, ils asset manage- 
ment arm. 

Another 18 staff in other offices, includ- 
ing London, have also lost their jobs. A Bar- 
clays' spokesperson would not discuss details 
ofredundancypackages,butsakithataIIan- 
ptoyeeshadbeeno£fered“tennsaamDensu- 
rate with their contracts”. 

The former Barclays’ employees will be 
battling in an increasingly competitive labour 
market for new jobs. Yesterday, Peregrine 
Investment Holdings, the Hoag Kong-based 

bank, announced it was cutting 275 jobs 
world-wide. 

Barclays said yesterday 'that the disposal 
of its remaining Asian eqtritiesbusiBesses as 
well as die wholesale disposal of its Aus- 
tralasian activities were unaffected by yes- 
terday’s news. Analysts have expressed 
doubts that Barclays will be able to sell its 
Asian equities businesses as a package, 
pointing to concerns about the profitability 
of some of the operations. The Gty is more 
upbeat, however, about prospects for the 
bank’s Australasian businesses. 

- Lea Paterson 


We. w asw 


Cafeteria imrea 690.00 34.00 

BG PIC 284.00 12.50 

LonrtioPLC 91.00 3.50 

WbofwlchPLC 30Z50 11.50 


saw Falls www o«M 

5.18 SmflriMne Beech 550.00 -50.00 jjjg 

4.60 ScfrodersPlC 1706.00-1 54 J3Q -828 

4.00 Gfaxo Wafcome 1300 -78 -5.66 

335 Guadan Royal 285 -16.75 -5.55 


CURRENCIES 





Building societies yesterday 
called for stronger defences 
against carpetbaggers as 
they faced further attempts 
to force them convert to 
banks and distribute billions 
of pounds of reserves to 
members. As Andrew Verity 
reports, the societies fear 
continual carpetbagging will 
damage their business unless 
the rules are toughened. 


tionwide, needs only 50 members 
to sign his nomination in order to 
run for a boardroom post. 

Building societies believe there 
is little likelihood of Mr Hardern 
and his pressure group, Members 
for Conversion, getting elected. 
But they fear that the tiny number 
of signatures required makes it too 
easy for carpetbaggers to disrupt 
their business. 

Adrian Coles, director general 
of the BSA, yesterday said: “There 
is no way of stopping Mr Hardern. 


economic secretaty to the Treasury ‘ 

to help defend their mutual status 
by toughening rales on elections t Q 
the board. 


Mis Liddell was asked to raise 
the required number of signatures 
on an election nomination from 50 
to 350. She demurred, saying a 
change would make building soci- 


merabershqj. 

Kevin McGuinoess, company 
secretary at the Bradford & Bine- 
ley, said accountability had hr.it. 
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The Building Societies Associa- 
tion (BSA) said renewed attempts 
by Michael Hardern, seif-styled 
carpetbagger-in-chief, to be nom- 
inated to run in boardroom elec- 
tions at three mutual building 
societies, posed the threat of con- 


~ f , , sa* accountability had bc* n 


ting publicity and trying to get 50 

signatures. It seems » __ 7 TO * 10 . a mor e re- 
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tions at three mutual building to be difficult to run a mutual so- 
soaeties, posed the threat of con- ciety if every year you have funda- 
tinual disruption to their business mental problems like this 
for years to come. Elections could happen in 1998 

The former royal butler this 1999 and 2000. You couldn’t run the 
week announced be is seeking to Scottish Parliament and the Welsh 
run for election at Bradford & Bin- Assembly on the basis of a refer- 
gley, Britannia and Chelsea build- endnm every year.” 
ing societies. Mr Hardern, who in In the run-up to the Nationwide 


signatures. It s-ems a ludicrously alistic number of member.n £ 
small number for a buOdinc soci- • “ rs lo be 

S"S someonffar 

.. .“S . 1 18 actu2U y 80“g Mr Handera is imderntnod .... 


Mr Handera is understood in be 
turning as a sole candidate and « 
ssking for members to back hfe ^ 

deciaons in nominating further 
candidates for election Without a 
majority, it is unlikely that Member 
for Conversion could force Brad- 
ford & Bingley’fc board to prop^ 


In lhe run-up to the NaLionwidc 

ird elections in July, building so- wnnh ' s ’iares 


July was overwhelmingly defeated board elections in July, building so- wortTZn ■ Vi ? 1 ^ 
fa elections to the board of Na- defa began mpng Helen SjT y fl ’ 0lXj to 
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Guinness assigns Panel to the dustbin of history 


:k 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY 
THE TAKEOVER 
PANEL MAY 
FIND IT 
DIFFICULT TO 
SURVIVE THE 
GUINNESS 
REPORT 


Everybody else seems to have emerged 
from the wreckage of the Guinness affair 

largely unscathed, so why not. (be poor old 

Takeover Panel too? The Panel doesn't get 
it in the neck quite as badly as Ernest Saun- 
ders in the Government’s long awaited re- 
port on the affair published this week, but : 
the inspectors do reserve some of their 
fiercest strictures for ih«s remaining mon- 
ument to the principles of self regulation 
in the City. 

The Panel is already under attack 
from Brussels, which wants to harmonise • 
takeover regulation throughout Europe on 
a statutory basis. Could it be that the Guin- 
ness report win prove the final naif in the 
Panel's coffin? The riming -mnlrf har dly be 
worse. The Council of Ministers is due to 
review the Commission’s proposed direc- 
tive next Monday. The inspectors* findings 
don't exactly bolster the Panel’s case for 
preserving Britain’s unique system of non 
statutory takeover regulation. 

In some respects the inspectors* con- 
chKionsaboutthePanelareunfrur.Notys- 
lem of regulation, statutory or pot, can ever 
be foolproof against those prepared to take 
the risk of breaking the rules and then lie 
about iL If there were such a system, we 
would live in a perfect world m Much there 
would be no crime or amoral practice. 

Even the Guinness inspectors, armed 
with the most intrusive and daunting 


powers available in the jurisdiction, were 
confronted by non cooperation and lies on 
a massive scale, to the extent that eleven 
yearn after the event, they are forced to 
admit to notbeing unable to get to the bot- 
. tom of some matters. 

All the same, the underlying premise 
behind the inspectors’ criticism is a rea- 
sonable one - h is that all financial scan- 
dals are to a greater or lesser extent about 
a failure in regulation. If the responsible 
regulator is unable to prevent a scandal 
as momentous as the Guinness affair, then 
■ it is plainly culpable to some degree. 

- There were obvious signs in the years 
that preceded the Guinness affair of cav- 
alier and questionable practice on a grow- 
ing scale in the City. Before the fall, Roger 

Seelig, Guinness’s merchant bank advis- 
er, boasted in an interview that he didn’t 
play by the rules, he made them. 

His corporate finance colleague at 
Morgan Grenfell, George Magan, talked 
of using every available inch of the play- 
ing field in serving the perceived interests 
of clients. Even an organisation as ap- 
parently asleep at the wheel as the Panel 
could not have helped but notice the the 
arrogance of these remarks and be warned 
by them that things were seriously out of 
control The Panel should have done 
something, but it didn’t. 

Strangely, however, this is not the 


main thrust of the criticism levelled at the 
Panel Rather the inspectors concentrate 
on some specific failings in the the 
Takeover Code and the manner in which 
the Panel dealt with the Distillers hid and 
its aftermath. 

Far instance, the inspectors observe that 
the absence of a specific ban on the use 
of indemnified purchases of shares made 
it at least possible to claim that thk prac- 
tice was nor disallowed by the Code: The 
inspectors also criticise the way in which 
the Panel ordered Guinness to pay com- 
pensation to Distillers shareholders of 
£85m in the aftermath of the affair as 
“based on an unreal premise". 

Further, the £85m together with the 
£54m Guinness paid to Argyll, the rival bid- 
der, in settlement of litigation, would 
have been regarded by Mr Saunders and 
others as a reasonable additional expense 
to secure the prize of Distillers. In other 
words, the Panel allowed Guinness to get 
away with it Despite having broken virtually 
every rule in the book, the retribution was 
tiny compared with the size of the reward. 

“Once consummated, a takeover can- 
not realistically be reversed and the pre- 
sent case illustrates the difficulty of 
providing ex post facto justice for either 
a losing contestant cm- accepting share- 
holders", ihc inspectors remark in astate- 
ment of the blindingly obvious. 


The report moves closer to the heart 
of the matter when it observes that the Pan- 
el’s powers of investigation depended on 
a shared ethic of truthfulness which the in- 
spectors found daring the coarse of their 
investigation belonged at best to a byegone 
age. “In the free of a party prepared not 
only to break the rules in secret but then 
lie in response to the investigator’s ques- 
tions, the ffenel executive was confronted 
by a task which its founders never con- 
templated." 

Here aga»n, however, the inspectors 
laigefy miss the point. The Takeover Pan- 
el is in fact as diligent and thorough a reg- 
ulator as it is possible to find. Anyone who 
has dug into the archives, as I have, to 
discover how the Panel dealt on an 
hourly basis with the allegation and 
counter allegation that went on during 
the course of the Distillers takeover bat- 
tle, cannot help but be impressed by the 
professionalism and thoroughness of its 
approach. 

Unfortunately, this is not enough. An 
effective regulator also needs to hold a 
presumption of guilt, and its approach to 
the task in hand must be that of the cru- 
sader. Most important of all, it needs to 
be the outsider peering in. The Panel 
makes a valiant attempt at being these 
thfri gs but because it is an organisation 
set up by takeover practitioners essen- 


tially for the benefit of takeover practi- 
tioners. it cannot ever truly provide this 

function. , . * . 

Like all forms of self regulation, tne 
Panel’s main purpose is to adjudicate be- 
tween members of the club, not that of 
providing a wider public interest sanction. 
Its natural inclination is to trust its 
members and it is bound to hold , a 
strong presumption of innocence- This 
is what seems to have happened m the 
Guinness affair. Since then the ftnel has 
considerable tightened up its pro«- 
dures and it may well be that the awful 
nemesis of the Guinness affair is suffi- 
cient deterrent in itself to the CSty’s wilder 
flights of excess. 

Don’t count on it, though. As we ap- 
proach the top of the cycle once more, 
the instances of questionable practice, 
both in takeover activity and elsewhere 
in the City, are again multiplying. When 
there’s a fast buck to be made, there are 
always those prepared to bend the rules 
if they think they can get away with it. 
The uncomfortable truth is that the 
Panel’s old fashioned combination of 
poacher and gamekeeper roles continues 
to make this endeavour that much eas- 
ier. The lessons of the Guinness scandal 
are clear; takeover regulation, like oth- 
er forms of City regulation, should be put 
on a full statutory footing 


Electricians reject 
30% pay increase 
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The call for wage 
restraint by the 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer seems to be 
falling on deaf ears. Barrie 
Cement, Labour Editor, 
discovers that 
electricians have turned 
down a massive pay rise. 


C^aphk evidence erf growing in- 
flationary pressure emerged 
yesterday with news LhaL elec- 
tricians in the construction in- 
dustry have rejected a 30 per- 
cent pay increase over three 
years. Nearly 24,000 electri- 
cians voted by' three to two 
against the package despite ad- 
vice to accept from the Amal- 
gamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union, (AEEU). 

Union officials have been 
sent back to the negotiating 
table in an attempt to secure a 
one-year agreement for a 7.5 
percent rise, more than double 
the inflation rate. 

The vote against what wOl be 
seen by other employees as an 
extremely generous offer comes 
aftei a plea for wage restraint 
from the Chancellor in his 
Green Budge tan Ibesday. Gor- 


Potato disaster 
increases losses 
at Park Foods 


-4-2 


don Brown urged both sides of 
industry to bear in mind that to- 
day's pay rises could mean to- 
morrow’s job losses. 

However, electricians be- 
lieve they did relatively badly 
throughout the recession in the 
construction industry and are 
seeking to take advantage rtf in- 
creasing skill shortages. 

Paul Corby, a national offi- 
cer of the AEEU, said electri- 
cians in tbe constructjon indushy 
were angry over an attempt by 
the Electrical Contractors’ As- 
sociation to create a new grade 
of semi-skflled electrician who 
they believe will 1 
stantiai part of their i 

Mr Corby said jfcjonfcvear 
deal granting electricians in 
the engineering sector a 6 per 
cent rise “without strings" had 
set a precedent. The deal on of- 
fer to bis members would give 
them around 5.4 per cent over 
the first 12 months and include 
unacceptable conditions. 

According to AEEU ac- 
tivists, the offer would have 
given their members 7 per cent 
in the second year and 6 per 
cent in the final part of the 
agreement. It is understood 
that it is highly unusual for elec- 
tricians in the industry to reject 
a deal recommended bv their 


leadership: There is growing ev- 
idence that some union mem- 
bers are dissatisfied with the 
AEEU and that they are seek- 
ing a more militant line on pay. 

Mr Corby said his members 
were seeking a deal which 
would gjve them pay of around 
£10 an hour on prestigioussiles 
such as the Millennium Dome, 
the Jubilee Line and the Royal 
Opera House. . 

A spokesman for the em- 
ployers pointed out that nego- 
tiators on both sides had agreed 
the package before it was put 
out to ballot. The employers, 
howc 
tentk 

group 

Incomes Data-Serricescepcjns 
that some 75 per cent of firms 
are faring difficulties in filling 
vacancies and there is little 
agn that recruitment will be- 
come easier in the new year. 

Skill shortages are having an 
impact on pay, especially in the 
construction and information 
technology sectors. 

"It means that some em- 
ployers are resorting to excep- 
tional measures to recruit staff 
and hold on to them. W; ’re now 
seeing bonuses both to attract 
people and to persuade them to 
stay,” the report said. 
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France the 
only threat 
to timetable 


The financ ial crisis in the Br 
East continues to monopolise 
the attention of the pundits and 
shift the spotlight away from 
Europe and EMU. European 
stock markets have suffered 
heavy falls but the effect on the 
real economies of ’Western Eu- 
ropean countries should not be 
so serious. 

Nikko Europe’s Julian Jes- 
sop notes that the German 
stock market is down 20 per 
cent but it is still 40 per cent 
higher than at the start of the 
year, German banks are con- 
servative and have only a lim- 
ited exposure to the crisis 


When wffl EMU start? Hie City Analysts’ View. 
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Japan, tfaly 8 per cent of 

German exports. 

The risk of a rise in German 
interest rates has receded since 
the Bundesbank dropped hints 
that convergence could be 
achieved by Italy and Spain cut- 
ting interest rates rather than 
Germany raising its rates. 

Meanwhile strong eco- 
nomic growth in Europe has re- 
duced the risks of candidate 
countries failing the public 
sector borrowing test, and the 
only real threat to EMU pro- 
ceeding on tune now looks to 
be a sudden collapse in the 
French economy. 

- CSffbrd Germem 


‘clueless’ about self-assessment tax system 


It has been a bad week for 
Peter Johnson, millionaire 
chairman of Everton Football 
Club. Everton are firmly root- 
ed to the bottom of the Premier 
League. 

Things have got so bad that 
Mr Johnson will need a police 
escort to the home game with 
Tottenham today. 

He is also chairman and the 
major shareholder of Park 
Foods, the Merseyside mar- 
keting group best known for its 
Christmas hampers, which yes- 
terday ann o unce d that its latest 
venture had gone disastrously 
wrong. 

DJ Spuddles, Park Food’s 
flavoured potato snack, 
punched last year, has proved 
to be an embarrassing flop. 
The product was targeted at the 
big food retailers but no con- 
tracts were signed before pro- 
duction began. 

It has also got on the wrong . 
side of the health lobby, which 
cl assifie s it as a chip rather than 
a baked potato. 

Spuddles has cost £ 11 -7m to 
date but total sales were a de- 
risory £87,500 in the six months 
to the end of September. 

Park Foods traditionally 
loses money in the first half of 

the year but this year losses grew 

by 19 per cent to £6.2m. 

A new version of Spuddles 
will be launched shortly which 

can be baked, hot fried, but the 

future of the venture hangs in 
the balance. : 

Mr Johnson owns 67 per 
it of the group. 

- afford German 


More than 300,000 people who 
have returned their self-assess- 
ment tax forms have had them 
sent back because of serious 
mistakes, according to Inland 
Revenue figures released yes- 
terday. 

The report came as accoun- 
tants warned that the public re- 
mained largely clueless on the 
self-assessment system of tax, 
with seven out of 10 people fafl- 
ing to realise they faced a£100 
fine if they missed the 31 Jan- 
uary deadline. 

A survey of self-employed 
taxpayers, conducted by Lon- 
don-based chartered accoun- 


tants Levy Gee, suggested more 
than half of the 3 miHion who 
were still to complete their 
self-assessment had not yet 
bothered to look at their forms. 

Paul Befeman, of Levy Gee’s . 
tax division, Tbxpro, said: 
“Ignorance and confusion on 
such a widespread scale, and so 
close to deadlines, is a clear in- 
dication that the self-assess- 
ment message is failing to get 
through. 

“This is bad news for tax- 
payers. They are more likely to 
be dealing with Hannibal Hec- 
tor than cuddly Hector the Tax 
Inspector, star of the Govern- 


ment’s ad campaign, when the 
Inland Revenue eventually 
catches up with them.” 

The 300,000 forms that have 
been returned by the Inland 
Revenue represent just 6 per 
cent of the estimated 5 million 
forms which were successfully 
completed fin- the initial dead- 
line of 31 September this year. 

The Revenue had expected 
10 per cent to be returned to 
senders. •' 

However a further 3 million 
self-employed taxpayers are 
still to return their forms, with 
no guarantee that the Revenue 
win have their assessment ready 


before 31 January, when the first 
payment falls due for the tax 
year 1996/97. 

A Revenue spokesman said 
one-quarter of forms contained 
cosmetic mistakes but die level 
of serious mistakes, such as not 
signing the form or failing to fiD 
in essential pages, was encour- 
aging. “We are smiling, not 
frowning, at foe numbers so far ," 
the spokesman said “A lot of the 
3 million people will be repre- 
sented by accountants. We al- 
ways knew they would file late.” 

lax advisers are asking for 
the deadline to be extended by 
one month in the first year of 


self-assessment, fearing that 
too many of the self-employed 
are delaying filling in their 
forms until after Christmas. 

Gerry Hart, a former presi- 
dent of toe Chartered Institute 
of Taxation, who now heads up 
Thx Team, the self-assessment 
consultants, said: “This is a 
tremendous shift in responsi- 
bility from the state to the tax- 
payer. The problem is that 
people are already saying, ‘For- 
get it, it can’t be done until af- 
ter Christmas’. By filing late, 
you’ll be paying interest on 
your tax as weH as paying a fine:” 

-Andrew Verity 


Labour looks at coal options 


The Government is considering 

proposals to prevent the closure 
of much of Britain’s coal in- 
dustry in moves which wiD raise 

hopes that some form of state 
support will materialise to keep 
deep mines open. 

The measures under review 
indude some of the recom- 
mendations made by the Com- 
mons Trade and Industry Select 

Committee after the 1992 coal 
crisis, when the Conservative 
government stunned the in- 
dustry with plans to shut 31 pits 
with the loss of 30,000 jobs. 

Richard Caborn, minster for 
the regions, regeneration and. 
pl anning who chaired the DTI 
select committee five years ago, 
is analysing a range of measures 

to help the industry. His role re- 
flects growing concern within 
Gover nme nt at potential dam- 
age to its reputation if RJB Min- 
ing. which owns most deep 


mines, earmarks up to half of the 
rem aining 17 pits for closure. 

Government sources played 

down speculation yesterday that 

Mr Cabom was being brought 
in as a fixer to salvage Labour's 
energy policy after concern at 
the mounting criticism levelled 
at the DTL Mr Caborn is to 
publish proposals to curb open- 
cast mining, fulfilling one of 
Labour’s manifesto commit- 
ments, but is understood to be 
extending his probe into the fu- 
ture of coal after the next wave 
of contracts with power gener- 
ators expire in four years’ time. 

Mr Caborn was said to be 
“dusting ofT the recommen- 
dations in the select committee 

report, which were designed to 
create a long-term market for 
coal. One proposal was to sub- 
sidise the state-owned British 
Coal to help it compete with 
cheaper imports. Another pro- 


posal was to encourage re- 
gional electricity companies to 
buy more coal-fired power and 
to cut their purchases of gas- 
fired energy. • 

The DTI has rejected a re- 
quest for subsidies from RJB, 
insisting that it would not be ap- 
propriate to give direct aid to 
a private quoted company. , 
However Mr Cabom’s involve- 
ment will increase speculation 
that some other form of support 
could be under discussion. 
Sources emphasised that coal 
was no longer a problem con- 
fined to the DTI and was being 
co-ordinated at cabinet level. 

This week the prospects 
for the industry worsened af- 
ter RJB agreed a Supply deal 
with National Power which 
would reduce the amount of 
coal the generator buys tty 
more than half. 

- Chris Godsmork 


Richemont launches £1 bn bid 
to buy. remainder of Vendtime 


Richemont, the Swiss-based 
conglomerate owned by South 
Africa’s wealthy Rupert family, 
has launched a £1 bn cash bid to 
buy out the minority share- 
holding in Venddme, which 
owns some of the world’s most 
glamorous luxury brands, in- 
cluding Dnnhill, Cartier, Mont 
Blanc and Chlo6, Stella Mc- 
Cartney’s Paris fashion house. 

Richemont, which afrearfy 
owns 70 per cent of Venddme, 
is offering 495p a share for the 
remaining 30 per cent, valuing 
Venddme, quoted in London 
and Luxembourg, at £3.45bn. 

The price is a 26 per cent 
premium to the shares’ pre-bid 
value. Vfenddme’s shares dosed 
79p higher yesterday at 4725p. 

Though Johann Rupert,, 
chief executive of Richemont, 
is hoping for a recommendation 


from Vendftme’s board, he said 
that the company may Hre iffe 
not to proceed with the offer if 
the world's financial markets 
collapsed further and threat- 
ened Vend time’s markets. 

However, speaking at the 
group’s interim resulfa, Joseph 
Kanoui, Venddme’s chairman, 
said the financial turmoil hart 
not affected the spending habits 
of its wealthy customers. 

' Mr Rupert expects the deal 
to go ahead smoothly. He said: 
•This is a generous prem ium for 
the minority shareholders, We 
onfy approached the board yes- 
terday. \Ve wanted to give them 
an opportunity to announce 
their batf-yeariyicsuhs without 
being prejudiced by a deal. 
That strategy cost us 60p in one 
day." 

- Sraneena Ahmad 


NatWest Markets sell-off 
announcement ‘on Tuesday 1 

National Westminster Bank will announce early next week 
tha t it is selling off parts of NatWest Markets, its ailing 
investment banting arm, to Bankers Trust, a US investment 
bank, and to Deutsche Morgan Grenfell (DMG), a subsidiary 
of Frankfurt based Deutsche Bank. One source said: “It [the 
anno uncement of the sale] should be early next week, prob- 
ably Tuesday if everything goes swimmingly”. DMG is poised 
to buy Naffifest’s equity derivatives business for around £1 00m. 
The parties are understood to be wrangling over exactly how 
many ofNatWsst’s overseas equity derviatives staff will trans- 
fer to DMG. Bankers Trust is set to purchase most of 
NafWest’s larger global equities business, which has been 
valued at around £3 00m by the City. 

Floor space for Dresdner 

Dresdner KLemwort Benson (DKB), the investment banking 
aim of Frankfurt-based Dresdner Bank, is to build a new trad- 
ing floor and to increase its London office space by more than 
30 per cent Dresdner Bank is spending £40m on refurbish- 
ing Ebbgate House, previously occupied by BZW the in- 
vestment banking arm of Barclays Bank. A new 25,000 sq-ft 
• trading area is just part of the planned refurbishment Around 
800 employees in DKB’s global markets and global financial 
divisions will, move to the new offices in the second half of 
next year. DEB'S existing Fenchurch Street offices will house 
the bank’s global equities and corporate finance divisions. 

Exchange hit by Talisman 

The closure of Thlisman, the London Stock Exchange’s set- 
tlement system, has knocked down the Exchange's income 
by around one-third- The Exchange earned just £70m in the 
six months to September, compared to £l05m during the same 
period last year, following the decision last April to trans- 
fer responsablity for settlements to the independently- 
owned Crest. But a substantial cut in costs, which feD by almost 
£20m to £46m, helped ensure that profits remained healthy. 
After tax and interest, a surplus of £18m was transferred to 
reserves, as compared with £I0m this time last year. The Ex- 
change said: “Our immediate tasks are to consolidate the 
operation of the order book, to continue to develop other 

new products on which we are currently working and to pre- 
pare for EMU and the Year 2000". The order book, which 
cost the Exchange £41 An in development last year, was finally 
launched last month. 

P&O in China joint venture 

P&O is merging its bulk shipping operations in a joint ven- 
ture with the Shougang Group of China. Lord Sterling, P&O 
chairman, announced the 50-50 deal in Beijing yesterday to 
create one of the world’s largest modem dry cargo fleets. The 
agreement k the latest by P&O in a drive to boost shareholder 
returns. It’s cross-Channel ferry business was recently given 
the go-ahead to merger with Stena,whfle P&O's container op- 
erations have been merged with Nedfloyd of the Netherlands. 
P&O Bulk Shipping operates 18 vessels transpor ting iron ore 
and coke. It made a small profit last year on sales off 130m. 

Swedish bourses merge 

The Stockholm Stock Exchange is to merge with OM Group, 
the Swedish derivatives exchange. The parties said the pur- 
pose of the deal was “to strengthen Stockholm - and thus 
the entire Nordic region - as a market place in the fare of 
ever incr easing competition from overseas bourses and 
financial markets”. The OM Group will offer 13 OM shares 
for every three shares in the Swedish Stock Ex chan ge The 
merger, which was widely expected, should result in signif- 
icant cost savings, according to the two exchanges. Per T -ari- 
sen, OM^s managing director, hinted that the new group could 
up its stake in the Helsinki Stock Exchange. 

Shell outlines India plans 

Shefl has outlined plans for a big partnership in the ofl business 
in India duri n g meetings between the Indian Prime Minister, 
Ihder Kumar Gujral and Mark Moody- Stuart, chairman of 
Shell Transport and Trading. The Anglo-Dutch oil giant 
it had teamed up with another oil group, Saudi Aramco, to 
pursue projects in new markets and had identified India as 
their first initiative. 

Sterling at three-month high 

The po und climbed to its highest for three months foDowing 
comments by the Governor of the Bank of England suggest- 
ing that rates might have to rise again. Eddie George said the 
econcmic slowdown was nKWths away, and noted that tiie Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer also expected the cost of borrowing 
to increase again. The Bank put rales up by a quarter point 
to 7,25 per cent this month. They are not expected to move 
again after next week’s Monetary Policy Committee meeting, 
but in the new year. The pound almost touched DM2.97 
yesterday, up from a dose of just over DM2.95 on Thursday. 


-y; 

* 


r~ 







vt 


+ 


A 

Q 





t: 

Sj 

2i 




SIEMENS 


A cardigan, how 
lovely, no really, 
it s just what 


•■-• ' • :4 «*»■ 


To order a print of thKphotagraph. telephone 0171-293 2534 

' ? ir- it^r, ;. ;• .•: • ‘ v .. •• • i, v . 


TOMORROW IN THE SEVEN-SECTION 


INDE 



on mm>AY 




Tpl£fr- - - ;■ 



and paisley 
as well, 
how... unique. 




r ' Better 


Talknology imm , 

Siemens. 


SEX INC. 

Joan Smith investigates the 
erotica business 

plus: 

U2 exclusive - Bono talks to the Sunday Review 

Chritsmas food and drink special - brilliant recipes 
and ideas from ourteam of experts 
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Decriminalise cannabis - the latest news in' the 
campaign that everyone is talking about S 
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Chad valley, a trou au natron (salt hole) in the Sahara's highest range, the Tibestf mountains 


secret heart of the Sahara 


Photograph; Martin Buddey 


Chad is recovering from 30 years 
^t.T -of war. The country now seems 
" stable, and desperately needs to 
develop its economy. It would 
. (owe to see tourists. Martin Buckley 
pioneered a trail. 


■.t 


My driver didn't want to stop. Our guide 
had warned him about coupeurs de route - 
modern-day highwaymen - and he squinted 
Lpuspicion at the old man who ran to- 
« us from a palm-frond but, flapping 
is. Yet he looked harmless enough 
and 1 asked the driver to stop. The 
told us that his baby grandson was . 
and his daughter had setoff with 
camel the previous night But the 
town was 100 miles away. If we met 
route, could we please give her a lift? 
d been driving for a week through 
land of mountains, deserts and vol- 
txaters-with no roads. I kept think- 
in the United States all this would 
ajal park. In America, freeways slice 
the wilderness, carrying you to the 


very edge of every natural wonder. But in 
the Chadian Sahara you're lucky to find a 
row of marker posts leading you through 
the sands, or around a minefield. Aston- 
ishing landscapes and rock painting can be 
reached only by those with time, money, and 
one or preferably two Land Rovers.. 

And nothing puts off tourists like a war. 
Chad was in a state of war for nearly 30 
years. In the Eighties it suffered famine, 
became known as the world's poorest 
country, and received a fleeting audience 
with Bob Geldof.lbday Chad seems to be 
stable, but it urgently needs to develop its 
liny economy. And it would love to see a 
few more tourists. . ' - 

The capital, NTOjamena, has the colon- 
naded, sleepy air of a Mediterranean 
backwater. Its market sprawls around a 
large mosque, and there’s a wealthier, tree- 
lined avenue with banks, a patisserie, and 
' dpjeeries selling wine and tiswed foisgna. 
Ji you want to hire a vehicle,. you can « at 
a price. But I got lucky. I met Father Bes- 
sita, whose parish must be- one of '{he 
world's remotest — the tiny Christian com- 


munities scattered among the Arab tribes 
. of the Chadian desert If I would pay for 
. the diesel, he'd take me with him on one 
of his thrice-yeariy jaunts. 

We drove into the serai-arid Sahel, and 
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then across savannah, where we saw -and, 
rather to ray discomfort hunted - gazefle. 
We crossed great tracts of desert, with dunes 
where the wind covered our traces within 
minutes of passing. We came upon a 
broken-down truck whose inhabitants 
rushed forward with empty water-bottles, 
and leper? took their grateful driver aboard. 
Then we ran out of water ourselves. Wfe were 
crossing a plain where sheets of perilously 
soft sand alternated with tooth- loose ning 
broken gravel The heat was intense. I will 
never forget reaching the top of an es- 
carpment and looking down on the desert 
town ofFhya. Those thousands of tawny dots 
were trees, and trees meant water. 


lounst destination - a striking setting, some 
pleasant, rather Moorish buildings, a halo 
of palm fronds; it is close to desert, moun- 
tains and lakes. But there are artillery holes 
in its water-tower and there is no electricity. 
Chicken daws, goats’ hooves and sardine 
cans litter the sand of the streets. You watch 
out for the scorpions, whose sting can kill 
a mam The only hotel offers, at £18, dirty. 


airless rooms that would be over-priced at 
a fiver. But Faya is remote, so everything 
is overpriced there. Everything except the 
smuggled corn oil, tinned fish and petrol 
on sale at the Libyan Market. 

Bessita is a big man, 6ft-something, 
fleshy and c h ari sma tic. On Sunday morn- 
ing, he celebrated Mass in Faya’s shady, 
shoebox-shaped church, his vast form in 
crisp white linen looming over the leaner 
congregation. Men played dr ums made 

from tinned shell casings, men and women 
swayed, girl-children danced, God be- 
came flesh and wine. 

On Monday he headed out to his 
flocks in the eastern desert And I went 




battered pick-up Jeep and driver in Fhya. 
My driver, Abdul had never been this way 

before, and was nervous. I had good maps 
and a GPS (satellite position-finder), and 
was also nervous. By chance, we met a man 
who wanted to travel to the farside of the 
next stretch of desert and he became our 
guide. We drove past orange dunes, and 
across while sand of utter flatness, driving 


under a full moon late into the night with- 
out any need for headlights. 

It was mid-morning on our second day 
out of Fhya when we met the old man who 
wasn’t a highwayman, and noon when we 
found his daughter, sitting out the midday 
heat in a small grove of thorny desert trees. 
Her mother crouched besade her, and a boy 
tended the cameL The sick baby’s eyes were 
add yellow - presumably hepatitis. I pul 
the women and baby into the cab, and 
climbed on to the bade of the pick-up. Dark, 

sun-baked sandstone rose around us as the 
jeep climbed the barren foothills of the 
Tibesti Massif, the tallest mountains in the 
Sahara. It's a land of stark inhospitably, 
borne to isolated and secretive tribespeople. 
mostly nomadic herders. 

In late afternoon we saw before us a 
magnificent vision: a blood-red track 
through black rock leading down to the 
Zouar \fefley, a broad sand plain locked 
in by rose-coloured sandstone cliffs 200 fl 
high. At the checkpoint outside town, a sol- 
dier stared at me. I was quenching ray thirs 
Continued page 3 
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Peter O’Sullevan bows out/18 


HERO’S RETURN 

Bjorn Borg in London/22 
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toman holiday: South Shields is one of the few places in Britain where you can see almost the whole layout of a Roman fort 


Photograph: Ted Ditchbum 


Back to barracks in Roman Tyne and Wear 


Ime and weather have been cruel to 
Tuch of Britain’s Roman past. But at 
outh Shields, there is a wonderful 
pportunity to look up, not down, at our 
lassical heritage, writes 
uy de la Bedoyere. 

r alike the usual Roman military establishment 
srched on a bleak hillside, Aibeia Roman fort at 
nuth Shields is slap bang in the middle of rows of 
■rraced houses, only yards away from guesthouses 
id fish and chip shops. Fort Street, Trajan Avenue, 
espasian Street and Roman Road rather give the 
une away. 

This gem of Roman Britain has been exposed for 
iariy a century, but it’s only in the last 20 years that 
has really come alive. It’s a perfect visit if you (or 
iur children) are tired of crumbling piles of stones, 
outh Shields’ magnificent reconstructed Roman gate- 
ay impresses everyone who walks through iL 
Hadrian's Will, built in ADI 20 or so, ran from 
’feDsend in the east to Bowness-o n-Solway in the west 
ut the lower Tyne was strategically vital. The Britons 
mid duck round the end of the Wall just as the Ger- 
ians dodged round the Maginot Line, and cross over. 
3 the Romans built South Shields forL Sitting on the 
•uth bank like a spider, it had a perfect view of the 
me valley. Long before the Romans arrived. Iron 
ge fanners lived here. Their roundhouse, which bad 
imed down around about 250BC was found uc- 
mieath the much later Roman parade ground. 

That parade ground probably belonged to a fort 
iflt around the time of Hadrian's %11 - but the 
iriy fort has not been found, because in the 


AD160s a new stone fort was built on top of iL 

The Romans loved standard specifications. And 
South Shields was a standard fort: playing-card out- 
line, four gates, headquarters building, barracks, gran- 
aries and latrines. This is one of the few places in 
Britain where you can see almost the whole layouL 

The fort bad a thriving civilian settlement outside 
its walls. Some of the tombstones on display in the 
museum tell us about the cosmopolitan population. 
Regina, for one. was a member of the Catuvellauni, 
a tribe from the Hertfordshire area. She had been a 
slave, but was freed by her master, Barates- He was 
from Palmyra, in Syria, and commissioned Regina's 
magnificent tombstone when die died at the age of 
30. He added a line in bis own Palmyrene language, 
saying “Regina, freedwoman of Barates, alas!” 

It’s a touching portrayal of a woman who was 
clearly mourned. So, too, was the 20-year-old freed- 
man Victor, from Mauretania in north-west Africa, 
“devotedly conducted” to his grave by his former mas- 
ter Numerianus, a trooper in the First Ala of Asturians 
(a cavalry regiment from north-western Spam); this 
is thought by some to be evidence of a homosexual 
relationship. Both tombstones are in the form of 
architectural frames, resembling buildings in Syria. 
They were probably carved by the same sculptor, who 
may have come from there. 

South Shields was later adapted as a storehouse 
for the Emperor Septimius Severus (AD193-21 1) who 
came here early in the third century to fight a war. 
Severus, so the story goes, was fed up with his sons, 
Caracalla and Geta, spending their time on the razzle 
in Rome. Fighting in northern Britain would soon 
toughen them up. As the Caledonians were causing 
trouble as usual, there was a good excuse for a war. 

At South Shields all the usual buildings were 


cleared away and about 22 new granaries erected. The 
garrison was confined to barracks in a fort extension. 
Severus invaded Caledonia, but his plans fell apart. 
He died in York in AD21 1. Caracalla abandoned the 
campaign, and murdered his brother the next year. 

Caracalla met his own bloody end in AD217, but 
h wasn’t the end of South Shields. It remained a stores 
base, and in AD222 an aqueduct was built to bring 
water. The inscription recording the event is on dis- 
play in the museum. 

Despite a fire in about AD300, the fort was re- 
built South Shields became one of the most exotic 
locations in Britain; the new garrison was a unit of 
Tigris boatmen. The Roman army had always used 
provincials with special skills. Navigating the Tyne 
and bringing up supplies from down south called for 
experts in moving goods around in small coastal 
lighters. The boatmen came from the province of Ara- 
bia, perhaps the origin of the fort's Roman name, 
Arbeia “Place of the Arabs", but no one really knows. 

The Tigris boatmen's commanding officer had 
Mediterranean tastes. He built himself a courtyard 
house with summer and winter dining-rooms, and 
a bath suite, using a plan similar to that of the bouses 
of Pompeii, which had been destroyed by Vesuvius 
about 300 years earlier. 

This part of the fort is being excavated at the mom- 
ent, and earlier this year a Roman suit of armour 
was unearthed in the area, an extraordinarily rare 
find. The many other finds on display in the excel- 
lent museum include cameos and other jewellery, 
some made of jeL The jet came from near Whitby, 
and waste found there makes it likely that this was 
a centre of the jet industry. 

Walking round South Shields today, you can’t fail 
to be struck by the imposing west gate. It's a replica. 


built in 1986, and is best seen from outside the site, 
but you can go inside and climb up into the towers. 
It gives a superb idea of the original appearance of 
a massive, twin-portalled Roman military gateway. 

Once Britain stopped being a Roman province af- 
ter AD410, the history of South Shields becomes a 
mystery, but the fort must have had a use. The area 
became the Saxon kingdom of Deira. One legend is 
that King Oswm, who died in AD651, was bom at 
Caer Urfa. Urfa just may be a corruption of Arbeia. 

South Shields is a marvellous-place to take child- 
ren, especially those studying the Romans at school. 
The local authority could make a better job of sign- 
posting iL because all too many people miss out on 
South Shields when they visit Hadrian’s Wall. And 
if it's a bit on the nippy side, where else can you walk 
out of a Roman fort and buy fish and chips, guar- 
anteed to warm the cockles of the heart of the cold- 
est Tigris boatman? 

'Arbeia Roman Fort (019] 454 4093) is open Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm, entrance to museum and grounds free, ex- 
cept for the Tone Quest gallery: adults £1, children 50p. 
Access by road is via the AJ851A194 from Gateshead. 
Approaching South Shields up the A 194, watch for a 
roundabout exit to the BI303 (Station Road, becom- 
ing River Drive) that skirts round the north of South 
Shields by the Tyne and turn right down Baring Street. 
The fort is on your left Access by Metro (South Shields 
Station) invokes a 15-20-minule walk: head cast dawn 
King Street and carry on into Ocean Road, take the 
first left turn after the roundabout (Baring Street) and 
walk north for half a mile to the museum. 

Guy de la Bedoyere is the presenter of Radio 4 ’s series 
'The Romans in Britain’, on Saturdays at 4pm. 
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“Can you or your readers please help 
me toVirvive a four-hour scorer at 
Los Angeles airport? asks hJt Nor- ; 
man of Lincolnshire- “TVe suffered 
the bleak conditions in LAs transit 
lounge before: bad coffee in plastic 
cups, a ‘duty-free' kiosk that seems to 
sell only crisps and chocolate, and a . . 
toilet block that makes yon wish you d 
gone before you left the plane. 

“I have time to go through pass- 
port control and into the terminals, .. 
but where do I go from there? Does 
any of the many terminals have a 
shower, a decent restaurant or even a ■: 
multi-gym with Turkish bath and mas- ., 
sage? 

“Things are slightly complicated by 
the fact that I’ll be there on Christmas 
Day, but any tips to make transfers m 
LA bearable would be appreciated” 

Mr Norman appears to be an 

Xmas-phile, since he will be stretch- 
ing 25 December by at least eight 
hours by flying wesL 1 fear, though, - 
that he will find that corner of Cali- 
fornia cheerless. Civilisation (if down- * 
town Los Angeles can be so 
described) is at least 45 minutes 
away , and the only airport massage I - 
have experienced was 2,000 miles 
away at Chicago O’Hare where I was 
researching last week's “48 Hours” 
story. It lasted 10 minutes, cost the 
same in pounds and hugely improved 
the flight home. 

Solutions to Mr Norman's conun- 
drum will be published here before 
Christmas, providing that they do not 
include smu gglin g quantities of in- 
flight min iatures off the plane for an 
impromptu transit lounge party. 

In the film My Best Friend’s wedding, 
the hotel featured is Chicago's finest - 
the Drake. I did not include it among 
the accommodation options because 
of a nightly rate of around £200. But 
Mike MacFarlane of London says that 
I should have persevered. 

The ’rack rate' quoted by American 
hotels is almost always negotiable. 1 
turned up at the reception of the 
Drake and asked for the price of a 
room. 1 was told $330. 1 said 1 couldn't 
afford that much, and offered $100. 
Eventually we settled on $135 (about 
£80)". 

Even though he had secured a 60 per 
cent discounL the story didn't quite 
end there. "While 1 was waiting for my 
credit card to be processed, I noticed 
a door to the back office ajar. Inside, 
a handwritten sign proclaimed "Ab- 
solutely the lowest rate tonight: $125". 

Wherever you wander in the US, 
don’t forget your passport; even if 
your visage is as old and raddled as 
the one above, you may be asked for 
photo ID to prove your age when you 
buy alcohol or cigarettes. And, in- 
creasingly, identification is demanded 
for any transaction involving a credit 
card or travellers* cheques. In the 
Burbank branch of Vons supermarket, 
though, the check-out clerk was pre- 
pared to let me pay with a travellers’ 
cheque but without ID, providing I 
answered this question correctly: “Is it 
yours?" 


WEATHER 


lie British Isles, noon today 



General summary and outlook: 

Scotland will have a mostly overcast and damp day 
with spells of rain and a chilly wind, although 
sheltered western areas will be drier with a few 
brighter spells. Northern Ireland will see a few bright 
or sunny spells, but showers are also likely, perhaps 
merging to give some longer spells of rain at times. 
Northern England, east Wales and the Midlands will 
be cloudy with outbreaks oi ram. Southern England 
and west Wales will have showers and a little 
sunshine. 

Tomorrow will be a brighter day in most places with 
some sunshine, but a few showers are still likely - 
the showers turning to snow over the Scottish 
mountains. During the first half of next week a cold 
north-easterly afrfiow-fs expected to become estab- 
lished across the UK. Initially any wintry weather 
should be confined to high ground, but there will be 
widespread night frosts, and there is a possibility of 
snow flurries on low ground by mid-week. 
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to 
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to 
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to 
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to 
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to 

8.00 

WGJStte — 15.45 

to 
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Nottingham 1533 

to 
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Blmitnghaw— 1538 

to 
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fWrtiS lfi.Ofi 

to 
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to 

a v* 

London — — .1536 

to 

7M 
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» 

to 
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8.07 


Air quality 

festenlay’s readhgs 
■fa 

London Good 

S England Good 

Wales Good 

C England Good 

N England Good 

Scotland Good 

N Ireland Good 



Wtorid weather met recent available fipie 4 noon local fine 


Atoms 

c 18 61 

Ftereece 

c 

12 54 

RevTwt 

s 

8 46 : 

Auckland 

< 28 68 

Freaktort 

c 

3 37 

Wee 

r 

13 55 [ 

B. Aires 

S 23 73 

Geneva 

e 

6 43 

Beotia 

s 

22 72 s 

Baegtoric 

f 35 95 
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AA Road watch 

London. A1 between Walton} Way. Mill } 
Hill Cma and Rvwrays Comer. Car- ■ 
riageway reduced to (wo laws lor long ! 
term raarftrwta until 3fsl May 1998. \ 

GiKterbwton, Ml. between J6-J5.WS- : 
font area Roadworks and a contraflow, ■: 
iwtfi oft peak and owrmgtotsie and or- j 
nagway closures A 5Qmpb speed limit : : 
Is also m place Urrfr! 22nd December 
West Midlands. M6 J8 Three lanes i 
North and two lanes South. %)mph ■ 
speed Nmit m force wttti addition^ lane I 
closures Urtfl 19th December 
West Ybrkstwe, MI J43-J42 Stourtori to ] 
Idthouse (M62J. A contraflow aid a ) 
fftrqihqrced limtt aein place unU 13th : 
July 1996. • 

A803 East DunbarionsWre, Glasgow j 
Hoad. Kilsyth Roadworks ^ BatlmaUoch 1 
Road inal 9th December 
Somerset M5 J22-J23 Highbridge to \ 
Bndgewder. Major roadworks due to ■ 
bridge reptirs. A three mite cortraflow is j 
in place. UrttlStst March 1998. 

Cheslwe. M53 between J9 and J11. [ 

Ellesmere Port and Chester. Contraflow [ 
with two lanes each way and the hard j 
shoulder In use lor roadwrts Until ■ 
14th December. 

West Yorkshire, M62 JZ6-J29. Dewsbury ! 
toL£Hb{M1).ArorWkwanda50mpfi : : 
speed limtt am In place. Until 30th June 5 
1999 f 

flirt and about with AA Road- } 
watch cat 0335 401 Is Ihe btefoce | 

ard rolMral bafic news Sore He ktefK- j 
tile teodatkji daruofl aJ 39 b pa min : 
Itftaap rae) 4 Bp per mn (41 other wiej ne j 
VAI 


High tides 


! Sun and moon 


Outlook far today 


Sth 


Htta 

Slfa 

Good 

London 

Good 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good . 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Goad 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


AM HT PM Ht| 

Indoa 01:00 5 s 13:10 6*1 

Impact Ws32 9.1 22^49 9.1 j 

Arcnmoufli 0&27 12£ I&43 12.7 i 

HuttCAtat DadO 05:33 S3 17:53 8.4 1 

Gmnadi 12.-15 3^4 : 

Dun Lacghare 1051 3.9 23:09 3JJ; 



Smites 7.41 j 

Sunwts 15J57 : 

Mow rises 632 : 

Moon sets 16.07 

New moat No* 30 



The sky at night 



The cwstellatioriParsBus, containing ihe celebrated variable star Algol 

* d ,S WirlUaBy wert,ead * 11*1 to midright 
Mfmrna of Algol occur around 11.30pm on Tuesday and 850pm on ftttay 


arebng around each other in gravity's unbreakable em 
ihe duller partner in an unequal match eclipses its mon 

Sr^ n, AIe0 ^ In four h0UTS il lows well ov 
mlude. Maximum eclipse lasts just 20 minutes before tl 

wc^commenc^ The whole performance repeats 
M hours and 53 minutes. More than 100 minima 

occur in a year, but only a quarter of them are observs 
week nrnwIHcc t™-, . , .. iv ‘ 



— — me ^na ana at o lu-j 

Friday the 5th. Two stars in nearby Cassiopeiae are m 
paralors forjudging Algol s progress. Alpha Cassiope 
hkc Algol at ns brightest (magnitude 2.2L while EpS 
bles Algol s darkest moments (magnitude 3-5) 
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Liquid culture: G „i„„ess end the River Liffey, ebove, course through the heart of DuNin; beiow.edoor on WbHd Street 

48 hours in the life of Dublin 


Photographs: P Thurston/Telegraph Colour Library 



Each week. The Independent* 
provides a prescription for a perfect 
weekend break. This week, 

Danid Ford offers a short cut to 
the soul of Dublin. 


Why go now? 

Christmas shopping turns Dublin's streets 
into a festival - with musicians on nearly 
every corner to entertain you through the 
day and into the night Dublin is always a 
treat, but the shorter days and longer nights 
make the numerous pubs cosy with real 
fires. There is a buzz all over the city- both 
inside and out. 


many of which have live music - and 
restaurants. 

Roads south of Temple Bar, Grafton 
Street and Nassau, offer more eateries and 
drinking-boles, alongwith the better shops. 
Dublin Castle and the magnificent Trini- 
ty College are also in this area. North of 
the river, most points of interest are situ- 
ated around O’Connell Street 
The main Dublin Tburism Centre (00 
353 1 605 7700) is in a converted church 
on Suffolk Street near Trinity College. 


Beam down 

Air fares between the UK and Dublin are 
low. even with £10 UK lax (included in all 
[he lares below). The lowest fare on Ryanair 
(0541 569569) from Birm ingham, Bristol, 
Luton, Manchester, Prestwick or Stansted 
is £48 return (book by 8 December); from 
Liverpool and Teesside, £59; from Cardiff 
£69; from Gatwick £79. Lowest of aD is from 
Bournemouth (£39 before 19 December, 
and 7-29 January). Other airlines with 
scheduled services include Aer Lingus 
(0181-899 4747) from numerous UK air- 
ports, British Airways from Gatwick (0345 
2221 1 1 ) and British Midland (0345 554554) 
from East Midlands and Heathrow. 

By sea, the fastest route is on Siena Line 
(0990 707070). A weekend return for a car- 
plus five people is £179 for the 100- 
minute crossing from Holyhead to Dun 
Laoghaire. six miles south-east of Dublin. 

Get your bearings 

The best way to cover the six miles south 
from the airport to the city centre is by Air 
Link bus. The half-hour trip to the Cen- 
tral Bus Station, or Busaras, costs £150. 

The Liffey divides Dublin into two dis- 
tinct areas. The north is where many of 
the galleries and theatres can be found, 
while the south is the more social centre, 
with hotels, pubs, restaurants and shops. 
Temple Bar is the main area for pubs - 



Check in 

Probably the most charming (and famous) 
of Dublin’s hotels is the Shelbourne Hotel 
(00 353 1 676 6471). at 27 St Stephen’s 
Green. It is also one of the most expens- 
ive, with a weekend rate of £ 1 70 per room 
per night for a standard double including 
breakfast; the weekday rate is £152. The 
band U2 has an interest in the top-range 
Clarence (bookings 
through 0800 181535). 

At the other end of the 
scale, the city centre has 
plenty of hostels. One of 
the best is Avalon House 
(00 353 1 475 0001) in 
Aungjer Street Prices 
start at £7.50 in a 12-bed 
dorm; twin rooms cost 
£12 per person. 

Much of the mid- 
range accommodation is 
around the Victorian 
suburb of Ballsbridge, a 
lively area to the south 
east of the city. Prices per 
person are in the £25-£30 
range. Northumberland 
Lodge (00 353 1 660 
5270), in Northumber- 
land Road, is very wel- 
coming, aqd charges £65 
for a.. double room in- 
cluding breakfast 

Take a ride 
From Pearse Station, 
near Trinity College, 


whisk yourself away on the excellent local 
train service - Dart, short for Dublin Area 
Rapid Transit - to Killiney. This magnifi- 
cent and beautiful beach suburb is half-an- 
hour from the city centre and is home to 
Dublin's rich and famous — particularly 
those who have made their cash in music. 
The station is practically on the beach, so 
take a short walk along the sand looking 
over Dublin Bay. If the tide is out you can 
stroll all the way along the beach to 
Dalfcey; alternatively, come off the beach 
and walk along the Vico Road until you 
get to the sign for Killiney Hill Park. The 
walk up and over the hill is well worth it, 
offering fantastic views across the ocean 
and south to Wicklow. 

You come down into Dalkey, where you 
can pick up the Dart back into the city. 
However, you would be doing yourself a 
great injustice if you did not stop at 
Finnegans on the Sorrento Road, next to 



the Dart station, for a pint of Guinness and 
the freshest scampi imaginable. 

Take a hike 

Stroll through the old cobbled streets of 
Temple Bar, the beating heart of Dublin’s 
social life; the place is alive with street per- 
formers and musicians. A three-minute 
walk south of Temple Bar down West- 
moreland street will bring yon to the maj- 
estic Trinity Cbllege. Entry is free, which 
is just as well, since a visit here is a must 
if you want lo understand something of 
Dublin’s literary and political history. You 
will, however, need to pay £3 JO to see the 
ancient Book of Kells in the spectacular 
Old Library, open 930am to 530pm. Var- 
ious walking toure start at Trinity College; 
the guides are usually highly visible. 

Lunch on the run 

The unequivocal front-runner for a mid- 
day meal is Beshoff 
Fish and Chips, 14 
- Westmoreland Street 
(and also at 7 Upper 
O’Connell Street). For 
£2.99 you get a fabulous 
piece of morning-fresh 
cod in a superb, deli- 
cate batter, and excel- 
lent, crispy chips from 
potatoes grown on 
Be&hofFs own farm in 
Tipperary. This is a 
Dublin institution, and 
an absolute treat. 

Cultural afternoon 
In a city that has nur- 
tured such literary 
heavyweights as Wilde, 
Shaw, Yeats, Joyce, 
Beckett and Swift, 
you’ll want to make a 
bit of a pilgrimage. 
Heading north over the 
Liffey, a walk up tbe re- 
markably wide O’Con- 
nell Street brings yon to 
Parnell Square. The 


Dublin Writers Museum (00 353 1 872 
2077) is at No 18 (next door to the Living 
liters Museum). Here you get a taste of 
Irish literary history, from early Christian 
writings to the works of Brendan Behan 
(adults £2.90, children £130, Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sunday 11 30am-6pm). 

From here, cross Parnell Square East 
Road and head into Gardiner Row, where 
Belvedere College is situated - Joyce was 
a student here- then turn down into North 
Great George’s Street, where you’ll find 
the James Joyce Centre at No 35 (00 353 
1 87$ 8547) - open Mon-Sat 930am-5pm, 
Sun 1230-5pm. The £2.75 entrance fee is 
worth it just to see inside this magnificent 
Georgian building, with its detailed stucco 
work on the walls and ceiling. The centre 
is full of all manner of Joyce-related 
information, including the original door of 
7 Eccles Road (Leopold Bloom's address 
in Ulysses). 

For a less sober slant on the city's his- 
tory, take the Literary Pub Crawl - this is 
£6 well spent. Starting at the Duke, on 
Duke Street, at 730pm Thur/Fri/Sat, ac- 
tors take you around a number of pubs en- 
acting scenes from Irish plays and giving 
anecdotes regarding the d rinking habits of 
Dublin s writers: “I am a drinker with a 
writing problem,” quipped Brendan 
Behan. 

An aperitif 

If you can ger in, the Horseshoe Bar at the 
Shelbourne Hotel is the place for a pre- 
dinner tipple. Alternatively, the locals 
will make you feel very much at home at 
Nealy’s, on Chatham Street. Enter beneath 
outstretched Art Deco arms holding flam- 
ing candles, and sneak inside the impres- 
sive gas-lit interior for a pint of Guinns 


roundings of Milano (00 353 1 6703384) 
on Essex Street, Tbniple Bar, where you can 
enjoy a fantastic pizza or pasta dish for 
about £6. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
There is certainly no shortage of options 
in Dublin. For real tradition, try St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral on Mary Street. You cer- 
tainly won’t be on your own; this huge 
cathedral is full of worshippers at llam- 
Delivered entirely in Latin, this 90-minute 
service is wonderful, with the famous 
Palestrina Choir lifting the experience lo 
the sublime. 

Bracing brunch 

A five-minute walk down O’Cbimell Street, 
over the bridge and back into Temple Bar 
offere a couple of great brunch opport- 
unities. The foremost of these is the He- 
pham and Castle (00353 1 6793121) where 
you can while away a couple of hours with 
a Bloody Mary and a choice from the im- 
pressive brunch menu in busy but com- 
fortable surroundings. Book ahead. 

Just across the road from here is Fitzers 
Cate (00 353 1 679 0440), which has stark, 
modern decor with particularly disorient- 
ing unisex toilets. The starter menu here 
offers good, brunch-style fere. 

A walk in the park 

Pboemx Park, home of Dublin Zoo, may 
seem the obvious choice for a Sunday per- 
ambulation, but a better option is St 
Stephen s Green, a short walk down 
Grafton Street. This is an attractive area 
with a large pond, rambling hedges and 
sculptured lawns, and a large number of 

Victorian bandstands and gazebos dotted 
abouL 


Demure dinner 

The Coppers Caf6 (00 353 1 660 1525) at 
the Sweepstakes Centre, Ballsbridge, is a 
treat. It’ll set you back about £30 per per- 
son, but it is a fabulous modern restaurant, 
and suggests a taste of more good things 
to come to Dublin. Those on a tighter 
budget should head for the clean sur- 


The icing on the cake 

Lots of cakes, in fact. No trip to the city 
e complete without a visit to Bewley’s Ori- 
entaJ Cafe on Grafton Street. This elegant 
coffee shop is a Dublin institution, serv- 
ing cakes, buns, coffee and full meals to 
hungiy shoppers. On Sundays, it opens 
cam- 11 pm. 


Continued from page I 
with a mango brought from 
Faya, and the soldier looked 
as though he wanted to hit 
ine. “Don't eat that thing in 
front of me,” he spat, in 
French. “I haven’t seen a 
mango for four years. I 
haven't been south or seen my 
family for four years.” 

The fete of black African 
soldiers from tbe south posted 
- to tbe north is unenviable. 
Much of Chad’s civil strife has 
been along the ethnic- ■ 
linguistic fault line between 
the black, usually Christian, 
south, and the Arab-Moslem 
north, a legacy of the Flrench 
colonial carve-up. The genial 
and loose-limbed southerners 
are at a loss among the dour, 
self-sufficient Arabs. Mostly 
soldiers, they can spend many 
years postedin TEbesti, often 
unpaid for months on end. 
“What are we doing here?” I 
was asked l jy one desperate 
man who hadn't been relieved 


for 10 years. “Are we 
prisoners of war, or wbai?” 

. Desertion is impossible; 
they’d soon die in the desert, 

and if they were caught they’d 
be shot. So they wait, smoking 
Libyan cigarettes and 
listening on short-wave radios 
to football results and reports 
of African wars. 

I reached into the box and 
handed the soldier a mango. 

In delight, he almost danced 
back to his shack to eat it. 

-Zouar is a duster of mud- 
block houses and palm-frond 
huts on a sand plain. Being 
responsible for a sick child 
brought home to me tbe stat- 
istics - that Chad has a severe 
shortage of doctors, and one 
of the worid's highest infant 
mortality rates - 20 times 
Britain’s. We found tbe doctor 
at his home in the military 
quarter. He examined the baby 
and diagnosed hepatitis and a 
severe hmg infection. Would 
he live? I asked. “Oh yes,” he 


■;* 


said, “if we treat him. There’s 
Just one problem: medicines. 1 
never have enough drugs. At 
the moment I haven’t even a 
handful of paracetamoL" 

And so we spent hours 
visiting Zouar’s unofficial 
pharmacies. People travel 
huge distances for medicines, 
dinging to the tops of trucks 
that snuggle goods down 
from the Libyan border. They 
face dehydration and attacks 
by bandits, and, 
understandably, they sell the 
■drugs at exorbitant prices. We 
found most of what we 
needed, but one important 
drug was musing. 

Tbe next morning a guide 
took me through an uncleared 
Libyan minefield north, 
towards Bardai, deep .in the 
Tibesti Massif. The roughly- 
hewn mountain pass scrapes 
the edge of a gigantic pink 
volcanic crater whose floor, 
far below, glistens white with 
salt. In this mountain desert 

# i 


there’s a little moisture, and 
you see some wild flowers, 
and soaring black eagles. I 
explored for hours, amaawf to 
be alone in a place of such 
extraordinary beauty. 

That night we readied the 
palmy oasis of Bardai. I spent 
the night at the small French 
garrison, guest of six 
hospitable soldiers unused to 
welcoming European visitors. 
The captain was well versed 
in international politics, and 
it seemed reasonable to 
wonder what he and his men 
were doing in this remote 
spoL Was it their job, I asked, 
to monitor the Libyans, who 
are just a few miles north? In 
the late Eighties much of 
northern Chad was occupied 
by Libya, and General 
Gadafy’s forces were thrown 
out only with French help. 
“No,” he said stiffly, “Our 
sole task is to provide military 
assistance to the Chadian 
army.” Tell it to the marines. 


When I left Bardai the 
French adjutant, a Schwarz- 
enegger-muscled Polynesian, 
presented me with a large box 
of drugs for the doctor at 
Zouar, including the very one 
needed by the baby boy. It 
was extraordinarily generous, 
and brought a lump to my 
throat. And so it was that my 
return journey to Zouar was a 
triumphant one. On the way I 
stopped to look at prehistoric 
cave paintings like those in 
The English Patient - cattle, 
elephants and giraffe daubed 
on the rock, recalling that 
5,000 years ago these barren 
mountains were covered with 

lakes and trees. There are still 
subterranean aquifers, and 
one day the hills may be green 
again. One day, too, if Chad 
stays free of war, tourists will 
begin to discover this 
astonishing landscape. Until 
then, Tibesti will remain the 
barren and secret heart of the 
Sahara. 


THE CHALLENGE OF 

The Africa Travel Group 
(0171-387 1211) offers flights 
on Air Ranee from various 
UK airports via Paris to the 
capital of Chad for £910 
including tm 

In N’Djamena you can hire 
reliable four-wheel drive 
vehicles, only with driver - 
check his mechanical 
espertise, and that enough 
spares are carried. Ttoo- 
vehide expeditions are safest 


There is no public 
transport, but you can rent a 
seat inside (or, for the 
suiridaUy hardy) on top ot a 
lony or Toyota pick-up. Allow 
at least two months for the 
round trip. Trades take up to 
10 days to reach Eaya, where 
you change vehides for the 
journey to Zouar, and change 
again for Bardai. Thke your 
own water and food; break- 
downs are frequent, and there 
is a recognised risk of armed 
hold-ups (much less if you 
travel in your own vehicle). 
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UK, OVERSEAS, SKIING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Skiing Holidays 
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‘PREMIER PLUS- HOLIDAY 
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USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


COUNTBY HOMES 


Coastal. 

mf ' ^are lakeside and 
inland homes 
1 -If ■ 2 ihnn|;hout 
— New England. 
FREE 116 fbOE BROCHURE 
(0990) 143686 (24 Hn) 
Quote H«£ A140. 


NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS ■ Dto- 
tinctiro Inns & family homes, non- 
stop fUghta to Boston, brochure 
Low: 01727 882211. Fidv 
bonded. abTA vstfld AJTO atol 
2978. 
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SKI TROIS 
VALLfiES 

Traditional Chalets 
Right on the pines. 
Superb views, log Ores. 
Excellent wise and food. 
Merit* I and Courchevel 

ChUdren fret hi J anu ary 

01993 832050 
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Weekends ft Longer 
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noffuflys nMoriiHn 
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BKI SKIING, SMALL VILLAGES. 
Las Arcs. 3 Valleys/ Yrtmorrt. 
ExcaBont Chatots/Hotds. From 
£109! SERIOUS FUN 0171 40S 
1D1B. 


AV AMT SKI Wend akDng, TWtor- 
made Hote 8 Late Avefl, Ranee & 
W/Wkto.0191 460 1440 


SKI AMIS - FRENCH ALPS. 
Catered chalets hi La Ptajjne. 
Hotels £ apartments in other 
resorts. Tat 01233 732187 


DISCOVER THE UMOtSCOVERBD 
Nor* sung, pretty unspoft vil- 
lages. friendly hotels & greet 
rogtonrt tood. 01608 48699 torts 
brochure. Headwater 01808 
813338 ATTO 2412 ATOL 


>n't forgpjL 
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Balearics 


L'ftSaUaBE.N **m 

A mrtwted ptotea 
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| VINTAGE SPAIN: MallOKtei £ 
Menorcai lennhoueei wdh pools 
m mpoR areas, near Meet 
01954281 481. AITO ATOL 2787 
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IffiSBIVAnONSt 0171 


MERIBEL 

NraannuRt 
Teh 01246 
248171/404487 
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NORTH AMERICA;: 

SPECIALISTS 



1 SttSPUf CORSICA. 1008 Brechin 
o» now. Discover the modtiar- 
raman's best- kept secret, « 
Wand 01 glorious beeches & 
spectacular mountains, untw- 
ntehod by man Tourism. VWas 
"hh ports, booms cottages, 
mountain subergsa and stySsh 
hotels. CaB 0181 999 9323. ASIA 
¥1337 ATOL 1922 AJTO 




F I N L A VS 


800 traditional French 
homes From £500 
(per property) for two 

weeks self-catering. 
Including sea crossing. 
FHEECOLOOR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: FBOQ 


Eastern Europe 


TSAI GAZING. 


V COURC?pV^L 


1738 8-10 332 


01835 830562 


MERIIH 

M 


SUPKfiCRAliTS 
HUMLOUSHWD 
HwwrsemcE 

<cc. SHGU1DWG 

fRt (V-d 


Tel: 01702 589543 





, lo G 11 ' 1 " ' 


• Cum i tarty 
• FREE *a rate Mtf 


FKE cau3w hhochure 
01903 748127 

Qnm8R984 

AfTO«AHTAWATlXe4 




794941 


THC FRIwVDLY’ 
CHALXT 
Sf^CIA£-ISTS 
If/ C.OU«C+lEVEL 
Mto VA L VISbRE. 


014^4 54S^T<?fc 

fWly beaded. AITO. Aim 2307. 



rR M™ 


Hamhm wMi nriaaelng nart! 
end lent couita. cosy msoa 
vNsge houef, Hstoric dilteaux 
end s cUfflde pAgeormler. 
DORDOasK LOT 

movBKa laimudoc 

Sff Hoaboft tod, London K SOIL 
•was enmei, imiiiwi MrnrTW 


0171-381 8519 



A village ski resort In. 
the Monl Blanc region. I 
with 150 kms of pistes, i 
Only 4 kms from | 
Megeve. Holidays from 
£80 for accommodation | 
and six day ski pass. 
Chalets. apartments j 
and hotels. 

For information and 
bookings call 
00 33 4 SO 21 90 57 


TRAVEL LTD 


JANUARY IN CHAMONIX 


s’Hs-nDdehaUqrnnsFmdiiAtM 

* tatta dKM. mksnilMda. h 
Mradetetak. teMsotmerkwte 

*■ EnsBM kHosM saifcas 

*SdwfeMtSgNt 

* Ctipoaei scsuMn M UdMfcrt 
MSdRS 


Tel; 01491 579601 

orseeourwabsfie 

M^EAnni.blrtoal-SaiieLcaijk 

ATOLZ78I 


A superior choice 
oTbadmoniil French 
holiday properties. 

I FREECDLHRG 

j FSfflO (0990) 149681. 

:REFi f 

I VACAItCESEn 
CAMPAGNE 


Imnei nus i 


: CYCLING ran SOFTIES RiMDe 
wtqutaitB menus, <p»SW hotels 
end a unique New of nnl France 
from a bicycle. Agent ATOL 60S. 
m {0161)2*86134. 

: CHEZ NOU8 -MOut Boonl Save 
money - book direct with 2jwo 
prl sei e o w ne r s of all types of self 
catering hofldsy property £ BAB 
la Franco. Free 3ia page colour 
brochure. Tsh 01484 682503. 
IMpVAnnuhs3K»£om. 



See our new 1998 brochure for bargain dty 
breaks starting at just £369. Alternatively, you 
may wish to take a special twin centre dty break 
to Moscow and St Petersburg, or a river cruise 
from £999. b 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the specialist. 

In tourist Travel. Call us now for more detaib. 


LOUDON MANCHESTER OLASQOW 

_0171 538 8600 _0I61 8340230 014J2045809 

ItajrtK eer h|bwa»i a M JJSIM/ajt 

Km 


.Ufa 


Ti: (BtsBria 'imd. Istaote Horn. 2B VmA •WtSLnhm IM 9tO 



V I » r [ t MSI TED 


Now you can. 



Greece 


SPHING FLOWERS Breathtaking 
rim A enpty beeches. Discover 
Weetecn Crets trim a/c vfltage 
housas. TW 0181 7000872 ATOL 
2757 AITO 


France 


NORMANDY GttM Do Francs. 120 
coastal £ rural com. Nu n uamMa 
Vhmnoas (01829 726705 AfTO 
Languedoc, S-Frsnoe. PencefuBy 
located b&b on edge oi vfsaga. 
Surrounded by flekta ot eunntnf- 
era and vines. Vfan of Pyrenees 
and Montagna Noire, fa Carcas- 
sonne. Open oil your. Optional 
hearty overling maeL For more 
delate phone 01003 773 342 
(EngBeh ownaraL 
VMTAOE FRANCE: Form houses 
with private pooia In hidden 
SouthMteaL 01054 281431 AITO 
XMAS - NEW YEAR In Loire. Cozy 
farmhouse. Up* 2-0, 3 hre Chan- 
nel Ports. 0I7B9 542 055 


Germany 


GERMANY - Daly low coat flights 
and hotel accommodation. AS 
major cratflt cards. Please oeR 
German Travel Centra 0181 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2H771A7X 


GREEK ISLANDS CLUB. 1898 
Brochure Features die beet Mde- 
ewey vMas In the lonlan£Spo- 
radaa Mands Tot 01932 220477 
ABTA AITO ATOL. 848 
GRECOFILE/RLOXEWA- A my 
dMIe ren t choice lor people wfW 
enjoy rtl eepects of Graaosk AM 
2817, Aba. 01422 375999. 
SMVUr CRETE 1908 Brathut Out 
None Escape the mahutieem and 
experience the real Crete. 
ne e l o re d country cottages, rites 
with private poofs, quality apart- 
nm and tamfly-run hotsls. Plue 
latend Whndorlng and Special 
Interest Hofldaya. 01 01 996 9323 
ABTA VI 387 ATOL 1922 AITO 
8MKY IONIAN 1090 Brechts* Out 
Now. Pexos, Corfu, Leffaa, 
Meganiaf. Ithaca. Cephatorta, 
Zakynthos. VOIee whh private 
poote, tamtyren hotels and sea- 
side cottages In beautlfrt tooa- 
flam sway hnom the raelnstraam. 
0181 995 8323. ABTA VI 337 
ATOL 1922 AITO. 

A QUIETER OPTION lo PaXDS, 
Lefkas, Zrtqmthoe, Katalonla, 


fey soloed on of private 
beecfirtde apart & smal hotels. 
For our 1008 braehws caO 0171 
233 5233 Greek Options ATOL 
4245. 


PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST & 
Start**- Central pennon*. 

(01 


CZECH REPUBLIC, Hungary. 
Poland. 7te Battle States, Stare* 

Ids. Raman* and Vienna WMb 
choice of WdWomd 
hotels, BfriWe duredon short 

breaks, mutlKanMfwff^fa-Afl 
h one brochure. WraTNwte0l71 
323 330C ATOL 2392 ASIA V01B4 

JUST HWGARY Awn Hungarians 

who knoit City hraoko and nwch 

more. BrocfLAvsB. CaB 0171 287 
4839 ATOL 3703. 


Portugal 


I’ORIK.I l.-l 

M ( “ y 


qoaflty ritie* eteag tta 
aagefficoit Beaxtftte, and ■ 
nriqee selntfM el naner fames 
and catugn *rt fa the heart ef 

tba aterfseA. ampaBt eaeemftia. 
teen properties bn* yews. 
M1NHO ALGARVE 
StirTTlA AUNRM 
ST Humbrtt Bred. London W5BOK 
UaUXlwixrnmina «WW» 


0171-385 4775 


SIMPUT PORTUGAL 1 
Brochure out now. Truly Inrtvtd- 


ual rites with pools, glorious 
, selected home 


manor houses 8 
a 

ktg_«amOiL 


teg' hoOdsys A efty breaks. 0181 
005 9323. ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922 AITO. 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages 
wkh pools in unspoilt North, 
MMw and Douro, near c oast. 
01954 281431 AITO ATOL 2787 
ABTA 


Spain 


SPAIff 


TiadUtorzal cnmrtry bouMCH, j 
i villas and apartments 
inanv with pools In rural 
Spefa & EfatngaL 1 
nux cocoon 



COSTA BLANCA, Mondra. 
ripe M. port, safe beech 5 1 
God nearby. TO: 01 382 542 0 


AMDALUCIA. Three rementlo i 
togas In rttra & lemon gn 
south tram Granada. Peace 
FOOL TK 01584 782321 


Guided end Independent watidng 
hi tanpatt Sprtn. Dramatic land- 
scapes, prsuy white washed vS- 
tegas. Headwater (01806) 813 
323. AITD 3*12 ATOL 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
with pools In unspoflt areas ot 


Catalunya and Andatada. 01954 
281431 ATOL 


.2787 AITO ABTA 


Turkey 


SIMPLY TURKEY 1998 Brochure 
Out Now: Discover a dellghtiuBy 
dneroM Turkey, away trom the 
m a hatwem. with our uriq range 
ot rural cottages. vBee w. poo* 
and Memty hrts*. Plus our Und- 
ue wandering programme, s/ 
Interest holidays, gidet entetng 
and tetanbul cKy brsato. 0181 
995 8323 ASIA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
AITO 



inlitaWrpnBttrerir«jjH9» 

rescotov* “wcawifi*®? 
(099fl)M368JQWJ« ,BS7 
y{\CANZE IN fPMIA 





gasaaMSM?* 

ISSfSSlSfoJS*® 

ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 WTO 



■fa^onrodo orotricfcrtvw 
tokwioa^sw 

hoteWtaeorts from *399 
Book wm Confluence. Book 

. wth WE leortng spock»»- 


Far East 


THAILAND. SmaB group tome In 

dfecover fee ■Hear ThaBand. Fdr 
detate 01284 781225. 



Capetown wwh*w* 

jjUBEFIROOIE.IW* 1 - 

TRANSVAAL »8BAWI* 

A unique selection of O 3 *** 
Hoteb,Sar*R8M , v««« 
Qarewg Homes* Ganwts- 


Cjpeftmt JotanMdMg,H»aK 

South AMcan Affair AID12B* 

SO Hnobolt toadUnfeeWnH 



[~ North Africa 


Christmas 
Extra Flights 

Visit Beautiful 

MADEIRA 

or exotic 

MOROCCO 

far Xmas flf New tfsar 

We have 2 veryspedBlday 


. j on the 

„„i of December tor 
8 at* ex. Qa twlc l u 




dfnalc*binn>« * * 
Ouido Book * rnterneuonn) 
Discount Cnrd- 


£499 pp. 


OOL (ION AS 3MGB B IHXBD 

0161 430 5864 


m 


Cadoffan 


South Africa 


CAPE TOWN, hixury rite, sleeps 
2 / 10 . fuBy oqrtppod.ftva mtos 
tram beach f7G0 pw-TW: 01Z» 
448388 


Australia 



Australia acitew Zealand 


The Holiday of a lifetime 


i fr ‘Jar Zo&mJ 
l fa Sioppon, Hxs Km* &E if 
rldarii 

t Onuinar far ■tcmctmtga hour tnfaaQwfar 
>W>«fcrfi rMfak&B-hrfftswl fll 

> Aatnuapfata Is J. 4 tni J* ha>l» V T 


Cadoa-an 


IS SEttS- i 

| QuWakrlMT if 

01202 434320 & 


Holiday making can be an adventurous, 
beautiful, sophisticated and individual 
experience; alternatively it can be very 
dull. We want to help you choose. 


Jeremy Atiyab 


Festive Breaks 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOTELS * So petti tires, (nod mat &ci v ice . 
UNIQUE JttAFT CENTRE - Full Tnfflon - Pottery, 

HEATED Poof*. Samg, Badminton, Snooker, 
Arthur, Boats, Tends DI000RS S FREE. 


OtnUOORBiiafcL'taiBB, Wefts-ALLFREE. 
FRff GOLF on 2 z 18 Hota Long Gomes 




IB Hale FAR 3. Dririoi Raoge. Soil Care. 
Line Dancing, Skittles, Un Mule ++ 


GOLF fFI GOLFpi GOLFpl 


NOV 1 ti DEC 23-1 WjW FREE Mldwk + FREE Uadi 
PARTY RATES. JANUARY + FEBRUARY - Special Breaks 
MID MARCH - 4 Nta MMwfc £127/137; 3Nfs £114/123. DBB 


MANOR HOUSE & ASHBURY HOTELS, W. DEVON 
XMAS/NEW YEAR 3/4 NTS E257.C343 - 01837 53053 



“Sosietiiing Special" 
ThK Chnanos 
Prior) Hotel Bull 
3 Day Break at Luxor) 

3 Red Star Hold sitfa ore 
Extcntra: Indoor Leisure 
FjoTiDfi. Award Winning 
Cueine aod Caideax 
Teleykoae 01225 331922 
For fcnchnre and Tariff 



TW 


GRAFTON 


Affordable hixtry in the heart of Dublin 
Just two rain uies wall Groin Grafton Streets. 
Conuct us for our special Christmas 
amt New Year packages. 
Telephone £5314750*88 
Fax 353I47S090S 
Email iofo@graJToD plaza, k 
Internet www.eraflonplaza Jc 


Festive Breaks 


CHRISTMAS IN 
THE BEAUTIFUL 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 

GUERNSEY 


DMUXE R8TN1 HOUDRTS 
TO BEMITV1IL GUHWSEY 

DHBCT FUGflS FSOM BffWKX » 

Boufflan/m 

e a* tv* Mnn 

DEPARTS 23 DECaiBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES - 
Ratum (fights 

Luxury 4^ w Hotel Peninsula 

• Half Boaid till 

• Gaia Dimer and 

• Entertakmwrt F'ragramme 

fttfflj huvea E«» - BmU 

fepatlteEiam 

book WOW 

or ring to further Information 

0181-980 7244 


teo svakife an SU HdUm u Audi 
S -Cu tar 


bifOaeOiorBwc Jal - 




NEW YEfiR IN 
THE BEAUTIFUL 

ISLE OF WIGHT 




S, 4 & 9NBgN 
RKtonsBt 
tocfcrengHB 

andFary 

tonorty... i+ a95 InBuranoa) 

l»YUTrS28^30DECafflBn 

• SpectaoJar location 

• Ftooramic sea views from all 
guest rooms 

Luuy 3A Hrtel (AA & RAC) 

• Ail rooms erhsutte with colour 
TV & FREE teafccftee 

• Canttefi Sapper on 30 Dec. 

• GaiaDinn8r/DarK»3l Dec. 

Sea ki the New Ybar in Style 

• Naw ^toare Day BufltirE>mer 

BOOK NOW 

or phone for brochure 

0181-9807244 


TIMESCfiPE 


BRITAIN’S 

N0i^B£R?ONE 

fpiWlL 

NEWSPAPER 


Festive Breaks 


A PERFECT CHRISTMAS IN LONDON 
OVERLOOKING HYDE F9\RK 
Eitioy Lmdaci'f Top Psreo. at Si Paid 1 *, 

CbMim Day Conceit. A tifew Erri Shoa rod much mm 1 
Fidy kickmve HoMays. Item JuK C75pp 

** London Elisabeth Hotel 


Lancaster Terrace, Hyde Port, London, W2 3PF 
Teh 01 71 402 564 Lc Foe 0 1 7 1 224 0900 


A A ★★★ 


AA ROSETTE 

IVY HOUSE 
FARM HOTEL 

'Ouiten Broofi hidden oasid 
EXTENSIVE GROUNDS. 
VICTORIAN THEME. 
SHORT BREAKS. 
PHONT FOR SPECIAL OFFERS. 
DOCS WELCOME. 


BARN CONVERSION. Steeps 486. 
both an-autta. ETB, 4 keys com- 
manded. BssutHui country sid e 
peacrtaJ location, near coast. 
Non- Brokers please. Vacant for 
Winter breaks- ltt (01306} 
068270. 


Activity Holidays 


LEARN TO SWIM 
IN ONLY 2 DAYS 



TfeUFHOW: 

(01437) 781061 


ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS 1 NEW 
YEAR BREAKS .ACORN ACTIW- 
MESTa: 01432 830063 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ON3EW8AY 


Fill your holiday cottage, villa or apartment vacancies 



Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering- holidays. 27 BjDOO of 
our readers stayed In a rented villa, flat or 
cottage cm their holiday last year! nrcn oset 


Ftar only £4J2 a line indosive of TAT [afpnrc. 4 wads per line), you can 
advertise your balidqyhane and fillthose vacandee throo^ont the year. Your 

adi-niliaemcnt wiD appear in The IxHig Weekend 1 sccticn of The huiqxndent 
on Saturday and/or tk? Travel & Mcrey' section of the Sunday paper: 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday between IQjOOam - oOOpm. 

Ot 

e-mail us at travelteam@independenteo.uk 
or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording yoo require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Awesa/Visa/American Expriese/Diners Card. 

PRIVATE ADVEBTISEBS ONLYOWO PROPERTIES OR LESS: 


Insertion Dates - 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for £ made payabk) lo 

<£4.12 a line per insartkm, £363 If both Saturday & 
Sunday are used) Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my 

Acceaa'ViSi/Anies/Dinere account hjjr £. 

Card No: 

Start Date: Expiry Date 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address - 


TW No: Ds<y Evening., 

Signature: — • 


FiH in and send to: The Travel Team, Qaa&ilkd Atfrodiaing, The lndependenL One Canada 
Square. Canary Whart London El* 5DL. or e-mail at trarokearo(§’iiidei»endei>Lc<Lnk 
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For advice or more information, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


MOO 

[HOUSE HOTEL 

AA*** RAC 

B ate? Ti&gc. HPI IQPSr 
)Milirtiim>.UXJIIIlTHD1gSaui»ij 

m on uuP HONBc 
Mere wiri. law fcSpsfesh. 
Wifalfaiilfalre 
Bnaki Enn £4SJ5jpppn DKB 
Bor Brochure WOO 444441 
or 01425)483285 


UK Travel 



/ discount', tor 
COL»PL(5 


/ PETS OO FREE 


Dtfcs, Ms* ftrit Noon. Prite, • 

Ufa i, ITiwi Unfa. Ifrsf. Iiterr m 

CoreNULlfaKLUeen^te. 

Vat Connor *briod-pri« 

hteftssHgOTshdlwyg * 


01756 702200 


English Country 
Cottages 



Am cfnhvalleo 
b Enghixfi 
kndreR ecu. 
Free 434 page 
coloor brochure. 
Snw 

(0920)851X11 
BW4Ma<Hrt| 


Self Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Hmipcktd cottages 
dirougbiiot Britain. 
Coastal and ctHuuryskk. 
Free colour brochure. 


Phone 01502 502 603 

Giictc C48^0 


Golfing Breaks 


Mtett. r«pcwf 

free Golf hi Cornwall !! 

Suy in 1 7ih Century 
CewRian Manor House. 
Ensuhe Accomodation. 
Superb Cuisine. 


Free Coir at ov.n lo Hole 
chi: !o|< Goli Cour-e 


£25 B&B or 
£39 DB&B 


*801503 230297W 


Meet The Stars 



lOIELAMffi, 


ADELPHI HOTEL 


LIN I lil’OI >L - 0151 709 7200 

StrLili-, i; i.lK I v - ItKC " Iv'Si I l: Ni--nc;j'.'- ;U O.^Oiint 



per perm 


Dteaer 


Betift 


BtoUbi 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT 


BRITANNIA HOTEL 

Ponbad Sam. MwKhotrr 
9161 238 2233 

BRITANNIA SACHAS HOTEL 
lfaa% H ei K l wr 
0161 228 1234 

BRITANNIA COUNTRY HOUSE 
Minchanr laarankaal Avpon 
9161 434 3411 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 
E4gr of a* Pol Duma- Smfcfxnt 
01619301000 . 

BRITANNIA ASHLEY HOTEL 
Wetunaqre VBtaee. Hale. Otafac 
9161957794 

BOSWORTO HALL HOTEL 
Is Ok main . Mnbl BorcoA 
91455291919 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Nw SuecL B re« |cfn™ 


9121 631 . 


BRITANNIA HOTEL 

Aifji'roJW Ac CalbrdxnJ - G<miuy 
01283 637733 

THE ROYAL COURT HOTEL 
Kafan. Cuimin 
01203 33417! 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 
LidkkU Servo. Wij tcrinw ui 
01902 424922 

(THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
Manh WJL L-n»« E14 ->&l 
0171 7IZ9I00 
THE CLIVE HOTEL 
Hawnwcal, 

9171 585 2233 
EUROPA HOTEL 
tia rt rt Airpurt. «IC4 
91293 88MM> 

THE ROYAL ALBION HOTEL 

Oa I hr Pfiffl - Bcfalun. Lm 

01Z73 329292 


Winter Breaks 


MENDIP LODGE HOTEL 

Batb R4 Frame SaaMKO BA1 1 2HP 
AA"** RAC™* ETB 4 Crown Ben Western 
WHY PAY MORE! 

SPECIAL WINTER BREAKS WAS £45 NOW £27iOpppo 

DB&B 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
Close to Bath. Write. Glastonbury, Ltnghai. Wreton S Mm 
Ideal far Xnas shopping urjon teunnx 
CaB 8 m HOTLINE 01373 453223 l!l!l 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages. 1988 colour brochure. 
01756 7022D5 


Isle of Wight 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 

3 NIGHTS FROM £79 

Bed, Breakfast and evaning meal 

Large seafrinu hotel, 
entertainment, indoor pool. 
Jocurei, uiuul 
'FREE CAR FERRY* 
Sandringham Hotel 

Seafront, Son&wn, Ue of Wight 

Teb 01983 406856 

*4 NTS JANUARY £79* 


The Lake District 


HILLTHWAITE HOUSE, Wbrier- 
mere. Thambairow Road, over- 
lookliig lake. All rooms ensuOe 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Satet- 
We TV. teamalong, Sauna, Tyta 
Steam Room anti hasted Indoor 
pool solely lor our guests' use. 
Slights. Scoursa dinner B&B 
I lid. VAT only £99. Sniglits only 
Cl 30. Brochure; 01 5394 43838 
LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Col- 
lages. 1938 colour brochure. 
<tt7S6T02208 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
York Dates. Lakes, Peaka. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 345700. 

www |Bto.cojJk,ayho3 

NORTHUMBRIA BYWAYS S/C Col- 
lages. Lovely Iocs. 01228S73337. 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
noar Ludtaar. 3 night breaks from 
C75. Colour Bredi: 01584 B23209 


Sussex 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey! 
Hants. Lux boats. (01256) 
703091. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive Nre- 
rowbort HoMays. VMdeat rtirtca 
Boglnnsre wary wakame. TeJ 
01905610097. 


Cotswolds 


GREAT VALUE ^utatty callages. 


Over 190 to The Cotswolds. 
01292445721 (LICKS). 


Derbyshire 


HEATHROW £4.98 per day. Free 
parking alter 14 days. Max charge 
£60 JO up lo 100 daya Secure 

Parking 0181 B13 8130 


Devon & Cornwall 


FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charming 
swterskte c otte oee. Suparb 
views. Central Heating. Dinghies 
available. Pets welcome. 01578 
3440Q7 

GREAT VALUE quaNy cottages. 
Owr 430 In Devon. 01 282 445721 
0JC101). 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
IBM best ever tun colour 
brochure 01 7G8 702201 
DARTMOOR, XMAS. IdytSc srtl- 
catering country roberta. Steep- 
ing lOttB.W: 01882 855585 
A RNE SELECTION ol Cottages on 
both coasts ot Cornwall end an 
Sdn* tOMBrochurenawavait- 
abtefrom ComWi TradMonal Ctt 
feflte. (0990)134967. 7 day per- 
sonal service Oam-Opm. 


Dorset 


RSHEMIAWB COTTAGE. Garden 
leads dawn to tits sea. Sloop 7. 
AvaSerte 23 Dec - fi Jan. £200 per 
wk. 01305452224. 


BEST OF BRIGHTON & SUSSEX 
cottages can offer opts, cotta, 
houses. Close to sea. town 8 
tMuntryrtde. Tel: (01273) 308779. 


Ireland 



Htr/tai you to ratty the Ftilne Season bi Dublin. 

K v no ‘ ,hr J "«I tmt 11 / tiu-ppiim this year aad 
relax in aijs-rh afi-ummuiJaitan in ilu- heart of Dublin! 
Or. own- and tee vital Dublin bat to offer for Saw 
leaf's Festinrws luu irorii be disappointed! 

Tlw Ucal CfarntmBs j-M . ..Tritely Lodge Gil) Voedwre 
Rntei. £4? pp, mdimve of bnakfaM and [gxc. 

| CALL NOW FOR OUR SPECIAL FESTIVE DEALS I : 
12 SM Frederick. Spree*. Dribda 2 
Tft 00 3S3 | 6793044. Fas: 99 353 1 6793223 
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Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, CUrc Ac Galway. 
Free full coloor brochure. 
RING (0990) 851166 
Quote GvireiztHn) 

Oa Wltmrio: 

Mnmi Cornea rtr Iaelako. 

Dwr.CV|78,RO.Bu\iL 

E**l SHU TON, LuiS9TV*,tf"»ftT. 



Shamrock cottages. 2 ss select 
Individual cottages in superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AITO. Col 
Bro 01623 681080 


IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 199b 
the premier choice. 300 tartvki- 
ual cottages all tourist board 
approved. Farmhouses and 
HoMays and 
esravans. Many wrt- 
«W9 pots. CaB 0IRQ2 580 688 
(M hre). 
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Ne ' W5 PBper PubSshing pfc 
regrets lhai although every 
precaution is tahan, 
noresponstoiStycwbe 

3 CC ^Pted Cpr ttgha axl/or 
actwnmoiMtiqn oBered 
Ihfough these ertumns, Of any 
3"^ ttietefranv Readera 
are advised 10 take all 

rw og&ary p recauttoro before 
“Ming mio any travel 
wangemema. 


Scotland 


in 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in the nwa 
xaarinl areas of Scodxnd. 
FKEE SS 7AGE BSOCHUItE 

RING (0990) 851 1 33 
Quote sv209(»Un) 



gLAIRQUHAjy 


Blmrqulcni a [hr h«ae at 

Mr Limes Hums Btatr EkU« 
snaps cm ni) for huanoi or 
fan. Also pIcaURSuf nwrane 
ibr haunful oUK and psrtkss. 

Emqmttt ik 

BUmpfeBB Estate Office 
Maybole, Ayrshire KA19 7LZ 
Tel: M16S57 70 239 
Fox: 816557 70 278 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
Phono now II 01756702213 
HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
range ol Indlvtdurt tie cottages 
throughout Scottish Highlands. 
FreeW btociv 01 4S3 232855 


Wales 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A Mjpcrb selection nf quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Tark. All properties furnished 
to Hie highest standards. 

Pteane now At fc« colour brochure 

01239-881397^^° 


555 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wales; an Tburtst 
Grafad. Wiles HoSdsys ■ 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 ate 
cottages some sleep upto 30 . 
Many tess sun £250 per watt 

J ?" XSSW 01874 878448 

555 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
VtoteHhput wales; an Tourist 
Wates Holidays - 

SNOWDONIA Coastline Lteyn 
ftentatofa, Coastal 8 Country cot- 
L* fannhouses. Nsfyn Hoa- 
fays 01758 720674. 

BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Idyl- 

»e 17C tarmhouso tnsute DBAB 

ggy C 21 .LOB DresA: bar.oi?ug 

SWM) 


West Sussex 


U 



. Is tbe head of Nattaaal 
Tnat Woodland, 20 ndwnw bon 
■he GHhedm Oiyof CUdmer. 
& >p|tenfaiutety 4 mBei frcwi ' 
dorioa Goodwood, 
iwm 11 U 1 il beftes. 
SoperbgetteuirtLIaccsied 

j isasasss,* 

te KSsS 1 

ATow booking 
Christmas 
New Year- 


01798-36737^ 


Yorkshire &The Dales 


BMJES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATHJ 

Stone Ba rre, Steep 4 to 17 . pa, 
brochure 0800 65430 - 3 . 


SWERB Cottages. Vbrka Dales, 
““ttwnAria. Lakes. Pree? 
Sj*«C«tt»gB» 01244 345700. 

YOnKSKh^DM^! Moors 1 


S 08 *- 0«L W0 s to ax£ 


Bioctaae {0175^700672, 

OVER 30% OFF. % ^ 


YORK 

Howptm Court Hotel Brech 

01904425156, 
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f The ” ! ' S Hke snow business: chalm litter Alpine slopes at M4ribeI 


WHY WE GO 
WHERE 

Caroline Sruan-Thylor, managing 
director of the Ski Club of Great 
Britain, explains why skiers arc 
choosing the top five destinations. 

I. France (24.9 per cent of the 
market for 1997/98 ski holiday 
hookings*): "It’s doing well 
primarily because of the exchange 
rate; we’re getting about 16 per 
cum more francs to the pound 
than this lime last year. But 
France has also been working 
hard to promote itself, with things 
such as its .special ‘Kids ski free* 
offers in Januaiy." 

2. Italy (20.6 per cent): “People 
swooped on Italy a couple of 
years ago because it was so cheap 
- and having been there, many of 
them obviously found they like iL 
It isn’t such a bargain now, but 
people still think it is." 

3. Austria^ 15.4 percent): *Tt has 
always been popular, particularly 
with beginners, because of the 
traditional chocolate-hca 
ambience of its mountain viDages; 
but in recent years it has been very 
expensive. Now the sciuHing has 
dropped sharply n gaincr the 
pound, so it has become cheaper.” 

4. Andorra (10 per cent): “The 

snow was good in Andorra last 
[ year, and it has always been a 
keenly priced destination. 

Because of the British ski school 
at Soldeu, it Ls a good place for 
beginners, which has «l*n 
increased its popularity." 

5. Canada (9.6 per cent): “It has 
done well over the last few years, 
and gained a reputation for good 
skiing: the advent of charter flights 
has made it more accessible.” 

*The market-share figures are for 
bookings made up to the end of 
October 



Val d’ls&re, one of France’s biggest winter drawcands Photograph; Dave Roman 
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Which is this year’s hot spot(so 
to speak) for skiing? Armed with 
the Holiday Booking Survey, 
Stephen Wood figures out how the 
different countries are doing in 
the snakes-and-ladders business 
of the slopes. 

This time last year, there was no doubt 
which was the most popular skiing desti- 
nation. It was Bulgaria, where sales of ski- 
ing holidays were up 89 per cent over the 
previous season. In the early part of the 
1 99&7 booking season, up to the beginning 
of October, its growth was ahead of Cana- 
da's (76 per cent) and Andorra’s (71 per 
cent). The traditional market leaden were 
irailing so for behind that they weren't even 
in Bulgaria’s wake: France was down 12 per 
cent, year-on-year, and Austria’s sales 
had dropped by a whopping 27 per cent. 

True, Bulgaria was actually out-per- 
formed by Finland. Starting from a low 
base - a total of 12 skiing holidays in that 
country had been sold up to October 1995 
- Finland's sales to the beginning of Oc- 
tober 1996 bad shot up to 545, an increase 
of 4.442 per cent But it was Bulgaria, with 
sales of 7,419 holidays, which seemed set 
to be the star of the season. 


It didn't actually turn ont that way. In' 
the early months of this year, poor snow 

(Bulgaria was the only major destination 

to suffer in that respect) and political un- 
rest in Sofia — which led to skiing char- 
ters being diverted to Plovdiv -conspired 
to reduce bookings; and at the end of the 
season, Bulgaria’s year-on-year increase 
had slipped to 44 per cent - still impres- 
sive, but sonie way behind Canada and An- 
dorra, which had maintained their growth 
rale (76 and 72 per cent respectively) 
throughout the season. And while Bulgaria 
was slipping, France had recovered suffi- 
ciently to end the 1996/7 season 4 per cent 
up on the previous year. 

This year it’s a different story. Bulgaria 
is still doing well: its sales to October this 
year are up a further 25 per cent on that 
good 1996/7 result. Bui so far, this season’s 
star performer is unquestionably France, 
up 78 per cent 

All these figures come from Terry Mo 
Carthy, director of the Holiday Booking 
Survey (HBS), which is produced by the 
market research company, ACNiebea 
Every month the company surveys 300 
high-street travel agents, and monitors the 
bookings taken on the premises; from this 
sample h then extrapolates figures for the 
whole market. Although the HBS does not 
include direct-sell telephone or electron- 


ic bookings, it still reckons to cover 83 per 
cen t of the package-holiday market. And 
up to the beginning of last month (the most 
recent period for which complete figures 
are available), the HBS shows skiing 
bookings to be a remarkable 41 per cent 
up on last year and doing twice as well as 
the winter holiday market as a whole: 

As McCarthy points out. all the major 
ski companies produced their brochures 
earlier than usual for this 1997/8 season, 
a continuing trend which has led to some 
bookings - not many - having been made 
this month for 1998/9. Last year’s final 
reckoning showed that 36 per cent of the 
season’s bookings had been made by the 
beginning of October; this year, Mc- 
Carthy suspects that the figure could be 

SKI TIP 

Tb change the rhythm and intensity of 
your turning, ski in time with your 
breathing. Short turns require more 
air, so breathe more rapidly; for 
longer turns, inhale and exhale 
smoothly. 

Chris ExaH 


40 per cent or more. Which means, for one 
thing, that market shares are less likely to 
change dramatically from October onwards 
- unlike last season when, as well as Bul- 
garia’s decline, the USA went from being 
33 per cent up at this point to finishing iH»- 
season 13 per cent down. 

So who’s doing well so far this year 
apart from France? Almost everyone: all 
the major resorts are benefiting from the 
overall growth in the market. Down 
amongst the skiing minnows, Finland is 
surging ahead, with a further 309 per cent 
increase this yean but Andorra - small in 
size, not in skiing— has shown the best per- 
formance among the big fish, with a 46 
per cent increase on last season’s im- 
pressive figures. The USA has bounced 
back, too, with a 36 per cent increase year- 
on-year - despite the fact that many ski- 
trade insiders have been predicting big 
problems in the US market because ca- 
pacity on charter flights to Denver has ex- 
panded dramatically, but the pound has 
become relatively less valuable against the 
dollar than against most European cur- 
rencies; 

Austria is doing very well (42 per cent 
up), as is Switzerland (39 per cent); only 
Italy is falling behind the market, after a 
couple of yeans of dramatic growth, with 
an increase of only 19 per cent so far this 


season. The only real disaster area is Ger- 

mnnv Rv t h*» Kninn^ ■ 
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EXOTIC KENYA & SAFARI ADVENTURE 

Look no fni-UKT for yoor perfect sunshine holiday |_| 1 J_ 

retreat.' This superb offer, sa ring up io 026 per per- 


— c mac. i uc 

figure for this year? There isn't one. 

Fbr France this promises to be a great 
season. Lastyear.it made a very slow start: 
the HBS figures show that up to October 
1 996. only 29 per cent of its bookings for 
the whole season had been made. By com- 
parison, Italy bad done 44 per cent of its 
business, and the USA 52 per cent. Prob- 
ably because of its proximity io Britain and 
the easy access via ferries and the Chan- 
nel Tunnel, France continued to sell well 
through January and February, and. was 
only outperformed (marginally) by a late 
run from Switzerland in March and April. 
This year, the new direct Eurostar service 
from Waterloo to the French Alps will 
make it even more accessible. If the snow 
is good, the French slopes will be full this 
season. 

So holidays in France will have to be 
booked soon. But if you are thinking of go- 
ing to the Czech Republic or Slovakia, you 
can relax for a couple of months. Statistics 
can become addictive; you keep finding in- 
teresting stuff- 1 found, for example, that 
129 skiing holidays in the former Checho- 
slovakia were sold last year. And every sin- 
gle one was booked in the January/February 
penod. Why? I have no idea. 


I green channel 

The ideas behind The Big Issue - the 
magazine sold by the homeless - have 
travelled far. In The Gambia, a maga- 
zine called Concern is being sold to 
tourists by beach boys (known as b mu- 
sters). It gives information about what 
local people would like tourists to do, 
so that our holidays are of some bene- 
fit to the locals. Adama Bab, a Gambian, 
set up Concern last year after visiting 
London and talking to a Big Issue sell- 
er. He has come back to London to 
attend Reuters’ International Network 
for Street Papers conference this week- 
end and pick up some tips. 

The main afm of publ ishing the mag- 
azine is “as a tool for advocating a fair- 
er and more equitable form of tourism,” 
says Adama. “Gambian people are be- 
ing crippled by the growth of foreign- 
owned and all -inclusive tourism. It is 
crazy - we hardly benefit from tourism 
at all Most of the money goes back out 
of the country. Even our fanners hard- 
ly benefit, because so much of the food 
for tourists is imported.” 

Concern encourages tourists to step 
mtside their resorts and spend more in 
he local shops and restaurants. It also 
xplains local worries about tourism, and 
jves local cultural and tourist informa- 
ion. Importantly, the h ams ters are pro- 
ided with employment, many of whom 
iherwise become "escorts” for foreign 
women or live a hand-to-mouth reristpry* 
Adama is working with other Gam- 
bians to publish an “alternative guide- 
book” for tourists interested in staying in 
small-scale, local accommodation and 
learning about cultural sites off the beat- 
en track. They are also Organising com- 
munity awareness programmes for 
villages that are directly affected by 
tourism. In a country where famili es are 
often supported on a single wage of £1 a 
day from hotel work, tourism to The Gam- 
bia must change for the better, he says. 

“There is nothing idealist about this 
- it’s the only way ont for us. We have 
to make sure tourism is sustainable and 
viable fbr the future. For us, it’s pretty 
much a life or death struggle.” 

Sue Wheat 


RED CHANNEL 

Sydney is a city under siege. Not by any 
foreign invader, but by battalions of 
bufldeis. So if crane-spotting gets you go- 
ing, or you have a fetish for foundation.^ 
then you’re in for a treat. But otherwise 
you may be in far a disappointment, with 
a number of dty buildings either shroud- 
ed in scaffolding or being remodelled. 

It is all part of the huge effort to get 
Sydney ready for the 27th Olympic 
Games, which start in September 2000. 
At the moment the dty receives 2L5 mil- 
lion international visitors a year. That is 
expected to leap to 3.6 million around the 
time of the Olympics, -and up to 5.1 mil- 
lion by 2005. And while an estimated 
A$2m (about £850,000) per day is being 
spent on the Olympic site itself at Home- 
busb Park, elsewhere nearly A$6bn 

| (about £22>bn) wiD be spent aver the next 
three years on commercial projects such 

as hotels and apartments to cope with the 
mflux. Which out, to a for the great holes 
of Sydney: 22 of these appeared around 
the city in the recession of the early 
Nineties. Developers, having knocked 
down the existing buildings, couldn’t af- 
fond to bmld new ones -and so they were 
amply lefL hcentives are being offered 
to thejr owners to build on them, but if 
these are not taken up they’ll be forced 
to the holes and landscape them. 

Sydney is still a breath takingly beau- 
tinil place, but until the work is finished 
it isn t displaying its best side. If you are 
gomg before then, when yon pack your 

Margaret Breen 


retreat.' This superb offer, saving op io £126 per per- 
son on Ibr brochure price, will lake yoo away lo one 
of the most UySc and romantic settings on tee 
Kenyan coast yet with the CaeiBdes Tor an active holi- 
day. The 'all indnsfre'Cliib Hold Watamu Beach, 
situated south of MaHrefi and 100km north of 
Mombasa, is an exceptional hole! where not only wOl 
yoo savour the true flavour of Africa in a casual and 


niunn jor just] 
£799 per person 


Las Vegas £ Canyonlands 

* Las Vegas * Hoover Dam * Grand Canyon 
* Verde Canyon * Montezuma Castle * Sedona * Scottsdale 


rroni 

£ 599 


F tr person 


■ -tofauncxUand ddkaous 
ELUSIVE. There's an 
me area, beaefeside bar, tennis and 
hen yen want lo wander a Hale, Ibr 
■n is dose by. 

lHgbt of ywnr holiday will be the 
day lion Kfae Satkri. YonU Oy lo the 

■bonal Park for a night under canvas with the FOB FULL DETAILS & A BOOKING FORM 

dng elephant, cheetah, giraffe, crocodile and Hon Conmtete the coupon in hl nrit rmpUmi. „mt fry 
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and Manchester to BIBI 4M 0014 
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departures: April - November 1990 


For more information please caM 

0990 2 & 008>3 


1: Ny from London to Las Venn- fWL n- , , 
Ja<qF-2.-FQlldavatleL n ir*«T v ■* Enjoy a train ride through the 

Verde C**™- Afte™* 


— y TO i^aice Mead forth 
awesome Hoover fw Continue to 
the South Rim of the Craiod Caironn 
■ for one night. Ward, the sunset over 
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New Year J and J 
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twin room with I 
, private facades l . 

and Gall board, j 
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Virn tire Grand Canyon again 
before heading t»FIag«a£ Combine 
to Walnut Canyon and on to Oak 


— cun dwellings of 

Mxmtezama Caatle before continuum 
to Scottsdale for one nigh, 

& Cheek out of tbe hotel and 
frsnafer to Phoenix for your flight 
home, (unless you extend your atay fo 
Swttodale or San Francisco^. 

^Aiy 7 : Arrive Londonl 


j Srcd sr THE INDEPENDENT KENYA/SAFARI ADVENTURE ] 

I AFRICAN SAFARI CLLB.J5- 37 EAST STREET. BROMLEV, KENT BR I IQU. I 
j. ;--^flMwBnitetotf?wid»MvMiwiwdw A a w Blh a h ai Nww e ' ' i’ N | M w | fk j 
j- Ueaate" . IND856J 


guar's nty MJDEn 

★ Return scheduled flights from London 
^ airport departure tax 

★ Baggage handling at hotels- 

★ Services oF a tour escort in the USA 
ik Hotel taxes 

★ 5 nights accommodation 

+ Transportation as per the itinerary 


— Orpmgton, Kent, BR5 5BR 
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Everyone's gone 
to the wall 


The Great Wail was there on the 
mountain tops, decked in mist 
and threatened with clouds. The 
problem was that we were not 
getting any closer to it •«* 

Louise Jury's visit to China coincided 
with the country’s biggest 
national holiday. 


If you have endured the junction of the 
M4/M5 on a Bank Holiday Monday, 
then picture the traffic. Double it. then 
triple it for the full effect around Peking 
on the day I was there earlier this year. 
The Chinese, perfectly at home on bicy- 
cles, appear to lose all sense of etiquette 
once in a motorised vehicle. In fact, they 
lose all sense. 

Should you ever expect to be in China 
on 1 October, adjust your travel plans. The 
Chinese take their national holiday, a tes- 
timony to Chairman Mao and the foun- 
dation of Lhe People’s Republic, very 
seriously. 

They are building a giant new road 
towards the Great Will, one of the world’s 
greatest cultural treasures, but it isn’t fin- 
ished yet Our coach was squashed in the 
jam and did not move. 

In the cities, the streets throng with hol- 
idaying Chinese, many visiting from the 
countryside, some apparently wearing 
their blue Chairman Mao suits as if they 
were Sunday best Like the Japanese, 
they want you, the Westerners, to pose 
alongside them in their holiday snaps. Red 
flags fly in the streets, red Chinese lanterns 
hang from pillars and doorways, fairy 
lights bedeck the trees. Even the po- 
faced military enjoy a day out, posing in 
uniform in front of memorials to the ap- 
propriate state heroes - Mao and Sun Yat 
Sen. 

And the Chinese are as fascinated by 
their cultural heritage as we are. Thou- 
sands of them take the opportunity of a 
few rare days off to absorb the beauty of 
the Summer Palace and the audacity of 
the Forbidden City. In Tiananmen Square, 
a thousand plants bloom in pots, bring- 


ing a militaristic grandeur and prompting 
a scatter-gun of camera flashes (though 
failing to erase the image of a lontfpro- 
t ester standing bravely before a tank). 

, Leaving Peking, thousands more head for 

the jaw-dropping vastness of the Great 
Wall. 

Travelling in a party o£20 or so, we had 
spent the morning at the Ming tombs in 
the valley where 13 of the 16 Ming dynasty 
emperors lie buried. After lunch our or- 
ganised tour group was cheerful as we ten*- 
elled onwards to the wall. Tb the surprise 
of the local guide, evidently unaccus- 
tomed to Western spontaneity, somceven 
burst into song. But after two hours spent 
barely moving, the prospect began to 
dawn that there was a risk that the Great 
Wfcll of China would remain a snake on the 
horizon. 

Drastic action was taken. Our guide had 
a quick consultation with the driver and a 
colleague and decided that some wall was ‘ 
better than no wall. At a key junction, in- 
stead of turning left towards Badaling, one 
of the widest sections, fabled for its capacity 
to hold five horses prancing abreast, we 
turned right to a more obscure section. We 
were there. 

Nothing can quite prepare you for the 
sight of the magnificent fingerprint of man 
that is the Great WalL As you stare up from 
the coach park, it winds and twists steeply 
towards the sky, then curls round the 
mountain top and down before rising 
again. Even here, dozens upon dozens of 
visitors, mainly Chinese, were puffing 
their way up knee-challenging steps, dutdb- 
mg the prop of the handrail whenever of- 
fered, to look out towards the north and 
imagine Genghis Khan and his hordes ar- 
riving to terrorise the border guards. (In 
fact, he & supposed to have bribed them 
to let him in.) 

At every tower, a gaggle of visitniswould 
be haggling for a good price over the “I 
Climbed The Great WhB of China” T-shirts, 
the guidebooks and the signed certificate 
of your mountaineering success. There is 
even a camel to be clambered on and pho- 
tographed with.But climb far enough, and 
even on this, arguably the busiest day of 
the year, the crowds disappear behind you. 



The Great Wall of China ... as you won’t see it on I October 


The wall has been restored at most of 
the points where you are likely to arrive. 
But it is almost more magnificent where 
it stands crumbling, with scraggy weeds 
forcing their way between the cracks, but 
a still solid testament to the builders who 
began their work in the fifth century BC. 
It is difficult to comprehend the thinking - 
behind such an astounding attempt to de- 
fend China’s borders. 

As I began the walk back, large, 
determined spots of rain fell. Figures 
began to don macs and head for their 
coaches (nearly all arrive by coach), but 
there was no mad rush to leave the wall. 

I guessed that perhaps the majority of 
visitors would see it only once in their 


lives, and intended to make the most of ft. 

. Yet back on grpund, the adventure was 
barely over. If the traffic on the way there 
was bad, the return to Peking was unbe- 
lievable. The worst London roadhog has 
nothing on the Chinese. Absolutely ho 
one would give an inch to another driver, 
even ft that meant no vehicle moved. A 
breakdown caused an impasse that was 
resolved only when the engine finally de^ 
tided to function after alL In the absence 
of any other route, we had to journey 
home through Badaling, our original 
destination. 

I have never seen so many coaches, not 
even at Wembley. Hundreds in rows, un- 
moving, beneath vast walls illuminated, as 


darkness fell, with fahy lights and spot- 
lights. Compared with the stem majesty 
we had witnessed' earlier, Badaling 
seemed a Santa’s grotto, a tourist creation. 
Though the sight was impressive, there was 
general agreement that we bad been 
lucky to see the wall bleak and un- 
adorned. 

Once moving the traffic was terrifyingly 
reckless, overtaking on blind comets, trav- 
elling the wrong way down the other side 
of the road. The front coach seats, initial- 
ly much favoured for the view, became tar- 
nished with the horror of watching 
overtaking cars veer towards the side of the 
coach in late r desperate bids to avoid the 
oncoming traffic hurtling towards them. We 


Photograph; John Voos 


arrived back in Peking three-and-a-half 
hours late, as the national day was draw- 
ing to a close. Other parties did not arrive 
back until even later, at 2am or 3am, when 
we were already dreaming of overreach- 
ing emperors, invading Mongols and 
Genghis Khan. 

A good way to avoid the crowds in China is 
to travel there in winter; you also benefit from 
extremely low prices. In January, for exam- 
ple, the China Thred Service (0171 S36 9911) 
is offering fully inclusive nine-day tours based 
on Peking for £659, including non-stop 
flights from Heathrow, accommodation, 
transfers and all meals. The only extra is a 
visa, costing £24-£35. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TakeOff 


AUSTRALIA 



Indudes: 

• Flying to Perth or 

Darwin 

• FREE Return UK 
domestic flights 

• 2 free stopovers 
cn route at 
Bangkok and/or 
Singapore. 


Additional Extras: 

■ 2 FREE ’domestic flights within Australia 
when flying into East Coast titles 


Or... see New Zealand, Australia, its 
Great Barrier Reef & the whole world 


HIGH SEASON 

£858 


Indutles: 

■ FREE Return UK domestic flights 

- 2 free stopovers from Qantas Global Network such 
as Johannesburg, Bangkok. Singapore, Malaysia, 
BaG, Hong Kong, Los Angeles, RJ, Bombay. 

• Up to 2 additional stopovers at £50 per stop 

- 3 free domestic flights In Australia 


LOW FARE 


TRA/| 

OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 



AGENT 


01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 


12 High Street, Alton Hurt*, GU34 1 BN 

UouMSanUTpa Or 

52 Regent Street London W1R 6DX 
C*" 4 * 1 FAX: 01430-02133 or O 
Ml ton* fubfact to mmfWMy. RMricikm> rprta mhl 



Mbm sj 
MtaHfl 
jpftHci«JofeUKa 

tanaiaqnf ftdol 
Btn,i*lvttaafc. 


ThkeOff 


XT £29 
YOU’LL FIND OUR 
SKI COVER 
SNOW BOTHER. I 
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General Accident 

Direct 



0800 121 007 


1 335 rasBramt. QQ 

O&m: '.WFjnrv' waasssrtmis.a.'c 



(ape fan. BU Jrtm — £21» 
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£120 
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Lbbe 

■*.£!» 
■4.- £140 


=or ta yrnr IBS COST KHEMU7 
aauRiBfl0ts 
pfa. • Car Jttv • Airport Hotter 
m Airport fVrUngmhmirsooa 
CALL NOV FOR MIMS OF 


0990 014101 

■•nn XUUMM m 


i i'Co-or Trav 


Over the last 12 months 
readers of the Independent 
titles spent nearly £1.7 billion 
on travel arrangements. 

SauiacTQ 19971 


India. 



NEI (UK) 

.... for chutia. 
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lieamwrtB_.[jd^ Buddha,. 
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Special Interest Holidays 


MOROCCO 
TAMLANIA 
KfNVA 
MAHIU1A 
DOTS WAX A 
SOUTH AFRICA 
INDIA 
NlRAl 


Small group 
holidays off 
the beaten 
track... 


/■nr \<>ur frc<r brochure c-afl 


CHINA —d 

THAILAND 9 
MVANMAII 
MALAVJIA 
RORNCO 
SUMATRA 
VirTNAM LAOS 
JAVA IIAL1 
USA CANADA 
MCXICO 
COST A MICA 
COCCMMI A 
V f M C2 U E LA 
HAITI 
ECUADOR 
KCflU 

ARGENTINA 


0 1 420 54 1 007 


TRA/ELBAG 


* Opt n 7 day. i wrrk 


Special Interest Holidays 



New '98/99 
brochure 
out now! 

MUqiVulai naan 

• Cultural Tours • Nature "tours 

• Easy Hikes • wilderness safaris 

• Major Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tallshlp Voyages 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece. Turkey, 
Egypt. Mime East Attica, mma, China, Japan, Asia. 
Americas, Aus/NZ: 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
• £345W£3450. 

Call far brochure 

« 01252 344161 

Explore Woridwta (W) 

AMoretmt, GU111LQ 

Fifty Bonded AtTO/ATOL 2595 
tmpWwww.anplon.co.uk 


Puts other holidays in the shade 



EXODUS 

■“ “"Discovery Holidays 

Leaders In small group cultural tours and safaris worldwide (1-4 weeks) 
9 Weir Road, London SWT 2 OLT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
http://www.exodustravels.co ,uk 


The experience of a lifetime- 500 ton bike ride. 
Luoor- Aswan-Luxor. Cycle by day. nights on a Nile 
Ciuise Boat. Fantastic sightseeing: Limited places. 
For more details caD now: 0645 )77 779 
Or write to: Nile Bike Ride. Meticap, 
FREEPOST, London £Cl B I AA. 

Blue Sky Appeal 






++ 

fLACig V SKI-TOURING 


MOUNTAIN TRAVEL. WORLDWIDE 


Call for our colour brochure 

[0114 275 75QO.JW 



Special Interest Advertising] 
continues on page 8. 


South America 


Ma/jic 



‘Bolivia 


Escorted tours by jeep to the most fascinating places. 
Stay at our lodge south of Saiar de Uyuni. - 
‘ Personal service from people who really know Bolivia. 

Teh 0171 221 7310 Fax; 0171 727 8746 


Sri T-anlca 


City Breaks 


euro tours 


Paris 

3 Sear from 

£119 


Bruges 

4 Star front 

£129 


IMAMCimMaL Otter. 


Brussels 

S Start from 

£139 


0181 289 8889 

euro tours TTA T7G30 


Bruges 

City Breaks 


Bmjra ki Bdpum from me otour 
amforufah. oqr cnxre jp^uimu. 

Pham 01502 502 605 
U n otnAini 


: RANCL 
« ITALY 
PECIALS 


yCayButesCgl iwrtefcfc 

[ Euqm 1W7 EMhrmN 0M 

LUPUS TRAVEL LTD. 

0171 30® 3000 

~ta®2 r 


Self Catering 


EAST GBHIAMY B&B and apporv 
mom. Beadfui counvyakto. bmr- 
esUnsi artMtoctuns. 01222 694 
082 


B’fciiimi 


fr£119 PP 
[EWQSTaRaowSMB CtTYCgmE I 
“I™ £129 pp 
|aDflYSBS8ZSTABN 0ra{yTYCBfTra I 

imigsgftg,. 


0114 266 8806 

LOWON omes Ft» CASH FWVMOIT3 1 

B.*n» Manila 
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Mauritius 


BEACHCOMBER 


MAURITIUS 



are the specialist 
tour operator to 

Mauritius and feature 
seven of the most 
exclusive resorts on 
the island! 

For the best 
accommodation. 
unrivaSed service, 
unsurpassed cuisine 
and the frost 
sporting faeflittes 
cafl us on 


01483.533008 


* 

BEACHCOMBER • 


or conta c t your local 
independent travel 



SRI 


\K 


A SPECIAL 
PLACE 


CAPE TRAVEL is 3 srna!l specialist tour 
operator with a big reputation and '/pars n 
experience in arranging quality prooramm 
t^nnd'yoija, travellers in the Indian Ocea 

ual! tne spedajis^ now f 0r detajis Q , an 

’•ji-of-the-oreinary experience m this H 
special place. " \ 

THE CAPE TRAVEL CO. LTD. £ 

0181 943 4067 (Fax 0181 943 408 
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Presents for the future 


idge in a pear tree won't 
far. The gift for the 
who has everything is the 
fortunately, writes Simon 
veritable globe of travel* 
presents can be found. 


i gift vouchers . 

international coach operator Eurohnes 
0 143219) sells gift vouchers in denora- 
ioos of £10 and £20 - one of the for- 
and two of the latter would be more' 
enough for a London-Paris return. 


Airline gift vouchers 
Afl right, so airlines don't sell gift vouch- 
ers - but they do the next best thing. This 

is a Miscellaneous'Chargos Order (MCO). 
made out in the beneficiary’s name to a cer- 
tain value and exchangeable for air trans- 
port. In theoiy an MCO can be had for as 
little as £1, though these days that will get 
you nowhere fast BA's lowest adult fare 
is £13, between Westray and Papa Westray 
in Orkney. 

An MCO issued by an lata aiiiine can 
be used on other carriers. If the gift 
proves to be unwmited, then a full refund 
& possible providing you have paid in cash. 


Fear of flying class 

If the love of your life refuses to soar to 
the skies with you. then offer to take the 
anxiety out of aviation. Aviatours (01252 
793250) runs one-day courses based at 
Heathrow (next one 2 1 Febtuaiy) and Man- 
■ Chester (28 Ffebniaiy). 

. . A senior British Airways training cap- 
tain and psychologists spend the first part 
of the day putting fears to rest The course 
culminates in a 45-minute, “round the 
houses flight in a Boeing operated by a 
specially selected crew. The success rate 
is 98 per cent. High-priced Heathrow 
costs £179; moderate Manchester £149. 


Keeping to time 

RatekPhUippe has just hunched a new watch 
that shows two time zones at once, priced 
m the region of £6,000. The one I use, a 

Caao, cost £24.99; Fm on my third already, 
the first two having met untimely ends, but 
Iwould need to get through another 397 
before a Patek Philippe is justified. 

Thomas Cook doesn’t exactly offer a gift 
S 1 for its ^ schedules, but for 
1117.60 the company wifi supply your true 
love with 12 months of the oldest contin- 
uousty published train schedule in the 
world, the European Timetable. Its bi- 
QMnthly Overseas counterpart costs £58JJ0. 


Go-go, 
or no-go? 

Festivals often provide the raison 
d’etre for travel, showing people 
and places at their most alluring 
and exciting. Sometimes, though, 
they can be a complete pain, 
making transport overcrowded 
and spare accommodation non- 
existent. Simon Colder, Louise Jury and 
Hornet O'Brien provide a guide to 
the pains and gains of various 
festivals around the world. 


Destination: Brazil 

Event: Mardi Gras 

Date: the week up to and including 

Shrove Tuesday, which falls on 24 

February in 1998 

The ultimate street party takes place in 
the nation that lives on the street. For 
the week building up to the start of Lem, 
Brazil goes bonkers, with a frenzy of fes- 
tivities. Some of these are for mall y or- 
ganised, notably the huge three-day-long 
series of parades in Rio, when a dazzling 
sequence of floats decked with dancers 
celebrates the virility aL the core of 
Brazil. Elsewhere, “CarnavaJ" is simply 
an excuse for reckless indulgence in alco- 
hol, ser and dancing (sometimes, alarm- 
ingly, all at once). 

Pain/gain ratio: You will not find 
such an intensity of humanity on any 
street, anywhere, though the Notting Hill 
Carnival (below) can come close. Unlike 
London Wll, though, policing seems to 
be random with a tendency towards non- 
existence. The thieving classes of Brazil, 
active at the best of times, enjoy a week 
of unfet tered robbeiy. People leaving the 
parade in Rio, at least by the route I 
took, had no choice but to run a terrify- 
ing gauntlet of pickpockets who grabbed 
at any loose item - and many that were 
not loose at alL A few days later, in Sal- 
vador de Bahia, I was warned by the ho- 
tel staff not to venture out while wearing 
gla sses. So, unfortunately, p ain outscores 
gain. Similar thrills and threats apply at 
the carnivals in Havana and New Or- 
leans. 


and traffic accidents are frequent in the 
cities. The real gain during Holi is that, 
very unusually for India, no one tries to 
seD you anything. 

Destination: Paris 
Event: Bastille Day 
Dates 14 July 

Arriving in Paris on Bastille Day without 
prior p lannin g is a bad move. And find- 
ing an affordable hotel might prove im- 
possible. 

Pain/gain ratio: The city is a wonder- 
ful backdrop to celebrations. The fire- 
works which traditionally light the sky 
over the Eiffel Ibwer on 14 July are 
splendid. The firecrackers, which some 
Parisian youths think it is amusing to 
throw indiscriminately, are not. 

Destination: Notting Hill, west Lon- 
don 

Event: Carnival 

Date: August bank holiday weekend. 

Veterans of the Isle of Wight Festival in 
1970 always drone on about how that was 
the biggest single-location festival ever, 
but the three-day thrash in London Wll 
each August bank holiday is possibly 
larger. London’s Caribbean comm unity is 
joined by professional partygoers from 
all over the world, for electrifying music, 
exciting food and a selection of intoxicat- 
ing substances. 

Fain/gain ratio: these days, very littl e 
pain - though no sensible participant 
risks turning up with much more than 
T-shirt, shorts and a smalt sweaty wad of 
cash - and much gam. 



Destination: Sydney 
Event: Gay Mardi Gras 
Date: February (main parade is on 
the last day) 

All month long, Australia's largest city is 
the venue for a festival of performing 
arts, sport and community events Even 
though Lent is already under way by the 
end of the month, on 28 February the 
streets of Sydney’s city centre are given 
over to a ribald and raunchy celebration 

for lesbians and gay men at a parade 

more outrageous than in Rio. 

Fainfgain ratio: There has been some 
controversy about whether “straight” 
people should attend, so heterosexuals 
may find the experience not altogether 
comfortable. But gay participants will 
find it a solid gold (lam€?) no-pain gain. 

Destination: Poland 
Event: Easter Sunday 
Date: This fells on 12 April in 1998 
Ifoland on Easter Sunday has the unnerv- 
ing calm of Christmas in Britain 25 years 
ago. Arriving in Cracow on the Saturday 
everywhere is fairly quiet. On the Sunday 
it feds like not a bird is stirring. The only 
activity is at every church where, as befits 
a Catholic country, masses are held al- 
most every hour. Nowhere is open, cot 
even hotel restaurants. 

Fain/gain ratio: One visitor ended up 
m McDonald’s for almost the first time 
in her life. Never was she so grateful for 
American fast food. 

Destination: India 
Event: Holi 

Date: This fells on 13 March in 1998 

The festival of colours is essentially a 
Hindu event but everyone joins in. Peo- 
ple rush around splashing each other 
'ritii coloured powder, everything (shops, 
offices, even tourist stalls) doses at least 
until noon, and as the day progresses so 
does the rowdiness. 

Pain/gain ratio: anyone is fair game. If 
you go out anywhere you must expect to 
be quickly covered in red, black and 
green powder (which takes some time to 
wah off- wear old clothes). In many ar- 
eas this b very jolly, but some women 
lounsts have complained about beine 
groped at the same time. It's best to 6 
avoid gofog out later in the day when 
there’s often a high level of drunkenness 


Destination: England and Wales 
Event: Christmas 
Date: 25 December, but travellers 
are affected for several days before 
and afterwards. 

The birth of Jesus is celebrated through- 
out the Christian world, but in some 
parts of Britain it is taken as an. excuse 
for a near-total national shutdown. For a 
week beforehand, public transport is 
hopelessly overburdened. Then, on 
Christinas Eve, services are wound down. 
On 25 December itself, there is virtually 
no way of getting around without private 
transport. Most trains take the following 
day off, too, and many enterprises re- 
main closed until 2 January. 

• Pain/gain ratio: Any gain to the trav- 
eller is difficult to assess, since most 
events are purely family affaire. 

Destination: the Islamic world 
Event: Ramadan 

Date variable; this year, probably 
starting on 31 December and lasting 
for one lunar month 
The month of fasting is never a brilliant 
time to travel to the Islamic world, since 
the stress engendered by fasting through- 
out the hours of daylight can be intense 
for participants and travellers alike. In 
some areas non-Moslems are expected to 
observe the fast, too. while in public- 
most travellers would, in any event, wish 
to respect rL 

Fain/gain ratio: For non-believers, 
no gam and plenty of pain. Entire na- 
tions ran slow down to an ill-tempered 
crawL The festival at the end of Ra- 
P“«*an. though, is often a hugety reward- 
mgtime to visit - particularly in the Arab 


Destination: Edinburgh 
Hogmanay 
. Date: 31 December 

quote the 

to get into the street party on 31 
Deoemberfiom 8pm. Passes^ vSu- 
le free from the Hogmanay Box Office 
by persona] application or by post”- the 

f ?5 bo* * 21 Market StreeL^Ed- 
°i the <*y centre wifl “ 
rordoned off and part of the A1 dosed 

■"» 

wth music (from the likes of 
Jah Wobble and Salsa Celtica) and^os- 
sibiy with some assistance from strong 
hquor, though the official guide solemn- 
ly warns that “People under the influ- 
ence of alcohol may be refused 
admission.” 

Pain/gain ratio: Transport links be- 
tween Scotland and England are foil to 
bursting before and afterwards. But the 
™ berC “ ■ to ^ much high- 

81 ? e P® 1 * 1161 ««« in Lon- 
don s Trafalgar Square. 


matters 

° f C°nd6 Nasi !im* lo 

««t you £324^ or £38 
SkS'5 bsx 5i mes of wine; call 01858 
*** order ^ 1 December, the 
sumption will begin with the February 
edition, published in January, you wSbe 
sent a gift card to present to the tenefidaiy 
in the meantime. 3 

•n. 


~ tl “P®nrrecaves‘Ahand- 
Membe «hip Certificate 
salable for framing and a brief fllustraled 
history Of the Society”. Pius 12 issues, and 
some excellent maps, for a totZfSTtf 
you wnte tx> the National Geographies*? 
tety, PO Bax 19, Guildford GU3 3BR. 
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'Me Off 


Because we think the world of you ... 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


TakeOff 



(esd. taxes) 

oaewar chin 
tan 


oneway dm 
ftn 

SYDNEY 

£336 

£589 

NEW YORK 

£117 

£161 

PERTH 

£336 

£591 

BOSTON 

£126 

£165 

CAIRNS 

£336 

£639 

CHICAGO 

£157 

£191 

AUCKLAND 

£363 

mn 

FLORIDA 

£175 

£231 

BANGKOK 

£272 

£396 

LOS ANGELES 

£182 

£226. 

HONGKONG 

£244 

£375 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£182 

£231 

SINGAPORE 

£299 

£347 

DENVER 

£231 

£231 

BAU 

£253 

£424 

TORONTO 

£175 

£191 

B0JNG 

£188 

£314 

VANCOUVER 

£291 

£291 

TOKYO 

£311 

£506 

LAS VEGAS 

£226 

£226 


MEXICO CHY 
INDIA 
JO’BURG 
CAPETOWN 
HARARE 
NAIROBI 
DUBAI 
CARIBBEAN 

GENEVA w u, 

AROUND IHEWOflU) £677 


any Mm 
tan 

£251 £388 
£187 £329 
£271 £352 
£327 £352 
£325 £495 
£248 £397 
£186 £297 
£218 £210 
£89 £89 


trail 



ERS 



Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency 


worldwide attention to detail 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 « USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACSRCE48 * ASA £27 
USA CAR WRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAMRMADC WORLQWDE AND NORTH AMBSCABROCHlfflB 


T r E TRAVEL EXPERTS 


USA SPECIALS 

ORLANDO fr £231 WASHINGTON Ir £165 
SEATTLE fr £231 HONOLULU fr £393 

-iETUKf.' FARES EXCLUDING TAXES. MUST SOCK BY 1 4 DECEMBER 
ALL INCLUSIVE CAR HIRE FROM Si 52 PER WEEK. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR NEW TAILOR MADE NORTH AMERICA BROCHURE 


For tbs real tomtom on worldwide 

travel, TraWtoder* Is yow ore stop 
travel shop. 

TraBftoders offers more tow cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyoBe. Experts in airfares smce 
1870, we sas tutor-mate your very 
own package with op to SS% (flscouot 
on hotels and ear hire worldwide. 


tiams'cif. 




Ali cur travel Centres ere opsn Mor-So! *3-6 jrr • Thurs 3-?p*“ • S-.;r. t0-6r.". 

nPrN 7 flAYl to Richmond Road.. Kinq-Mor., Surrey KT 


cBimt.*. . v 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY CF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0177-933 3366 ANYTIME 


mum n i m i o i 


worldwide mans 

SYDNEY flTUffl ft— £589 




PERTH 


AUCKLAND 




HONG KONG 



■ATI 




■ ^>1' 

7^1T»l:lHaroi 



£348 


; £809 "«* 

i SINGAPORE 
■ AIRLINES 

i for departures; 

i 4 Jan -31 M ar 98 
i BflHUflSfl 2 Free 
i flights in Australia 

0181 547 3322 

ASTA A92S6 ATOL3255 1ATA AE (ores ttdusrra of cwpootnna 



CANADA 


BROCHURE hotline 

0181546 4545 


Essmmmm 


■TO 

KJfJifWdrito 



■ i” 


MAIL 

v.rvi.c^ 


Si;:M.V«iL-7Vra 
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IMF 

YJM w.lii'id* 
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USA & CANADA 

0181 546 6000 


Tr ai If in ders does not impose charges on credit cards 


/^ar EaJ\ 


ATOL 1458 


42-50 feris Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 

Long Haul Travel. 

Firsts Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 

Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensvray 
Worldwide Travail 

46 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

’54-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Trawl: 

58 DeansgBte 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6FT 

0171-9383356 

LONDON WB 7RG 

0171-9383939 
0171-9383444 
LONDON W8 GBD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTB1 M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969. 

0161-839 3434 




♦ HONGKONG' 

♦ THAILAND ♦ BALI ♦ 

> MALAYSIA ♦ 

♦ BANGKOK 4- 

♦ SWGAFORE-ft 
♦ INDIA ♦ 

1 

Wa ManRoraMd* ttwbi 
1 ananas fllglit*. 


Canada 


people think the world of us 

and youch travel. . 

■I \r: touch. . 

Um - ...Campus Travel males so 


HOLIDAYS 
FROM £514„ 


USA 

F AKL S FROM 


Lk 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


12 ffgft Aeet AltOA NaolvGUM IW 
Or 

S2Regaft9ncLLaukivW1BQlX 

FAX: 0142042133 «r 0171-287 4S22 

*Rf»rat«l^toaMril»Jiatytep<qto 


JafaataS^ 


£155 


CATUADA 

l-flRVi FROfV 

£190 


Q 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 


TOA#HRilfl.| 


OFFIOALUr APPOINTED! 


TRAvatosunjuKE fwT me 
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\Miizn 

m 

lemEHCEn 

tv 


Including! _ ji _ 

emeiga^.a^tt ^ s , xqji 


£1 Million- 


Ages ft 


•-Hospital Cfch 
Beirfif £10 per day 
■ CuBcdtukaV 
. Cunaflmemupto 
£1.000 

* Loss of Pataport ;■ 
expenses up to ■ 
LlfiOO 

«Tr|J g«j i wK M Hp : 

to £2.500 • 

« P<TKaB»tttofaaUy ■ 
Coveoge bp to . 
CiUffioa 


Premiums i 

30 Days 

Lis ra 

60 Days 

03 M 

90 Days 

C48 


120 Days 

£63 


150 Davs 

£78 

rt 

183 Days 

£95 


213 Days 

£108 


243 Days 

£120 

2 

274 Days 

£132 


304 Davs 

£144 


335 Days 

£155 


365 Days 

£165 


The Travel Insurance Club Ltd; /|| 
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Special Interest Holidays 


Okavango 

JOURS N 5 AFARIS 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays in: 

'• . : '.V. « "V 1 


\z m * 


Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

Seronr wetaiK 
bnp^www^taTmoKDxom 

HI Gadd Home, vfflfj 
Anadia Avenue. r— 
SB London N3 ZTJ T=* 




Tland 

ventures 


Africa, Asia. India, 

South & Central America | 

■ 2 to 37 weeks with 16 
years experience 

■ Unique custom built 
vehicles 


Hotel trips & camping 
trips 


Dragoman 


1 01728 861133 
j www.dragaraan.co-i* 



Overseas Travel 


WHY SHOP AROUND FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE? 

ITS FREE AT LUNN POLY. 

With any overseas holiday over £299. 
Just ask at aay Luo Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

1 better n erv to tret nutty 
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CHRISTMAS 


FLORIDA 4 ALL OVER D5A 
GOA. KENYA & SRI LANKA 
CARIBBEAN & FAR EAST 
CANARIES. MADEIRA A EILAT 
FLXafT S'BOTELS APART MENTS 

FOUR WAYS TRAVEL 
0181 907 0205 

Rctofl Ajmu Cor ATOL Holdts 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NBN ZEALAND SOUTH AMBKA 
CAWBEAN FAR EAST 
MDOLEEAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
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,0171-490 1490 


FLIGHTSEATS 
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^ fi— in.MniniQ 


M^mnrtoba_£89 

Mnarta ere 


wmv fire 

Orlando ei69 


HncM £89 C*** “S 

/USHI^JBmnilEDESlMUBE. 
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0990 239904 



CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

G121 693 9393 
0181 943 9431 
SUNSHARE VACATIONS 


Overseas "fravel 



DNLYOMHJGHT 
DEPT 28 DEC- 31 MAS 


N. YOffl/BOSTON 227 
WASHMTON 227 
ATLANTA 237 
CMCAM 249 
HOUSTDR/DAUAS 277 
LVEBAS/PK0BQX289 
L ANGELES 305 
SAN FRANCISCO 326 
MEDICAL INSURANCE FOR 
USA2WK£234WK£26 
FarMeodKeracfantsanrlMCaD 

9D171 412 0414* 
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Independent and Independent 
on Sunday readers took a 
total of 3.8 million flights 
outside the UK last year. 


Source TQ 199 7 
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01992 501779 
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Yfear round European 
travel cover. 

From 16p a day. 


At £59.95 a year, the security 
of annual cover arranged 
by American Express is 
effectively yours from just 
16 pence a day. To enrol, 
call quoting reference INU31 


Insnrance 

Services 

0800700737 
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SUg Hint LjmAm SWIE 9SL R^ttnd Mamba- IKDOT. 


WHA« Uiese prices it is 
almost like Christmas coming 
a little hit eavfy- Hooray. 
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WALKING HOLIDAYS CAN BE AGONY 

Just think of ft, they give you yow tickets, a hotel voucher or ttro, some marked maps and you’re oil. At every unmarked path 
junction you and the partner have a fight over which one to take, most ot ttie day you're lost, and in the evening a farmhand brings 
you home in his tr a ct o r at least that makes a story Me* day, to and behold, you repeat it aft. What tody, whan you could join a 
reel holiday wfth Ramblers. Wave been doing ft for Sty years and reckon by now wa know how. AO our hOkiays are escorted 
email parties, you don't even have to bring a map or think about the programme, lust be Ihare at the appoin t ed tkne end our leader 
does it at People come back year after year, because our hofldays are so enjoyable. Some efients wrote recently that they thought 
aOout ail Pte wastBd hoffoays they had taken before Ifntfing Ramblers. Have you msted your hoOdsys? Tb get you on the road 
for a real hoftday, request our brochure. Rom a waidng certre in the Lake District, throughout Europe. South Africa, the Americas, 
Australasia. Nepal and tots more. All holidays ara graded. Probably the travel woricTe most readable brochure and we’re harefly 
ever beaten on price. Comfortable hotais, mostly scheduled ights. Try us, you wont regret ft! G 
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r ' siiul save 20% on many holidays \ 

Srcy ITxehjaiige Offer on Holiday Homes £1 = FF10 

of -,SjeU-cavt'tmg holidays and hotels m Franc* ^ Spain 
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GOtALTAB, 
BERMUDA, ALGARVE, 
MADEIRA, MOROCCO, 
TUNISIA. CCURNSET, 
JERSEY, MAKBKLLA, 
MALTA, OOXO. 
COMINO, AUSTRALIA, 


A CRIESES 

* SUPERB seiectioM af 3.4 
A J* tori*. 

■ DAYTIME scheduled 
fUtha. 

■ FABULOUS child duemutft, 
■inric sown, cririratiM 
packages, frtrnidt book 
&/sfcnMdeto 
PisceuBt earth. 

■ Httidajs /root 2 -Si nights. 

■ PK1CE PLEDGE, foacam’l 
baj cheaper. 

H wuim Ba. rev 

01708 888800 

Brodums HotUiw k 

0990 171819 m 

ABTA V78S4 
TOLS78. 
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AUSTRALIA 351 529 
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CHICAGO Ii 3 13 ' 5 

DUBLIN 31 SS 

ERANKFUP.T IS 9£ 

JOT.UHC ISO 315 


MEXICO fr 
MILAN 
NEW YORK 
PARIS ,f.r»-v. 
PRAGUE 
RIO 


■s sense 

to w £rtr 
194 JS7 
59 110 

IC3 159 
59 

AS 159 
170 461 


FUP.T 49 9b JEOUL 734 

3 :i0 14 ’ SINGAPORE 265 

LASANEEfAN »7 259 tqkt0 m4 

j 62 99 ZURICH SO 

S p e c i a 1 '.s 

AUCKLAND from 
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* STA TRAVEL ★ 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


rmb (Mllaa«a|CRltamdMaidranUen.<i«i(i«fii«.steUedfl^tLl«mL 
Paris Earartjr Mi 
Dttti £58 
ABSttrdan S9 
Madrid £99 
Athens £126 

ROIMD THE WORLD: FROM £655 


Loifdcr.-To'.yG- Sydney - sorfacs- Brisbane- L&ndon from £5£9rtn 
plus Vogt. mite tus past - Sydney to Brisbane from x.SZ 
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: Home 

£132 

la rente 

£216 

Sngapwe 

£389 

: NewVavfc 

£162 

Ming 

£299 

Bode Janeiro 

£449 

f Batten 

£162 

Bombay 

£345 

Ha Oi MM 

£469 

i WMmgtan 

£166 

Bangbdt 

£355 

Sydney 

689 

; Las Angels 

£228 

Johannsfawg {368 

Auckland 

£676 


* EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester] 
; EURCPIAR: 01713616143 

e ACOJUMODATXJH • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS; 017 T 361 6160 
i 117 Easton Rued NW1. 860id Bnjmplun Rd SW7. II CoodgsSt VVI, Laklcr. 
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WORK AND TRAVEL ABROAD! 


If you Ve caught the travel bug and want to spend more time seeing 
the world, why not consider working abroad? Let us help you! Over 
seas Jobs Express has helped thousands of people find international 
employment over the last seven years. 

Published every two weeks Overseas Jobs Express carries over 1 ,500 
current International job vacancies, in addition to news, articles 
Internet job-hunting column, travel link, etc. 30+ categories include: 
information technology • management* office/admin • sales/marketing 
* technical • seasonal * cruiselines • secretarial • nanny & au pair as 
well as construction • engineering • medical • and many more. 

A three-month subscription is just £18.95. "b subscribe or get more 
information call 01 273 440220. 


Overseas Jobs Express (1ST), Premier House 
^horeham Airport.. West Sussex BN43 5FF 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


"*"*■ XMAS TORONTO FLIGHTS ★★ 

Deport 1 7 Dec Depart 24 Doe 

£229 £229 

In t.irn on b or 7 Jon Return <m G or 7 Jr.o 


★Orlando 


Haw £139 *10101110 


★Boson 


trom £T59 ★Montreal 


fan £119 


fan £210 


♦New Tort taw £159 *Vancomcr 

★Qttago fan Cl 91 


★Uatogtte fan 
★San Fbikbco fan 
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Air Davaf - Eurostar tickets - 
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WHEN YOUR KIDS LAND, THEY STAY FREE 

reservations 0171 5 Bt net brochure omss ' 85220 , 
contact your travel agent or www.dubmed com 
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Insect-seeking missile: bats use ultrasound to detect their prey. The mouse-eared bat, above, is one of the IS species resident in this county 


Photograph; Wfemer Girth/ And ea 


According to the boffins, it shouldn’t have left the ground 


Awareness of Britain’s bat 
population is very much 
improved. But, writes Daniel Butler, 
there’s still much to learn about 
these strangest of mammals. 


*Thke a good look at your local bats now. 
You’re not going to see much of them for 
the next five months: they re going torpid." 
Chris Thain. of the Radnorshire Wildlife 
Trust, peers through the narrow window 
built into the gate closing off a disused rail- 
way tunnel on the GQfaeh Nature Reserve. 
“I found a natterer's bat settling down here 
last week,” he observes. “It's an ideal 
hibernation site: humid, frost-free and with 
a steady temperature.” 

His interest is indicative of a transform- 
ation in onr attitudes to the largest but least- 
known group of British mammals. Given 
this country’s reputation for pioneer zo- 
ology, it seems remarkable that until 
recently bats were almost totally over- 
looked; the first specialist book on British 
bats was not published until 1946. It was 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 
that realty got things going; “This gave pro- 
tection for the first time.’’ explains Tbny 


Hudson, senior conservation officer at the 
Bal Conservation Trust. “There was a huge 
boost in interest, and dozens of local bat 
groups were formed almost overnight." 

The result was that amateurs began to 
add significantly to scientific understand- 
ing: “Bats used to be considered hard to 
study but in fact they are easy if you track 
them down to their roosts - particularly if 
you use ultrasound." says John Messenger, 
of the Vincent Wildlife Trusts. 

He illustrates the shortfall in knowledge 
by pointing out that when be started his 
present job in 1984 there was only one bat 
species on the Radnorshire mammal list; 
10 others have since been discovered. 
Indeed, it was this sudden interest that led 
an amateur hat watcher to notice that his 
local pipistrelles had two ultrasonic call 
ranges. This was followed by further tests: 
“They look identical, but DNA testing 
shows them to be more different than tigers 
and lions," says Messenger. This means 
Britain’s 14 resident bats will soon become 
15, once the newcomer has been formally 
named and catalogued. 

Similarly, it was enthusiasts, such as 
Ginni little, of the Penzance Bat Hosp- 
ital, who noticed that “vagrants" (blown in 
from Europe by storms), were significant: 


property - becoming active during warm 
speQs throughout the winter- most are now 
becoming torpid at the end of a frenetic aut- 
umn spent hunting insects. Those still vis- 
ible are likely to be this year’s youngsters, 
trying desperately to build up body £al for 
the lean winter months ahead. However, 
as temperatures fall and insect numbers 


“A local tree surgeon brought in an im- 
mature male Nathushis pipistrelle.” she ex- 
plains. “Because it lakes two years for these 
to reach sexual maturity, this meant it must 
have been born here." Other records 
soon confirmed that it was relatively wide- 
spread: now it’s an official migrant. 

Although many bats don’t hibernate 


NATURE NOTE 


For anyone who wants to watch wildlife, the most important precept is to keep 
stm. By walking straight through a wood, you clear the ground ahead of you; but 
if you sit down and remain motionless for a while, you become part of the scenery, 
and greatly increase your chances of seeing some memorable sight. Out in the coun- 
try, nothing attracts attention like movement Tb a static observer, one flick of a 
deer's ear will betray the fact that a large animal is standing in a thicket otherwise 
unseen. Cats and foxes employ stillness as a form of attack, crouching motionless, 
and therefore unnoticed, as prey comes into range; but many animals and some 
birds instinctively use immobility in defence. A pheasant surprised out in a field, 
will crouch down and not move a musde till danger passes. A squirrel disturbed 
by passing humans runs up a tree, flattens itself on a branch and does not shift 
again until the coast is clear. Tb numerous wild creatures, stillness is salvation. 

Duff Hart-Davis 


plummet the animats will spend more and 
more nights resting in hibernation sites. 
Abandoned mines, caves and culverts are 
favoured by most species, but others, such 
as the noctule. prefer hoUow trees. 

Such hibernation patterns are probably 
better understood than bats’ mating habits. 
Although gestation is only three months 
long, births occur in June. This is thanks 
to delayed fertilisation, whereby females 
store and nurture male sperm cells with- 
in their bodies through the winter. How 
they overcome rejection by their own im- 
mune systems is still not understood. 

The heavily pregnant females also 
manage to hum while carrying a foetus that 
can weigh more than a quarter of their own 
body weight. Once bom, the youngster is 
raised on the richest milk of any terrestrial 
mammal and, depending on the species, 
within three to six weeks it is hunting along- 
side its mother. 

For most people the pipistrelle is much 
the most likely bat to be encountered. This 
is mainly because of its fondness for mod- 
ern buildings. Any bat seen emeigipg from 
the eaves on a summer evening is almost 
certain to be a pipistrelle (although such 
roosts are abandoned in winter for more 
thermostatically stable subterranean lairs). 


•Like ail our bats, they are insectivorous, 
hunting with ultrasound, principally at 
dawn and dusk, making use of high-fre- 
quency echo-location to detect their prey. 

. Although the principles are now well 
understood, until recently it was a puzzle 
bow such a liny creature manages to fly while 
carrying a powerful echo-location device. 
This was calculated to be as aerodynami- 
cally “impossible” as the flight of the bum- 
blebise, until it was discovered that the same 
muscles are used for both flight and sound- 
generation. Even so, scientists still do not 
fixity understand how bats predict when bunt- 
ing fbimys will burn up more calories than 
they produce. Thus, even on a summer 
evening bats may choose to roost if insects 
are scarce, yet they may hunt at midday dur- 
ing a mild January. So ifyourkxal bats have 
already disappeared, it is temporary - you 
may well see them before Easter. 

Where to jtf,d out more about bats: ‘Bats' by 
Phil Richardson (Whittet Books, £7.99) is an 
excelknl general guide. The Bat Conservation 
Trust produces- afieeleafletsendsae to 15 Clois- 
ters House, 8 iktttetsea Park Road, London SB'S 
4BG. Anyone jrndwg an injured batshauidcorv- 
tact the Penzance Bat Hospital which runs a 
24-hour help fare (0173&-365687). 


$ ‘The punters are surging up and 
| down the aisles like spring tides’ 


The setting: a huge Christmas fair 
near Malmesbury. The challenge: 
to sell copies of your own book. 
The technique: think of yourself 
salmon-fishing... 

Without raising my head I can see a 
woman steering straight for oui table. A 
day and a half at this game have taught roe 
that timin g is vital 

It’s exactly the same as salmon-fishing: 

when you feel a fish take your fty, every in- 
stinct tells you to strike - but in fact what 
you must do is wait. So, now, I tell myself, 

do not look up too soon. Here she is. in front 
of our left-hand show-card. I raise my head 
and give a glowing smile. 

• ’VVkste of time and effort. The woman - 
a large, middle-aged person, wearing a 

daik-green cardigan fflKlddrt -is faring ade- 

ways at the card with an air of incompre- 
hension. I see her lips mouthing the title of 

When the Country to Town. 
“What’s it about?” shebarics, in a sharp 

baritone. .. ' * 

“Well - the countryside marches, ano 

the raDy in Hyde Park on 10 July." 

. “Is it any good?” . ■ 

What the heQ is the answerto that. Al- 
ter rapid sifting of various alternatives - 
“Brilliant”, “Rubbish" -I come up with the 
feeble “Not a lot!" - 

- She grabs a copy and glares again. Just . 
as I am# comity deciding 
terest in country affairs, she suddenly says. 

“AD right - HI have five." 

Five copies at once! Ye gods a bo- 
nanza. A peep into the customer s bag re- 

££££ is stuffed with £20 notes .My 

publisher, David, takes her money wbfle 
I scribble five signatures ofl the i 
- and then we both eagerly scan the 


Howard. To nave . 

simply with your name on them, you must 


be a big cheese - and she is: by her own 
efforts she has raised some £350,000 for 
charity, and her fairs make £50,000 a year 
for charitable causes. So the road signs say 
simply “Mary Howard", funnelling fans into 
Hullavington airfield, near Malmesbury. 

The fcrir is in one of the hangars: an amaz- 
ing structure about 300ft long, nothing but 
a gracefully carved root which sweeps 
right down to ground level on either hand. 
Inside, the press of punters is terrific: wild- 
eyed, and 98 per cent female, they surge 
up and dovm the aisles like -spring tides. 
When word comes round that today alone 


DUFF 

HART-DAVIS 


nearly 3,000 have paid the £4 entrance fee, 
I can well believe U. ■ 

But how does one engage their atten- 
tion? Jump up and down? Gesticulate? 
Shout? Smirk? Look the otherway? Grin 
like an ape? Stand up? Sit down? 

Professional shop-keepers doubtless 
have their methods, but for a beginner, the 
uncertainty is helL David has a theory that 
it is essential to keep our table well 
stacked with piles of copies - a state of play 
which (a cynic might remark) is afl tqo easy 
to maintain. 

My mindwandere to the disused airfield 
outside. I keep thinking how, over in East 
Anglia, the Thuriow Hunt has just won a 
major conservation award for its rehabil- 
itation of a Second World War bomber 
base : there, volunteer workers have bro- 
ken up the old runways and returned the 
land to grass, com and trees. Will that ever 
happen here at Hullavington? Orwifl the 
vast, level expanse be used for houses, in 
preference U) more scenic areas, as many 
people feel it should? 


Look out, though. Concentrate. Here 
comes an obvious countryman: red lace, hefty 
build. He takes one look at the book and 
says. “I should think that’s pretty boring.” 

For a moment I am speechless. Then I 
come back with, “It’s fairly light, anyway". 

Bright blue eyes fasten on me. 

“In fact," I blunder on, “it’s so light you 
more or less have to hold it down to read 
it." 

No spark of amusement softens that 
stare. Off he goes, dearly with the im- 
pression that I am crazy. 

Feeling in need of a stiff whisky, I mut- 
ter to David; “No more jokes", and square 
op to a girl of about 16. Even if she is pen- 
niless, at least she has a lively face. 

“Were you at the rally?” 

“Of course!" 

“And on one of the marches?” 

“The day from Stow-on-the-Wold.” 

“Great!” . 1 

Immediately she buys a copy for her boy- 
friend. “He wasn’t in Ftyde Park,” she says, 
“so please write something realty rude in it" 

“What - like l Up yours*?" 

• “Not as rude as that." 

She settles for “Mark - Where were 
you?”.. Then suddenly she says, “Ob, look. 

I need two more". She pays cash, profess- 
es herself deigned, and is gone. With time 
tostudy the throng,we notice the same peo- 
ple coming past again and again. They are 
in slow orbit, searching for Christmas pre- 
sents with ever-increasing desperation. 
3evcral raise my hopes by veering in towards 
us, but then ay out “Where’s the canteen?" 

By 530pm, after' seven hours on duty, I 
have had enough. I decide 1 am not cut out 
for selling. 

Napoleon famously dismissed England 
as “urte notion de boutiquids”. But did he 
realise what physical stamina shopkeepers 
need, to stand around all day; what men- 
ial reserves they must have, to combat lack 
of trade, boredom and insults? I salute 
them - even if, at the same time, l am 
profoundly glad that my stint behind the 
counter is over. 


Sometimes its 

EASIER TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU PONT LIKE 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthome Hotels and Le Shuttle 



If you teD your 

' prtfaend 

VOtyhedifa* 


When you have a problem, it's die 
most natural thing in the world to want to 
talk it through with someone. But who? 

That's where The Samaritans come in. 
We’re discreet, sympathetic and completely 
unshockable. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 
or you can e-mail u$ on io@sarroritans.org 

The Samaritans 


W 

COPTHORNE ■ 

Make Christmas To enter, simp.lv dial the 

shoppmg less stressful number below; and leave 

the 3 star Copthome lowing question, 

Calais Hotel \ 


The Hotel is 
conveniently situated by 
the Channel Tunnel 
Terminal and Cite 
Europe shopping 

complex which offers a 
wide choice of 1 50 
shops and boutiques, 
ideal to finalise your 
Christinas shopping. 

The weekend break 
includes a two night stay 
in one of the luxury 
Connoisseur rooms, 
with breakfast, a meal for 
two in the hotel 
restaurant and a free 
bottle of champagne to 
celebrate. 

You can also take full 
advantage of the Hotel's 
excellent health and 
leisure facilities. 


Q: What is tlve star 
rating of the Copthome 
Calais? 

0930 563 564 

All Independent readers 
are eligible for a special 
rate of £45 per person for 
an overnight break at the 
Copthome Coquelle 
Calais. Price includes one 
night bed & breakfast & 
return Le Shuttle ticket 
based on two In a car, valid 
until 23/12/97. 

To book call Le Shuttle 
Holidays on 0990 353535 
and quote “The 
Independent Promotion*'. 
Prices are based on two 
people sharing a room. A 
limited number of rooms 
are available. 
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The great Christmas barn bonanza 


Britain’s biggest Christmas 
spectacular takes place In a 
tucked away village. Louise Dufpdd 
went to the opening night. 

If someone asked where in this country you 
could find the largest Christmas show, few 
would suggest a venue outside of London. 
There would be even fewer who would sug- 
gest Norfolk. And if anyone said “in a mus- 
eum bom in a remote village”, then it could 
only mean one thing - that they’d already 
been privileged to see one of Thureford's 
Christmas spectaculars. Billed as the largest 
Christmas production in England, the 
Thursford Spectacular is quite some festive 
sight But what is all the more remarkable 
about the show is that it is staged in an enor- 
mous bam which, for the rest of the year, 
is home to a collection of steam engines, 
organs and fairground memorabilia. 

The Thursford Christmas Spectacular 
started as a small-scale carol concert 20 
years ago and has become so popular that 
every show is a sell-out, and visitors travel 
from all over the country to see iL 


It is the variety of the Thursford event 
that is unique: nowhere else can you see 
such a combination of choirs, singers, 
dancers and musicians. The organist from 
the lower Ballroom, Blackpool, sits along- 
side musicians from the band of the Prince 
of Wales’s Division (Lucknow) on the 
programme, while the Thursford Dancers 
put their interpretation on such pieces as 
“Lord of the Dance”, “Rockin’ all over the 
Wbrld” and “Dance of the Snowmen”. The 
St Nicholas Choir, a bagpiper and a harpist 
are also vital parts of the production, not 
to mention the live turkey, basket of fer- 
rets and dove flypast 

It takes three weeks to turn the home 
of The Thursford Collection into a 
sparkling winter wonderland of glitter, tin- 
sel and lights. The barn itself contains 20 
steam engines, a magnificent, 100-year-old 
fairground gondola switcbback ride, a 
mighty Wurlitzer organ, and a host of mus- 
ical fairground organs. A further 30 engines 
are awaiting restoration. 

The seed that was to grow into this 
unique collection was planted when the 
founder George Cushing, now 94, visited 
a traditional fairground as a boy. He was 


amazed and bewitched by the steam engines, 
which sparked off a life-long passion for the 
huge, hissing objects. As a young man he 
saved every penny he had and bought a 
second-hand traction engine, and worked 
as a contractor. He still has that machine 
-and dozens of others, which he saved from 
the scrapheap so that future generations 
could live - the age of steam. The love of 
steam engines bought Mr Cushing into con- 
tact with mechanical fairground organs, 
which he soon began adding to his collec- 
tion. Then came the beautiful 19th-century 
Gondola switchback fairground ride, built 
in the Norfolk fectoryofthemeriy-go-rouDd 
creator Frederick Savage. Today it is pow- 
ered by electricity for convenience, but in 
its heyday it ran on steam. 

But one of the most popular attractions 
at Thursford is undoubtedly the Wurlitzer 
organ - formerly housed in a Leeds cine- 
ma and the fourth largest in Europe with 
1339 pipes. Resident organist Robert 
Wolfe gjves regular afternoon concerts. 

The visitors 

Sharon Lloyd, an office derk, went to tbe 
Thursford Collection’s Christmas Spec- 


tacular with her son Adam, 12, and daugh- 
ter Nicola, eight. 

Sharon: This is probably the fifth time that 
I have been to one of Thureford’s Christ- 
mas shows, and I still think it is so magical. 
I keep coming back because to me it sums 
up Christmas. It has something to appeal 
to most ages, because tbe show switches 
from serious music by the choir to humor- 
■ ous geese strutting around the stage. If you 
don't like one thing, then you don't have 
to wait long before something different 
appears on stage. 

I think it would be well worth going to 
visit Thursford when the Christmas decor- 
ations are down, and the regular attractions 
are on display. 

Adam: I thought the show was greaL There 
was a lot of singing and dancing, and there 
were animals and everything involved. My 
favourite bit was the last bit, where the bal- 
loons came down and the doves flew past. 

The first lime 1 saw the Christmas dec- 
orations, I thought they were very good. I 
liked the shops because they sold a wide 
variety of things. I bought a badge. Some 


people of my age wouldn’t like the Christ- 
mas show because they are into rave. I have 
seen steam engines at the Royal Norfolk 
Show and I thought they were quite good, 
so I may like to come back and have a look 
at the ones they have at Thursford. 

Nicobu I thought it was brilliant because 
it was fun and exciting, and the songs were 
good. It was very colourful and the decor- 
ations were lovely. I had loads of favourite 
parts, but I especially liked the song “Santa 
Claus is Coining to Town”, and when they 
were doing “Lord of the Dance", and the 
bagpipes. I had never seen any bagpipes be- 
fore. I hope I can go again. 1 bought some 
flashing Christmas tree earrings in the shop. 

The deal 

The Thursford Christmas Show is staged at 
the Thursford Collection, Thursford Green, 
Thursford, near Fakenham, Norfolk (01328 
878477). There are two shows every day, at 
230pm and 7pm. until 23 December, but 
the only tickets available are cancellations. 
Bookings for next year's spectacular, from 
12 November to 23 December, are taken 
in writing from 5 January. 


The museum collection is open from 
noon until 5pm from Good Friday to 25 Oc- 
tober, with live musical shows daily from 
tbe mechanical organs and the Wurlitzer. 
Admission: This year’s ticket price for tbe 
show is £1230, or £1 135 for the party rate. 
Next year it will be £13, or £1 1.75 per per- 
son for groups of 15 or more. Under-eights 
are not admitted. Admission to the mus- 
eum collection is £430 for adults, £430 for 
senior citizens, £3.75 party rate and stu- 
dents, £2 for children four to 14, and under- 
fours free. 

Access: Accessible for wheelchairs and 
pushchairs everywhere. 

Toilets and baby-changing: Gean. sev- 
eral of them, but quite crowded at times. 
Baby-changing facilities in the toilet for the 
disabled. 

Shops: Three, well-stocked with good 
quality gifts and locally-made items, but, 
again, quite crowded at times. 

Catering: Several different options, 
including ice-cream parlour, cafe and tea- 
room. A picnic area outside, near the 
adventure playground. 

Education: School trips available, helping 
with modern history and steam. 



THE INDEPENDENT 
Log Effect Bird Box 
- just £8.95 inc p&p 

These superb log effect bird boxes are actually made from industrial 
fibre glass and made to look exactly like tbe real thing. 

Made to stand up to the harshest winters and the hottest of summers, they 
are supported by a ten year manufacturers guarantee. 

Great care has been taken to make sore that the bird boxes are as authen- 
tic as possible, even to the point of making a wooden entrance piece, just 
so that it can be reshaped by the occupants, as it would be normally in 
tbe wild. 

Safe from weasels, magpies, rats, squirrels and cats, the bird box will 
soon attract nuthatch, blue tits, pied flycatchers, coal tits, blue ths. red- 
starts etc. 

Supplied with fhE fitting instructions, this super bird box makes a lovely 
gift for the avid bird watcher. K costs just £8.95 ______________ 

inc p&p. 
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Win a photographic 
assignment and £1 ,000 
of Nikon equipment 


A picture could be worth a 
thousand pounds - but only if 
you're quick about iL Each 
Saturday, our travel pages 
carry thousands of words de- 
signed to inform and inspire 
the traveller, whether of tbe 
armchair or adventurer vari- 
ety. We also use a few good 
photographs. Our belief that 
there are many other excel- 
lent amateur photographers 
out there was confirmed last 
year, when The Independent 
joined forces with Wanderlust 
magazine to stage our first 
Travel Photograph of the Year' 
competition. The quality of 
the entries was outstanding. 

So this year, we have ex- 
panded the competition to 
four categories: the Natural 
World, Action. Face-to-Eace 
and Black & White. We have, 
also brought in one of (he 
most famous names in pho- 
tography - Nikon, the camera 
of choice for many of the 
1996 entrants. 

The top 40 entries will be 
displayed at Destinations ’98, 
the travel exhibition to be 
held at London's Olympia 


■Sf. 


from 26 February to 1 March 
next year. 

The winner will earn a 
package of valuable prizes, 
including one that money 
can't buy: a photographic 
commission from The Inde- 
pendent. 

Nikon will provide the 
winner with an F7Q SLR with 
24- 120mm AF-D lens - worth 
more than £1,000 - while 
Bellingham will provide a 335 
camera bag and Ventile photo 
vest (total value £300 plus!. 

The three winners of the 
other categories will each re- 
ceive a Nikon F50 with 35- 
80mm lens, plus a Bellingham 
Photo Hadley bag. 

You can enter at any time 
before the end of the year, 
but lake the first step now by 
writing in for an application 
form, which includes the 
competition rules. 

lire address is Wanderlust 
(Photo of the Year). PO Box 
1832, Windsor SL4 6YP. Al- 
ternatively, you can complete 
the form in the new edition of 
the magazine, which went on 
sale this week, price £280. 
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DONT MISS TOMORROWS. 


INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

TRAVEL 



A WINTER BREAK IN IRJ 

Jeremy Atiyah visits ancient Mesopotami* 

Plus: How to take your children skiing 
and still have a great time 
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TEL ' 0171 293 2222 
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PERSONAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


v . TO RESPOND TO ANY 

^[cejwsonab ADVERTISEMENT, CALL- 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS 
24 HOURS A DAY! 

(CokcostSOp per minute at all times) 


\M # THE INDEPENDENT ■- 

Voice personals 


TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Yoke personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR UVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
A VOICE PERSONALS* REPRESENTATIVE, 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 


b 



Worn*. 37 . 
Pro*osaana) mate, 

waands- Tf ainc 

DHAGONSLAYra - 

ZTZ . ray. MOkB TDSH.K 
SA. (only those who undor- 
l^appfy). 30 - 4 ^to 
otf her feet 

saa,r * 

sSfES’g'g™": 
SMsflSS Sft 

“xU 5 fyea.^Coa 5 L IT 4 I 7 S 
SEEKING MR RtQHT 
^ honost - 

P]«tworthy. caring, lovtnn. 

P 6 s ? n » * a tan, appeafirw 
male. 24 - 36 !lS^* 

T®J Wsh, P Orel. possible 
romance, caw 

Zr^WU OFUFE 

two. mujftgent tmtneto. enjoys 

SS 1 ‘ hea ™. books 

rata; seeks warm, articulate. 
P f0fe3 stonal main. 49.55 to 
«ro mrd share. London^ East. 
ZT 4 I 7 J 

A WINTER ROMANCE/ 

-Jn Spain? Warm, tall fair 
tnung female graduate; 
People, wild places. 
*nto personal growth. 
“TfHI ™*o. to share 

j Roatfln s / 

~ r.NiriKJNO PARTNER 
creative. wen-educated, pro- 
tesaionai female, loves muac, 
poetry and theatre, seeks confl- 
oent. articulate mate. 40 + to 
®*' e « to rt. BalhyBrtsiof 

area, •g ’414 5 
~ NAIVELY HOPEFUL 
Snghuy bohemian. ex-busl- 
"““roman. 60 s. now relocal - 
ing, seeks solvent, caring lov- 
*2 companion to match her 
adventurous outlook, any 
ranonaftty. Loves travemno. 
muse, reading, eating out, plus 
“ual interests. Southern 
England. TT 4153 

ABSOLUTfcLY FABULOUS 
top of Me but not over 
™ hill (yet), haven’t slopped 
“w 60 s. Independent. 
weU-tra veiled, petite, blonde 
culture vulture, seeks male 
same Ilk (not elkl), GSOH. 
t-ondon area. 'P 4150 

on the first 

DAY OF CHRISTMAS t 
Romantic, lun-towno, moles- 1 

atonal female. 30 . GSOH. < 

enjcqis theatre, keep-fit. Interior ' 

tfecoraling, jazz nkjsic. seeks ; 

ProlesstonaJ. tenter mate. ! 

unddr 40 ,_ great persona Pity, s 

GSOH, rationality unimportant, 
ter friendship possible F 

romance. London only. tf 4205 fi 

PHYSICS GRAD “ 

female, 33 . wtth questions stifl !f 
to answer, once no physics. t 
now Into metaphysics, with a - 
towe of mountain- biking, cine- 
ma and exploring, seeks mate, ■ 
te fota In the tun. London. " 
TT 4186 “I 

SOMERSET AREA « 

Attractive female, early 40 s. m 
own career, teenage son, Ikes 
oft ri» beaten track holidays, q 

seaside wafts. food, wine, » 

good conversation, seeking m 

mate. 38 - 48 . GSOH. Id enjoys £ 

the above wRh. TT 4195 ^ 

1962 n 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS at 
luxuriously decorated, ooraate- 

[ng quaky grits, original jokes, Hu 
but no Cheap paper hat, wants 45 
ram ming from bat, but not just kw 
tor Christens, by dynamic, ten- mi 

dw gentleman, with integrity and spl 

efwdsma. Northamptonshire am 

area. *124197 W t 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Attractive, intelligent, profas- D® 

stonal. brunette female, 40 +. tes 


fretosmphrsy 

glfftog. profetBmnai 
temfflu, enjoys trawl, horse rid- 
" 5 - wing, emoma. conversa- 
*n, nerature. seeks attractive 
fffymate. 4 S-SS.fof Christmas' 
panes, friendships, possible 

rojrw^ DovmvP!)™^ 

based. g 4203 

RAVISHING BLONDE 
Attracti ve female. 34 . -woks 
attaamo. infe&gent soul mate, 
tesoaro cosy nights m and 
«*Dtora iho wort! Cantokfeo. 

ATTRACTIVE, 
EXCITING LADY 
“tetated. single, with GSOH. 
" “f* “ meet handsome, 

pratesswial mate. 33 - 43 . 6 "+, 
wno «s honoit, afloettonato and 
yp ^.kyteetas hJp^ta^ 
£“P- LondoniHome Courtte. 

tT4190 

„ 1 IAONE 
wy styfcsh, 5 lm. protassional. 
Intemgnm. easygoing, tun. 
attract tvo, btonde lemme. STS" 
varied interests, er^oys Mctal- 
wng. seeks tan, handsome 
sporty, professional, mfentgeni 
mate, GSOH. tor friendship/ 
yfetmntJiQ. kfidlands. 1 T 4156 
SUSSEX LADY “ 
Stirn, attractive, educated 
Widow. 6 S+, worm personalty, 
own homefbar. enjoys vtebfea 
ptaccs. classical music, the- 
atre, books, writing, cooks kind, 
bcaocnvcTxotessonaJ gontfe- 
man. with slrmiar Inicrosetege. 
lor caring ratabnnshtp 7 T 41&5 
_ MEW BEGINNINGS 
Creature, pretty, wrtty, wfso 
o&n. dark, holtsuc temale. lata 
40 s. varied reterests, ectedte 
Uisurs, seeks real man. as best 
mottoftoul mate. Hugahumaur/ 
omobonal avaltabffity n&u>« tw 
7 T 417 S 

EXTRA ORDffiARY LADY 
A^teuBural. professional bust- 
hasswoman, 30 and sfin stmts, 
^•oks similar extraordinary 
man, torbnsk wafts In too Beak 
Drama and cosy nights m by a 
|«nng log Ere. Call rm nowl 
TT 4159 


MAME ME LAUGH 
gf^wal. todopendort lady. 
SaOSOH, ergoys an. music. 
B»d«Wig. cooking, walking 
and tr avetang. seeks warm, 
om^on^. npnoet maio. 50 «J. 
tor WondsWp, posstole rotalton- 


CALL MONPAY-FRiDAY 9AM-8PM. 


Don^Fbrget 

fiajt your ovwi VUetf 
. Ptejra»fef odfor TKSon * ] 

0800 2T6 318 

GREOARKAJS 

SAGITTARIAN 

Wonfly-wise femato graduate. 
40 , btondoish, loves squash 
and scuba-tflvmg. where possl- 
Ne. seeks contrasting male, to 

share candMk meata. wfee and 

fun-lovmg romance. London. 

Tf 4 t 73 

BRBTOL 7 

Ow woman and her dog. both 
kVS and enjqu boach wafles and 
nrrakte evenings. Femato, 40 , 
wkh varied bag of Interests, 
seeks IntelUgant mate, for 
friendship and good company, 

S West TT 4182 

100 % GENUINE 
Fun- l oving, warm, professional 
femato, early 40 s, SICT. enjoys 
waking, pubs, theatre, wants to 
■earn id sKlfeaf. H you are a 
similar mate. 40 - 50 . I would 
love to hear fmm you. P 4153 
REAL WOMAN 
Charming, serene, beautiful 
inside and out. 43 . seeks artic- 
utate. successful, attractive 
mate. 40 al 50 s. BV, tor warmth, 
watement and mutual gk™. 

Mancheetet. P 417 B 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Skn, practical, ctowrvto-eadh. 

« mother. 44 . 5 ’B'. studera or 
periormance & art, Bkes day- 
dreaming. dancing, waking, 
reading, animals, music, tee 
aea. tenting beer, seeks some- 
one to grow old with. P 41 B 4 
LIVELY A SPIRITUAL 
ttimorous. loving. Eton femato. 

45 , attemalfvB heakfi merest, 
loves Ete. people, travel, kWh 
nwac. rite sea. meefitatfan and 
spWtuaVpefsonaJ growth, seeks 
amofxxialfy aware man, 38 - 48 . 
Warwicksrare/M 40 /enywhere. 


ARTg TB PALATE 
NEEDS SOUL MATE 
B SSm, dork- haired painter BO 
>- seeks serious load lover aref 
. sfenteatlng com ponton, to onfey 
'■ wOng our m central London. 
- . * 2 ? fef more kikxmarion. 

TT 4 Q 00 

LOYAL AMD CARDIG 
L Fomate. no Van. sSm. vegetart- 

i aa soNenf, enjoys keep fit. 

; S® Wn 9 -. seeks. 

* N®. pnrfesstanal mate. 60 HB 0 . 

tor Mondshlptoossltjte robUon- 

itSjbt Lon * ,an ^ HortB area. 

CLASSICAL OFFER 
Honest outgoing female, MS. 
amst. enjoys reading the c to- 
Ota. COOktng. CttoSKOl ITUISlC. 

woks mate. SOs-BOs. N/S, writ 
stnUar Interests, for compan- 
jonaWp. Dors et a rea, •g ’3946 
LIVELY LADY 

P«rio, todependanr handful, 
woks charming gerttoman, 35 - 
45 , » keep hor In ordor. S 
Mtflanas. TT 39 TO 

YOUNG, FREE AND SINGLE 
Untortunatelyl Vary attractive, 
ston, protoasrenol tomola, 20 
54 *. enjoys singing, dancing, 
puhs. dubs, wine bare, rosiau- 
rams. seeks pood- looking, pro 
tesstarral mate. 32 - 28 , GSOH, 
tor tong-term relationship. 
London area. 7 T 40 Qg 
HOW ABOUT m 
Happy, feisiy tax, 22 , wflh man- 

SteS+TSSSSS 

waks Nottingham area 
2 T 3942 

NO MORE LONELY NIGHTS 
Ftoppy. fun-lovfng fomafe, 1014 . 
40 s, seeks samaona id care, 
ahara and laugh with. Are you 
rile one lor me? 2 T 394 Q 
„ TOP OF THE WORLD 
TaU. fizzy, Intettgorrt, attractive 
lehy woman. 49 , passionate 
about animal rights and Be. 
■w* taking. Slinking, feughtog. 
waging. Seeks Intelligent, 
“cent, wholesome, emottoref- 
ly -I iterate, funny, kind man. for 

love NortoflL gamp 

„ NEED A FUTURE? 

Etogaro. ion, slm, warm, affec- 
tionate widow. 49 . seeks kind, 
successful, professional male, 
47 - 59 , to share books, classical 
music, country weekends and 
ornent events. London area. 
2*3963 

FRIENDSHIP HRST 
Lively, outgoing, protoarionai 

femafe. enjoys travel, horse rki- 
toft aklng. cinema, conversa- 
tion. Bteraturo. seeks attractive, 
w«y mate. 45 - 55 . lor Christinas 1 

patties, frlondship. possible 
romance. Devon/Ffymouth i 

based. TT 3953 , 

DRAWING IN THE DREAMS 
Warm, hterosting, HvBly gradu- f 

ate female, has vacancy In tha 1 

heart department, kx an aahra, e 

Intriguing male. 46 - 52 . with lar- e 

lighted dreams and dynamism 0 

to luHfi them. Cardiff area. « 

7 T 397 S f| 
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Another 
9 ood reason 
totpythe 
Personals? 


GLAMOROUS 
LADY SOUGHT 


( If You me N^anL wadi nT\l 
. for HMWC nwe»c.+-Wt £ 
) oniunr H tio. Tf Yoi/mnn fe 
S Qffl 2 WB*Kri 4 fora ftrrlffc /3 
1 beau+fftil woman XVe never 

f riiet- fcefert to p d r at ob a fy/ — 
deatde tD aj 

ono hove 

(Ss&i 

V-yes.- 
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To place your own FREE personal ad, call ' * 

0 800 216318 

| For FREE five assistance from a Vbice Personds* nepresentative coB Monday-Fricby 9 am- 8 pm 

j Vofeg^tekls 

- Prirsonob* oppeors in The Independent eodr Sctfurday cind in The Indep endent on Sunday 


BT. muscular build, with 
VGSOH, into theatre, sadals- 
Ing. horse riding, genuinely 
seeks good-looking, older 
woman, preferably solvent tor 
fun and lriendshto. TT 4 I 47 
GENUINE AND SPORTY 
Fun-tovtog, ft. active, tnemfiy. 
romantic male, maaira T 8 , 5 V, 
N/S, GSOH, enjoys playing 
football, gym, conversation, 
riming out seeks ton -loving, 
sporty female. 18 - 2 S. GSOH, 
tor laughter, tun nights out 
biendatop possibly more. 

XP 4162 

GET IN TOUCH 
London male, T 9 . GSOH, great 
brand to have, seeks female, 
tor ton and friendship- 1 T 4201 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
Attractive, dark, male graduate. 
23 . seeking a $ 9 m. mtoSgcnt 
female, tor fun, friendship and 
romance. North East mi» 
CALL ME! 

Sensitive mate graduate, 2 a 
seeks kind, caring female. N/S. 
tor lui, friendship, romance. 
Laicestetshlra area. ET 4143 
YOUNG HAM 

Loving male, 30 . seeks caring 
female, 20 - 30 . to share nights 
out dneraa and great timos. 
London. flMiSfi 

YOUNGSTER 

Male. 30 , wth a passion tor fly- 
ing. Vfen Momson, France, 
mountains, Rtoja and hugs, 
ramantiealfy independent but 
looking forward 10 Ming In love 
with a feisty female funster. 


HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

sa^feHrst'.'sas' 

butfct GSOH. BrWrys drama, 
countryside, travel, histoiy. pof- 
Hcs, neks female. 2 S- 45 , tar 
friendship, possible relation- 
ship. Huddersfield area, 
vara 


ROMANTIC MALE... 
... 43 , 511 *. aflm, unpreten- 




LATIN MALE 

One-bve-mHon, sincere, hon- 
est ktteSgert warm, tovlnq. 
generous, faftMul guy, 33 , 
seeks stotiter tamtoe, 20 - 35 , tor 
relationship and bast friend. 
South West based. IMOOT 
MCHOLSON BAKER RAN 
Mato, early 30 s, big Ntetuteon 
Baker fen. BspodaOy ‘Vox', 
seeks sknffar tomato, (or Svely, 
iraeresttog conversation, friend- 
ship, posBfble relationsMp. 

Lancs. -g 39 S 1 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Free aH this month, bind dotes, 
perhaps aaUng, theatre, or 
good foodferina, Oder toctodes, 
good cCTTteanv. athletic, Ntrao 
ttve, protessunal male, 34 . 
ttevenama. TT 3944 

STRIKE IT LUCKY? 

TaB, dark, kiteObem. educated, 
luniijn racktess, rand, charming, 


f you ahodd hove wqureffoife 
obow oiy mpea^tf ouc Vbkw 

^rono^.tir^rfJajMla* 
|fB£E on 0 B 00316 3 lik 

. SEEKMG MR RKSHT 
Attractive. Catholic, warm- 
hearted, home-loving, stnnfe 
tomato, 30 s, enjoys tho era, 
Muntryalde. languapea. seeks 
professional, Christian male, 
40 s. genuine, sincere, and 

ISjaa’iagiraa; 

. WEST LANCS FEMALE 
Lady, tote 30 s, 5 S\ strawberry 
btonde. sffl togood rick. seeks 

Hiiorestod n cricket theatre, 
swimming, to share Beta ups 
end downs. P 3963 

GOOD-LOOKING 
SINGLE MUM 

Souih West, good-tooktog, 
quiet ton, craathfe and sotanL 
stogte mum, 39 , seeks mate 


Buhbto mature, slightly eccen- 
tric. down-to-oarth female, 23 . 
N®. hPD. kilo fikne. waMrigi 
badmtnam, good conversation, 
seeks handsome, solvent male. 
20 - 30 , N/S, tor friendship/ 

romance. OxtoreL Wii old caltor 


5 V. with a warm heart enjoys 
cultural activities, walks, food 6 
wine, Interesting convers at ion, 
seeks sincere, fist professional 
male. 33 - 45 , tor friendshlairefe- 
tionshto, London area. 7 T 414 B 
SOUTH COAST LADY 
Genuine female, 40 -somaihing, 
seeks loving, caring male, simi- 
lar age, tar lasting friendship. 

TT 4 T 80 

ASIAN CRICKET FANATIC 
Fairly tivefy, serious, tart 
relaxed lady, 48 . 57 , gUsh 
SOt Bros gardening, theatre 
trips, comeoy/dramas, rock/ 
cfassfc/bfues music, fanatical 
cricket supporter, seeks profes- 
stonal educated mete, 45 - 50 . 
ufth GSOH. tor Irfendshipireia- 

ttonshio. g 4 i 61 

CARING AND CUDDLY 
Femato, 40 s, Into everything, 
seeks educated male, SOsffiOa, 
with GSOH, tor caring frtend- 


Wuj^ckshlre/M 40 /Bnywhere. 

SOUL MATE REQUIRED 
Down-to-earth, ton-lming, pro- 
fessronel female, 30 . 5 ’UT. 
smoker, seeks fun but sensible 
male. 28 - 10 , GSOH essential, 
tor friendship, maybe more. 
London area. TT 3347 
NO PUCE LIKE HOMER 
Marge seeks Homer, 30 - 40 , (or 
sedentary Die style and small 
amounts of action. Non-fife 
threatening, nw London. 

TT 3982 

POP MY CORK 
BitobfH sweet while wine. 1961 
vintage, seeks mature, warm 
tiarat to make my Christmas 
rosy. Staftordshtie. P 3973 
COULD IT BE YOU? 
WeWgent attrecthre, mfxed- 
rece tomato. 30 s, enjoys (fining 
out cinema, theatre, soctofie- 
tog. seeks kneSgora. attractive - 
rafejpr exploring London Sto. 

TT 3955 

MATURE HALE 
Femato, 30 -somtohlng, Becking 
ton-loving male, who can Btevl- 
ate Bitotoneflness. London 
area. TT »80 


ABSOLUTELY GENUINE 
Loyal, educated, protosstonat 
Aftiacdve gentleman. N/S, 
GSOH. required tor hopefully 
permanent relationship, by 
honest, Independent, motivat- 
ed, seteefive. elm. faminlne. 
Professional, attractive female, 
28 , enjoys country Ho, travel. 
J»^e, equestrianism. Homo 
Counties. B -4007 
NICE GUY 

Odiured. wBy, cuddly, reflec- 
tive, mischievous male, any 


Mire times. 7 T 39 B 4 

, M© SUSSEX 

Attractive, warm, creative, vital, 
axpresahm. caring woman, 43 , 
toves laughing, countrysfala, 
“WatreArpera, conversation, 
roa^ng. aaeka hteagent, soft, 

tot^i. creative man, 40 s, who 
tougtts but is serious loo, Id 
g xgora together 1 T 39 e 2 
UVELY A SPIRITUAL 
Humorous, loving, aflm f emote, 
45 . alternative health therapist, 
tovas Be. people, travel, Irish 
muete, the sea, meditation and 
epbttuai/Jwrsonal growth, 
seeks emattonalfy . aware man, 
38 - 43 . MsavtferwJcksMrefeny. 

where. ’ 2*3965 

ROMANTIC INSCEAN LADY 
Looking for carfin male partner, 
60 - 70 , N/S, QsSri, lor pernta- 
nentfaving relationship. Good 
toodAnuslc, BodaH 3 teg-tnter- 
twtoed with caring fenfty, K 
won! be a dun fife but a home- 
ly me. North E ast Surrey. 


„ TILL THE END OF TIME 
Fair, slim, Individualistic, cre- 
ative. compassionate, tall, 
attractive female, 40 a. hazel 
eyes, aeaks attractive, slim, 
spontaneous mala, 38 - 50 , 
with width, depth, affection, 
lar ^me anlngtul relationship. 

REDHEAD SEEKING LOVE 
Jewish tomato, seeks profos- 
atonal. creative, inteiectuaJ 
nrato, 5060 , to explore afi that 
Ha and London has to offer. 

^791 

UVELY AND ADVENTUROUS 
Slim female, 45 , er^oys travel, 
spom, cosy nights to. seeks 
Christian male. 40 - 65 , who 
enters We. tors tasting relation- 
^Genuine catfera only. 

•P 3798 ' 

_ bright and LIVELY 
Vtou W« be 45 - 52 . graduate, 
man of reason, Gopttsticsaed to 
«??” ?W Iwety. active 
rtriflued bv us of thtogs. Me, 
slim temale version of too 


LITTLE MtSS IMPATIENT 
Are you 6 II+, fair, afitn. torvtov- 


IF YOU LIKE PINA COLADA? 
On Qotting caught In Itra ran. 
you are probably an eclectic 
mix of perconafity. contradiction 
and sensAvtty. This warm, fivo- 
Jy. N®. brown-eyed girl, would 
fee to meet you. %rkshire. 
1T3759 

” CAUJNG I 
Pemate, ih ouflhttiA sometimes 
chaflwiging. always optvnistk: 
and imercsting do be with, 
erjoys cycling, talking & my 
writ seeks mete, 4 S- 60 , mtn 
pwktve, aneraatic outlook Nth 
Shropshire, Nth Wales, Sth 

Cheshire. TT 3772 

MDEPEWENT 
ACTIVE LADY 

Yosig 51 , sfinn, attractive. N/S, 
own rnme/Carfeuccessfel bust- 
nros, Imres anbnato, travel, 
countryskfa. sunshine, to hon- 
est, tactito, always snulng. tom 
boy at heart, ful of surpnses, 
““mg sunUar btee^eaned 
{jonttern an. under 54 , NW. 

~ WARfCKSHtRE LADY 
toll, blonde female, iouss cud- 
rites and laughs, with many 
toteroas, seeks heppy, sensi- 
tive mate, 50 s. to rSate to and 

havatunwlth. TT 3732 

thnkmg partner" 
Creative and watt -educated, 
professional tomato, loves 
music, poetry and theatre, 
seeks confident articulate 
mtoe, 48 +v to chare affection. 
Bath/Bristol area. P 37 B 3 
„ BRING ME SUNSHME 
Creattva. totoKgent, wmy, ally, 
young woman. 30 . seeks stai- 
ter, attractive male, 25 - 35 . A 
certain degree ot empettiy wfth 
and too abtty to do 
25 Woreca ro 0e ' 6 Pap er bag 
trick preferred! tr 37 fO 
^ 1950 s FEMALE 
Mmtfeand attractive, in good 
condition, but In need ol further 
care and attention, into good 
tood, wine and waks on toe 
«»ch, seeks earing mate. 30 - 


^ ANY SINGLES LEFT? 
Fema le, 29 , odd one out 
amongst couples, seeks gen- 
imw, outgoing bloke, N/S, tor 
tnands hip/romanca. Staffs 

TT375S 

HAPPY ft 

NOM-MATERIAUSTJC 
Lovely, frienisy, gentte. w 
gatic, tan, mature female. 48 , 
seeks tall male, lor ratationshto. 
Manchester based. tT 376 Q 
STILL SEARCHING 
Etegent. fenny, adventurous, 
woU-traveXed. postgraduate 
temale. 32 , likas waking to 
fflWhmMe. sailsig. conversa- 
tion, good toodhwie, seeking 
ta n, pro lessionai male. 30 + 

W3797 

ESSEX AM> SUFFOLK 
OUhmdly confidant, inwanSy 
shy. no attachments, seeks 
aOtori mate, preferably tall, con- 
fident. affectionate, laughs eas- 
ty can be sonhistiealed, ikes 
to ttavel, I fika motoroy dl ng. 
mum, otives, beer, cats arid 
real fires. 1 T 3742 


„ PROFESSIONAL GENT 
TaB. ft. stim, GSOH seeks 
mfe*»rt. sfimtah lady, up to 
50 , NS, twig within 1 hour of S 
Bucks, tor fen, laughter and 

friendship. 7 T 43 Q 3 

FOREVER FRIENDS 
Fk mate. 40 s, from Famham. 
feeling fabutously handsome 
and weff-off, curious lor an the 
mysteries ot fife, soaks female, 
3 QS- 4 QS, to fUfil He in (abutous 

Places. g4198 

AVAILABLE NOW 
Professional, fit, presentable, 
articulate, sociable mate. 48 , 
geeks special lady, to share 
jfiefc finer moments. Aberdeen/ 
Perth. V 4172 

AMMAL LOVER 
Sokrent mate. 45 . 510 -. brown 
hair, blue eyes, stan/tnerfium 
hu 3 d, smart appearance, N/S. 
raeks petite, mterasting lady. 
37 - 45 , with GSOH who can 
give and receive kxtos of afiec- 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


a jnSvELLER RETURNS “ 
Awactive. Mtm. brunette 

romantic ftnrure, seeks hand- 
eonw, professional, outootog. 
gfegonate mate. 35 , 57 %/* 
Wwteship possible relattan- 
London/S Coast area. 


PEACEFUL RURAL HOME 
Hectic London career. 
Succ es sful but nan-malertaSs- 
tic. salt-aware guy, open, warm, 
affectionaiB. oh! arid attractive. 
Offers friendship and love to 
toWgutog. petite ted» 24 - 34 . 

tt 4143 

TALL GUY 

Mate. 39 , N/S, enjoys toe great 
wfepore. seeks femato. tar fann- 
iMtino relationship. Bradawl. 
TT 4 fB 7 

THE USUAL SUSPBCT 
Professional male, 40 , seeks 
swtinarest tody, tor romance. 

DEFINITELY NO ANORAK 
Charming, considerate mate, 
young 45 . with GSOH not bor- 

a . seeks sMm female, up to 
NIS. Surrey. P 4 lBfl 


4 A NS. W>; ^ ^ 

SOUL MATE WANTED 
Profeastonal, Mack male. 49 , 
rated interests, seeks slim, 

3255 . ST&n 

sggr p ^ w, »- 


HAPPY ft CREATIVE 
Dark male writer. 31 . 5 * 11 * 
seeks Mnd female, 25 - 35 , with 
GSOH whodoesnl want to be 
alone anymore, just like me. 

London. 7 T 4177 

ATTENTION WOMEN 
Your ideal men Is (a> tali, (b| 
humorous, (c] early 30 s (d) 
Professional, (e) attraeftre, or 
(0 afi ol Die above. II your 
answer is (I). please cafl. 

London based. 1 T 4151 

MERINGUE 

Wium, fen. outgoing. OK-took- 
Ing male. 37 , 6 '. eclectic tastes, 
arts, eyefing, waiting, neafy 
WBdarian ete. seeks simi t a r 
fenate. far friandshipfretetton- 
ship. London area TT 4199 
EXECUTIVE 

^ WITH REAL EMOTION 
Stnoere, ratmarkai, handsome 
mate, 37 , B’. dark hair, seels 
reciprocally affectionate, emo- 
tionaMyoperysfim. taU. etegart, 
fetaffy attractive tamale. 25 - 37 . 
no ties, tor deep, meaningful 
ralatiorihlp. Manchestar/NW 

area. TT 4191 

__ MYFAVOUHfTE 
PLACE IS MDONESIA 
™™ang. 38 . prnfeesional 
mate. 6 T-. loves travel, ptwtog- 
rogfry. music; seeks attractive 
lady companion, tar all file's 
travels. TT 4204 


Our friendly c^erotore are waiting to help you meet that special someone! 

They are available 9 am- 8 pm Monday to Friday a nd will - 

• help you write your advertisement 
■ advise you on how to get the best results 
m answer any questions that you may have 

Meet someone special, place your ad today... for FREE! 

0800 211 005 


J TAKE ME AWAY 

Fit barrister. 30 , with romantic 
filusions, seeks slm. Interesting 
female, tor a tong sentence. 
Bodtantahur;, 175 
I HANDSOME 

. Tail, ton, upper-class chap, 39 . 

J sacks seriously beautifel, sdtoi 
female, 20 s. wtth aturanfeg per- 
sonality and looks to match. 
P 4158 

i IDEAL PARTNER 

. Caring, honest, loving male, 38 , 

51 CT, medfem bufid, Bros most 
things, seeks special female, to 
Share good times wtth. South 

East TT 4164 

CREATIVE PROFESSIONAL 
Good-looking, spontaneous 
male. 39 , seeks younger, 
attractive (emotoAftidred row. 
want jftga ngfe tt 4 tfla 
MCE GUY 

Slm and attractive, tale 30 s, 
brown hair, blue eyes, seeks 
femato . with own intaests and 
ideas, tar tun and rom an c e 
London. S 4181 

PROFESSIONAL 
AND EDUCATED 
Sftn. Christian mate, youthful 
40 . own home, seeks female 
companion, to share Be and 

■xoresfa. Kant P 4170 

WAITING FOR A REPLY 
Professional mate 48 . enjoys 
torotgn trank cfea m aa. jazz, 
countryside waking, eating out 
seeks female 35-45 wtth stoflar 
■itarasts for friendship/ 

romance, <24148 

NICE BUT DIM 

Thoroughly good biota, 35 , 
5 * 11 , seeks top female, tor 
lovely romance. CheimSord. 
TT 4169 

good-looking 

ft GENUINE 

Good-looking, honest male. 2 B, 
Btos pubs, dubs, cinema, 
sodaiefrig. seeks female, tor 
poaafete relationship. 7 T 3874 
SINCERE MALE 
Attractive, slm, prolemkmal 
"WtojZI. 511 ", quiet; eesygo- 
tog disposition, enjoys sports, 
art ft crafl. nig fits in, cinama, 
seeks genuine, sfim, good- 
fookrng female, 20 - 28 . for 
friendship, possible refettori- 
Shlp. TT 3995 

WORCESTERSHIRE MALE 
Professional male, 29 . seektog 
slm, French-speaking girt, 18 - ! 

35 , tor fen times, passibto rota- 

ttonship. IWrefl j 

INVETERATE TRAVELLER . 1 
Attractive, eclectic, profession- 1 
el male, 29 . GSOH seeks Iree- 
splritod, intelligent female, tor , 


tunny, rocktoes, fend, charming, 
relaxed, gentio, striUng-kxjking 
male, 35 , Bees travotSng. seeks 
affectionate, imeflgsriL inde- 
pendent, professional femato. 
lor co mpanionship. Staffs. 

*013975 

ELIGIBLE MALE 
Ybu are warm, taring, inteS- 
gent and tamale, you five Vs to 
fife tod, tare beauty, you fka 
theatre, outdoors, you look 
alter youtseff and love efftfien. 
Mala, 36 . seeks yea SW area. 
TT 3968 

SMOKING LADY SOUGHT 
Tail male, 36 . Bros irarsic, pubs, 
horsp-racing, country /coastal 
walks, Alan Partridge, John 
Shuttieworth, seeks female 
smoker, 28 - 40 , for possible 
romance. 5 London. TT 3881 
SEBONG ADVENTURE 
Tbt, slim, (Ur, witty, unconvon- 
tional, IT professional, 36 . Ikes 
jazz, sldmg. theatre, tennis, 
WvU,. seen Ivory. toteagenL 
Christian female, 2030 , tor 
adventure, romance and com- 
mitment. West London. 
TT 3977 

BRISTOL MALE 
Relaxed, easygoing, fit. &oF 
wnL professional male, 36 . 
ff 2 - btondfetoe. N/S. enjoys 
the berwfis d the city and the 
toys of (he countryside, seeks 
Ik e-mi r?ded femato. similar 
ti p*, far ftfandshfe/retotkwshto. 


FRIENDLY 

Handsome, professional chap, 
40 . west London based, wide 
range of Interests rnduding 
travel and groan issues, seeks 
attractive, tfiullgert lady, 50 - 
60 . wtth a zest tor Be. *33994 
MBJDLE YOUTH 
. A happy mix of entertainment 
and home-loving male, 44 , 
aeaks any female, with sknflar 
fntarests. please reply London 

stea. *tt 3985 

MAKE MY DAY 
Mato, fare 40 s, needs N/S, 
quet, home-loving, brainy girl- 
friend, not a mother, big sister, 
wtfaL who praters in to out, 
ertfoys sociology, alfied sd- 
encoG. I prefer a logical realsL 
to a romantic. SE Lenten, Nth 

KanL P 3852 

CARING HALE 
Attractive, youig. sim, educat- 
ed, unpretentious, stncsre 
male, 46 , SIB”, brown eyes, 
enjoys dogma, cyding. couv 
trysldo. altemattve therejriaa, 
seeks sfim. N/S femato soul 
mate, 34 - 44 , to lasting rate- . 
ttonship. London. 2 T 3754 
DESIRABLE MALE 
Almost Christmas and sttii no 
offers of paniomlmel Realty 
nice, charming, handsoma, 
conskterate guy, wflh GSOH, 
aeeke special lady: 32 - 42 , N/S, 
tor good times, forget the bad 
times. Qufftod/SW London. 
g 3971 

PROFESSIONAL MALE 
Tel, sfim, profeastonal mole, 
late 49 s but yuung-at-hearL 
wtth GSOH enjoys music, envi- 
ronraenl, wafting, fencing, 
motorbikes, run-package trav- 
el, triends/refettvas, seeks 
easygoing femato, 35 - 45 , tor 
friendship/rofattonship. East 
Mklfends area. TT 3997 


MEN 

SEFK1NG 

MEN 


■NDEPQ 4 DENT READER 
Proleaskmal, slm male. 38 , B*. 
seeks single femato, stMo, 
who la bnerested in Iflma, 
arte, tor posstoto reto- 
l jP nsh| P - S or W Yorkshire. 
7 T 3978 

GSOH ESSENTIAL 
Humorous mate, 6 *. with warm 
heart and cold feet, Booking 29 - 
Bomettting, professional is#/, 
wtth dkection. but sense of fun. 


CREATIVE CHAP 
Md- 30 a, GSOH, attractive, 
gractoato, fiction writer, seeks 
Deautifuf. brainy, balanced. 
female, 27 - 35 , tor meaningful 
rdadonshfe. Herta/Cambs/N 

London, * 3*4006 

CLASSICAL OFFER 
Tati, caring, classical music 
Journalist, young 38 , seeks live- 
ly. Watts era female. 20 s, tor 
concerts, opera and romance. 
Londonarea. Tt 39 fla 
KINDRED spirit 
F urmy. sfightty bohsmtoi, poor 
3 fl. seeks (Botimo?) safe 
mate to Urn, food, wafica. wine. 
i£«n*JBton Spa/anywhere. 

TY 3 B 70 

„ GREAT TIMES 
Good -looking. professional 

male. 30 s, 5 * 10 ". trite travel, 
oports and current affairs, 
seeks attractive tomato, 20 - 38 , 

Srg^r- ,l “" s 

, ,, BE MY PARTNER 
■feH, sociable, sofvenL easygo- 
i^LProtetatored. loyal, good- 
too kmg. London-based male, 
a^ei^oys Me, laughter, p ten. 
rostaurants. homing, seeks 
^racrive. gootHumared bfy, 
ip bec ome Ttis best friend arte 

more. P3957 

BOGGLES “ 
Video killed tha radio star, 
rorowrtwr? Cynical, pes- 
dmistlc, sardonic male, 40 , 
seeks optimistic, attractive. 

unim- 

flortai*. Lon don area. Vrag/g 
ALL I WANT 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


WEST WDLANDS MALE 
Mescufne but caring, profes- 
sional mate, 40 s. keen swim- 
mer. music lover, arts enthud- 
asL seeks similar male, for 
development ot non-scene 
nfereats, leading to e mutually 
committed retationaNp. P 4160 
LANCASHIRE MALE 
Sfim, attractive, gay romantic. 
48 , Kkaa eodateing and travel, 
seeks aknfiar male, tor conver- 
sation, friendship and hopefuly 

more. LT 4171 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 
Qov guy. 26 , 5 vr. Sfim, good- 
tooktog. enjoys cinema, dining 
auL pube. seeks apecfeL taJL 
bandsone guy, 26 - 40 , for com- 
fr**ff®d relationship. 

Souttnunplon area, no Uma 
wasters ptoese. 1 T 3736 
SEEKS SIMILAR 
Male, 40 , Dees theatre, enema, 
eating, dancing, seeks gay 
mate, up to 45 , tar friendship/ 
relationship. London. “03757 
OLDER MAN 

Tbl, sttm. active, professional, 
ofcter Hampshire male, straight 
«ting wtth GSOH. seeks 
ywmger male, 25 - 40 , any race. 

It J 5 ea ^. clrwna ' hoWays, 

hinffitendahlp. Any area. 
WJ 948 


ALTERNATIVE 
EIFESTLYE 


COULD YOU BE MY BABE 7 
DarKarty. educated, entrepre- 
riourtal, btoexuai mate, 31 . 

•wnale, 

25 - 35 . tor friendship, feadtog to 
p««r»nent retationtWpL [tool 

» 4 T 49 ' ^ ^ m “'° * nfo ' 

FUN AND FRJatDSHIp 

Qtara^hteHgert.opnvtoc. 
tog.. MT V 38 , 5 7 -. smoker, 
saeta handsome. toteBgenL 
unauched mala. 40 - 5 ^EV . 

friondshlpAete- 
flonsW P- LBres include pubs, 
wunttyado, theatre, hoUdeys 
«P- Knotts area. TfinrS ^ 8 


JL ST FRIEMXS 


GUDEUMB: Private taefiriduob Making bngtenn nmoon m n opi raloftmiMM mm in n ... . ■ . ■ 

ISyw of age for pubSeotian in Voica Ptononok-, Mia no ;od»*rfl ba pubIWwd Making parwre vowwar #10^18*!^?^^ v£ SJSw! l, ? ^ 0 ".^y f 0 " 9 **. I>< ? <ylllb oweatiom. Ad» 

to any panonel atWeemenl. The adverttiar oaownei c o mp ile fiobftty for the om ofcJ ttri'm ^ ^ "S®"* *“* matefeg afwoyi be field In a public place ami 1 

[cauMd by toe „ teeing ptoced by tiw 


H OHTHOF THE BORDER 
Stogte. handsome, humorous, 
Pepsi male, 3 i. 5 *itT. seeks 
attractive, finely tomato. 25 - 35 , 
who enjoys Dvtog Be to fee fuL 


TRAVEL 

COMPANION WAWTHD 
r tomnte , 52 , seeks female trav- 

w oomparuon, te share oxpans- 

TO, travelling through Portugal, 

m a camper von. Must be easy- 

gotoq- P 3967 ^ 

GOOD TO TALK “ 
Pf^saatonal male, 40 +, enjoys 

mutec. traal. drwma. tfStiS 

Wen*. 35 +. to 
friendship, outings, comarea- 
tion. London. Wl old afters 


mozartbeetxoven 

LOVER 
***». 43 , tarer of an and ctas- 

, & ^e otfvrven, seeks 
stoftr femate, tar friendship/ 
^Wtonvet»tton. north 
'’rortoft area. 93734 

bj _J SAUSBURV artist 
SSTl ^°* 20&40a - N«. to 

^«L draw and to axcharue 

Mnsaa Waim 


Independent Hearts 


. , : , — ■ *™i» “ouiunas ami 

pwnneilon ol tfigir propriater Tfll+Pufaibiilr^^x^l 8 


CHAT CHAT & DATE 

fJmm 



0891 325 315 K 



Chatlines 


The Nightclub at the end of your phone 

ENSATIONAl 

INGLES^ii?«I, 

Taik liveS 
uncensored. ..Giris 
S Guys on line iVotvi 

DIAL FREEFONE ^W* / 


Lectures & Meetings 




iMM 





K EmmuriENjOYMft.an* 

ft terete; da core., 1 


-t VaT'-,.- 


I 


/. ’’ Profiles 

C iuh Magazine 


Charities 


► 0800 138 8509 


CMs into SOmaliaMl On^m* an FREE. Vkiu onjrinjrtor -tm4K>*' MMm -«• 
nifty uwartteea cantt a ec tp BM L tow nmotfra IS ate are ■ MudMnae liteaML 


YOUR WILL-.. 

can bdp so nuiqr 
eU/triy peopfe who have 
gives] so ranch 
Miri ng now fa need of hdp 

p h—iel wt- with nanang 
Pome fees or coovaksceoce 
■ad fa marry Hber w*y& 

PJeueatk thcNBTiod»w 

yoa bow yon esa set a 
legacy, ("covenanted 

joteriptbffl- or pfcaid fetid 

■ (tonidm ns 

The Secreta ry 

Tbc Nstiottef Beoerotenf 


r LIVE CHAT 

.00592-568 585 



61 Bayssrrter Rtifti 
j^ajgtlRJFG 
Ibt 0171-723 0633 


f t-Ue. Plia+ie. ( 3 cU e. 

\<- ~ >u c D 60 

WOMEN 1 
r M LINE 

IHSTAHT COHHECTIONS 24 HRS 

m« n0891 70 80 57 

TALI<||t^g 3 M 5 SJ 

0881 
111444 


IP ft T *! 0161 956 60S0 | 




Crew (us bees prsptmng the way hr 
f 1 ? h ll ¥ Bry " rte Mwr 3“ £ * ■* Mtetreya, 
fM Worm Tfinur on His yreip. This is n> hnwiaul, 

Com/ay Hafl, 25 Rsd lion Square, London WCI 

Wty 2 «(D«^ 7 JM- 9 JO I raDooiisMfe 6 JOw 
oMisiM (no Cat 0177482 1H3 

I tebe/TwwwjferftatLwB 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are deb’ghted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 
through INDEPENDENT HEARTS. 
Wishing you and all our Sfljfe 
other advertisers every jst 
success and happiness for 
the future. w KJH 

I hvdependent hearts j[ j~J 


tfi WXfewxtaaftDBWpegpto 
h ta ^“ a F‘ *»ii«f*nriaid 
P •pwUaseiittateM 
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h nwtereyiptdaltwmfiBBwift 

B GOOD 
b CONNECTIONS 
H 01865377417 
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B 

R OXFORDSHIRE, BUCKS. 
I+: WER KS, LONDON. 

HERTS, BATH/BHJSTOL 
*2 WILTS. DUB UN AND 
B SOUTHERN. SPAIN 


| ftrsoDal 

PSYCHIC HEADINGS GY 
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FRIENDS 
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GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 
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the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 
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THE ORIGINAL 

Christmas 

fruitcake 


jSVTTO 195 
COUf/TKE 

every 
-OAS 7 MAS 


♦ so FEATHERWEIGHT 
ycu I! forget you re 
nerring shoes nt ell 
% IDEAL for BUSINESS 
•7 nri CASUAL WEAR 
• Luxurious FOAM 
CUSHIONED Comfort 


SO CUSHIONY 
ft FLEXIBLE 
—you can Mdtte 
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You wIB look smart A 
feel warm, no mafter 
how bad the weather f 

These NEW SNOW SHOES are 
so tlgfrt & flexible yet so hard 
wearing. Perfect for business 
and casual wear. Inspect them 
at home for 28 days- If you are 
not delighted with the Quality 
and VALUE, simply return for a 
no quibble refund 
ft tat does not aflst jnr statute* ityts) 
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Other designs mailable. Also colour brochure. 

“Ef Yoror Order Item ore 01665 575705 m 01665 5758369 

i -6pm 7 Days < 


THE NORTHQMBRIA COLLECTOR, FIELD HOUSE STUDIO, 


atswr own oeoa ume 

0800 0740458 

B0C 01753 680132 
Pfease quote Dept 41 60 
lines open 9am -Spra 
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Regular ( 1 7 fclbs) 
Medium ( 27 A lbs} 
Large (A 7 fa lbs) 


Deluxe Prices 
£13.80 
£13.90 
£29-25__ 


INCLUSIVE 
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WORLDWIDE 
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The Original Breton Shirt 



THetmfitioiai French 
FMwmMrt wo rking dih-t. 
Marie from IQO&unUadied 
cotton. So Write uti le dwyte 
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The Breton Cap 
The clmfc rovy fc h em un fr hat. 
Made b> France from quhy 
"ooWek. 

Shas VUBklThTUTkTh 
CUSS pta £155,^ 
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Boxer Shorts 


Chocolates that say it all. 

Your person.i! Christmas message spelt 
duE in : ui i covered ciiocol.ite letters. 
Telephone for our intiM national mail 
order serv ice and Cnristm.m list. 11 v ou 
mention The Independent advert when 
ordering you i\ ill receive a £5 discount off 
the postal charge. 
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TRADITIONAL & 
CONTEMPORARY STYLES 

THE FINEST FOOD* WINE 
CLASSIC CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
VELVET WRAPPED PORT * STILTON OR 
CHAMPAGNE * CHOCOLATES 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR CLIENTS, 
FRIENDS ft FAMILY 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO PROMOTE YOUR 
CORPORATE IDENTITY 
WORLD-WIDE DISPATCH ft 
HAND DELIVERY IN LONDON 
CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

TEL 0181 780 1560 OR FAX; 0181 780 0557 



.Everything for the\ 
rOESSMBHDGE 
an tt mtol 

Send for FREE me! onfcr 
catalogue from 
CHESS ft BRIDGE LTD 

4B Baton Roul London NW1 MR 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize 
In our Easy . 

To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 

The Independent m association with 
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Is offering a special Christinas basket 
incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December In our 
Christmas ' Guide Competition. Every 
week the first correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christmas sack will win the special 
prize. 

How to Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have 
found th em, you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers, 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a postcard 
to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition So. 11, 
Marketing Department, 19th Float; 

The Ind ep end en t, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London Eld SDL 

Closing date for Competition No. 1 1 is 
Thursday 4th December 1997 


Sexy Lingerie 

the perfect j,:tl 


| Hugf Range Of Classical. Sexy 
Lingerie and Party Dresses 

[3 FREE CATALOGUES 

5 more catalogues of other 
items available on request 
(small charge) 

E-Mail Mwiinrfif nftml coin 
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BRITISH 
SCHOOL 

BALLOONING 


. _ _ i Aar the 

Experfmncm otm Ufatime 
Com ByWfc fc* Probaiarab om 
3MS4WMNT5SAIH 
Special Christmas Often 
for Gft VourfMre 

« 0142$ 707 307 
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I OS- Whaee enfcnri ired 
riulgntri lo protect your carpaO 
from muddy too**Me? 


OFFSHORE 

POWERBOAT 

Drive the ex World 
Lo&hcre 
; 1730 HP 
JeoflOOMFH. 


0171 388 2404 

RETAIL SHOP 

QPBt 1Qaia-6|xn 
Monday 
toSeturdey 

I (toe ctal can solve 
many profatams 



LUMINOUS 

* SEARS ,* 

* 110 Glowing stan ft pkoe& 

* Yem tf ajojaieri far all 

* Create an indoor i#l sky 
*5 large Oar darn . 

* £4.99 ptas 35p pp per puk 
■k Chi's to Umiuons San Ltd 

an wH*mo« um soinn. 
afAoeox heath essn mot 

Stfomamlaxtc »0i 


01- Make this CMumn peradim 
Ha yewflh a got from? 


powerboats in 
Solent. Under the expert 
guidance of a World 
Champion Driver. Great 


THE PERFECT PRESENT 

"GIFT VOUCHERS TO PARADISE" 


Call for] 

01284850015 


04- Wboee product* are mt wane 
and u uroly T ha t you V kvgatyon 1 
ham Man en? 




£1295 


2 pairs- £9.95 
ONLY each r^Tr 


• 100% pure ten a* . Machine 
wretabta* Stung, doubtosaents 

farkmoerw 
- Ante** fn Burgundy; Cream. 
OBw^Graao, Navy, Clar*, Royal 
or Black. 

• WUst stare (ram 3Q* - 44* 
fMMVftftaegMat 
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“ 24 HOUR ORDER ft 
n BROCHURE HOTLINE 

2] 0171 274 3387 

k Dae vet, ffBayosr. 
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ADULT PARTY CRACKER CO. 


DEPT IDX48 , PO BOX 6969, 
WORTHING BN14 8RZ 
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ZSSm. TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 


GENUINE 
NORWEGIAN 
SWEATERS 

ONLY £49 It* pip. 

Tta* dreic Mn nfamwerim 


At last - as seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Shows oattomMe - the 
door mat that really 
w orfcsl No MMddy 
otprtnts or patHnarics 
on dsan floors and 




TcL 07071 223550 
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TurUa Dkt Tmppar door 
mate stop dirt at the door 
of hams, conrarvalory or 
car wt&i Gbsortwnt cotton 
pile removing wet diyand even greasy dirt Irom shoes and 
paws. WRh non-alp tetex becking, they are fuUy machine. 
woMtable it 4IPCX Amtabto In swen eakus m 3 ares 

Htes. a— w, BWcXfWT tm . FSsn, Dark Grey, Boat Brown. B tn c Mk o w 
•15*50aanta5w-75* 1 DO on mw. -75 . iSQonBWSS 
Pl uaCJ6PaPpws. 

Ws»wa*4m WBi OVpw-nAiOar becking krina on cwpaM. - plana al kx 
dasreol area and prtcmj. 

kpric Ttalle MM Oo, 82a Khga RoarUOngston, SiSTsy KI2 5HT 
Isxtndi Tel: 0181 296 0366 '^^rwrrusil 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 



SMOKED 
SCOTTISH 
SALMON 

Tie Very Beet QeaExy 

227g ftku) iDced pw* £9.45 

4$4g I IB» sficed pack £14,65 

6808 1 diced sde U9.43 

907 C l2Zbl Acd ado £34ai5 

SPECIAL OFFtEr 
8x227? (8oz) Ukxd packi-X«2J5 
VAC-PAC lu cfa» pan {aid. 
□HI canto may bo toctodad 
VWMretarredlMnre or dnqus kc 


LOCHENGCJWER 
KBR’LEItSN MILL 
KIRKCUDBfllQHr DG6 4M 
TW; (01557) 3303 81 (7 da ys) 
Fsc (01557) 33C385 


BELGIAN CHOCOLATES 
Delickxs Gifts By Post 
Band made Belgian 
chocolates delivered to 
any UK address. 
Beautifully 
wrap ped 
with your 
personal 
message. 

250gms CtfUbh £6£5imcne) 
SOOgma fl Thy Cn35t**P*r) 
1 Kilo a Ibk 09350m: Kf) 
mLBzuMNOKxxtuatcmBMr 

-a 01474 537237 
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raise a w w on o ss Inr rescuadart- 
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WLJTA8Y DRIVING 

Chieftain 
FV432APC 
6x6 Stalwart 
101 Land Rover 
Drive an file above 
over oar custom 
built coarse for 
more hid call 
HEgWands Park 

01264 150782 




THE HEALTH 6PA DESORT IN A STATHY HOME 
DAY GIFTS FROM £46j00 
FOR AN INSTANT PURCHASE TEL 01283 575671 
NR. LICHFIELP/ STAFFORDSH IRE 

"" ^ 

GABSim WATCHER 

KEEPS CATS OCT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Detetence System 

bySTOCXNtmcrnON 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
N(«F01X,NR19UU> 

01362 694957 



Karl 
Marx 

Marx into the new socialist 
mfllenhun with out miniature 
bust of the great philosopher. 

Approx 6'A" high, metallic 
coloured finish, available for £29.95 + £3.95 p+p. 
Allow 14 days for delivery. Orders to: 

Sbowdear Ltd, The Old Bakery. 24 Brackley Rd, 

I Towcestcr, Northanls NN12 6DJ 
TeL 01327 358080 Fax: 01327 358388 


IGSAW PUZZLES MADE 
FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

DBJVOBJIN71¥OmiGBAY5M 
ANBBjANIQFTBOX 
aSRECS- intt*-£tm iaepto 

nonBCS5- 17XIT -£12M be Us 

M fKB- ISXir - £TU9 be Us 
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MBftritailre rareft dshrtaeib 

ARrSwfifW 
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BioTechnique 

Loofcngfora^flOitiis 
original, ussU and personal? 
You've fnmdifl 
12 month Sports. God or 
LffsstyJe planner, , 

Can Free 0800 731 0032! 



Let your child become the 
star of each adventure 
wtth their name woven 
into the storyine of tfieir 
“ besttovedboote. 
Stories such as: 
Statu, 101 Mentions, 
FBaUtones, Dinosaur Land, 
neUon King, Where’s tifoBf? 
Whale the Peak Batons 

Aladdin and Baity Jesus. 
For Steke story cOSJom Lee m 
tyinoaudly. ftfouri 

Kbgschn TeBFex:maS33Tm 


in a top French vineyard. 

Quality airte end great fun.} 

A UNIQUE GIFT < 

Fora brochure ring 

or nilf aatfaw irf W0 to ‘ 

3D tews «&locfef. Hick SI, 
SvboftreL iinM* Pl20 3LHJ 
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MOTORINC BOOKS 
Fill-colowv by 
HUCDYMOCK 

ROVER; Tfce first 30 Years 
HONDA; The UK Story - 
can fr trikes. NOT SOLD 
IN SHOPS 
£12.95 each inepfrp 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
GUIDE 

With Christmas just around the comer, 
over 1.4 minion Independent and Independent 
on Sunday readers will be looking for aft 
ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Grade can help y OU 
promote your products and services to our 
discerning readers. 

The Christmas advertising section appears in 
both the Independent and Independent on 
Sunday on the following Saturdays and 
Sundays:- 

Noveraber 29th-30th 
December 6th-7th 

We not only offer special discounts - up to 
-5% for 14 insertions - but also our 
c&nstmas Competition encourages our 
readers to study the advertisements closely. 
To find out more and to book your space 


call the 

Christmas Gift 
Guide Team 

0171 293 2323 
0171 293 2344 

Scarce: N US July THkfinw V7 
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13/GARDENING 


THE INDtPEN C 
SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER 


WORKSHOP 


Trench warfare in 
the heart of Essex 


How do you make a feature out 
of a ditch? In her regular advice 
column Anno Pavord comes to the 
rescue of the Cooper family. 


We moved to this much smaller house 18 
months ago, simply to gain a bigger garden. 
The garden is a strange shape, not very long, 
but extremely wide. Our longest boundary is 
a ditch about 4ft deep. You could caP it a 
stream if you felt ambitious. I have strong 
ideas for most of the garden, but the ditch 
stumps me. At the moment the banks are co\'- 
cred in about 80 per cent nettles. Tl\e other 
side of the ditch is open farmland, with sev- 
eral mature trees. 

I ha\e considered a fairiy wild and natur- 
al look {minus the nettles), but I also like the 
thought of targe-leawd plants such as gunneru 
and castor oil plants making a tunnel far the 

children to explore. My mom concern is that 
the ditch dries up in the summer, and 1 have 
no idea what plants, if any, will stand being 
very wet all winter and dry all summer. 1 also 
feel that 1 may have to work in a smaO area 
at a time, replanting as soon as I haw got rid 
of the nettles. In some places, where I have 
tried spraying off the nodes with gfyphasate 
and digging them up, the stream banks have 
eroded. Can you give us some advice? 

Eve Cooper, aged 36, moved last year with 
her husband, Raul, and their three boys to 
a brick-built cottage, the middle one of a 
terrace of three overlooking farmland in 
the flat, rich countryside near Saffron 
WhJdeam E&ex.71iefr garden spreads wide 
behind all three cottages, bounded by the 
problematical ditch. There are about 63 
yards of it, curving round the boundary. 
Ditches are made for a reason, and any 
planting would have to take account of the 
fact that the area might be submerged. My 
feeling, though, looking at the amount of 
leaf litter that had accumulated along the 
bottom of this ditch, was that it was much 
drier now than it had been in die years af- 
ter it was made, at least a century ago. 

Because the ditch represented the 
buffer zone between garden and land- 


scape, the planting needed to be sympa- 
thetic to both - a kind of transition zone. 
It was impractical to garden the whole 63 
yards intensively, but the area naturally 
fell into three different territories. 

About halfway along the boundary, 
where it faced the back of the cottage, Ms 
Cooper had made a long flowerbed butting 
on to the ditch’s top edge. The ditch behind 
could make a backdrop for the bed, filled 
with gardenesque plants such as gunners, 
rheum with tall spires of rhubarb flowers, 
purplish-leaved eupatorium, fllipemhila, 
shaggy-flowered inula, and tigiUarius. A pow- 
erful physique is what she should look for 
in her “ditch” plants, heavyweights that she 
can leave to dug it out for 10 rounds against 
resurgent nettles and other undergrowth. 

The sections cither side of this central 
zone could be wilder in style, planted with 
alder, elder, willow, dogwood and other 
plants to echo the mood set by the few rem- 
nants of native trees and shrubs. A willow 
and a big field maple grow there, both pol- 
larded,- and blackthorn, wild cheny and 
sycamore. 

Chi the left-hand side of the central area, 
where the ditch curves past the Coopers' 
newly planted orchard, I would thicken up 
the boundary on the far side of the ditch 
with trees such as the cut-leaf alder.Alnus 
incana ‘Laciniata’. This survives manfully 
in areas that are both cold and wet As the 
ditch follows the east boundary of the gar- 
den, more cover and shelter would be wel- 
come in winter. The cut-leaf alder, with 
foliage deeply divided into toothed lobes, 
would meld imperceptibly with the true na- 
tives, but at the same time would have half 
its heart in the garden it faced. 

More willows would work well along the 
far boundary, too, as much for the cheer- 
ing sight of their winter twigs as their el- 
egant summer foliage. I’d continue to 
pollard them, once they were big enough 
to take it. It is a traditional technique, and 
the bark on the new growth produced as 
a result of the cutting back has a much 
brighter colour than old wood. Salix alba 
‘Britzensis’ is one of the best, with orange 
stems glowing deeper and richer as win- 
ter days gel colder and bleaker. 



Ditch dilemma: the Coopers' garden is bounded by a trench that is wet in winter but dry in summer 


But how are the plants to be got huo the 
ground, given the present thick blanket of 
nettle? And where exactly should they be 
planted? Not at the very bottom of the ditch. 
That should be Left clear, for winter water 
(if it comes) and for Jo (11), Ben (eight) 
and Charlie (two) to lake over if they want, 
in summer. One of the reasons the Coop- 
ers decided last year to move their family 
from their tidy house in Cambridge was to 
give them the kind of wild, free, country 
childhood that Eve Cooper had herself. 

City-born Paul Cooper is not into gar- 
dening, but be had the inspirational idea of 
giving eight hours' worth of a man with a 
spade to his wife as a birthday present The 
best present she's ever had. says Eve Coop- 
er. She’s the greatest digaholic I’ve ever en- 
countered, and had already dug 1^ hand ibe 
entire area where the fruit trees (another 
birthday present) arc now planted 


But digging is not the answer in the 
steep-sided terrain of the ditch. On the far 
side, strimming round the existing trees 
would reveal enough of the lie of the land 
to plant alders and willows. If the Coop- 
ers planted standard trees, on 4-ft stems, 
their heads (trees', not Coopers') would al- 
ready be above the danger zone. 

On the nearside bank, the weedkiller 
glyphosate will eventually control the net- 
tles, but the bank will erode if Eve Coop- 
er then tries to pull out the roots. Easier 
to leave them be, dig out planting holes 
where they are needed and mulch the rest 
of the area with grass cuttings, or fairly 
coarse woodchip mulch, that won't slide 
immediately down the bank. 

She's right in thinking she should tack- 
le one patch at a time. This is how I grad- 
ually brought the bank in our garden under 
control, although it took me 12 years. The 


weeds need to be property killed before you 
plant and 1 found that not digging was the 
key. If you dig, you bring a whole new seed- 
bank of weed to the surface. You also desta- 
bilise the soiL If the areas either side of 
the central area were treated as “wikT ar- 
eas, then plantings of shrubs such as dog- 
woods. fancy-leaved elders and shrubby 
willows would be entirely appropriate. 

It will probably take the whole of next 
year to get on top of tbe nettles but by this 
time next year, Ms Cooper could be plant- 
ing dogwoods such as Comas alba “Ele- 
gaotissima’, the lovely, purplish-brown- 
stemmed shrubby willow Salix hastata 
‘Wehrbahnii' and the elegant elder Sam- 
bucus nigra laciniata. The willow has won- 
derful woolly white catkins; the elder has 
the wide, white flowerheads of the 
hedgerow elder, but leaves 100 times 
more handsome. While these areas are get- 


Photogupb: Andrew Bui 


ting established, Ms Cooper can be 
ing lists of plants for the grand slan 
tral area which should be lush, jung 
composed mainly of plants with 
leaves. The biggest plants, such as gin 
should be planted towards the bott 
the ditch; smaller ernes, such as host: 
rodgersias, towards the top. 

A trip to the canal garden at Beth 
to's home would give her an idea oi 
is possible: huge-leaved bostas, rodg 
with leaves Hke enormous horse chef 
fag, tough dumps of day l3Me&,Hemen 
flag irises and cabbagey dumps of the 
flowered Senecio smithii. Perhaps 
Cooper might arrange a visit for his 
next birthday present 

Beth Chatto Gardens, Elmstead M 
Colchester, Essex r open in winter. Mi 
9am-4pm, admission £2.50. 


3 5. 
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A gift from France for a year! T 

Everybody who enjoys speaking French will 
appreciate a subscription to fSicn-dize 

- A quarterly journal and 
lively tape full of up4o- 
daie articles on (he French 
language and liCe-ayfe 

- Key words UgMigfaud 
with Engfoh translation 

- Satisfaction guarantee 

Fa* or mail orders + ymr g\ 
or credit card (No * expiry 
Fnc +33 (0)4 78 30 87 03 
http-J/biendircJsabeLco 

Special price 

1 year Gift Sobsctiptioa 
£34/300 FF 4 jonnafa 4 4 tapes 
£17/15® FF journals only 
me p+p Europe 

(foe tea of world add C3MQ FF) 

ft messages. Payment by cheque 
tate> Wfil Ken-dire 

9 rue Soulary 
m 09004 Lyon 

w . FRANCE 



HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

tbe ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


An affectum way to keep the 
» luggage ana ot your car In top 
eontfWon. A sturdy hanfwsering 
Mstotproof fnmr thing that it 
•bnpte to «. easy to remove and 
Md ewejt THormwte for tnmr 250 
hatchback end estate wsHdei 
From only £3945 Inc VAT 


SLIPOVER SEAT COVERS 


Top quality waterproof front seat 
covers made from coated nylon 
fabric, easy to fit and remove.. 
Available in 3 sizes to ft most 
vehicles. Also fully tailored sets 
avaiabte for most 4x4 vehicles. 
From only £28*5 per pair hw 
VAT 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

,'!T i 1,1 ILL 5 ROOK 3D. WEST FLOAT IND ES T -’E S: = K£NHE; 


CUTLERY RE- 
saVERPLATING 
SERVICE 

W« make your worn cuttery as 
good aa new. Shtfe Items 
upwards. Also teapooi. says, 
cfehes. etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Repairs undartskan. 
Nf^orwAteMwiee. 

FuS details from: 
C.R.S. Butts Cottage, 
WTsbo rough Green. 


RH14 0BN 

or phone: 

01403 700424 



To 

advertise in 
this section 
please telephone 
0171 293 
2323/2344 



es T ,y Parker Knoll 


Minty*Ercol 

Cintiaue 



spedafistsin 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

oneung a compnKO restoration service 
by our highly skffled craftsmen. 

Whettwryour 
furniture needs 
tailored covers 
tor a fresh 
new took or 
complete 
re- upholstery \ 
and renovation 
Lynpian Is the 

only name you need to know. 


l.vrORMJTIOM 
iHD BROCHURE 


0131 

660 4750 

2i HOURS 


{ I am interested bi'Moiad Covers LI Fto^rptootstwy □ teawfen 


I Maka/modeJ no. ot my funatute- 
l 

{Mama — : L 


Address. 




I Send la InriM Ltd, Dapt 006,43 hperial Croydon CfB4U» 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofia* and Chairs being made 
jBy Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair amLFabric. Leave tbe rest to ns. 
Made to Measure . 

Vast Av rfl** of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU, 
Osborne and little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 

Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 



Certainly! 



Callthe FACTOHY SHOP »t Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London EB 3SE (Nr Well St) 
Tfefe 0181 533 0015 2 lines Fax: 0181j«52gg3_ 


Fynefish 

Traditionally smoked on 
the shores of Loch Tyne 

Scottish Smoked Salmon in packs or 
sliced sides from Soz to 31b, £8 to 
£32. Other Smoked specialities 
include Hot Smoked Salmon, 
(Premier Cut) £16, Hot Smoked 
Trout Fillets £10, Hot Smoked 
Scallops £12. 

P&P included, payments by cheque 
or credit card. Corporate business 
enquiries welcome. 
Established over 25 years 


Fynefish 


Fynefish Products Ltd, 
Churchill, Tarbert, 
Argyll PA29 6SX 
Tel; 01880 820439 
Fax: 01880 820551 



ALTIMETERS 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model far. ' 

K ur needs, if you Jog, Walk, 
n. Cycle or you would just like 
to know hew far you have walked 
the dog, you can measure the 
distanc e travelled. Lightweight andj 
compact.. 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a lorn* selection of Mop Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc. all 
available at excellent prices. 

TREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
' WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR 1 



7fe ^nagefa Mr BgEtctar trod*** Bfqnafe /p re tl dMi im in M Miiti 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (IN4S) 

lan^JamwWattOoM, Drayton Holds, 
Davantry, W u r tl w r its ran SRj 

Tel 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 

Whilst wo toko MMKinable 
proesutiom. with all 
ndvortiaononts, roeders. ero 
stroDcly ndvi.ad to take 
profesaionoi advice before 
poylntf a deposit or entering: 
in to a n y Hnondal commitment. 



0% 

INTEREST 
FREE CREWT 

* 

£115.56 

DEPOSIT 


1 2 Months 
Interest Free Credit 
Y ou can purchase a Breitling Aerospace 
Minute Repeater fRKP E1.1S5.00) with our 
one year interest free credit 10% APR), a 
deposit of just Ell 536 and the balance paid 
In 12 equal monthly installments of EB6A2. 

Wrinta fuMiWM Mfejctr » jnnw. 

Quick and Easy Finance 

To buy this distinguished watch simply call 
us today on 0800 0720888 and arrange 
your interest free cmfif now. Pay by cheque 
or credit card (positive ID will be required) 
and receive your watch securely delivered 
to your door by registered post, subject to 
availability, within 14 days. 


Advanced Swiss Technology 

( Breitling Aerospace cradles a power house of dectrodc 

"1 functions In a case Tanned from the most versatile of 

r space age alloys - super tough, super light titanium. 

It is also the fits! instrument of its kind to include an 

indication of the hour and minute simply by 
pressing the crown. 

Oriitr Jira runes include; 

Chronograph Stop-watch measuring to 1/lODtb 
second 

• Alarm and appointment reminder on twin liquid 
crystal displays 

• Dual Time facility shows time in different zones 

• Corrosion-proof titanium case 

• Water resistant to 100 metres 

• Gla reproofed sapphire crystal 

• End of life battery indicator 

• Audible minute repeater on demand 

• Day/date/second display, time elapse bezel 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
Full Cash Back- 1 Year Refund Offer 

Own the Aerospace Breitling now and get a ftill cash 
refund a year brer. This exclusive offer is available with 
any Breitling watch purchased. Return your watch after a 
minimum period of 12 months and no longer than 14 
months and we will gfve yoa A1X YOUR MONEY BACK. 


To: Noandcn, tDqn DW8), 
3 Curie Streep Fferntan, 
Surrey GU9 7HR 
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3 , Caste Su Farehopi, Surrey Gifs 7 HR 
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a fine traditmn of family jewellers 22W67 fkc oirn ansrss 
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irafty ways with silk 


• furnishings to clothes and wall 
ngs, silk painting is extremely 
tile. SaBy Staples joins a course to 
how. 


are 10 of us sifting around a large farm- 
kitchen table tucking into a selection of 
lichg, s ala ds , fruit and home-made cake 
attmg away like old friends. The scenario 
vfaat you migh t except in a conventional 
duration class. Although the pupils -all 
i on this particular course — have signed 
learn silk painting, they also have the 
to relax and make. friends in homely sur- 
ngs set deep in the Wye valley, 
ne are residential, using all the farili- 



by Mummy. Hilary is used to the open- 
mouthed reaction when she reveals her son's 
identity. Then after just the ri gh t p y m y she 
laughs and admits her Will is not the W3L But 
she confesses they do have plenty of fun with 
other people’s confusion. 

She has set up her tie on a frame and is out- 
lining the deign with a “gutta” which is simi- 
lar to the masking fluid used in watercolour. 
Because Wffl has just moved house, she has 
designed the tie with dozens of tiny houses be- 
coming progressively smaller as the tie nar- 
rows. Once the outlining is complete, she can 
colour them with water-based paint and mace 
dry they are fixed by ironing. 

Care worker Rachel Perryman, aged 25, 
wbo is between jobs, is working Easter than any 
of the others and she has chosen to tackle a 
large rectan gular 
piece of silk which 
she will turn into a 
scarf, or possibly a 
wall hanging. The 
silk is stretched 
across a frame to 
keep it in place and 
Rachel has outlined 
a selection of leaves 
entertained with 
flowers and butter- 
flies. Now she is 
having flu with a 
selection of rich 
colours, mixing 
greens and blues 
and reds and pro- 
gressing at great 


the converted old Edwardian coach 
as though it were home. Others, who 
rally, join the art centre’s five-day 
for just a day or two. Anyone, says tutor 
sh, can enjoy learning the techniques 
painting. There is no need to be ere- 
talented. There is no pressure to 
; and there are plenty of laughs, 
uy Self from Akester has drawn a design 
irate a silk tie for her son’s Christinas 
L His name she admits coyly is Will Will 
lomehow it is hard to imagine the 
his novelist wearing a silk tie designed 


“I did art A-lev- 
el and my mother 
has done a bit of silk 
painting so I thought Td have a go. The coarse 
is brilliant and Liz gives us some useful tips 
to create special effects.’' 

One of these is to dampen the silk, paint' 
it with your chosen colours and then sprinkle 
salt over the pattern while still weL When the 
paint has dried the salt can be shaken off and 
leaves behind a mottled effect. 

Brenda dough, from North Somerset, has 
chosen to paint an autumn scene on her piece 
of silk and the skill with which she produces 
slender leaves and twirling vines in dirates that 
she is not a beginner. Brenda has worked with 


Also on the course is a gt anddaiigh te r 
granny team wbo have never tried silk paint- 
ing before, Nine Stamford, 23, a website 
designer who lives locally, persuaded. her 
granny Dorothy to visit the arts centre and try 
one of the co arses. Dorothy, on holiday from 
Cheshire, is delighted with what she has 
achieved in such a short tima 

She bought some padded silk spectacle 
Cases from tutor Liz and has painte d thum y/ifh 
floral scries. “Tin not much of an artist but 
I copied some pictures of flowers and I don’t 
think they’ve come out too badly, ” she said. 
Nina has painted a variety of design on s i l k 

" «■ I 


iiig on a large scarf decorated with flowers and 
leaves. She has cut out the flower sha pes, 
pinned them to the alk and then outlined them 
with the gutta before ©hosing what colours to 
paint them. 


mis- 
takes made on the silk are not reasons to panic. 
“Use your mistakes,” she charges her pupils. 
“You can often turn them into s omething quite 
interesting. I use water-based solvent free 
paints and I bring a selection on the course 
'so that students can buywhat they need if they 
are beginners. There is so much on the mar- 
ket that it does help to get some guidance on 
the products." 

Meanwhile, the infomwdity of the WyeMd- 
Jey Arts Centre makes it very popular. Director 
Yhlerie Welbam tells the story of one young 
student who felt so at home that, feeling a lit- 
tle peckish, he popped down to the kitchen 
in the early hours of toe morning and devoured 
half the chicken casserole that had been made 
for the following day’s lunch. 

A fhv-day silk-painting course forrauientkd'stu- 
dents at the Wye VaUeyArts Centre Centre costs 
£280 which includes futt board and aaton fees. 
For further information on this and other 
courses contact Valerie Wefham at The Old 
Coach House, Mode, St Briavet’s, Lydney, 
Gloucestershire GU5 6QH (01291 689463 or 
01595 530214; website: www.wyeartmcmaiLcam 
ore-mail: wy 5 eart@mcmaU.c 0 m). Liz Nash can 
offer further advice on silk painting (01794 
301217) and also teaches evemtgdaiaesat Ram- 
sey School, Greatbridge, Hornsey, Hants (01794 
522106). 



■ Special effects: Liz Nash's silk-painting course is c r e a tive, fun and sociable Photographs Christopher Jones 
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CLUEDO 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


A/N O’BEIRNE RANELAGH 
N’T JUNK IT -USE IT 


sek we are going to do some origami 
o make it easier, we shall not be 
ing with those tiresome diagrams that 
raper-folding so cumbersome, 
t with a square of paper with sides of 
tin long. Now, to make the 
tions easier to follow, mark the 
5 A, B, C and D (in that order), the 
•kits of the sides E, F, G and H (with 
een A and B, F between B and C 
id the centre O. (Find the centre by 
. in half and unfolding, first side to 
len top to bottom.) Copy the letters 
he back in case you lose them, 
old B and D to meet in the centre. O. 
rease the line AO backwards, 
ow comes the difficult bit: bring A 
o C, folding on the crease that you 
st made to bring H, E and F 
:r. You should now have a flat 


square shape, with a triangle on top. 

4. Turn your attention to the comer 
where A and C meet, and fold the small 
triangular portion (including the A comer) 
up inside the pocket above it A should now 
be tucked up with B, D and O. 

5. Fold up C into the same pocket to 
lock the previous flap in place. You are now 
left with a triangular pocket with a smaller 
triangle surmounting it 

6. Fold the top triangle not quite all the 
way into the top pocket leaving it sticking 
out by a few millimetres. 

7. TUm the paper over, and that's it 

Oh, you want to know what it is, do you? 

Well I'U tell you. Wbat you have made is a 
□eat tittle bookmark with a tab. Cany it 
with you at all times, slip it over the comer 
of the page when you stop reading, and 
dog-eared books wilJ be a thing of the past 


It was the chap with the rifly 
name, in the hotel near 
Windsor, with the 8ft piece of 
lead piping. Or it might have 
been the PR chap from 
Waddmgtoos, with the mobile 
phone, in the bar. 

Ibday, at the Oakley Court 
Hotel near Windsor, Britain's 
first official Guedo 
Convention is taking place to 
raise money for the charity 
Children With Leukemia. 
They began yesterday, with 
playlets, unusual identification 
parades and odd challenges as 
well as normal Guedo games, 
all to determine who wins the 
first prize of a murder mystery 
trip on the Venice Simplon 
Orient Express. . 

Guedo, for anyone who 
does not know it, is a board 
game of logical deduction- It 
starts with a man. Dr Black 


having been murdered. Cards 
indicate wbo killed him, in 
what room, and with which 
weapon, are hidden in an 
envelope. The other cards are 
distributed among the players 
who may gain information by 
asking questions of each other 
in turn, while moving their 
pieces, according to dice 
throws, round a flat-plan of 
the mansion in which the 
murder took place. 

Invented by Anthony Pratt, 
a Leeds solicitor’s clerk in 
1946, Guedo has now sold 
well over 100 million sets 
around the world. It has also 
Inspired a film and a television 
series. The present event, 
however, is the first to offer 
bonus points to any entrant 
wbo shares a name with any of 
the Guedo characters. My 
money’s on Colonel Mustard. 


James Dyson, 50, inventor and 
manufacturer of the Dyson bagless 
vacuum cleaner 

I play Monopoly, but without much 
enjoyment It's a bit tedious going round the 
board and acquiring things- More fun when 
everybody’s going bankrupt and you start 
borrowing money or negotiating properties 
with people m lieu of reat When you’re 
doing something with another person, it 
stops being a matter of luck I'd like to get 
straight into that, and forgo throwing the 
dice and moving round the board. 

I think Monopoly is a game you play in 
your late teens and early twenties, and it 
always mirrors later life in some way. There 
are people who haven’t looked at the long 
term. They accumulate, then run out of rash 
because they haven’t bought any buildings, 
and they land on people who've mortgaged 
themselves to the hilt to build hotels. 

Some people like trains and always buy 
the stations, but they’re just being romantic. 


because it's an hotel on the red or yellow 
squares which will crucify the other players. 

I've always thought it's a mistake to buy 
Mayfair and Park Lane because they’re 
frightfully expensive and you’ve only got two 
to land on. Whereas if you’ve blocked off a 
comer with the red and orange sets, people 
will land on you every single time. 

That's the fun of it for me: getting the 
strategy right and thinking for the long term, 
rve always done that, and Til mortgage 
myself to the hilt in order to get something 
valuable. The stations will get you a little 
money in the short term, but the winners are 
always the people with the swanky hotels. 

In a way, I dread playing. I have to make 
investments and negotiate with people in my 
everyday life. In the evenings, the last thi ng 1 
want is a kind of repetition with Monopoly. 

Loose Monopoly money may be swept up with 
a Dyson bagless vacuum cleaner. Read all 
about it, and its inventor, in Junes Dyson’s 
Against the Odds ” (Orion Books, £18.99). 


:SS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


m you tell a human 
rum a computer? 

• Alan Turing proposed 

• ious “Turing Test” for 
' le intelligence his 

, ts were clearly on too 

• d a plane to encompass 
; a of people cheating in 
' simultaneous display. 

. dea was to have an 
n enter asking questions 
respondents, one 
, , one machine. If the 
ter can be programmed 
; jits responses cannot be 

• lushed from the 

i ’s, then, by Turing’s 
j j, one has to admit that 
chine is intelligent. 

! ;hat if the experimenter 
; forld chess champion, 

! ! questions take the 

• f moves played in a 

: if chess games? It is 
- acult to devise a set of 
1 os that will discriminate 
' n computers and 

> s, but if the champion’s 
. y objective is to win the 
j then discrimination 

1 3s more difficult. 

I hat was it that made 
j <asparOv think that a 
i nnpeting against him 
[ e Internet in a 
1 neous display a couple 
. cs ago was using a 
i ter to help select its 

• 'Black's excellent 
r g play - and the 

1 » of a computer beside 

> ird (necessary for the 
< 't connection) - may 

2 ten enough to alert 
5 ay’s suspicions. The 

ss with which they then 


threaded their way through 
complex tactics seemed to 
confirm iL Finally, 29...RfS! 
was too much for him. After 
30.RxfS+ RxfS White has no 
good discovered check with 
bis knight, because the threat 
of Qcl+ is hanging over him. 

So Kasparov refused to 
continue the game. The 
captain of the Internet team 
has strongly denied all 
charges, pointing out that the 
players were being watched all 
the time. I don’t know who is 
right See what you think: 

White: Garry Kasparov 
Black: Internet Chess Club 

1 d4 Nf6 16 Ng5 e3 

2 c4 g6 17 cxd6 cxd6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 18 fte3 Bh6 

4e4d6 19Rxf8+Qxf8 

5 Be20-0 20Ne4 Bxe3+ 

6 N£3 e5 21 Khl N£5 

70-0Nc6 22 Ra3 Bd4 

8d5Ne7 23Qd2Qd8 

9b4a5 24 Bg4 Ne7 

10 Ba3 axb4 25 Bxc8 Qxc8 
UBxb4Nd7 26NxdGQd7 

12 a4£> 27Rf3Nxd5 

13 aS Nf6 28Qa2Qc6 

14c5 Nxe4 29Rfl Rf8 

15 Nxe4 fxe4 



CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE; ALAN HIRON 


No.3469 Saturday 29 November 



ACROSS DOWN 


1 With one’s king under at- 
tack (2,5) 

5 Avoids (5) 

8 Eagle’s nest (5) 

9 Kenyan port (7) 

10 Infectious disease (9) 

12 Bird ofpnsy (3) 

13 Digs (6) 

14 Small fish (6) 

17 Enemy (3) 

18 Yield (9) 

20 Cuisine (7) 

21 Ftontpaito _ . 

23 Subject to ebbs and 

24 Wirthy of remark (7) 


1 Ancient British tribe (5) 

2 Vehicle (3) 

3 Carry out (7) 

4 Japanese robe (6) 

5 Latin American dance 

6 (Sin (9) 

7 Not deep (7) 

11 Lie (9) 

13 Shortfall (7) 

15 Imprecise (7) 

16 Coloured pencil (6) 

18 Cbarm (5) 

19 Area for shooting prac- 
tice (5) 

22 Bone (3) 


Sototita to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Harts, 4 flipping (H^rtstoppmgXS 1 J 

10 Inner, 11 Related, 13 Gen, 15 
ptete, 24 David, 26 Great, 27 Rapular,.28 Deaav* 

1 Helping. 2 Roman, 3 Scourge, 4 Tenure, 5 Panel 6 Intatra. 7 Greed, 
12 Ex£y!i4 LutJLo impress, 18 Oedipus, 19 Endorse, -1 Temple, — 
Rigid, 23 Enter, 25 Mdue. 



Love alt dealer West 


North 

♦QJ9 

<774 

OAK1093 
♦K 5 4 


West 


East 

♦A 5 2 


+ 64 

V98632 


<?QJ105 

Qnone 


07542 

+QJ 1073 

South 

♦ K 10 8 7 3 

S’ A K 

OQ JS6 
+9 2 

♦A 8 6 


West had a very clear idea as to how the defence should go 
on this deal, but unfortunately his partner was not on the 
same wavelength. Could he have made matters easier for 
East? 

After a pass by West, North opened One Diamond, 
South responded One Spade, and now West came to life 
with Thro Diamonds - a Michaels cue-bid, suggesting 
length in the unbid suits. North doubled - not because he 
expected his opponents to play there, but conventionally 
showing three-card support for spades. East passed, and 
South's jump to Four Spades ended the auction. (A save in 
five Hearts by East-West would have cost only 100 points.) 

West led +0 against Four Spades and was allowed to 
hold the trick. He realised that the defenders could come 
to at most two club tricks and he continued with *3 to 
East's ace and awaited a diamond return. 

He is still waiting, for East switched to the queen of 
hearts. East never got in again, and South was soon able to 
claim. 

You might argue that the three of clubs was a dear suit 
preference signal, but West had a more direct way of 
clarifying the position. Suppose he switches to «?9 at trick 
two. This makes it clear that he has nothing of value in the 
heart suit, and later, when he gets in with the ace of 
trumps, his second dyb lead will be sure lo attract the right 
return. 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 



This was a difficult decision which faced Wendy Kaplan 
in the final of the minors State Championship. At 
double match point Wendy - who remains the only 
woman ever to have won the World Championship - 
has 3 52 to play. 


7/5, 6/1. All three plays have their merits. Play i 
keeps contact without damaging the home boa 
(b) constructs a closed home board making am 
Black a game winner, but leaves White a direct 
play (c) maintains maximum contact at the cosi 
weakening oF the home board. 

In the game, Wendy made the bold choice c 
TO. Her Opponent rolled 43 which he played 6/ 
On her next roll Wendy had to move her remai 
^ m j| er mid_ poiaL White then rolled 51, 
ro . Ued 6 r ^ blots wth 

-wio /j - , and easily won the game. 

, r ? U ' ouls 5how 'hat Urc best move 

Siv • $ mnch ' ^ key thing for Blad 

posttton K ,0 hit a shot, and 

SKIT Her Chances ot a s h°l on thenra 
Tbe slight damage to the home board is no t as 

important as generating ihat possible shot A g 
lesson m wrnghmg the importance of different 
elements of a position. 


sot* 
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to put 
you in 

a spin 

Fancy being pulled along at 
fe50mph,. I8in from the ground, by 

Fa mad kite with a will of its own? 

Try parakarting. Eric KendaR checks 
it out. ' 


Asyou hurtle across a field, with mud fly- 
ing, the ground lushes by just inches be- 
BMth you as the wind powers vour buggy 
with extraordinary force. Parakaning - be- 
ing towed in a three-wheel buggy by a pow- 
er kite - is fast, exhilarating and 
demanding. Pull the wrong string and you’ll 
be wearing the sceneiy. 

It all seems so unlikely. Kites used to 
be nice, approachable, easy-going types of 
things. But, like Rottweilers, some have 
more bite than others. What’s really im- 
pressive when you first get on the com- 
mercial end of a power kite is that with one 
^iharp pull on the lines, the thing leaps from 
the ground and pulls even more sharply 
back, at wind speeds that don’t even ruf- 
fle your feathers. There’s something going 
on that doesn’t quite meet the eye; no won- 
der someone decided they’d be good for 
locomotion. 

The trick is that once “inflated” by the 
breeze, power kites form an aerofoil shape 
- the same profile as a plane’s wing. With- 
out a fuselage, luggage, 300 people and the 
duty free, these particular wings have 
only themselves to lift, which they do with 
abandon, dragging you for a ride. Once you 
get on wheels, you can stop struggling and 
start having Am- 
in fact, there’s a bit more to it than ihat 
Just flying these four-line kites is a chal- 
lenge that you have to combine with con- 
trolling the kart by footwork alone. Ifs a 
Tj>it Kke trying to pat yocr bead and rub your 
tummy simultaneously. 

The way to learn is in two stages: fly- 
ing the kite while on your feet, mimickin g 
the control and the moves required when 
karting, and then learning to steer the kart 
itself, without a kite - like go-karting, only 
more grown-up. Put the two skills togeth- 
er and you get pulled flat on your face, but 
that’s only the start. 

Though the complexity of a four-line 
kite is daunting, it gives the greatest po- 
tential for control and for avoiding invol- 
untarily kart exits. In the right hands it’s 
a highly manoeuvrable, precise bit of 
gear. In the wrong hands the possibilities 
are endless: it can vary from damp squib 
to shoulder-wrenching mad thing in the 
blink of an eye, and can drag a would-be 
kite flier across a beach at astonishing 
speed, leaving impressive furrows big i 
enough for small children to play in. : 



Let's go fly a kite; but this time, attach it to a kart and try to fly it and manoeuvre as you career along in your Svind window’ 


The lines are arranged with the two on 
the left leading from one handle and the 
two on the right from the other. The han- 
dles allow pressure to be applied to each 
line individually, so that the kite can be 
spun, turned, accelerated and braked tty 
means of cunning movements that are 
even harder to do thau they would be to 
describe. 

Ixaming to use the “wind window", the 
roughly triangular area (downwind of the 
kite flier) in which it’s possible to fly the 
kite, is the other major factor in kite con- 
trol; a good feel for the window gives 
optimum scope for manoeuvring once on 
wheels. 

The karts are as ample as the kites are 
complex. The front wheel has foot pegs 
sticking out from either side, tty which the 


wheel can be turned to steer the kart The 
two backwheels are spread wide apart and 
to the rear of the bucket seat in which you 
recline. 

The whole set-up is so low-slung that 
its handling is phenomenal, and a bride turn 
of the front wheel at speed will spin the 
kart to a halt rather than tipping it - to do 
that, you need to add the pull of the kite 
in the wrong direction. 

Putting the two together for the first 
time is the hardest part With your kite fly- 
ing, yon have to jump into your kart, but 
a gust at the wrong moment can have you 
10 yards downwind of it before you know 
what’s happened. Once aboard, with a 
steady wind and a wide open expanse to 
aim across, you’re away. 

The sensation of speed, about 18 inch- 


'Coming to grips with the Nether region 

Two hundred years ago this month, Herewe left the Great Road and walked through 

Coleridee walked the Quantock hills and Alfaxton Park to see the house where the Wordsworths 


es from the ground, is phenomenal. Ex- 
citing it may be. but until you master cor- 
nering and stopping, it’s full steam ahead. 
As in all the best sports, there are no brakes, 
but in this case the “accelerator” is also 
jammed in the “on” position: all that talk 
of50mph with the wind behind you is start- 
ing to look conservative. 

Where and how to learn 
Parakarting is very new. The UK now has 
a grand total of nine Parakaxt Association 
(PKA) approved instructors who can of- 
fer training courses and advice on buying 
equipment 

A bask set up includes: buggy (£199 up- 
wards), "W metre power kite (£200 up- 
wards), harness (£45), protective pads, 
helmet and goggles. Waterproof clothing 


is useM. The minimum viable area for kart- 
ing is about the size of two football pitch- 
es. Beadles and large playing fields are 
ideal, preferably free of other users. 

Anyone with reasonable co-ordination 
can parakarL Kite size can be tailored to 
user weight and strength. Onceyou are be- 
yond the novice stage, a harness is used into 
which the kite is clipped for power trans- 
mission, reducing stress on the arms and 
upper body. 

This is a gaod idea, with an official speed 
record of 54mph, and over 60mph claimed 
unofficially. 

Just trundling round in circles for the 
fun of it is enough for many, but there is 
also an aggressive racing scene (competi- 
tively trundling round in circles for the fun 
of it) in which Brits excel. 


Photograph: Fteter Grant 


Contacts 

Farakazt Association: send sae to Jayne 
Suckling, 31 Oakdale. Crown \ifood, Brack- 
nell, Berks RG12 0TG; 

Ben or Dante at The London Beach 
Shop, Fortobello Road (0171-243 2772); 
Dominic at UFO Active Leisure, Weston- 
super-Mare (01934 644988); 

Cunning Stunts (01722 410588) offers the 
UK’s most comprehensive training set-up, 
with three instructors based in Salisbury. 
Their one-day, all-inclusive starter cours- 
es cost £40, and wind permitting should 
have you successfully performing the ba- 
sics by the end of the day. The first three 
readers to write to them at 45-47 Fisher- 
ton Street, Salisbury, Wilts SP2 7SU, will 
receive a free training course at their Sal- 
isbury base on 8 February 1998. 


Two hundred years ago this month, 
Coleridge walked the Quantock hills and 
contemplated the ‘Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner*. Ove Fewins followed in his footsteps. 

Autumn mist meant that we were not quite able to 
see the nuclear power station at Hinckley Point on 

Bridgwater Bay from our vantage point on top of Som- 
erset’s Quantock Hills. So our view across the 
heather- and bracken-dad hills towards the bay and 
distant Wiles must have been much the same as it 
was in Coleridge’s day, two centuries ago. 

The poet and bis young wife Sara and baby son Hart- 
ley came to live in the small town of Nether Stowey 
at the foot of the hills in January 1797. They were fol- 
lowed seven months later by their friends William and 
Dorothy Wbrdswortb, who took a year’s lease on AI- 
foxton House, a large, early- 18 th-century property two 
miles away, near the village of Holford. The two po- 
ets used to walk the hills together, and our aim was 

to retrace some of the tracks they used. 

It is a particularly appropriate walk this monfli, 
as it was ^November 200 years ago; 
in these hills that the two discussed The Rime of me 
Ancient Mariner. It was 

We drove from the centre of Nether Stowqy, fol- 
lowing the sign to Crowcombe. After two nnles we 
parked the St Dead Woman’s Ditch, socaUed 
cause of the body of a woman travefl^fmmdn^rtbe 
spot in medieval rimes. Erom there we took an unsigned 
track on the other side of the road from 
and walked forjust under a mile to the main track that 

follows the Quantock 

Dath feuafrontamfleand 

=£S£ 


he ate of a buffing wnere T— jj, 

wrses on the coach road from ^ t 

re 3d identify the various pome “““*“** 

“* defined forjust under 

aoiermJ^totofumn^oId'racfcKwas 
larked wfteSap as New Ground. 


Herewe left the Great Road and walked through 
Alfoxton Park to see the house where the Wbrdsworths 
once lived. Our route led us steeply down past the rear 
of the building, now a hotel Onre past the big house, 
we were tempted to take the main driveway down 
i through the woods to Holford village and the Plough 
i . pub. But realising we had missed lunchtime there, we 
decided to keep walking and took a footpath signposted 
“Holford via Dog Pound” that led to a field of close- 
cropped grass which we crossed diagonally to a stile 
in the far corner. We then descended about a quar- 
ter of a mile through woods of beech and hoDy to join 
a bridle track. Very shortly we emerged beside a large 
green, a quarter of a mile or so from Holford villa ge 
We walked along until we found an old-fashioned 
Somerset Comity Council sign which pointed us in the 
direction of Holford Chmbe. The road led past a new- 
. ly thatched cottage and the attractive-looking Combe 
House HoteL Despite a large sign saying “Open to 
Non Residents” and an enticing-looking menu, we re- 
sisted the temptation to take an early tea and plod- 
ded up the combe, until the valley widened and we 
found ourselves in a large, flat, green area traversed 
by a shallow, gurgling brook. We took a quick break 
to eat the picnic we had brought with ns, then carried 
straight on over a ford where the metalled road came 
to an end. The track ran beside the stream iq> the steep 
combe. 

As the gradient steepened we looked carefully for 
our escape route, a short path to the left about a mile 
up the combe from HohbrtL This brought us into 
lady’s Combe -clearly marked on the 1:25,000 map. 
A steep dimb of about a third of a mile ted us to a 
dealing at the foot of Dowsbo rough Hill fort. 

The path ascending the steep gradient to the bin 
fort, an Iron Age camp, lay to our left We took the 
path in the other direction to join the minor road that . 
climbs gently through the woods for less than a .quar- - 
ter of a mile to join the Nether Stowey-Crowcombe - 
road opposite Dead Woman’s Ditch. Wedrove back 
to Nether Stowey. We were unable to visit Coleridge 
Cottage, where the poet and his fainily lived from 1797 
to 1800, since it was dosed for the winter. But we had 
a large tea at Stowey Tfea Rooms in Castle Street. 

Length of walk: About seven miles 
Map: 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey Explorer 2 

Three leaflets describing walks in the area and the 

Coleridge and Wordsworth connections are available 
from the Curator, Coleridge Cottage, Nether Stowey, 
Somerset TA5 1NQ, price 40peach. Send an A5 
stamped, addressed envelope. 
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RECYCLED 

Westboume Grove: 
a call from Bjork 

From the shops of Queensway, past cheap 
Indian restaurants, designer furnishers, run- 
down grocers, video stores - through the 
nightmare, five-way Chepstow Corner where 
the buses terrify the bravest cydisL This is 
Westboume Grave, where poverty and 
wealth exist side by side as nowhere else in 
London. 

I pedal past Madonna’s favourite jewel- 
lers, the Antony Worrall Thompson restaur- 
ant and a sudden clutch of antique shops, 
to the very centre, where eccentricity crowds 
upon chi-chi health dub, where the ultimate 
designer caff overlooks prizewinning pub- 
lic toilets - the very point where, each year 
the Carnival parade is judged. Where else 

would you expect to pass by Bjork, surely the 

oddest woman in town? 

I push on towards Fortobello, and the re- 
alisation comes only when I’ve cyded a few 
yards past. She sits alone on a bench out- 
ade the pub, mobile damped to her ear, a 
bizarre collage of unrelated garments and 
the earnest, squeaky sound of her voice in 
what I assume is Icelandic, and, even judg- 
ing from that tiny snippet, was evidently of 
some importance or concern. 

What could possibly be of concern to this 
strange lady? It must be the pursuit of some 
creative endeavour, a new venture into 
realms of music, sexuality and art with 
which to bemuse and fascinate her public. 

Or maybe it is a recalcitrant boyfriend, 
some pushy impresario. 

The Grove: poverty and wealth, design 
and eccentricity, glam and Christianity; el- 
egant beauties, down-and-out beasts. This 
thty woman, multicultural, arty and intense, 
evident wealth in Oxfam dothes, personifies 
it alL 

Pedal along the Grove any day of the 
week, and you wfll find it’s London’s posseg- 
ffota. This is a wonderful, brave, spirited 
area, and Bjork is perhaps its definitive in- 
habitant 

feter Reynolds 
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16/RACING 


NEWBURY 

HYPERION 

12.45 MISTER ODDY (nap) 225 Time For A Run 

1.15 I'm Supposln 235 Youbettertoeltevett 

130 Antapoura &2S Mr Markham (nb) 

GOING: Chare course - Good to Soft; Hutitas - Soft. ~ 

#Lfitt-hend courea with suit fences 

0 is soutfKiB&t ottown rwor A34 Fteiway station (service tom Landor^ PatKSrtg- 
»n) aijotoa course. ADMISSION: Members £25: Ifatteraala £12; Stow Hng ES (OAPa 
half price) Accompanied T7-year-oWs a under free al ondosuras CAR PARK: Pfcnt car 
park £3, free parking avalaWa 

• LEADING THAINB& D Wehdaan - 20 Wins Am 94 nnm 0 Shmnod 17-QB 

(200%), N Henderson 0-82 (fifl%), M Pipe (170%), 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dwnwwdy (203%). II A Ftegaadti TJ-tE (98*1 PHol- 

toy W4 (M0%). A P McCoy 6-S9 (02%) 

• FAVOURITES: W **ffi from 348 raara (404%). 

BUNKBIEDRBST TIME Nona 

i iO AtL SOLAGLAS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 
1 added 2m II Penalty Value £6.768 

1 ARM CBTOWUrSTRONG (IT) (BF) (Mcft 90BDCK4 D NKhotaii 7 11 13 A Magda 

2 1323-3 NATIVE WSSKJN (11) <D) {G E Stater) J HCzGergb OTI9 RDummfe 

3 1332-4 USTHI ODDY f!6) (O-, QMS R M HI) J Krg 11 11 2 AP McCoy 

A 1221-1 S^UereiLCWTOW^McG^HV1»xleiSOn7-n2 HAHtzpmld 

S TCSS AULAH (USA) (15) (P} [3aho G amK) P H nbbg SOS "‘'mrTpi 

BETTING: 15-8 Cartatfy Strang, 100-30 Noth* Itinton, 7-2 SuUbne FsQaa; 4-1 Utter Oddy, 8-1 

Wft Ask Tam 7 Tl 8 F? Qamtty 74 few (T fee) 6 ran 

EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS GERRY? ppA'i ] 
Lili®] FEILDEN HURDLE (Grade 2} (CLASS Al l 00 ** 1 I 
£19,000 added 2m 110yds Penally Valued 1340 

1 m- JUYUSH (U&A) £80) (D) [Yf E Sul) J CM 5 11 & MARbnmM 

Dart ttje and wtts cftacrt. dart Ah amt mM» can tert M* ator 

2 Bl-TI SAraiABnN0(14(C0)(KAtxlUlDIUsbtnSne A Hooka 

Graen, pnt *8* anrfcqo. nHb Am 

3 2Rif3 FMCGA»rSIKXIC*CI«(D)(BF)yPI*M^APaaim(^7110_.CFSw« 

EmmM iron yeoo* taps. Mtteap 

4 TN0- ra SUPPOSM (224) (U) (Kchoias Cacpp) R Rom 5 11 0 -DBridfiMter 

Hram jeft»r amMi quartered op 

5 265& <OOEH WAN (Z75) (D) (G MTtomsan) klBCHcteS t)9 JUhmnody 

Ned black cnee txthaidadb. baendtrebeme. amao 
-edectand- 

EETTHG: 4-5 Samattn. 10040 no Supposfa, 7S Joynah, 7-1 Hroa ganfl Halm 50-1 Sod* 

Wft Zabarf 4 11 fl N Wfienson it-4 fD ftfcftcfcon) 4 ran 
Foma GUIDE 

SANMARTlNO% arty dofera fa reran attemp&ovwhravlra won to last aoaaortsCtaun- 

pton hfcjrtte, just under four lengths off fouui-pteced pbi Suppoafn. THngs hare been 
a lot caster tfite season and ha Mowed a vary cheeky neck defeat ofKerawi at Kamp- 
ton by bea&ng subsequent winnere WKp Hand and EEa Agapi Mau with plenty n hold 
, cwct todays nun end dstcfaao. Lire Sanmartino. frn Suppaakt wra& a smut mddo- 
cfstance performer art the Fbr to Ireland and tab boon an imprautve wfemsr of hie fret 
two starts war hurdtos, baaing Hntwgan’e Hollow by aaran lengths si Naas fa the seo- 
and, before Ws Champion Hurts fourth. He joined Richard Ftenra after that and tfeiun 
Vi itie Scott*^ Chan^or HurtJa, a Smtetl hanticap. can batorgotton. Hb meets Sav 
martinoeto battar and wittiout a recortl mn or not, has to bee serious it«L Juyusti is 
unbeaten in bur run^ starttog off to Ifie mud a Newton Abbot and emSno witti ttwno- 
tabSs sco^i ol hfaOnguott al Haydock. TTW a anther step uplhe ladder but he coiidpl - 
be ruled out by any means Selection: SANMARTHO 


NEWCASTLE 


HYPERION 

12.10 City HaH 2.15 Whip Hand 

12.40 Burnt Imp 2.45 River Unshlon 

1.10 Brrkdale - 3.15 WeO Appointed 

1 .45 Speaker Weather!!! 

GOING: Good (Good » Finn to a places to the straight). 

• Left-hand, ovai course: , wrth r«»ig rurvto.; Muqh. gatopJng track. 

• Ceuraa a on AV am N ol towt Metro semes to Four Lane Ends station fcom Newcastle 
rahwry station. Bjs service (ram there. ADMISSION: CkJb £t5; Tatteraais E9: Snr Rtoa £4 

S ! far QAPs and regbtwed dsatded). CAfl PARK: Free. 

LEADING -mAWERSs MraM Rowtoy35-U9 t23S*l GMdnrda «« (B5*1J Howard 
Johnson 12-109 (11%). P CheesbrooBh tl-73 (01*1 J FtaCeraW 10-ffl (S2%L 
• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nhmn 36-131 (298*1 B Storey 14^120 rsomi R Gvdtty 0-73 
(T7B*). R Guest 668 fU3%). H Branmn 5-W (313%). P Carberry (208%) 

• FAVOURITES: 146G29 (444%) 

BUNKERED HR ST TIME- Saa Victor ( 31S) 

Ro ' in l NEWCASTLE BUILDING SOCIETY HURDLE (CLASS D) 
l ^ iU i £3,750 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value £2,841 

1 H CORAL I9JVND (74 (D) (F Patted J PfcGsraU Tl 8 PCwtwny 

2 1 SA0 HAD BAD (USA) (IB) rPDSavfl) UrgM Ftvetey n 3 PMnb 

3 BARNBtKGH BOY (F42) |M P Sute Ctei^OfiTBts Luted) T EastetJ* t) 12 _R Gum! 

4 CRY HALL (F45) (Me Ft F Kay & lAs V C Vtbrd] Mrs V Wart t) S DGHbnbw 

S FREBXM CHANCE (F64) Raong Bucoj Lkfl M Hammond VCM Bmitr 

B 00 HRCHHKEH (24) [ItaJM Sbier) HVIbodiCiJSBi} 12. WDmn 

7 4 HW EXPLORER (IIHSeAreRBcngSyTiicalElDBartWt'B 1 rrtnQlim 

8 I'M STILL HERE (F22^(WtsJM Henry) JDherl0 12 G Leahy (3) 

9 0 NBWMANflSJlJRFeathBretonaDRBWjJ Hond J0f»wnO«._— .JKJotaMi 

C OS RUSSIAN ASPECT (119 (A G Bhdg M W Ea^rty 013 PUMyra 

n 03 SABRE DANCER (74) (RAbn)R Alan U 12 SUakOaa(7) 

C SRARKY(B^ (Abbcffl Ssfad Cannon Parti) MW Eadaby to B.__ U Footar 

13 TAHRAOALE (F3to (Ashtoy Car Ftosng) C Booth to G B Grattan (9 

V DUBAI WRSEyctn A&nlti) AOdeni0 7 HSaptU 

O 6 RIBBOHETTA (14) [Us Afea Fkssst) J Ctofcfe to 7 RHeGtobp) 

-ISdKtored- 

BETTWG: M Sid MkI Bad. 7-toCdnil Mend, 1t-2 City HeB. 10-T Rueatai Aspect. 12-1 BHnfauigb 
Boy, Freedom Chance, Sabre Qsiwi, 14-1 Hah Expkma, Nwonta, 1S-1 Soadcy. 2B-1 otoars 
B96- Ja*son P^k 3 « B fl Dwwoody 2-1 fav (T Eastaby) X ran 

119 Ani STANLEY RACING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) E8,300 
l ^* HU l added 2m 41 Penalty Value £4,356 

1 COM BURNT BS 1 (13) P) pf) (N 3 Mason Farms Ud) G M Mocre 7 JI 4 JCHtaghm 

2 00TO- Eia®frOFR®((M^(Ths'BiriB)(Rartn8Rhp) WCmw^hBn71T4 NSnMi 

3 502-36 mtALIX (17) VJ A 9^1ivson) P Chessbnu^i 7 D 4 BGwitty 

4 03F1Q IlMSTBl OjORY (ZO) {W>s P A H KaBey) U W Ea3larby 6 n 4 PCatany 

5 3CP-5 PHAR BZHO (13) (D) (S H C fbdng) L Lingo 60 4 RSkqxfe 

6 33-440 QUKALL CROSSETT m (Ms K sbi W oodnd) E Cohe to 11 4 SlqlorP) 

-Bdedwed- 

renilteB-11 Burnt Imp, 3-1 Mtaetar Glory. « Ptior Echo, B-1 HgoaM, 16-1 Bemnt Of Risk, 
BB-i OitxaB Crams 

098: Sparicy Gayto 8 n 9 B Stony 46 lav (C Parioarj to ran 

n 101 NOFTTHGATE TRUCK RENTAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
L I,IW I E) £3,000 added 3m PenaJty Value £2453 

1 £1 ii Post* 

2 02-2 Bt RWlftlE (l3) (Edwati BMtbecfc) L Lunge 6 to to R Scanlo 

a CTPf^AV BIUE fiaiBiWjBRwmhaMraVWtodStog DQalagtiw 

i (CD) (DS Hal) M ae»*v6 B tZ._ ^PNTran 

l ^ ^|™? BnlncfcI 0 Brennan 7 tt 12 MBramwi 

6 0- GRACSAND (243) |Ke«n Boddy) F Mvphy 5 to 7 RGunt 

-Bdederad- 

E™® IH. « ^ ush WtoB. M Fw Caftal, 1M BkfaUa. 10-1 Cypress Amm, 14-1 G race- 
m . in Jew/ Heart 

095: AgatTient 5 to C M Dwyer to0-30 (J RtzGamkl] 2Srai 


1 ^ was «,wmwywfft,a^Pi t te.3,7. un, 

2 — ««Sg 5 SB@ 8 SSC MAnanus 

’ cu-u 

* aara-A 


6 tlp-s 


ZS3BSj^BaSsr ,,,j “' 


acnnin-c.n.1^. ”0 OKIVM- . 


MX OP 

CBKda4toG..GBredsy 


Ptenre SJ * rBd ’ 74 N *" 
T986: What A Qgasta . 


■Kempt * the trtawmv 


SswSSwrSS: SafigBasMSS 

2-25 1 G°LD CUP HANDICAP | ORPI 1 

S5Sf JBlrt 3 ) (CLASS A) £70,000 added | 

3m 2f 1 H^rds Penalty Value £50,249 
l BARTO N BANK W(»40*»JltoM)PffcW8on11 11 to — AMnire 

3 BB-1 GBradWy 


71P21- BHAKWTKmG (224) (U« ,1g Box? P l«iofc 9 J1 4 . , _ . 


.TJMapby 

JIPHcCay 


a® T B a?^a , iiirc aMsaM r 1 *-** ^ 

Nrn.4 


*vaBSss8ss aaasas“ #, “» 

8 «3CF- rOkCTHIHEGAlEpmtOffl I! AAspDF») 

to 32D3F PHoBby 

to BFP2 BaLSTAfi^(10)(X^^K(^To0___JUlchrtBn^ 

K 01-BCBL CfflJJEBK)N^f^g)^SlS^SMpJ7toO_lfcTDeiunrei (3)B 

NHwmwstjht m. tetantoM^MSHewM QnwaMH ACWDsAteBNiah 
BETTING: frfi Sum Bay, TT-2 Tbea For A iton. 8-1 BmiMd DbaMsfa Cn-i Wnid. sw. 


01-BBe. OELDEBRRM 


J-ARNBra 

PHdtay 


TTlkwaan (3)B 




tu:F imk H6Ujrfin,7T-2 TbM ForARuiMBripoDtiQini Wpdrfth. fiami TlfulftL Ttuhii 
Ayln,ip-1 adp*ia-l Comm HB. 14-1 Barton Bank. CWOobSmTSi 
W bOR%5Qims 

B98: Cotrne Hi 7 to 0 J Osbone fl-e (W Danto) Tl mn 


FORM GUIDE 

SUNY B«Y has rwwr hod more than tour races to a aeaaan, so It* SBto wonder 

abtoto thow toptowd torn atHaydocK on hfe reappearance. The transfarmaflon. how 

ever, was absolutely eteggertog Soon to front Suny 8«y jumpid wywWy »r wghnut 
and nos newr going to be caught faro a tong wsy art. ewnfco^y earring home to Im9»“ 
dear ol General Wolfe (gMnfl hia. be« p« fannenca bdl only 5to batter r\ with Eut/ -; 
(4to ptl) ffiother 5 tongtia back to tourtfi. He maid ccn&m thal farm on Ka 1 : -;roued 
aefter ground. BelnwnT (GrtR came back from aaaaean off to win laataoaaonJiRe- 
hsarsri Chaaa at Chepstow by a IsnQlti and a quarter from Dying Again, so the toil 
that he’s bean all stow Tie Jtrfrgi»n» ivin in Ibe Scottish Nabcnsl bacX in Apf* ^ *»• ■ 
ly to be a probtem. With the ground comtog rl^tt tor him this rotalivBly l^idyocod ntoe- 
year-otdeliodd give another good account ottinmeit frying Again was a ttempt ing Anne I 

niesloriraiiretllmBYtltonniineF^teBflliTiflrtl^HKJn^bwrebWtwNmiHlh | 

B more positive rich That showed he gotlha trip and ha is Iflto better fri but he hasn't 

raced stoca and tttoBdre two and a half fcatonge sre stB unknown tanfloy Aswelas 
to«t yeart v*mer Gooare H1A diaped or his comeback agatost Banjo a) Ghettanlwm a 
lortrtglK aga another 2Mb on Ms back and an totompted buM-up make a repeat doUM- 
U awn wito the ground caneig rtgrt. Barton Bank retails his tom at this Iwel ramarkady 

yet EtV sfll tSflcuR to onvlsaga him btong good enough wBh top wel(^iL Further down 

the state, md atnaclt on the mrtmen we itf i t. Irish chatengar Time Fbr A Run bote a 
bigger ctangat Hoi had one rtai owr an toadequtt trip shea Just missing twt to Barton 
Sank)# stabiemete Kng Lucifer on ground too Wely at Chetonham tost March and wxid 
appear to hew been laid out tor this. SotoctJoivSLNYBW 

[o' k| FULKE WALWYN CHASE (CLASS C) ESfiOO added 
1. -™! 2m 4f Penalty Ifelue £5,842 

1 32232 TUE POWER (18) (Q(Martyn Booth) 9 110 *«**• 

2 CO/ae LANDED (BfTRY ftfl) (P) (KWBd&StojJOSiBR 811 (L. — WcM Bhetnsn R 

3 VFM UO(BEBB1D(11)(pBbBrtPsiM4DB«<doS}7't10 RDunreody 

4 5500 SOUNDS FYNE(74Q(D}(B^(5VPata'OSUe«n)JFteGo^d 6 n 0_JB AFtqjoraW 

5 to/00- STtm DAMAGE (287) (Stann OnmagB Pirtnertt^A P Hchob 5 Tl 0. TJHnpby 

8 BDn-F STTRWGniADMOq(D)(Ure)ngdBBnddJGBc0)fi11fi PHkta 

7 301 fl- YOUBETTBBELlEVBr (3BB) (BF) (Uftonds Bbacbtod^ C ftocks 88 0 — G Bredsy 

— 7 ^ 

BETTIMtoMfM TVs Paww;7-aYbataiMnliwih,KStnmBPdtoitoi,61lloBStBlRl, 61 Stern 
ppnm ij.1 Lawftif Qnnhv sowdi Pm# 

1908: Buckhoure Boy 8 11 0 C ktauda 5-2 tar [N 1VMon4kMto4«isn 

[o o'c] PETER O'SULLEVAN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Vhlue £4^40 

1 44m Hours PWDE POP) (Artary Py^JaKfrCaaote 7 Tl to ^jGBredtoy 

2 B«-i CHEflRYMORE (17) PO) (R & bww late E rtthro) Iks J Frtmm 6 11 B— A P McCoy 

3 4»M ANQAiampi)(D)m^ncpdn4La4rHatoEs61IO RDunreody 

4 BALLET >flGH(F43(l) (Lady U))dWBbba)N Unborn 4 Tl 0 NAFfcgMfc 

8 0 CACHAL0T(2f ) (DwigtlWmsJCMortockSTI 0 ^TJ Murphy 

8 M5-2I IRECALL(15)fMBSACcTJfeskmJ PHqsndBTl 0 JtnnnT 

7 6tto4 BtSHFROUC(n5)(TtiBMcfcyW tol4 P aliw d Aj BRoM5i10 DBrtdgmtar 

8 762 MR MARKHAM (IQ (P) (Mr RossrebAWidMr8Sa4JGftsBGT10 PWds 

9 34033 POmiMMSri^lkMiBoa^KB^STIO -ADfagtdre 

V 009 fKTIALTBUW* (785) (U RUpnfck) M BwdttodrB 11 (L-J _PHaBey 

fl 29034 SHORE RWTY(T4) (Ms J kkxMl N ‘MrenOsitaS n Q CUnRHyR 

to 3F2J- SKHABrr (280) (DnUCBbtoujDC Breda B no MBsnyfT) 

6 0 SUTTOR (40) (Mri J M A Ctuatrfl S Daw 4 it Q — ^ _J.A*p«p) 

14 0 T1G«LAKE(^^SctornonardUtoJ(>vtoH^SGM4T)0 .CFSwen 

6 4 BaiARA (T75) (Gray loOTNftttsga 6109 : G Upton 

-ISdedered- 

BErTm 7-4 Hr ttarttm 72 Aodanto, 4-1 OMrrynrere, 15* Potytferaus, 10-1 HoBya Pride, 
14-1 Shore Pitoft 20-1 BMMHgh.lltoaB, Utah Aepl*«UKljgMLJI«, 33-1 ethos 
698: Hah Mtenar S fl 0 G firadty S0-1 (C Breda) to rw 


PUHTiM’GUIDJ. 


[i"A|E| NORTH EAST AUTO TRADER HANDICAP 1- ^.- ro~A=l 

LL^EJ CHASE (CUSS B) E9J500 added 3 m £6,424 1 C 4 | 2.45 

1 /11PP- EASBY JOKB1 pip) (O (BF) (OR Cbdnd) 5KW0BWI9 toO PNhm 1 num 

abdusd crest dknaine, shows and cap 

2 aaflft SWAKHi WEAT1HPU- (11) (CO) {Lady4me Bmhck) 0 Brmwi 8 Tl 5.Jia»rrafl 2 3m/ 

&Bck, HrtMdsMS, mack cap. wMidamnd _ 

3 2P4D- SUVEH STICK (39Q (C) (□) (Lanl Mv&in) M W Eimrty to to 6 AGantoyV g 

4 1T83 KBMKME3PS) (31) {KMUctoj MnSStdhtotofl RGaaat 

Mc^«MaontMiL)cliw«d(imiRhoqpedstnw\|iefDwcq> 4 DI-BP 

9 23IU31 ROYAL VACATION pi) ^ (D) |G P Edwsnts) G M Mom B to B J&B&m 

Enmatt green. btefrtKti aid enako B F643 

6 1W-R CATS RUN (13) (Ms Am Koy) J Upeor 9 to 0 HStqs* 

Brean.dMrbkM hoops, ddkbfascqp « m 


ASdam mjDtt last Tim hmfop weight cm ftn Bsr Y25b. 

BETTING: 13-8 SpeafcsrWaeUwfl, 3-1 Keaiwre-Spead, 5-1 StowSSci, 1M Royal Vtotion,B-1 
Cato Ai* KM Eaaby Joker 

S96: frntog Tnx 9 Tl 13 A Ihgbe 7-4 few (D Mchobon) 9 rari 
FORM GUIDE 

ThBre Is no remn why Royal Vacation Miorid not run wel to&owtog hb couee auxeso 
pm BO from FhreWofi Buflds three weeks ago - provided the ground does not detario- 
rata But it is posefate oondtions wSUum agatost him and there must be a Bight dottiL 
too, owr Kanmore- Spsed* staying power. He gets the hfej but needs good pound to 
be truly oKacflve over ft on a course Hta thia SPEAKER WEATHBtlU. has been win- 
dng in the style of an Impiaved Norm and afehough ha hasYt necasuriy acNeMd ary- 
Ifttog brMant ho hnpreaeed with Ha jwhpfeig when gatttig the bettor ol two rhrels oeer 
ihe eprtendad three mles at WUherbylaat Gne-narfeig on strongly: Cats Run cBd not 
took too f^redahve o) the sticky ground when last of tour to Hm Ol Praise at Towcas- 
tnr last ttoiei but atoppyjkinping was the main causa of his downfeL The weight could 
beat Easby Jofear, whie SBwar Stick, In with a chance al Me best, raced ody once last 
season and has been off tha course tor 9BB days. SetocttarcSPEAWBT WEAFHERLL 

TcT NEWCASTLE BUILDING SOCIETY ‘FIGHTING j 7s.. I 

■!°l FIFTH’UMFFED HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS A)L_rzJ 
£35^)00 added 2m Penalty Value £21,119 

1 m» RADflE IBO (1 1) (CO) (Lady LkyJ Wtefcbar) C Braoks 9 fl 7 RGont 

ft* aid gsy tfamanda, phk are 

2 22000- MASTBIBaaB}(R1)(D)PsEJWfai^PEMra71t4 GTbrmy 

Dart Ota; prtrsoc drt UuBsbem.pnkslaa. pmk cap, dak bbe sfer 

3 P03-6 STAR RAGE (13) (CD) (J [tend At*l) H Jhnskxi 7 Tl 2. DGite|pw 

Mft». btoespA whtoatews. IgM btecaft shto aped 

4 1-OHM NATTV&OAHRtG (13) [D) (Wfcm Kerwn) VYP l** .y? 8 10 1I._, IferR VMrti 

HMr, redpmd aid chsaora on sfeewa steed op 

5 awi VMPKAHOn(CD)(LadyUoj|dVfeato) JMQeraldBtoB PCatjsny 

ftrtondgniydarnanak. pMrcap 

6 1W2 STASH THE CASH (21) (D) (G ShW) M hfenwardS® 4 RGamlty 

Maid iMb Ihrtwft abto team and ore 

7 -45330 NQN VINTAGE (T3)(P)(ftsi Mam] M Chapman 8 D4 WWbrtMnpOtl 

Red and yMbw rtomondA hMb aterei and cap 

8 03M HymGEAGLE(7) (TFItajroCk) R Shpsne 04 HSttopa 

Bert wMb NwrtiM trite obewfl. radssan 
-B declared - 

Wnioun ireigfs.- JQsf 49l Trvo tmdksp woghts: Non VtrtOge 9sf 126. flying Eegte 9sf Sb. 
BET7THG: T5-8 Whfer Hand, 7-2 NaAroDeidg, 93 Ster Rege, 5-1 Hwtar Dw e l e d . 61 Steeh The 
Call, 12-1 Padre Ufa, 23-1 Non Vtatege, 33-1 Flying Eagle 
6B6- Span fritter 5 to 4 J Shortt 5-2 [Ms J He^ngtonAI) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Padre Mlo, who was novice chasing m S94-95, came out to wto this Ihe next season, 
but had tost 10b that day. WHIP HAND looks the up- and-coming member of thtB sight- 
ly deappdnting field and although he had only two rivals at Andrea (condtoons hum) 
eight days ago he skicad n from Red Ftaja who Is no mug. There was no cEsgraca in 
faing to beat S anuwife w at Newbuy the lima batora and ha showed said mvere from 
last eaason after mbsng the 19B688 campaign- Stash The Cash Is uaaMbuthas had 
a lot of racing compared to WWp Hand. Sift ha to a ganirtw sort and ha aril en/py him- 
sedoffalowwel^il Flytng Eagle Is best watched after Ns Abitreefoulh to Good Vbes 
(although bang Meted at fl» start might h»e affected Ns performance), but Star Raga 
seems pest at Ws trip despite Ws saying power. Ha won the Coutty Hum two se»- 
aons ago and hto fifth to I* Percy In a hot hareicap at Cheltenham 13 days ago shows 
he rattans ptamy of zest SaMcUom WHP HAND 


Selection; WHF HAND 


[ o ~x g 1 DOUGLAS SMITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP' [ c*A I 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 added 2m 4f £3^43 1 ^ I 

1 3)402 RVHSGH BUILDS (71) fC) (D) (MtoLtf FteaM) MasLUaol to 120 JMFostV 

Dakoia, aangeehniona yatowap 

2 S83t1( BSYKpTt? R[MraH Brawl MW Estesby toll O RQuaMB 

fled ttort fete Jisms. write atones dark Mm mam. Me blue apt whto aw 

3 222U3 PUftlMI (CAIQ (21) (IQ [J forks) NTWterB II B H GWrfHy B 

royal hte ctwre* wMa deoa* n^afbtewrelai and cep 

4 OI-5P flBW.TQIflC(1^(BnjtartOgdm)Gftdwjt7fl4 PCabwry 

UatmaidpUtdae k, ante teem 

B F643 M0NTRAVE(L9 Pi [D 8t Chfe) J Gdda 8 Tl 1 SBrytarfS) 

BoeoUgeai, pinkapoCt, amad green stones ptrtcap 

0 U5434 MASTEH BOSTON D4 (CIQ (U K Oktvi^ R Wbodnuae 9 toO WDmh 

Shirt and write (MeoR, stem lamed) quatomd cap 

7 23F31- BUIE CHARM (337) m (Ms M LMsaif Ms S Brarture 7 O □ rtlr M Bradbums (7) 

ft* and flqoi Ma (hahwfl, hoopadsfewa* quMsadap 

8 /1F-F3 RH0SSHJBWrpq(D)(&lfeBWJWfara)UsMIMBy9n8 PNna 

9 U233-1 VAL0ERAMA(U9(DMaim)D5odh6toB 

Orange, Bgklfa mid pdbNhoofmddetMo, yea* op, WMub spa a 

to 2162 RlVHlUHSWON(1^(fq (RJCn*B) J Howard Jctngon7 to* RSuppto 

Baekendttd(h^ad),^lpBdHaans,quaaKdap 

-lOdactared- 

BETTTNG: 7-Z Rhrer Uratton, 4-1 Haul Tbnlc, 1 1-2 ftwhigh Balds, 7-1 RbosaMBay.B-l Montravn, 
9-1 Hfen Cham, KM VM Do Ran* 12-1 Mastor Boston, Purten, 14-1 lasyin 
696' Easby JcM» 8 to 0 P N«n 4-1 (3K<toW)toran 
FORM GUIDE 

Some old flamae run n thto, but It to hard to baBera Raanbitie rtrewed Ns true farm at 
Ayr last Uma (ptrtad 141) h the race won by Any Port tarn Parish and Mantreva. Real 
wnto wllh iofe> lass h tha plate, could do better, but Ns (nrping has never been wtlfv 
out btondsh and preference to for RIVER UNSHtON whose low waigM coJd be a big 
bonus if he gets the soft (pound he Bars. He m wel when second to Manor Meo at 
Orettertiam to days ago are! haa a bit mere scope lor impnwementlhan several ofthoee 
Nghef up the weight eflhough Mantreva ran a ntos race racei even though tost of tout 
at Ayr last March and acts on any going. Sofactkm: FBVEFI UNSHK3N 

fo^icl CHISHOLM BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP HURDLErTm 

1 J * lo l (CLASS P) £5.000 added 2m Pen^tv Value £3^88 1 I 

1 22MU OURAiW Cie)(D) (BF) (C H Stmwo) T Eaoteitiy 6 11 tJ RGsidBy 

Oak Oua, yelbwan rrttoob on doom aid nar on ca> 

2 ASM SEA VICTOR (20) (D) (j Dnkl Abel) JLHsiaS fl 9 DGitttfiwB 

HNM lg*f teteteeres cap, rtto spate 

3 «532 QUANGO (16) (BF) (LISgan) JfitzGB0ld5 11 3 PCntaiy 

BmaU ffm. town rtosrein and amrtte qtaandem 

4 4PM21 BURE8(S)(DHiHHewdqirtsJBnMn6fli BGwBanffl 

Sac* andoogodwrt. damn an sbena. Vac* cop, aangittmand 

5 611/22 HOUSE OF DREAMS (5) (JAM Lasuw Utfl 0 M Moore 5 to B NBtnSoy 

ftspfe whig seamaid sbron cap 

B 3232P1 WBlL APVOWraipT) p3)(DrwrtsnhBftarinB) Btertag^lBXB BU»(3) 

Oak great aid B^rp m ntenttrtMhrt gam afeaw*fttogsai rap 
7 FD350 DOUBLE AQBfT (16) (D) (Hadad OHM Lirdecl J Hawdid Jdvoan 4 to BJT Sapph 

thftw teak** charans an shoes, ysteresp 
-7dtdaid- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 Sea Vfaot. 4-1 House Of Items, 93 Durum, Orange, 133 Bure*, 7-1 WM Ap- 
poUed, 12-1 Dodds Apart 

*98 Orcus Una 5 to 5 M Dwyer 2-1 few (M W Eattoby) to ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dur»o has not mate a wwy good IM of chestog so tearto to twlngglren a confidence- 
restnrar. Ha b tBterrted enou^i to tm wwfi ind« top wai^tf. but 3EA VICTOR, Is mtw- 
esthgwUhthe shades fitted after nnni^j or stearfly to beforti to Star Market a Wbrwfck. 
whan he could have done with a faster galop. A good stayer on the towel, he ftx*a wd 
weighted over hunfies. Bures, who has bean to good fannwB ensure the good galop 
that Saa Victor needs. wMa House Ol Drama, fit from the Flat, has shaped nfcaly tn 
fataNng second with big weights at Haodram end Catterick Quango has ctebns butto 
none too consistent. Selection: SEA VICTOR 


HAYDOCK 



HYPERION 

1.05 Lansdowne 1.40 Mr Fudge 2.10 Him Of 
Praise 2.40 Native Shore 3.10 Space Tracker 

3-45 Pea no’s Beeno 

GOING: Good to Soft 

• Left-hand cause with irrpoeng drop fences and ren-fer ol two 
furlongs. 

• Ccwrse is near junction of A5B0 Hid MS. Newton stedicn 2m. 
ADMISSION: County Starto £17; frtttenutos £»: Newton Stand 
£5 (QAPs halLprica si TfeHarsals and Newton Stand). CARMRK: 
Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 25-117 [214%), G Richards 23-31 
(253%). Mrs M Revaiey 0-82 pit) D Mcholson 12-50 (34%) 

A LEADING JOCKEYS: C Haute 7-3U22BK&R Fans* 3-21 (H3%L 
R Johnson 27 (28fi%). T Junta 2- W (125%). 

• FAVOURTTB: 129-312 f*t3^4- 

BUNKBIED Fwsrnue The Secret Grey P-toL 

(TTiel NORTHERN CLAIMING HURDLE 
I jjgj (CLASS F) £2,750 added 2m 4f 

1 43904 SHAHRAN (21) (D) M Pjps 5 fl 12 RJohooi 

2 ««n iAHSDCrme(i^(O)PNthdh9«0 LCanrtaffl 

3 122*0 TtmuxrYUJRS(53)unp0 4-ni ciuttv 

4 00139 CHY BABY (24q A Means 4 HO C McCcrreacfc (7) 

i 05- TIE OPBWFOR (196) Q Richads fi to fl -R Bums (7) 


WOLVE RHA MPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 Gralmano 7-30 Kalamata 8.00 Corniche 
Quest 030 Raise A Prince 9.00 Teeploy GW 9J0 

Village Native 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS; 7i & 1m 6f - outside: rest - krckta. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High ftom Btto W4t 

• Ffcreeand, left-hand, oval course. 

• Cause to N of town on A449. WfluertiaT Vto n otaBofi Ini AD- 
MtSSION: Oub tt : ^tterealto BE (OAP mentoer* d DtamondCferti 
Efl); VtBMnto Restaurant 22530 inCkjdng errtrance and meal. CAR 
PARK: tea 

• LEADMO TRAINERS: R HoMnsfwad BO-577 (104%). II John- 
etan 53-230 (23%). A BaHoy 34-291 (117%) P HaMam 33-toS (178%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: G Dufflakl 27-178 (02%). F Lynch »234 
(03%) D Wright 23-247 (B3%)L Dean MCKaown 21-203 (103%) 

• FAVOURITES: 39M22S (324%) 

BUHKHTED FIRST TIME: Lartonanta (vfaoiect) (30^. Summorsa® 
(9i^ ^Moyorit (vfeored) P3C^ 

pynn l MULGRAVE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4,000 added 2YO 1m 100yds 

1 6000 GENWSpiO) SDmrBD PDoe(7)I 

2 300002 GHAUIAHO(SS)(BF) NUtTOtenSO SIAa«ith2 

3 HANUHAN HQHWAY M Tampfons 9 0 D Biggs 10 

4 00433 RUBAMMflQ(BP)PWdwyn90 RPoten4 

5 00 5B3TffiY(32)PCofc90„— D«*10Tle«(7)3 

8 0 SP)WTQFLOVE(USA) (3Z) H*finsen9D ..JRorehgS 

7 S FB1GHANAMA(3Z)SCWtensB9_. GDutJWdl 

S 4435 NARSBAPB) MJdhnstaiBO DeenMeKMan? 


B UUfiD- NBSTY GREY (538) G RaroBOS Rftmd 

7 QIXBZf TEXAS SCRAMBLE (FIQ(C)BB4ugie to 8-TDalcamlN 

8 M345 WADADA(T7] (D) DBUChfilBtoB DJBudMl 

B U0PD3- aiSIALD VSfTlIRfi (187) (D) FCtMn t) DS.-ftN tod 

to P&3P BUR AND FANCY (3$) Mb M Mean 8 to 5 DBanttoy 

11 2SDW NATIVE HELD (10) J rtaGrnk) B to 5 F Lately (3) 

-11 dadared- 

BETTING: 2-1 Lanolown*. M Tbtaly tore*. 5-1 SWrari, 7-1 Kahn FWd, 
10-1 Wadmto, 13-1 Mr And Fancy, Ttooa Seraadte, 30-1 Cry Bab% The 
Opontfoc 25-i Emanid Ventm, 33-1 ktaty Grey 

r v > in l LADBROKE FREEPHONE 0800524 524 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 
added 2m4f 

1 TOU3 £AKYDR»KS1p1JOShanwod9« to JA McCarthy 

2 P2Mr1 SAUXUNE(17)WKerrpBfr8 RJtknm 

3 /P50F1 |IR FUDGE (7) (D) M Smwdy to 10 6-JB H Naugttoa ^ 

4 B3M KOCS FROMSE (21) C Pepham 6 to to. JHr 0 HcPtsd (7) 

5 P543P ANOTTe?OOURSE(12)(D)CMni0toaW»SBarart^i 

-Sdscteratf- 

Mrimm m&£10sL True hancScap might Arndmr Come 9st 13b. 
BETTING: 04 BMyfhe, u KooV Piaatre, «-l Bafrr Drintac 94 Mr Fudge, 
7-1 Anothar Coma 

loinl TIM MOLONY MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
*- lu l CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 added 
3m 4f 110yds 

1 flSBJ- SBTmSTmiAME(224)(EF)GMEOourt6l20 

— Mr Jltsard (B) 


2 -mat DANGER BABY ( 20 ) P Bomen 7 II 5 BJohnaonB 

8 3505-1 DaMSAMOUfVUQI) MRpeStt Q Haute B 

4 031-1 HM OF PRAISE ( 13 ) 0 Svnwod 7 11 0 JAttcCwthy 

5 521/P- PROflSSSOR STRONG pl1)PNk*clS9to7_L0uwnteB 

B SBR21- MSS DISKBI (20fr RB ucMetB D 4-— G Hogan 

7 PBOPS PMtGto( 7 )(OMHmr«mJBB 1 — JlrGBowiwp) 

- 7 tedared- 

BETTING: 11-4 Dooi SaaounL 3-1 Danger Baby; 10040 HMi Of Pralsa, 
6-1 PM On, Mbs Otadn, KM Staar Sapteato, 13-1 Pndasrer fining 

(o’ aft l VICTOR NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 301171 NATIVE SHORE (tty (Ifr C Mm 5 11 G— Mr KflOfryan ( 7 ) 

2 3430 BOURBON DYNASTY (19 GFWwds 4 to B .JtBmna ( 7 ) 

3 OPDPD CMB r CHB>PE( 19 WM 9 mp 4 toto — C McCoreodc ( 7 ) 

4 2 B 62 J meiAMNSiapn)AVHareBtoto. — RJohnaen 

5 00- RHJWfDB) (274) Ms J ttbnai 7 to 12 DLatiiy 

8 2 fW ROSMARMO ( 17 ) WJorts 7 to to TJortS 

7 F 3 F 2-5 VADLAWY 5 (FH) pi) S Bredtahaa G to 12 - .CMauda 

B OOFP- PfUOTIVE LIGHT { 237 } A &riDi 7 to 7 NK 0 W 0 Ctai( 7 ) 

-Sdadared- 

BETTING: 6-4 NaBva Shorn, 2-1 Vadbnrya, 5-1 MkiaBa Maatat 8-1 Bour- 
btm Dynasty; 10-1 Rafloodac W-l floaraarino, 55-1 CbW CMppfe, Prto- 
fthaUgM 

| -Q-Jyi "| MAKERFIELD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
O.IUI d^ESJOO added 2m 

1 0 D 4 P 6 OUR MAM MAN (F 12 )RW**w 7110 DBanttoy 

2 P3U2-P RCBKS PflDE (11) (t^ C Ftapham 7 tl 0_ ~T Daaaxnbe 


9 0 StE-SA<9ICn)MsNMacaukyS9 PNcCabfpIO 

to 00 SOAP STONE (IB) A BateyBS KHodgaonS 

- iDtedarad- 

BETTWG: 5-2 Rsteama. 5-1 Fteghoia feta, M Mareite, SI Graham, 
6-1 Hw wi Watt—r, 12-t Spiift Of lava, Sacracy; 30-1 Gantea, 33-1 

etima 

pTonl FROST CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
l f -y u l £2300 added 1m 6f 166yds 

T JOflto KALAMAIA(181)fC)(BF) JGkw5 BO NDay5 

2 600805 Weis’S STAS (29) (C) D lAnay Smitti 4 g to 

DaMiHcKBomW 

3 itona petdsk« ( tag (CO) jFbaroe59D HWghan2 

4 031773 PRIVATE RXTURE (92) D Urts 6 9 Tl GDoflUdS 

5 52440 HU2AH (14) (C)R 683*77*1990 HMmSIl 

6 52325- P6A«.A»flVBBAmr(43fl(C)lfeSWtai484 

SWrtmthll 

7 090000 9HAKIYR(1S) (CD) RHctintaad694 F Lynch 10B 

6 53620 STATE APPROVAL (11) RPEeafe5*92_Gf%*narHt2 

9 54265 FWWLQA HESWJMBrarteyaag CLBalherg68 

fl 20022 BRODESSA(107)(n)MoMFte*^yfl8».JfeCUhana* 

fl B0Q333 MPPKKW&DowSBto PDntnft 

V 155001 TYCOON TINA (M) WU &SbcunB386.A McCarthy (7) 3 

- 12 daebrod - 

BETTING: 3-1 State Approval, 9-2 Katomata. 6-1 Wkfete Stn; 7-1 
Paioam 8-1 Prtwto’tew.S-IBrodeare.lWNBad Crews. 12-1 Sh^lR 
14-1 HB2ML 16-1 Tycoon Tina, 20-1 Peai Aontoamry, S3-1 Hfespios 

f Q A n] CLAIRE COURT HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
°* w £3.000 added flmes& mares 7f 

1 13020 PH0e«P(WCES6(eeMt*lten39ttJR|gl*ai(7)l1 

2 086002 CO RIiagQlgrca)WMOiarwin4aB^AEtteiyCTfg 

3 6033C MOOYMUacP)Glteganon394 DBggt2 

4 206000 AHYLB©f(t2}(C) JHWlBSi480. .J3aanMdCao»re3 V 


9 -60000 SHQWGIHL (B) (O J H Wfcon 3 a B SOMBOrewS 

S 0066C hEATHWTDS LADY (fl (CC5 RHortlrtiffld 6871 _F Lynch 6 

7 009- FLEUVE CTOR (378) D 1-1 Jcnra 3 8 0—S WMwortfi 9 

8 4M0SD ourassnwujmpitopjmnFifflocrteas 

CUmftrelftfll 

9 45003 HtYHieNSXWro WM&fa»ure4 a 4.A McCarthy p)1 

0 rwnnao ABSTONEQUBEN{t2)(D9PBnra384 DWrftfaBB 

If 6000S GBS-OFliYOREAMSfl^ Mf+Qb47 0_^.T BrtBams4 

« 050000 WMX3PN.Gm.t1toBPWrg37to PBrartay(7)7 

-izdadread- 

BETTINa 7-2 IMBy Mualc, 4-1 CbfnfcfM Quasi, 9-2 Haathyitfte Lady. 
1« Ptaonbr Prtnss, 1S2 RMr Entfen, 1M GU Of My Drsanur. 13-1 
Abatona amu. Any Ulgh, 14-1 GmanaaririlK 1M Haww DCt 20-1 

flttar* 

| Q 0n ) BARTLETT HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 1m 4f 

1 030171 RAIBEAPRMCE(FR)(1to(Q9VltaadK4 OIL — NDayG 

2 EeSBfiS PRINCE DAN2JG(1 to (Ctfr D Mc^andlS 9 OM Fteeon 7 

3 63600 ARCTIC TNUtflH? Pto P) BPflrtlgBBtoP RobfftS® 7 

4 002S12 RUWL(iq(CD)(BRJn»ce49B MWWwni 

5 KOQO RANDOM HNDNESSpO)(C)f!'rBram AST — A dart 12 

6 56038 GLOWFOflUM (29) (CtJ) LI*n&guB Hal69fl._FLyndi9 

7 iOOOO- VMMU)0(43D(q(D)MJdrsnS95JtenUcK*eanT1 

6 03000 ALSAI® (USA) (14 (Q Wlfea’492 C LOWthar (3) 4 

9 2-3312 ENLBIHJfl2to(Bf)SVM(tentt392 GDufltaklS 

0 267460 PHBWESnAWEJM) (CD) Dlbydi Janes 1190 

JoaNng ftchreda (T) B 

It HM4 CHAfMYAOOJACK(MO)(B^1Caretd4BBJDBggBlo 

to 60040 fO MUNDf Pto (CS) PEvanjSBB D Wright 8 

- 12 daefarad - 

BETTING: 114 Eolated. 5-1 Gtow Fbnoi, l(-2 RMaa A Princa. 8>i FMaL 
7-1 RrecMimto,B-1 Princa Dardg. 10-1 Randan Nndnasa, 12-1 Cfta» 
wood J«*, 16-1 Vlnteloo, 2M Pr0marDaaGa.Ataa4dfa.28-1 Arctic Tlui- 


3 434MU SPACE THUCKEH (13) (D) (BF) Ub J Honngkn(k^ 6 h 0. 

— J fl Mwanagh 

4 P33FP THE SECRET GREY (ZCj DUcCW fill 0 TJeHkaB 

5 P426P IK HYQ9E (188) 66 M ItaimnJ 7 11 Q_Jlr C Bonnar (3) 

B 05222 ZABADI pi] (D) D Mchobcn 5 fl 0 RJohnaon 

-Bdadtrad- 

BETTWG: « Spare fruefcar. 114 ZilwdL 14-1 Tha Sacret Gray, 16-1 
UK Hygtana, 20-1 Robins Prida, 25-1 Our Main Man 

loTcl HAYDOCK GOLD CARD HANDICAP 
HURDLE (Qoalffler) (CLASS B) £7,000 
added 2m 6f 

1 6toH ALLEGATION (21) (C) (D) It Hpa 7 11 C . C. Dunham p)V 

2 12332- 1DU0RBELL(2S1)(D) AIHh«arei9Oto.CMcC0madi(7) 

3 3C1-5 COUFBARtL (18) (D) (BF) M HpoB to9._ JHuat(7) 

4 C2G- MBfTTVORE TOWERS (239) fete J Prtnan 5 to 8 _.D Laahy 

5 43446- OUrSET(R2to(Q)(D)HhreTiixnj7 03.-MrCBonier(to 

6 5IF53 BALM4AK (18) D Ganddfo 8 01 SopHa MtefoB (S) 

7 05-1 DEANQrSBBK>pi)(D)MPipeStol.^ XMaada 

8 3-2126 CASTLE SECRET (Pl9) (D) D BtftM 11 OO-DJ Borchal 

9 P3/3-5 MWTSLAD (14) (D) J J CfNal 7 10 0 L Caspar (7) 1 

to- SD06 SLS>n»BiPtoJJONel6toO A Rocha I 

11 1056 H0ISHAAR (USA) (U9LLingo5 BO. Doottfed 

-11 dadend- 

mtmunwa^i0a-buelBnaeafiealgho:CaaaSaaei0al4b,kbeBlBd 
MISb. Shepy AnrU 2*>. MansheaBst 2K 
BEmiG: 74 DaanoV Baaok 96 Baiant. M OutiaL 8-1 Meittnora TbWK 
ars, 1M CeutberB, 12*1 Major Bel. AlegaOoo, 14-1 Caste SacreL NW 
Sleepy Mvo; 20-1 Magsted 


l OAft l CHARLESTON MANOR SELLING STAKES 
a " uu l (CLASS G) E2JSOO added 2Y07T 

1 00000 JOCKWBLS1 (5) D CJBfwwi 8 V. ACuhnaS 

2 000000 LARAUANIA pi) P Eore 8 & -TG MclaugMklflV 

3 460652 SHAHPHa*EY(3)UraNMacaJey6E DBtagalV 

4 48030 SUNHSBEKT CQfQ 0 htatnaaB to -Dean MeKaoan 6 B 

5 0000 COWAWS GAMBLE (14) QBajtfiS7 Rftrtoifl7 

e o KMGHTCRACKBT (98) 8 Paacock 0 7 C Lnattwr (3) 4 

7 00 MAfeafSPHSKKptoASateyS?. K Hodgson 5 

8 4(W5B0 SMG FHIME (2fl) R HcMtaad 8 7 ^.JMCatoW 

9 3 TS’LDYQiflL(QNLiknadBnB7— ... -DWrtgbtS 

to OOOOU THE DHU1QESS P6) G &B«Y B 7 P Do# (7) SB 

-lOdKtored- 

BETT1NG: 156 fraptoy GH, M Bheip Monkey « Sbig Far Me, lM 
Strenrantli, 10-1 HaoUte Paation, 16-1 Larareanii, 20-1 othwa 

— S=1 HEENS HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 
I added 5f 

1 304602 HOTERRADBIp1]nEW»ta3toaJ(naay(n6B 

2 643423 NOBAUNO (11) PtaNItecatey 3100... .FBeCatw 0)1 

3 SOOOO CHBJJNB(to(CD) NTk1der3Bto R WMrei (5) 5 B 

4 300002 tC£AGEpS(nRVMams39to OBtgaWB 

5 OQOOOQ SHADOW JLMYpS) (CO) QChBpiW7BB.ACu«B»TB 1 

6 003440 SLKCOTOGEMpDIRWiSalcrSSB^Dn MeKaoan 12 

7 3B5S0 VKiAGE NATIVE miClQ K C-Brean 4 0 6 ACM4B 

8 403050 Slim»0nc(3tob£tar4fla Fanning 2 V 

9 50Q40 1UVJ&iEPWQU0r7J)ID)WGMfrra39a_.___.. | 

0 McGaflh (]) 13 i 

V 01*230 FEATHBBT0NELAIiE(11)(Clfr ME3LSUtfal897..,_,.. 

MWUHH6 I 

1 ?3Xg> AUftZ «^(Ofr QByKetew^796 AVfhsianpjll 

to 000000 8UPmR0aamiCD)fl 639101895 .HtaSteanBSB 
to OS3B5 BASWTABfiAWM^BB^6g2.-_PFWartr(to3 

ffiTTWa-fl^ Ire Ago, 1VZ Nabatao, 6-1 Mlrear Raktor, 7-1 Sift Codago, 
84 FareteMnna Una.9-1 A»c. in Vtoaga maw. Baaftfcil Bnwe, 12-1 

CbBn^SfaadoaJwySUAIDrfe. 18-1 MaVKhPanpia, 20-1 Sflw Rocky 


NEWBURY 

H5- CoTimar tino is nn&eatep ths 

season, gaining easy wins on 
■ —a .1 Vomnttni and on 


good ground at Kemptuu — 

tfajs trade. On a similar surface, 

he would be the selection, but 
further overnight rain would 

make today's going very p&jjS- 
This would bring Jnyusk w 00 

has^nintlK heavy, mlothew- 

gument along with TM SOT 
POSIN. The latter performed 

I wdl in the mud during a very use- 
ful plat career and Richard 
Rowe holds the Cbmpion Hur- 
dle fourth in high regard 

n n n 

L50: Mistinguett is a tough 

mare who should stay well but the 

Twision-Davies yard is going 
through a speU of poor form at 
ii hpd rn look 


preacm *»uu i» 

elsewhere. Angelo’s Doable acts 
well in the mud and would be a 
threat if near peak condition for 
his reappearance. ANTAPOURA 
arrives from Ireland with strong 
rfaimfi. having been second to 
Whar A Question in this event 
a year ago. 

COO 

2J 5z Sony Bay is a worthy 
favourite, but he has always per- 
formed best when fresh, and 
there is no telling whether a Hay- 
dock wm just 10 days ago has tak- 
en the edge of him. TIME FOR 

A RUN has form in heavy ground 
and will be held up for a late run 
by Charlie Swan. 


HYPERIONS 

TV TIPS 

NEWCAS TLE 

L4& SPEAKER ^ WETHERJLL, 
in great form of late- strolled 
IxmK by 22 lengths from Lord Of 

The West over 3m If at Wsthcr- 
by last time and can follow up. 
Royal Vacation may prove the 
biggest danger. 

□Gp 

2.15: WHIP HAND, who beat ; 

Red Raja by four lengths in a 2ra i 

110yds pattern hurdle at Ain tree 
Last time, figures on a very lenient 
handicap mark, here and will be 
bard to beat Stash The Cash 
may be the one to chase him 
home. 

□ on 

2A5: RIVER DNSfOON, who 
stayed on well to finish '3 1 /:- 

lengths second to Manor Mieo 
over 2m 4f 110yds at phd- 
tenham recently, can go. one 
better today. Blue Chan, if 
stripping fit after a lengthy lay- 
off, could prove the chief threat 

□QQ 

3.15: WELL APPOINTED* who 
beat China King by ahead, aver 
2m 2f at Kdso last time, remains 
fairly handicapped and cas fol- 
low up. Quango and Bores look 
the biggest dangers. ..- v 


Wop Jockey: P Scudamore 0 - Strands Of Gold (1968V Chatam (891) 
J Osborne (2) - Arte Cal (1990). Coome HM (896) 


J = Joint favourite; pu « puled up 


FIRST SHOW 

Having been 12-1 with Lad- 
brokes prior to his 1 1-length vic- 
tory in the Edward Hanmer 
Memorial Limited Handicap 
Chase at Haydock, and 4-1 
with William HiU at Monday’s 
five-day stage, Sony Bay goes 
into today's Hennessy Cognac 
Gold Cup Handicap Chase 
(2 J5 ) at Newbury a top-priced 
11-4 favourite with the same 
firm - Coral go just 9-4. 

Hme For A Run, available at 
10-1 with Ladbrokes a few 
weeks ago, has been shortened 
up to a top-priced 6-1 with 
William Hill, while Belmont 

Newbury — 2.25 

{tee C_ _H l T 

Sigfty 94 114 M 5-2 

TtawForARira flj Bj 5-1 5-1 

DytaBAtaki 7-1 &i b-i 7-1 


King has been backed from 12-1 
down to a best-priced 9-1 with 
Coral and the tote. j 

Among the outsiders, Ciel 
De Brion, who was cut from 
16-1 to 12-1 with William Hill 
yesterday after but is still avail- 
able at 16-1 with Coral and the 
Tote, may be the most inter- 
esting. 

Al Newcastle, Whip Hand is 
a best-priced 2-1 favourite with 
William Hill for the Newcastle 
Building Society Fighting Fifth 
Handicap Hurdle (2.15)- Lad- 
brokes gq 6-4. The mud-loving 
Master Bevded is 6-1 with Lad- 
brokes - William Hill go 4-1 - 
while Padre Mlo is 16-1 with 
William Hill - Ladbrokes and 
the Tote offer just 12-1. 

- (an Davies 



G»* a qwteriha adds; pfass f. a 3 
C - Carat H - VAam HI L- LateokwT-Tte 


RESULTS 

NEWBURY 

. , :«*'JWKWATCH (A P McCoy) 2-3 
2. Kfixlde Ud 7-2; 3. Bor**on 2^1 
J? ran- A 14. (M Plpa WMngkxj) ToOr. C160- 
Ciat rtfiO, E34Q DF: C22Q CSR £182. fr*a : 
ET3S0. 

1 Jtt 1. STRONG CHAIRMAN (T J Mur- 
EESL"- 1 2> Jw 2- W*H 6-5. 3 ran. 13. (P 
N«w%Shepion Matet). frjte: £17H DF: 
£130. CSF: E2S1 Non ftjmer. Jaicanto. 

_ 2-00: 1 ..STORMYFMRWEATHER (M A 
RboaraW 1 3-i jifav; & Rtoariue 4-1 : a Ifis- 
* r ffm. 8 - 1 - 7 ran. 3-1 K fev logins (BBiL 6. 
®-_2J J*®"2* 3on ' L a™aumffcto; £330: 
S*k£Zao W: Eflaa CSF: CT291. Tricast 
B®04 Trio: £2460. MTs: Nafaawal. Notate 
Colours. 

taSSK'a'SMStta 

22? O^te-^lrtnm. hd, efia. (0 Shar- 

S5S5* , ^S*^L^ B SS un, > To * b: DF; 

5ft Strong Madkre. 

. yy i- WEl ^H SUX (Scptte Wthei) 

^sstBsassaisfis 

t asi£5S!Kiffias;te 

•tattpoe £332.7(1 
Ptflcapot Eiafia Ouadpot: cam 
PtaCB 6: neM Place S: £1435 

BANGOR 

_ Mfc f- R3R2AIR (P Carberry) 9-1; o 
Oiw More For Luek 1-2 tar. aLthrente 
“mm KPt Tl ran. 2 T7. (J J OTfefl. Pnn. 

5"- **■ G <P Nrahoteon. flempte Gultrn). 

SSSSSJh 11 *** DF: 

(Q Tdrmey) 

m nlrc^£L M *S ml “Pi a rh. 


&cfnn« a man odds, phees 1. 2, 3 
C-Cort H-Vton laL-Lafaolea T-Tbte 


VVBURY UNGFIELD 

Sntx*H££5y£? 1Z10; ^ MUSTANG (Date Gtaon) 7-1 • 
DaWMngtonnbtarevEO 1 ff^n. 3 '.2 e8,afTTlBFciree 

MG CHAIRMAN (T J Mur- 

Vbhnri 6-5 3 ran. U (P . I. 1 ® 1 ; LIFTTHE OFFTER (PDotofl 4-6 
Mate!). fr»te: E17U DF: ^ 2 L^Magte 16-1; 3. CMinVl 
Nw ftjmer. Jalcanto. Harrow Tore: £wo: £tn 

MYFA1RWEATHER (M A DF: £730. CSF: 0062 frta- 

v.2. Rtptelus 4 - 1 ; 3 . Mb- ^SJQ ' 

SSfiSK® rf’SffJSEKRSESffi 

lAiSSBJK - 

*oum) Tote: E2SG DF: ^v 3 - Ffaher Dan 

NR: Strang Madkn. Tte«C73Q; 

H SILK PcpSo MOKdj CMG DR E3B2Q CSF: S303L 

fawlon 10-1; 2 RatTlra ^^340 

10 ran. nk, 7 (O Gandcf- 2.10: 1. APOLLO RED [Candy Moms) 
1,040: Cisa £240, £120. *- Spaedy Cfaamic 7-i^Stew 

30fl& Trtsast £6123. Tho: ndgaQ-t 13 ran. 7-2 fav Bobo feMfe tM 

«eua Trio: £17070. NR: 

WfottAvler fav. 12 ran. 2, 17. m 

face 5: £1495. £13530 *-wuua mo: 

JNGOR , MVSTAGOGUE (P Dotes) 7-Z; 

WR(P Carberry) 9-1; 2. 7,^^ 

SSfSSffsr 

®.Ei2aEzaaoF:£zsQ r, 3 ^ 01 l lAHOTHB,Mof tKWrRQu8Sa 
WO. Wfar;2 Vramten 14-1; a. Dani dS 

TJVORYIAMagurejM S^®L l H ,,l,,L i ,A - 2 -^h9W4^S 

’ 12-1; 3. SetetM s CM. 6B3& £190, BA30^EaSn 


Pracitiuswandot 


EKW4. ■ ^ oar: raaea Trrcast: 

g^ftBMsaaEBB 

ajttffifEBsrfBS 

Mt CTM » Trio: 

cM»A»22EWWrcr«^ 


Tito: &9Q3Q. W. SuabTL 


• — r, ~v" ^" n i | An, t>nw v 

Piaateigasa-PfaoBftguftqg 

Y~~~ 

the INDEPEnttfisit 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

l5jg_Cg| U,6iiT ABTg|^g^| 

NEwgugY 

NEWCASTLE 

HAYDOCK ~l7T--5 jg~ 

WARWICK 

ttOLVaMAWTON®[^g^‘ 

□1&26T970 
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Photograph: Nick Stuart 


Leap in the Raric Suny Bay locking up the dirt at Haydock ten days ago for an afl-the-way victory that ensured favouritism for todays big race 

Bradley forecasts a bright future for Suny 
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It is 13 years since a 
favourite won the 
Hermessy Gold Cup, but 
a rider with a chequered 
career in the race is 
feeling lucky on board 
the chaser who will carry 
most punters* cash, 

>rts Richard Edmondson. 




*s 


r . . - t.f & 


When it comes to short careers. 
National Hunt jockey is right up 
there with kamikaze pilot and 
Oilver Reed's drinking com- 
panion. Graham Bradley is the 
exception to die rule. 

At the age of 37, the York- 
shireman ought really to be run- 
ning a tipping service, guesting 
on the proliferation of racing 
programmes that have risen 
like weeds, or just' plain eating. 
However, the dd bones are still 
groaning on and they are op- 
erating pretty much in unison 
if the jockey’s continued support 
from the nation's trainers is a 
barometer. 

Bradley has had a choice for 
this afternoon’s Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Newbury. He could 
Jiave ridden either last year’s 
pinner, Coome Hill, or Suny 


Bay, whom many, the book- 
makers included, expect to be 
accepting the trophy-polishing 
duties after today’s41st running 
of the race. 

Bradley has plumped for 
the latter and there is histori- 
cal perspective at play here as 
some judges anticipate Suny 
Bay may progress from this 
contest to win the Gold Cup. 
The last beast to manage this 
double was Michael Dickin- 
son’s Brega wn, who, back in 
1982, was entrusted to a young 
rider at Harewood who did not 
spend a fortune on razors, one 
G Bradley. 

Bradley could have ridden a 
Hennessy victor for Suny Bay’s 
trainer, Charlie Brooks, two 
years ago, but was aboard Black 
Humour as the stablemate 
Coukhit Be Better strode home. 


Brooks was dose to being a for- 
lorn figure that day as he felt he 
owed Bradley one. Tbday is 
payback time. The jockey ap- 
preciates iL 

“Suny Bay was so impressive 
at Haydock [in the Edward 
Hanmer Handicap Chase ear- 
lier this month] that I had to stay 
with him,’' he said yesterday. “I 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Suny Bay 
(Newbury 2.25) . . 

NB: I'm Supposm 
(Newbury 1.15) : 

was amazed at how easily he 
won and It was a performance 
that bad Gold Cup, never mind 
Hennessy, written all over iL 
“He rides, and feels, like a 
much improved horse this sea- 
son and although we know he 


gpes well on the soft or heavy 
I wouldn't mind if there was no 
more rain as Lhe ground at Hay- 
dock was beautiful and he ab- 
solutely pinged off it. 

"I said afterwards that he 
was up therewith Brega wn and 
Wiyward Lad as the best I’ve 
ever ridden and, while he's got 
to give quite a lot of weight away 
to one or two useful horses, I 
do think he’s got a great chance. 
He jumps and stays and he’s get- 
ting better all die time.” 

There is a caveat in the fact 
thatBumnigh HOI Lad in 1984 
was the last favourite to win a 
Hennessy. There are others 
with pedigree in the race (not 
least the Voice who today com- 
pletes bis 40th and last com- 
mentary of the great race). 
Martin Pipe is after his third 
Hennessy with Eudipe, follow- 


ing the exploits of Strands Of 
Gold (1988) and Chatam 
(1991). 

The five-year-old has the 
blinkers removed for this af- 
ternoon’s assignment, but 
would certainly have more 
chance if all his rivals were fit- 
ted with pillowcases. 

The one that everyone 
seems to fear is Ireland's lime 
For A Ron. who significantly 
sneaks into the race on IQsl His 
foxy connections are owner JP 
McManus and trainer Edward 
O’Grady (the artist formerly 
known as Eddie). Their vehicle 
has hardly branded reliability as 
his most potent weapon though, 
and his threat may have been 
overrated. "Dying Again too is 
fancied, but this seems hardly 
the occasion to examine if he 
gets a trip of this nature. 


McCoy caught out as Challenger fades 


A treble narrowly eluded Tbny 
McCoy at Newbury yesterday 
when Challenger du Luc, hot 
favourite for the Jacky Upton 
Handicap Chase, was caught on 
the line and beaten a head by 
Callisoe Bay. 


Richard Dunwoody expert- 
ly demonstrated how the Pipe 
chaser needs the most patient 
of handling when winning last 
year's Murphy's Gold Cup. 
Yesterday, McCoy waited until 
the last fence to produce his 


mount to collar his apparently 
beaten rival only to get no re- 
sponse from the horse on the 
run to the line. 

“Cattsoe Bay battled and the 
other fellow didn't," said win- 
ning trainer Oliver Sherwood. 


Martin Pipe yesterday broke 
his own record for the fastest 
century of jump winners with 
odds-on shot Rainwatch at 
Newbury. He was reaching the 
target 15 days ahead of last 
year’s schedule. 


An each-way consideration 
is Belmont King, whose stable 
is going well and is not adverse 
to the odd yomp, as he showed 
when winning the Scottish Na- 
tional. 

In addition, Francois 
Doumen does not come over 
here just to enjoy our fine cui- 
sine and sartorial elegance, and 
one of his entry should reach the 
frame. The general belief is that 
the Frenchman to figure wifi be 
Djeddah, but he ts unlikely to 
appreciate the ground. Clel De 
Boon, who is owned by a mem- 
ber of the Hennessy family, 
Henri de PracomtaL therefore 
looks the one for hopeful spec- 
ulators. Far those with harder 
heads and strong constitutions, 
however, the only win bet ap- 
pears to be on the short-priced 
SUNY BAY (nap 225). 

Earlier on the card, Mist- 
inguett will be a popular choice, 
but in a protracted contest in 
this ground only for the brave 
Spring Marathon (1.50) may be 
more than a coincidence selec- 
tion. Pm Supposm (next best 
1.15) is well fended by his learn 
for die Gerry Feilden Hurdle. 
They are not frightened of the 
likely favourite, Sanmartino, 
especially in receipt of 61b. 



Don't rule out Barton Bank but the brandy should go to Bay 


Barton Bank: Although now 
1 1, "Barton Bank ran a crack- 
er on his seasonal reappear- 
ance behind. One Man at 
Wetherby. The flying grey 
franked the form by winning 
the Peterborough Chase and 
even with top-weight this old 
warborse wil) put up a brave 
show.. : 

Coome Hill: Back in con- 
tention after an injury scare fol- 
lowing his third to Baiqo at 
Chel tenham , In races of this 
cafibre a horse has to be 100 
percent and last yearis winner 
carries 241b more on this oc- 
casion. - 


Suny Bay: An impressive win- 
ner at Haydock last week, he 
made all to win by 11 lengths. 
With more rain forecast, his 
chan ces can only improve and 
his jockey Graham Bradley is 
bullish. 

Belmont tting ! No problems 
■with stamina for Paul NichoQs’ 
Scottish Grand National win- 
ner but his fitness may be 
questioned on his first ap- 
pearance of the season. 

Eudipe: This horse seems well 
held after also finishing behind 
Suny Bay at Haydock. I can’t 
see too much improvement. 


The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) gives a 
mnner-by runner analysis of today's 
Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup Chase. 



Dying Again: He is haring his 
first run of the season but is 
nicely weighted and has 
Richard Dunwoody on board. 

Djeddah: Francois Doumen ’s 
Djeddah is a young, progres- 
sive chaser but this is an awe- 
some test 

General Vfolfe Second to Suny 
Bay in that Haydock event 
but whether he can make up 1 1 


lengths on just lib better terms 
is another question. 

Iforkshire Gale: Another ever- 
green campaigner but, unlike 
Barton Bank, I'm not con- 
vinced he retains his youthful 
enthusiasm. 

Oh So Risky: A useful hurdler 
in his day but has limited chas- 
ing experience. He did take a 
tumble last time. 


Time For A Run: He wasn’t 
asked too many questions on 
his seasonal debut and will strip 
a lot fitter at Newbury. He wdl 
appreciate every drop of rain 
we get! 

Bell Staflboy: He ran over 
hurdles last time but jumping 
is the name of the game in the 
Hennessy. 

Grange Brake: Another 11- 
year-old. This definitely can’t 
wini 

Cidl DeBriknc Another French 
raider -who is well out of the 
handicap. 


Conclusion: My old sparring 
partner Graham Bradley is 
convinced that SUNY BAY will 
land the prize and I agree 
with him. The grey is definite- 
ly the one they all have to beat 
but the veteran Barton Bank, 
who was runner up to Mr 
Mulligan in the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup back in March, and 
the progressive Dying Again 
will push “Brad” every inch of 
this extended three and a quar- 
ter miles. 

• Last week’s selection for the 
First National Bank Gold Cup 
Handicap Chase at Ascot, Sim- 
ply Dashing, won at 4-1. 
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K is for . . . 


KelWay, Gay: Young, up- 
wardly mobile trainer who 
seems to have inherited all of 
her father's aptitude for 
preparing horses, but fortu- 
nately rather less of his op- 
timism. Paul K was famous 
for setting his charges ap- 
parently impossible tasks, in 
the certain knowledge that 
every once in a while, one of 
them would pop up at 33-1. 
Gay, by contrast, appears to 
nm 3 punting stable in the 
old tradition, based not only 
on a realistic assessment of 
a fanner’s chance, but also a 
desire to ensure that no win- 
ner goes unbacked. This 
commendable attitude, com- 
bined with a rare talent for 
maring improvement from 
other trainers’ cast-offs, will 
make Kelleway s stable one 
to keep an eye on for years 
to come. 

Kieren. As in, “Goowon, 
Keren ", lhe ay of satisfied 
punters for most of the last 
eight months. Strangely 
enough, one of the best mo- 
ments of Lhe year for Mr Fal- 
lon’s army of fans was the 
bizarre aberration which saw 
the new champion jockey 
trying to force Bosra Sham 
up the inside in lhe Bdipse 
Stakes at Sandown Park. 
Even punters who were all of 
three thousand miles away, 
in the beach bars-cum-bet- 
ting shops which take the SIS 
feed into the West Indies, 
could see perfectly well that 
Kieren did not have the 
space on the rail to swing so 
much as a kitten, but he, for 
whatever reason, carried on 
regardless and ended up nar- 
rowly beaten. The fallout 
which followed - not least 
from Henry Cecil - no doubt 
persuaded a number of pun- 
ters that he was unreliable, 
and thus ensured that, there 
will still be at leasL a few 
mugs next year whose scep- 
ticism could allow Billon's 
mounts to start at bankable 
prices. A level-stakes return 
.forihe 1998 season to match 
this year's incredible £118 
may be asking too much, but 
the Irishman is still any 
punter's best friend in the 
weighing room. 

Knock-out: Dubious prac- 
tice which was (allegedly) a 
favourite trick rtf certain on- 
course bookmakers in the 
early 1980s. Tfaking advan- 
tage of the pitifully weak 
markets at many midweek 
meetings, a small group of 
bookies would find a horse 
they fancied and lay it at 
greatly inflated prices (4-1, 
say, about a solid 6-4 
chance). This was not quite 
as suicidal as might first ap- 
pear, for the bookies knew 
that while they would still 
only take pennies for it on 
course, their own thick wads 
of pounds were on the nose 
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with off-course bookmak- 
ers, at starting price. They 
would yell their odds as loud- 
ly as possible, and the SP re- 
porters from the Sporting 
Life and Press Association 
had no choice but to adjust 
the starting price according- 
ly. No-one was ever found 
guilty of conspiring to pull off 
a knock-out coup, but the 
suspicion that such shenani- 
gans might be taking place 
was all the excuse the major 
bookies needed to begin 
blowing serious money hack 
to the course, to ensure that 
starting prices conformed to 
their own grand [dan. 

Knowledge, inside: Would 
you buy a used car from John 

de Lorean? Or a burglar 
alarm from Group 4? Of 
course you wouldn’t So why 
is it that no rmal, rational 
people lose all grasp of their 
senses when it seems that 
someone is letting them in on 
a racing secret? About 10 
years ago, for instance, I 
was standing in a London 
pub one Saturday night when 
a dishevelled and wild-eyed 
drunk wandered past and, for 
no obvious reason, tipped 
everyone an "absholute sher- 
tainty”, which was due to run 
in a race at Leicester, of all 
places, the following 
Wednesday. Amazing ly 
enough, the beast in question 
did indeed appear among Lhe 
runners there four days lat- 
er, and your correspondent 

- purely out of academic in- 
terest, of course - just hap- ■ 
pened to stop by a betting 
shop 10 minutes before the : 
off. The opening show came 
through at 9-1, which was 
available for all of five sec- 
onds, after which an incred- 
ible run developed. It 
shortened to 8-1, then 7s, 6 s, 
5s and all odds down to 9-4 
in do more than 60 seconds 

- so quickly, in fact, that the 
m a n on the "fennoy could not 
keep up. The tipster, it ap- 
peared, had rather more 
than one regular watering 
bole, and wherever he was 
that Wednesday afternoon, 
he was probabiy still so plas- 
tered that, when the horse 
crawled home 12 th. he could 
see the funny side of it alL 
Hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands, of people in shops 
across the capital just felt 
very, very stupid. 


NAPP calls off the 
punters’ crusade 


The volunteers who have 
spent six years campaigning 
for punters have decided to 
give up die fight. Greg Wood 
believes that every backer in 
Britain was a loser yesterday: 

The sums are incredible. Every 
year, British gamblers con- 
tribute almost £2.4 billion 
pounds to the Treasury. It is 
punters who play the horses in 
betting shops who provide the 
annual £50m or so which the 
Levy Board distributes to own- 
ers and courses to keep the en- 
tire industry afloat And yet 
when volunteers who founded 
the National Association for the 
Protection of Punters decided 
yesterday that the organisation 
could not go on, they had ‘'just 
enough money in the account”, 
according to Michael Singer, 
NAPP’s chairman, “to pay the 
final phone bflj”. 

The dozens of punters who 
contact NAPP every week with 
complaints against bookmakers 
will now have nowhere to tuns, 
“There are minions and mfflions 
of consumers who are being de- 
nied any form of regulation or 
protection whatsoever,” Singer 
said yesterday. “It’s a national 
scandal that not a penny of the 
£1.4bn which the Government 
receives from gambling is going 
back to protect the people pro- 
viding it” 


The dissolution of NAPP 
seemed imminent a little over 
six months ago, but Singer was 
persuaded by various contacts 
in the then Opposition that a 
Labour government would 
make all the difference. They 
had asked the Levy Board — 
which, remember, is simply col- 
lecting and dishing out punters’ 
money - for an annual grant of 
about £250,000 to fund an of- 
fice and up to five full- rime s taff 
(and if that sounds tike a lot, it 
is worth noting tha t the Levy 
Board itself spend almost 
a year on administration). 

The money would have al- 
lowed NAPP to continue cam- 
paigning, among other things, 
fora betting ombudsman to re- 
solve disputes, a bonding 
scheme to protect punters when 
bookies go bust, and tighter 
guidelines the magistrates who 
issue betting permits. 

Al a meeting on Thursday 
with George Howarth at the 
Home Office, however, it quick- 
ly became dear that new 
Labour lakes a distinctly old 
Tbiy approach to punter pro- 
tection. “We were asking for 
half of one per cent of the Levy 
collected,” Singer said, “bat 
quite honestly it wouldn't have 
mattered if we'd asked for a fiv- 
er. With this government, you’re 
supposed to give them money, 
and then you might get a meet- 
ing with the top man.” 
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Friend of the 
horses finally 
hangs up his 
microphone 


Peter O’Sullevan will call 
the horses home for the 
last time at Newbury this 
afternoon, bringing down 
the curtain on half a 
century of commentary 
for the BBC. His 
contribution to racing 
has been remarkable. 


He may not feel like it as he 
squeezes into his eyrie above 
Newbury this afternoon, just 
four months shy of his 80th 
birthday, but Peter O’SulIevan 
is the racing equivalent of Elle 
MacPhersan. 

Just as fashion has “the 
Body", so the turf has ’‘the 
Voice", and however you 
choose to measure fame, there 
are few greater accolades than 
to lay claim to the definite 
article. He deserves it. of 
course. When sports broad- 
casting was all clipped mous- 
taches and God Save The King, 
the Voice was there, with its tid- 
ings from deep within the fog 
that was monochrome. 

It brought Arkle and Mill 
House to the masses, called 
Red Rum home as he won his 
third National “like a fresh 
horse", and then Desert Orchid 
- “he’s beginning to get up" - 
in the Gold Cup 12 years later. 

Above all, 

O'Sullevan was 
the Saturday 
background 
noise for gener- 
ations of British 
children. People 

who have never 

visited a betting 
shop or racecourse in their 
aduh life can still be swept back 
20 years by the sound of the 
Voice changing pitch as the 
leaders pass the furlong pole. 

But it is the sort of celebrity 
which can work both ways. “Fm 
only a Moody commentator," he 
said recently, as he considered 
the attention which iiis impend- 
ing retirement has attracted. In 
truth, though, commentating has 
been just a small part of O’SuQ- 
evan's life on the turf. 

As a punter and an owner, he 
has fed money into both ends of 
the machine, and as a journal- 
ist be has helped with the ser- 
vicing and even the occasional 
major overhaul. For 36 years, 
until 1986, his column in the Dai- 
ly Express was impeccably in- 
formed, thougbtful and a 
regular source of winneis. 

He was instrumental in the 
paper’s sponsorship - recently 
discontinued, much to his dis- 
gust - of the Triumph Hurdle, 
a race won in his colours by 
Altivo in 1974. His commentary 
on the closing stages was fa- 
mously impartial, though short- 
ly afterwards came one of the 
only recorded instances of an 
O’Sullevan “enr”. “Artivo," he 
said, “owned by... errr... Peter 
O’Sullevan." He sounded al- 
most embarrassed. 

This much is in the form book 
and the archives, not to mention 
his autobiography. Calling The 


Horses , but the strand which has 
linked it all is sometimes over- 
looked. For O'Sullevan has 
always been thoroughly biased 
- be is firmly, irredeemably on 
the side of the horses. 

This was not something tha t 
might have been predicted 
when the asthma which blight- 
ed his childhood was wrongly di- 
agnosed by one doctor as an 
allergy to horses, and by the 
time his mistake had been re- 
alised, O’SuIievan’s beloved 
first pony had been sold. 

Not before it had kindled a 
passion for afl things equine, 
though, and he joined the Press 
Association’s racing desk in 
1944. Not long afterwards, he 
was the race-reader assisting Pe- 
ter Dimmock, one of the BBC’s 
first commentators, and thanks 
to Dimmock's generous rec- 
ommendation - “he is as good 
as I am bad" -soon permanently 
behind the microphone which 
only now is he ready to leave. 

Through afl that time, O'Sull- 
evan has campaigned to im- 
prove the lot of the horses, and 
in doing so has shown more com- 
passion and vison than racing ad- 
ministrators half his age. When, 
for example, an American “out- 
sider" called Carrie Humble de- 
cided to set up the first (and stffl 
the only) centre in Britain to re- 
habilitate ex-racehorses, O’Sull- 
evan was a crucial ally. 

“It would 

have been very 
difficult to get as 
far as we have 
without his name 
being behind us, 
and without him 

continuing to 

talk about us," 
she says. “The first time I spoke 
to him, I was a little in awe of 
him, he was the great Vbice of 
Raring, but be just made me 
want to do the best that I could. 

I sometimes say to the people 
in the yard, ‘Remember that Pe- 
ter O'Sullevan could turn up 
here tomorrow. I want this 
place dean'. He’s a fine man, 
and I haven’t met very many of 
those in this world, and I'm a 
well-travelled lady. He’s a man 
I wouldn't want to let down.” 

The good news for the hors- 
es is that the campaigning will 
not stop. “Racehorses should be 
caught," O’Sullevan says, “be- 
fore they start the downward 
spiral that ends at very unap- 
pealing markets. I think that it's 
one of the good things about our 
time that there is a greater 
feeling of compassion towards 
animals, a feeling that we are re- 
sponsible, as so-called superior 
creatures, for the lesser crea- 
tures. Hope fully, we will get an 
initiative going in time to get of- 
ficial funding for rehabilita- 
tion. and that’s something I 
would hope to be involved in.” 

Abuse of the whip, too, will 
still nag at him in retirement. 
“There is no excuse for abuse, 
and I think there is abuse at 
times when horses are tired and 
the money is down. We are 
slightly accustomed to this busi- 
ness of having a right crack at 
a horse, but if it appears that 
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Peter O’Sulevan thinks *itfr one of the good things about our time that there is a greater feeSng of compassion towards animals’ Photograph: Robert HaHam 


racing people go to extreme 
lengths to achieve their aims, 
racing will lose its appeal." 

It would be a fitting tribute - 
to the man perched high above 
the grandstand if the jockeys rid- 
ing a finish in the Hennessy left 
their whips unflourished. Wish- 
ful thinking, perhaps, but the 
race itself is still a carefully cho- 
sen sign-off. 

The best two horses to cany 
his colours, Attjvo and Be 
Friendly, a fine sprinter in the 
late 1960s, were both winners at 
Newbury. It was also the site of 
a serious Ming-out with his em- 
ployers when, in 1979, the 
Grandstand director cut dicirt the 
Hennessy coverage to catch the 
communal singing before a rug- 
by match atTWidcenham.lt is 32 
years, too. since O’Sullevan 
helped to audition Julian Wilson 
(not to mention Michael Stoote) 
for the job of BBC Racing Cor- 
respondent, 24 hours before 


Arkle won the Hennessy, giving 
330) to the runner-up. 

“That’s why I fancy packing 
up at Newbury," he says. “Also, 
it’s not far from Chelsea, and 
there aren't going to be too many 
runners in the Hennessy, so I 
shouldn’t make too many oock- 
ups. I’ve been making mistakes 
recently, and I was thinking that 
if I wrote another book, I’d call 
it ‘Miscalling The Horses.’ " 

He should, at least, be spared 
a repeat of the worst moment 
of his 30 years as a commenta- 
tor, the d Shade of the 1993 
Grand NatioaaL “In the 
Foinavon year fwhen most of the 
field fell at the 23rd fence}, it was 
Michael OTfehirwfao had to do 
the difficult job, I had nothing 
to do except rather uncharita- 
bly hope that Foinavon might 
suffer some very small impedi- 
ment because I was on Honey 
End [the runner-up]. But the 
1993 race was rather fraught. I 


was saying ‘this cannot be a 
race’, but there was always that 
one per cent of doubt that I 
might be wrong, and then Td re- 
ally have blown \L And then 
what were you to do when 
they'd jumped the last, when af- 
ter all they’d completed two cir- 
cuits. Did you record it with at 
least a little hyperbole, or ignore 
them, which would have seemed 
very discourteous." 

Inevitably, he pitched it just 
right O'Sullevan will, as always, 
be painfully nervous as he pre- 
pares for his final day at the of- 
fice. Even now, his sleep is 
sometimes disturbed by a night- 
mare in which dozens of horses 
are passing his position and he 
cannot name a single one. He will 
also acknowledge the tributes, of 
which there wfll be hundreds, 
with aQ possible modesty . One of 
the best is offered by Carrie 
Humble. “He cs,” she says, “a very 
precious piece of England" 



O’Sullevan In 1955: Reter Dim mock's quick : 
eoBeague was *he is as good as I am barf 
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AN ERA OF ELEGANCE AND ENTHUSIASTS: THE BBC COMMENTATORS WHO PERSONIFIED THEIR SPORTS 


The retirement of 
Peter O’Sullevan 
signals die passing 
of a great 
tradition, the slow 
ebbing away of 
commentators 
motivated by a 
love of sport and a 
desire to 

communicate that 
passion without 
embracing the 
excesses of 
hyperbole or 
narrow-minded 
nationalism. 

Chets Mourn looks at 
some of the men 
who made BBC 
sports coverage an 
institution. 



HARRY CARPENTER BRIAN JOHNSTON HENRY LONGHUR5T 


Bom 1925 began career 
on Greyhound Express. 
First boxing commen- 
tary for BBC in 1948 
Frest moment fAfoam- 
mad Afi beating Fore- 
man. “Oh my God, I 
dorft befeve it! Hefe won 
the title back at the age 
of 32!" he roared. QBE 
in 1991, retired in '94 Not 
always objective: “Get in 
there Frank!’ he yeled 
when Bruno fought 
Tyson. Catehphrase: not 
actually his. Know what 
[mean, 'Any? 


Bom 1912. Want to Bon 
and Oxford, served in 
the Grenacfler Guards ni 
the war. BBC Cricket 
Correspondent ■B63-72. 
moved from television to 
Test Match Special in 
early 70s, and com- 
mentated on many 
Royal occasions. Most 
famous JohnstonbaUs: 
“The bowter^ Holding, 
the batsmarfc Willey." 
Best Johnstonbafc: "Rsy 
ffingworfo has just re- 
Esvsd himself atthePavi- 
fon End* 


A poet of fas craft Bom 

in 1909, became a Jour- 

nafct and shared a bach- 
elor pad with EW 
Swarton after leaving 
Cambridge. Sunday 
Times Golf Correspon- 
dent for 21 years. ‘Golf 
is the Esperanto of 
sport" he wrote Afl over 
the world goiters talk 
the same language, 
much of it nonsense" 
Renowned amateur who 
Hsn g up fas dubs when 
he got the yi ps. 0 8£ In 
1972, died ki 197a 


TED LOWE 


An official at the Snook- 
er Wbrid Cha i T pfans tv p s 
in 194a Got fas chance 
as comme n tator when 
Raymond Qendsnnfog 
was struck with laryn- 
gitis Started PotE3lack 
h 1969 Retired last year 
after 43 years of whis- 
pering for England, but 
was brought tack in the 
spring for Seniors Pet 
Black. Most famous 
Lowebai: "For those of 
you watching in black 
and white the is be- 
hind the yetow." 


DAN HASKELL 


Left school at 14 to work 
as a bafl-boy at Queenb 
for three shBngs a week. 
RAF squadron leader 
during foe war. Never 
missed a days play at 
Wimbledon from 1929 
to Andre Agassfe win in 
1991 Died December 
1992, posthumously in- 
ducted Into Internation- 
al Tennis HaB Of Fame 
last year. Catchphrases: 
“Ohlsay", "Dream of a 
backhand”. His pauses 

made him the Pinter of 
sports commentating. 


RON PICKERING 


Commentated on six 
Olympics for the BBC ut- 
tered possfoiy the most 
famous Cdemanballs, 
“ Juarrtorena opens fas 
legs and shows his 
class.' Renowned coach 
- among his successes 
was Lynn Davies. 1964 
Olympic long jump gold 
medalist Leading anti- 
drug campaigner and 
president of Haringey 
AC. Died in 1991 Linford 
Christie dedfoated fas 
Olympic gold medal the 
next year to Pickering. 


HURRAY WALKER 


Frst commentary for the 

BBC was from Sflver- 
stone in 194& Had fas ail- 
ing hips replaced so he 
co uld ca rry on com- 
mentating - in order to 
be able to waft round the 

pfeMorebbomer-prane 
than most but once 
said: "I don’t make mis- 
takes I mate prophecies 
that are proved wrong." 
Typical Watertsaii: “Un- 
less I’m very much mis- 
taken - I’m very much 
mtstakenr OBE last year, 
was W in October. 


EDDIE WARING 


Commentated on rugby 
league from 1951-81. 

Spawned countless ap- 
preciation societies, 
though 10000 skyied a 
petition to have him 
sacted As famous forfr's 
A Knockout Married 

Dewsfa ury fli ’40s, win- 

^ two Chaflerge Ops 

Cafcnphrases: “Up and 
“Early bath", 
celebrated line: 
Poor tad," as Don Fox 
infamousj y missed fas 
conversion at Wembley 


THE voice 
OF 

RACING 

Arkle (1964 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup): 

«TheyVe rounding 
home turn and this is id 

I* Arkle on the stands 

side for Ireland and Mill 

House for England on 

the far side. Arkle just 
taking the lead as they 

come to the last fence. 

It's gonna be Arkle if he 

jumps ft. He's over arid 

clear. This is the 
champion, this is the 
best we’ve seen for a 
long time. Arkle is the 
winner of the Gold 
Cup ...” 

Allez France (1974 Prix 
de lArc de Triomphe): 

“And Allez France 
unleashes a run on the 
outside. And it's Allez 
France, the Queen of 
Lorigchamp, who strikes 
the front ...” 

Red Rum (1977 Grand 
National): 

“He% getting the most 

tremendous cheer from ^ 
the crowd. They're 
willing him home now. 

The 12-year-old Red 
Rum, being preceded 
only by loose horses, . 
being chased by 
Church town Boy. 

They’re coming to The 
Elbow. There’s a furlong 
between Red Rum and 
his third Grand National 
triumph. And he’s 
coming up to the line to 
win it like a fresh horse 
in great style. It's hats off 
and a tremendous 
reception - you’ve never £ 
heard one like it at p 
Liverpool! Red Rum wins 
the National ...” 

Sagaro (1977 Ascot 
Gold Cup): 

“Ift Buckskin from 
Sagaro. Lester Piggott 
looking to his left for ; . 
danger. He thinks he’s 
got Buckskin cold! And 
ids Sagaro now going 
into the lead. Here 
comes Ascot history. 
Sagaro’s going to win It 
for the third time, and 
gonna coast home at 
that...” 

Sea Pigeon (1980 
Champion Hurdle): w 

“And Sea Pigeon’s going T 
to avenge that defeat of 
last year! He’S striding up 
to the line, the veteran 
10-year-old. He's won it 
at last! Sea Pigeon wins 
the Champion Hurdle, 
Monksfield is beaten for 
the first time in three 
years ” 

Dawn Run (1986 
Cheltenham Gold Clip) 

“It's Wayward Lad trying 
to break his Cheltenham 
hoodoo, being pressed by 
Dawn Run In the centre. 
And the mare’s 
beginning to get up! And 
as they come to the line, 
she^s made W Dawn Run 
has won it from 
Wayward tad. And jonjo 
O'Neill punches the air , 
as the mare has made 
Turf history - she’s - 

become the first to win 

the Champion Hurdle . 
and die Gold Cup , , , * 

Desert Orchid (1986 , ; 
Cheltenham Gold Cup)' 
"Yahoo, who loves th6 - ■ 
mud is foil of running*, 
but Desert Orchid is j. 

raHying, he's trying. to> 
come again towards the 
near side. Yahoo on the 
far side. Desert Orchid 
on the near side. Ther& 
a tremendous cheer 
from the crowd. Desert 
Orchid is going to win jd 
Desert Orchid has won. 
the Gold Cup Ti'.'T'- 

“ Compiled by / Q „ £&vfe 
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Sport’s biggest secret society 
meet for annual mud test 


It is impassible to be sure precise- 
ly haw many of them were out od 
the circuits, in the parks, and along 
the forest trails, but they reckon at 
least two mHlian. That figure should 
be more than .sufficient to convey the 
scale of this annual growling, slid- 
ing, bobble hat and mud fesL The 
Network Q RAC Rally is the biggest 
spectator event in British sport 

Yet it remains a world of mys- 
tery to those outride the exclusive 
if enormous circle, a peripheral 
activity still out of television’s re- 
mote control and therefore beyond 
tbecomprehenacmoftbearmdjair 
masses. 

Inroads have been made, of 
course, and the packaging moguls 
yearn for the day when they can 
squeeze it all into their small screen. 
The introdictianofa “superspedaT 
stage, a Scaleatric-style,ride-by-side 


whizz round a short track is, at best 
an irrelevant side show, and, at 
worst It’s a Knock-Out reincarnate. 

The long player rally has been 
reduced to a compact disc. The 
purists lament the anaesthetising 
of the old beast the passing of the 

all- nigh t vigils and, this year, the 

journeys to the Great North Roads 
that intimidated and often terrified 
rahying’s greatest drivers. 

Yet even in its condensed format 
the RAC Rally has provided the el- 
ements of challenge, drama and dan- 
ger. Away from the artificial arenas 
of Sunday, or the “Mickey Mouse” 
stages as the drivers call them, 
deep in the forests of Whies, the de- 
mands took their toll, stretching the 
endurance of man and machine. 

The stars of the forest tracks 
were two Britons, Suboru’s Colin 
McRae (pictured above), the even- 


tual winner, and Mitsubishi's 
Richard Bums, who finished fourth. 
McRae missed out on the world 
c hampionship by a point but is gen- 
erally acknowledged as the most 
gr ted driver today. Burris, at 26, 
three years his junior, has the po- 
tential to become a genuine rivaL 
Tbeir feals are unlikely to dom- 
inate conversation in the pubs and 
dubs of urban Britain, but deep in 
the forests they talk of little other 
than their spe^ style and car con- 
trol It is the language of sport’s 
largpst secret society, a language they 
are content to keep to themselves. 
■ Copies of these photographs - 
and any others by the Indepen- 
dent’s sports photographers David 
Ashdown, Peter Jay and Robert 
Hallam - can be ordered by tele- 
phoning 0171-293-2534. 

—Deride Aflsop 
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You could tell he really was sorry. He really had wanted to damage him more severely. 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON SAYING 
SORRY WHEN 
YOU DON'T 
MEAN IT 


Watching the president of 
Japan's ruined Yamaichi bank 
bowing and screaming in 
shame on television this week, 
I thought “Now that is what I 
call an apology.” 

While the performance 
lacked a dramatic climax- the 
ritnal thrust of a samurai sword 
seemed the logical coup de 
theatre- there was no denying 
the fact that the man looked re- 
ally sorry. He might even have 
been sorry. 

Forgive the cynicism. Per- 
haps 1 have been involved in 
sport for too long. 

Let me rephrase that. I 
have to bold up ray hand for 
that lapse of taste. It was bad 
timing more than anything 
else, but I accept that it must 
have looked bad. 

In the world of sport, apol- 
ogy now plays as large a part 
as psychology. For every win- 


ner, there is at least one loser 
who is obUged to. explain his or 
■her self to the world. 

Defeated tennis players 
seem to have a particularly hard 
time of it - perhaps because 
their failings are registered in 
hard statistics. 

There is no hiding place for 
the tennis loser. The rules of 
the Tour, demand that they 
make themselves av ailabl e for 
media questions such as: “You 
double faulted at 40-30 and 2-5 
down in the first Just how im- 
portant do you think that was 
in retrospect?” On “You only 
managed to get in 3? per cent 
of your first serves today. How 
do you explain that?” 

Bowing and screaming in 
shame is not something that oc- 
curs at this juncture, although 
you could almost forgive such 
behaviour in die circumstances. 

. Perhaps it is only fair that 


tennis players have a range of 
excuses available to them 
which matches the extent of po- 
tential reproaches. 

“My backhand wasn’t 
grooving propetiy_ she kept 
going wide to my forehand..! 
thought the court favoured 
her topspin.” Or if all else 
fails, “I wasn’t moving well,” 
which pretty much .covers 
everything. 

Athletes too have a rich 
store of excuses available for 
poor performances. Beaten in 
a sprint to . the line? You 
haven’t done your speed train' 
rag yet. Lost touch on the 
penultimate lap? Your winter 
endurance work was affected 
by a virus. Even the old-fash- 
ioned stitch can be adduced as 
exhibits for the defence. 

But the runner’s ultimate 
standby resides in a simple 
phrase - “on the day.” Thus it 


is posable in defeat to praise 
your opponent freely as long as 
you finish by attaching- these 
thine tittle words to your state- 
ment Like a limpet mine. 

. “He ran a better race... on 
the day.” But on another day 
1 win beat him into the ground*, 
because everybody knows I 
am better and faster than he is 
and he just got lucky today. 

Football managers also 
have their favoured verbal for- 
mula. The phrase “not making 
any excuses” has been widely 
employed for years to good ef- 
fect. “Fife were down to a skele- 
ton squad beforehand, and 
once Mobbsy and Dobbsy went 
off. we were always going to 
struggle. Bat I'm not making 
any excuses..” Or a stylistic 
variation: “I don’t like making 
excuses, but it was so slippery 
out there our lads should have 
brought their toboggans...” 


Apologies mi the pitch of- 
fer players wide opportunities 
to develop their skills in the 

field of acting and, in some cas- 
es, mime. After yon have 
hacked over a forward just 
outside the box, the simulation 
' of graceful diving actions may 
steer the referee towards of- 
fering you the benefit of the 
doubt. If the referee is having 
none of it, however, you may 
then switch into die mode 
made popular in the late 1960s 
by Leeds United’s archetypal 
hard man, Norman Hunter. 

Hunter’s “aw shucks” grin 
was in its way a more truly ter- 
rifying right than the grisly 
deeds which preceded it. The 
whole performance was so con- 
summate you could only think 
it bad benefited from practice. 
“No Norman, a little more ex- 
pressive with the body lan- 
guage. That’s right, bunch 


those shoulders, spread those 
palms. Now you’re looking in- 

nooenL-” . . 

I noted a darker variation 
on the Hunter approach in a re- 
cent European Cup match 
when Feyenoord’s Argentinian 
forward Cruz gave Manchester 
United’s Gary Neville the most 
malevolent smile 1 think l have 
ever seen on a human face. 

■ AlthetimehewasfulfiUfeS 
the referee’s demand that he 
shake the fall-back’s hand af- 
ter elbowing him in the eye- 
And as he stared into Neville's 
face, you could tell he realty was 

sorry. He really had wanted to 
damage him more severely- 

Saying sony when you realty 

don’t mean it is not something 
that is restricted to the football 
field, of course. When it comes 
to doubletalk, a personal 
favourite is the statement re- 
leased by Canada’s Olympic 


van 0aifey» l k ,2 nulled up 
Micbad Johnson had puheoup 

halfway through *syeaT 
jlJn (£590,000) sprint ch 
lenge in Toronto. r ^ tnect 

“I have tremendous 

the statement read- AM ^ 
hope the injury he h 
sustained is not season-threat 


eD Noble sentiments fro®. a 
man who, the previous* 1 ^ 
had grinningty called 

Olympic 200® and 400m cham- 
pion a “taker and a chicken. 

Johnson’s demeanour when 

the Canadian media put Bai- 
ley’s comments to him was re- 
strained. He did not bow, or 

scream. “Next question, he 

said. Now there was a man who 

was truly sorry - that he had 
ever agreed to the race in 
which be had just taken part. 


Beaten, but our toys 
are still in playpen 


No damage, no injuries 
and no one wanting to 
jump ship - the skipper 
of Merit Cup found some 
positives among the 
negatives of a slow 
second leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race. 



GRANT DALTON 


Everyone has a bad day at the 
office. Jacques Villeneuve 
crashes and loses a race, Nick 
Faldo misses a putt and drops 
a championship. Wc have 
missed a couple of moves and 
a couple of decisions. We have 
had a bad leg from Cape Town 
to Fremantle and came seventh 
out of nine. 

But, and there are several 
buts. The first thing is that noth- 
ing is broken. It may look as if 
we have to pick up the pieces, 
but we haven't thrown our toys 
out of the playpen. 

We are not used to being 


beaten, but we haven't lost 
sight of the fact that the crew 
can handle anything that is 
thrown at them and the boat 
can bold its own alongside any 
of the others except in very 
heavy running conditions. We 
have the best navigator in the 
world, although his ego has tak- 
en a severe battering. I see no 
need to change anything. 

Yes, we are likely to look 
around for additional sources of 
weather analysis, but we already : 
have one of the foremost experts 
in Bob Rice. It will not hurt to 
talk to a few more people and 


No time to rest 


for Bouscholte 


It is bad enough being last 
again, but even worse for the 
skipper, Hans Bouscholte, and 
the crew of Brunei Sunergy is 
the knowledge that there are 
only 14 days before they have 
to set off again. 

Ninth out of nine is not 
something to celebrate, espe- 
cially as the second-leg winner, 
Swedish Match, had been 
tucked up in harbour for four 
days when the 35-year-old 
Bouscholte brought his Dutch 
boat into Fremantle after 19 
days and 1 1 hours at^ea on the 
notorious Southern Ocean. 

With only a small support 
team to help. Bouscholte will 
have to make use of every 
minute in port to make his 
boat ready for the third, 2J150 
leg to Sydney which starts on 13 
December. 

“It is hard to bear sometimes 
when you don’t have time to rest, 
no sightseeing, no holidays, even 
no time to visit some of the most 


beautiful places in the worid.” said 
Bouscholte, who was also last on 
the first leg from Southampton 
to Cape Town. 

He finished 13.4 miles be- 
hind the all-woman crew of EF 
Education, skippered by Chris- 
tine Guillou. Only 90 minutes 
separated the boats after 4,600 
miles of racing and the girls kept 
pushing right to the end, hoist- 
ing their spinnaker as they en- 
tered the harbour. Earlier, as 
they approached the Fairway 
buoy, the sunrise began to 
break through and a great 
orange sun lit up the sky. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(second log. 4,600 nOes, Capo Town to 
Ftemantts); 1 Smash Math (SweJ G 
Krantz 15 days 03 hr 45mto 03sac; 2 Irro- 


voUon Kvaomar (Nor) Kftwstad 15220236: 

3 Toshba (US) P Stendbridgo T&t&ZT.TZ 

4 Sit Cm (GB) L Smith 8 EF 

Language (S*re) P Cayard 1&20OT25.- 6 
QwsstaRadng (US) MRocfwr 17:11:51:47; 
7 Merit Cup (Monaco) G Dafton ®0£37:47; 
a B= Educator jSwo) C Gi*ju -0:15.32; 
9 Brnrrel Surrergy (Netty H BouschoKe 
19:11 :34:3a Beet $4hr run: S* Cut 4494 
miss. Standings: 1 Jnncva&on Kva enter 
207 pta; 2 EF Language 137; 3 SRk Cut 168: 
4 Swedbft Match Si; S Merit Cup ES; 6 
ltthte S7: 7 Chessto Racing 132; 8 EF Lan- 
guage 60; 9 Brunei Sunsrgy 36. 


the next; 2£30-mifc leg round to 
Sydney wffl be a tricky one. 

The story of this last leg is 
an absolute one-liner. We were 
in the wrong place. The safety 
gear was hardly taken out of its 
bag. The mainsail looks almost 
new. You can even stiU see the 
crease marks from when we 
took it out its de lively bag. 

All sportsmen know that 
losses soon pass into history pro- 
vided there are victories to take 
their place. I thought the peck- 
ing order would have been es- 
tablished by now.; It has not. I 
thought there would be an 
overall perspective to the race. 
There is not. 

I think that will come in 
Auckland [after the fourth leg] 
and if we are not near the top 
by then we mig ht have to think 
about radical change. But at the 
mo me at there o no PianB; We 
don’t feel we ngedewe. Wi don’t 
■ want t6 fteiW'bt&I one' ' 

Nor are we into sports psy- 
chology and morale-building. I 
don’t believe in that kind of 
stuff. If I was getting too hacked 
off. the rest of the crew would 
soon let me know. There have 
been no injuries and we will 
have the same crew for the next 
leg No one has told me he 
wants to get off 

We now have two weeks to 
look at planning and strategy. 
You could almost feel the crew 
start to lift as soon as we finished 
the nightmare and could start 
to look forward. We intend to 
come out strong, knowing that 
the points system has kept us in 
the hunt, although Kvaemer has 
a nice cushion now and Rml Ca- 
yard’s EF Language will be 
competitive again, despite the 
battering he says they took. 

There are two highlights for 
me from the second leg. The 
first was the world record 449 
miles in 24 hours by Lawrie 
Smith’s Silk Cut. I see that as 
the biggest achievement and 
one which, given the way our 
boat is built, I would be hard 
pushed to match. 

The second was running at ; 
15 knots with a pod of whales 
nearby. They were going faster. ■; 
If I can cope with Merit Cup be- ; 
ing beaten by a whale 1 can cope 
with anything. 


CRICKET 



Australia’s Marie Taylor is bowled by Shayne O’Connor at the Bellerive Oval in Hobart yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Indian hopes 
on the ebb 


Australia slip after fine start 


India’s hopes of forcing a win 
in the second lest against Sri 
Lanka in Nagpur were hit by 
rain after Saurav Ganguly's 99 
propelled the hosts to an im- 
pressive first-innings total of 485 
all out at lunch on the third day. 

Sri Lanka were unable to bat 
in reply as rain, which started 
during the lunch break, ended 
play for the day, with another 
four hours lost in additkra to the 
three on the second day. 


tMDtA-Hretfnnfrigs 
401 for 5) 


C Ganguly c TBBiaratne 99 

A Kumtte rul out — ...78 

J Srinatti aw b Jayosurtya H 

RKChaiOTc\taasbJayB3uriya 1 

A Ktruvia b PushpaMirera .0 

N M KiAarrt ntX out - 1 

Extra* (b8 b 13 itott w3) 38 

Total (155 overs) 485 

FaR (com): 8-462 


7-478 8-484 B-484. 
31-3-60-2 fnW9; Pushpafcu- 
i: Siva 2&-8-Bi-0(nei 


■ess (f®4) . 

wD: Munitfaan 46-6-070 (rtx); Reran 
ga 1 -0-8-0; Jeyssuriya 0-442-2 AtapeHu 
D-4-0{W3. 

Sri Lanka: *A Ranatmga, S T Jayaaurya. 
MSAtapattU R S Maftansma. P A de Siva 
H P ri&aharw. tSKLtJa SNa. C4 U P W 
Vans, M Muattoran. Kfl Pbstpataxnara. J 


Umpires: C Mtttay (SA) and V K Rama- 
wramy flnd). 


Matthew Elliott yesterday 
scored his first century of the 
summer before New Zealand 
checked Australia’s smooth 
progress in the third Tfest at the 
Bellerive Oval in Hobart- After 
Elliott, 114, and Greg Blewett, 
dismissed for a second time on 
99 in Test cricket, had shared 
197 runs for the second wicket, 
. Australia collapsed from 238 for 
1 to 273 for 5 at stumps on the 
second day. 

Luck was on the secood- 
wk&et pair’s side during the 257- 
minute alliance as New Zealand 
squandered three chances — 
two of them offered by Elliott 
in the space of seven deliveries. 

Australia, resuming on 39 for 
1 after five hours were lost on 
the first day, added 78 runs in 
the morning and 77 in the post- 
lunch session. Elliott, the 26- 
year old left-hander, was 
uncharacteristically restrained 
for most of the innings and 
spent 70 minutes in the eight- 


ies before entering the ner- 
vous nineties. “It wasn’t an att- 
ractive hundred,” he said. “It 
was a slow pitch and I had to 
wait for the ball” 

New Zealand enjoyed suc- 
cess in the sixth over of the 
morning when the left-arm 
swing bowler Shayne O’Connor 
bowled Marie Taylor, the cap- 
tain, for 18. New Zealand's joy 
was short-lived, however. For 
the next four hours and 17 
minutes Elliott and Blewett 
ground down an attack that was 
in total disarray until the left- 
handed opener was dismissed. 

The part-time medium pace- 
man Craig McMillan, with the 
second new ball, forced Elliott 
to push at a delivery and Bryan 
Young at first dip completed the 
catch on the second attempt. 

Blewett was dominant. He 
drove exquisitely and pulled 
perilously for 15 boundaries 
before playing on to the medi- 
um pace man Simon Doull. 


Do nil then removed Steve 
'tough as the right-hander 
chased a wide delivery and 
McMillan at point leaped over- 
head and took a good catch. 
Ricky Pooling batted for 34 
minutes for his four runs but 
failed to take his bat out of the 
way of a Chris Cairns outswinger 
and edged to Adam Parore. 

Australia had lost Elliott, 
Blewett and Steve Waugh in the 
space of 21 balls for eight runs. 
Austraba won loss 


AUSTRALIA - FM Innings 
/Overnight 39 tor 0) 

M T Oon c Young b McMan _..H4 

*M A Tayfcx b OComor 18 

O S Btewett b Ooul „.99 

M E Waugh not out _ .. & 

S R Vteugfi c McMan b Dot* _..7 

B T Porting c Pam b Calms a 

tlAHeaSyrwtout _ .3 

Extras (Sto inb iw) „ j 

WW 1™? 5 ) : — — — ..2T3 


FfeB: 1-41 2-238 3-238 4-346 5-266 
JO hot; P R nan* S R Warn* M 3 

Kasprowio, S M Cook. 

Bowing (to data): Don* 34-9-58-2; OCocv 
nor 28-6-71-1 (1w); Calms 29- 12-64-1 
Astle 12-5-32-0, McMian 13-4-34- V 
2 -0-9-0 


MEW ZEALAND; B AYowg, M J Hem* tA 
nfrwi R C 


C Rwwe. -S P Etenigrtg, R G Twosa C D 
MMIan. N J Astfe C Chaims, DLVWtoit 
S B OouH S B OComor. 

UmpJreatS Davis (Au») and RTWfii(Zim). 


Hunting thugs and education in forelock-tugging - tales of the class system 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


SPORT 
ON TV 


As Parliament shaped up 
for yesterday’s vote on 
blood sports, Cariton, in a 
rare fit of serious- minded- 
ness, put on a televised de- 
bate. The Hunt , on 
Wednesday. At the start 
there was film of a fox be- 
ing shown the error of its 
ways by a hound You could 
tell it was absorbing die les- 
son by the way its head was 
nodding vigorously. Un- 
less that was because its 
neck had been snapped- 

The shot made you 
think that perhaps the pro- 
gramme was coming dean 
about its anti-hunting bias, 
but then you remembered 
that in some quarters such 
a sequence would have 
been seen as positive pro- 
paganda, pornography 
even, that in a few house- 
holds up and down the 
country the scene would be 
inducing a certain stiffening-' 

There was another piece 


of film later on that sug- 
gested a more honest ap- 
proach to hunting, and 
indeed even suggested a 
new sport. A deer, which 
had already been shot four 
limes (I bad a mental pic- 
ture of Rasputin who had to 
be poisoned, shot beaten 
around the bead, put in a 
sack and thrown into the 
River Nevka before he fi- 
nally succumbed) was being 
chased by hounds across a 
shallow river, when one of. 
the hunters leapt up, 
grabbed its antlers arid 
pulled it under the water. 
Nice dean kill, that one. 

But instead of deer- 
hunting, why not deer- 
wrestling? (You could have 
teams of two and call it siag- 

wrestling). And rather than 
set the hounds on the fox, 
why shouldn’t one of the 
huntswomen take the crea- 
ture on in - hand-to-hand 
combat? live TV would 


surely be interested in buy- 
ing up the rights, especial- 
ly if Lady Braindead was as 
naked as her opponent. 

The first speaker on the 
programme, a lecturer in 
agriculture who goi things 
off to a bizarre beginning 
with the pronouncement 
that hunting is “good, dean 
and kind”, was both inter- 
rupted and cheered, and by 
the second speaker it was a 
virtual free-for-alL You got 
the feeling ii was going lobe 
one of those debates in 
Much every single speech 
geeshedded by one half of 
the audience and cheered to 
the rafters by the other halfl 
And so it was. There was 

3bout as much danger of the 
two sides reaching any kind 
of concord as ofcock-fight- 
ing taking over from football 
as the national sport . 

Among die fascinating 
panoply of characters there 
was a huntswomari turned 


saboteur, while a more in-’ 
tr ipling personal transfor- 
mation was suggested by a 
saboteur turned hunts- 
woman. There was a lurch 
courser who looked like 
Larch and a former mem- 
ber of the League Against 
Cruel Spoils who had 
“broadened his views”, 
which was a euphemism for 
a U-turn that politicians 
could use to good effect. 

There was also Patrick 
Moorewhatobeamile un- 
charit^ds, has been withered 
by age somewhat. A pas- 
sionate anti, he was none the 
less a liability, repeating the 
same point, word for word, 
in his two contributions. He 
did. however, set up the line 
of the programme when he 
called buntiQg“the culture of 
foe thug.’’ “It's not thuggay”, 
some Barboured saddo 
replied “Lots of my friends 
take great pleasure from it." 

% the end of the pro- 


gramme. 750,000 people 
bad voted m apbooe-in pdL 
This, anchorman Trevor 
McDonald told us with a 
grandiose excess of ambi- 
tion, made h “the vole the 
politicians can't ignore”. 

At the Countryside Ral- 
ly in the summer, blood- 
sporters congregated in 
Hyde Park, to be addressed, 
among others, by Mkhaei 
Heseltine, and in The Eng- 
lishman And His Horse the 
previous night (C4), there 
was a nice shot of a girl - 
presumably a hunt sup- 
porter but Labourite - 
shouting “F— off you bas- 
tard!” as Hezza took the 
stage. It was a tangential 
cameo in a programme 
whose title hinted at far 
more than it could possibly 
deliver, being as it was a por- 
trait of Tbe Jockey Quh, the 
august body that adminis- 
ters discipline in raring and 
is, as the programme put it. 


“the most exclusive club in 
the country". 

“She’s a bit kinky but 
she’s a pretty raw Sty," said 

trainer I>rterWalwyn, which 
also promised more than 
the programme could pos- 
sibly deliver. But the pro- 
gramme centred on the 
work of tbe stewards, and 
was a fascinating portrait of 
tbe privileged at play. Tt> be 

a steward you have to give 
up lotsoftime for no mon- 
ey, Which means they tend 
to be rolling in it 

There was Mark Home, 
who owns a printing firm, 
the Hon David Sieff, of 
Marks and Spencer feme, 
and Richard Hambro, 
whose name speaks for it- 
self. “You'Ve got to have a 
company that will let you 
have the odd dayoff"Sieff 
said. Not too difficult iF 
you own the company. 

As they lurked in [he 
ring between races in their 


white coats and trilbies, 
they looked like a sinister 
version of the Red Cross 
men who used to visit POW 
camps. But life is tough for 
Horne and his collea g u es . 
“There are a few jobs and 
chores to perform, then we 
have lunch and get on with 
the raring. It’s hard work." 
Indeed. Jobs and chores. 
^nd lunch. And then there’s 
all that racing. Poor petals. 

More than most sports, 
racing, like its kissing 
cousin, hunting, embodies 
the British class system, the 
jockeys virtually given dasS- 

es in forelock-tugging. Tm 


sir or guv’nor,” \tohvyo 
said. “I don’t have first- 


name terms with my staff 
though I call them by their 

firel names.” It's a!l about 


Mi anuui 

standards, apparently. U 
“Sir” became ‘'Peteri’, the 


enrire fabric of society 

would he rem asunder. No 
bad thing too, ifvou ask me. 
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SPORT ON 
THE INTERNET 


Best way 
to grapple 
with sumo 


Last Saturday these 
pages featured former 
footballer-turned race- 
horse trainer. Mick 
Quinn. He was affec- 
tionately known as 
“Sumo” by fans because 
of his girth. 

Also last week there 
was a report that the 
Hawaiian-born sumo 
wrestler Kjonishiki, “The 
Dump Thick”, had had 
to retire as his knees 
would no longer sup- 
port his great weight as 
it edged over 43 stone. 
But his popularity is such 
that be is the only sumo 
wrestler to have his own 
web site, where you find 
all his details and print- 
off his handprint. 

The best site to keep 
you up to date with 
Japan’s No I sport is 
Sumo Now!. This con- 
tains two columns, by the 
sumo experts Ken 
Collerand Michael Co- 
hen, which have de- 
scriptive details of aD the 
bouts. There is a glos- 
sary, descriptions of all 
the sumo rules and tech- 
niques, including all the 
methods of winning a 
bout, statistics with the 
wrestler's ranking, 
weight and height and 
links to other sumo sites. 

The glossary is es- 
sential reading to un- 
derstand the differences 
between the various 
rankings from a yokozu- 
na at the top, to an 
ozeki, a seriwake, a ko- 
musubi and maegashira 
at the bottom. 

Konishiki ended his 
career as tbe first non- 
Japanese ozeki and 
there was a certain 
amount of controversy 
that he never gained the 
title of yokozuna. 

Channel 4’s flirtation 
with sumo lasted all too 
briefly and I always en- 
joyed LyaU Watson’s 
considered commentary. 

The Official Japanese 
Sumo Association has 
its own website in Eng- 
lish which contains the 
latest results, a good be- 
ginner’s guide and details 
of tbe greats. 

And if you’re short of 
ideas for that problem 
Christmas present, how 
about The Big Book of 
Sumo which comes with 
its own specially . 
strengthened coffee- 
table. You can order via 
Atrium Books. 

- Edward Abetson 


ADDRESSES 


Sumo Now! 

http^/wwwsumoweb 

cnm/Burtonowfndex. 

Utml 

Japanese Sumo 

Association 

ht^/wwwsumoor. 

jp/SndeBLAhtml 

KonnhacPs Website 

Mtp-J/wwwJbm.parit 


K-ahtirf 

Sumo World 
Magazine 


Atrium Boots 
ttttV/wwwairi 
atnurn-booK&£ r 
Sporajumohcml 
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Back’s England career 
has seen him feted, 
dropped, ignored, recalled, 
hero-worshipped, cast 
aside, and misunderstood. 
And to( ^ a y he’s coming back 
for more... 
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| Neil Back squares up to 
die Springboks at 
Twickenham this 
afternoon having spent 
most of his career 
proving himself. 

Chris Hewed: talks to a 
natural-bom fighter who 
may have finally found a 
sympathetic home for 
his unique talents. 


These are dangerous waters 
and Neil Back knows it. It was 
almost exactly two years agQ 
that South Africa, newly 
& crowned as world champions, 
“ swaggered into Twickenham 
kicked England's collective 
backside until the red rose 
turned red raw and made such 
an unholy mess of Andy Robin- 
son's long-awaited return to 
the Test arena that the Bath 
flanker was bads: among the has- 
beens before be could say Nel- 
son Mandela. 

Robinson later admitted, al- 
beit through gritted teeth, that 
he had never felt so helpless on 
a rugby pitch. There were any 
number of reasons for his ob- 
vious discomfort - picked by 
Jack Rowell to play the role of 
a human catalyst, a link-man 
working in tandem with his 
^outsidehaif and centres, it took 
^England precisely 38 minutes to 
give him the ball - but to the 
“Big is Beautiful*’ brigade, the 
problem was as plain as the 
bloodied nose pn Robbo's face. 
He had been overmatched. 
Ruben Kruger, his opposite 
number, was five inches taller 
and three stones heavier. End 
of story. 

Tbday, the Springboks come 
armed with an even more im- 
posing physical specimen in 
the breakaway position. Andre 
Venter, the fast and fiery Free 
Stater .whose notorious mean 
streak frequently leaves him on 
the wrong side of disciplinary 
tracks, is quite something: 6ft 
Sin of attitude and 17 stones of 
strop. Where does that leave 


Back and his Robboesque di- 
mensions? In extremely bullish 
mood, that's where. 

“T don't think the Springboks 
are any more physical than 
anyone else; certainly, I didn't 
feel alarmed or threatened by 
their size or strength during the 
Lions tour back in the summer. 
I've had this sixe thing around 
my neck for as long as l can re- 
member but quite honestly, it 
doesn't even register any more. 

“We’re all more powerful 
and more dynamic - it's in- 
evitable in a professional envi- 
ronment - and as far as I'm 
cocevned, the old ‘bigger they 
are, the harder they fall' adage 
is more true today than ever be- 
fore. 

“Look, they don't come 
much bigger and stronger than 
Lomu, do they? Witch the tape 
of the Emerging England-New 
Zeal- and game at Huddersfield 
and you'll see little old me dri- 
ving him backwards. To my 
mind, Christian Cullen is a 
more difficult defensive propo- 
sition. At first sight, there's 
nothing to him. But he steps out 
of more tackles than anyone I’ve 
ever seen. Don't make the mis- 
take of thinking hm is every- 
thing. " 

Even so, the issue of size, or 
lack of it, has given Back more 
grief than the back rows of the 
world combined since be first re- 
vealed his penchant for per- 
petual motion with a virtuoso 
display for England Under-21s 
in Romania eight years ago. In 
no particular order, he has 
been feted, dropped, ignored, 
recalled, hero-worshipped, cast 
aside, mishandled and misun- 
derstood He has been on the 
canvas more times than Frank 
Bruno and spent longer in the 
cold than Captain Oates. If 
top-level sport is a roller-coast- 
er experience. Back should be 
sponsored by Alton Towers. 

“There have been plenty of 
low points, I suppose, and the 
lowest of the low was that 
Springbok match in '95. I'd 
played in the first three Warld 
Cup games that summer before 


picking up a hamstring and 
even though I was disappoint- 
ed ai missing the rest of the 
tournament, i fek 1 was well and 
truly in business ar England lev- 
el. When the Boks arrived and 
Jack Rowell said he was look- 
ing to play a genuine open-side, 
I thought: ‘It's goL to be me be- 
cause I’m the only one in the 
squad' Then Robbo turned up 
out of the blue on the Wednes- 
day night and played on the Sat- 
urday. That really hun. 

“There were flat times last 
season, too, especially when 
the Lions selectors announced 
their initial squad of 62 last sea- 
son and my name wasn't there. 
1 was convinced my chance had 
gone, so you can imagine how 
I felt when they picked me in the 
36 to travel. I was lying in bed 
when Alison, my fiancee, came 
in with the mail. When I realised 
they’d chosen me, 1 cried my 
eyes out. Honestly. The Lears 
were streaming down my face. 
That's how much it meant to 
me." 

Bade returned from the tour 
feeling seven feet tall and with 
good reason. After years of be- 
ing overlooked often without a 
word of explanation; in favour 
of Peter Winterbottom, Ben 
Darke, Steve Ojomoh, Robin- 
son, Lawrence Dallaglio and, 
latterly, Richard Hill of Sara- 
cens, he had produced his finest 
rugby on the grand stage for 
coaches who genuinely valued 
the skills and commitment he 
brought to the cause. “It was 
wonderful to start the final Tfest 
In JoTrarg, but the midweek- 
game against Free State in 
Bloemfontein was just as big a 
high,” he says. Tve never been 
involved m better rugby than the 
stuff we produced that night.” 

Happily, the good vibes re- 
main very much in evidence, 
even though the new England 
coaching panel gave HDl the 
□od for the first two legs of the 
current four-match SANZA se- 
ries. “I wanted to play, of 
course, but I can handle disap- 
pointments when the coach is 
being up front with me and I 



Small wonder: Neil Back has been described as too small so often 'it doesn’t register any more' Photograph: David Ashdown 


know where 1 stand,” said Back, 
earnestly. 

“This management set-up 
has it absolutely right in my 
view. They’re leaving no stone 
unturned in attempting to max- 
imise our chances of winning the 
net! World Cup. They’re pulling 


in specialist expertise in every 
conceivable area and they’re del- 
ing things professionally. Yes, I 
was a bit dawn about not start- 
ing against Australia, but Dive 
Woodward gave me his reasons 
and made me feel part of what 
was going on. There was no lin- 


gering downside, no sense of 
things happening behind my 
back. 

“As it turns out. I’m playing 
alongside Richard and Lawrence 
against the South Africans and 
I happen to think that we can 
achieve a great deal as a unit 


We’re all footballers with decent 
hands, but we're all grafters, 
too. willing to get down there 
among the studs and win some 
50-50 balL We’re comfortable in 
possession and comfortable with 
each other, so the Boks can be 
as big as they like, can’t they?” 


television deal with BSfcyB has 
suffered a technical hitch bnt 
Twickenham yesterday insisted 

the show most go on. 

Cliff Brittle, the Rugby 
Football Union management 
board chairman, has moved to 
allay fears that the plug could 
be pulled era live satellite cov- 
erage of England’s Tfest match 
a gains t- New Zealand next 
week. 

Sky bought exclusive live 
rights to all of England's home 
internationals over the next 
five years, yet Brittle is unhappy 
with some contract clauses. He 
is seeking clarification of the 
contract, but claims that Sky 
have rejected requests for im- 
mediate talks. 

However, Brittle said: “The 
RFU would like to make it dear 
that it wishes to maintain a 
good relationship, with its 
broadcast partner. 

“The RFU has no intention 
of doing anything other than to 
comply folly with its contractual 
obligations with regard to 
broadcasting forthcoming 
internationals.” 

Some RFU officials who 
negotiated and signed the deal 
last year, however, are no 
longer in power at Twickenham. 

The RFU yesterday con- 
firmed Phil Linder’s appoint- 
ment as full-time coaching 
adviser. Larder, the former 
Great Britain and England 
rugby league coach, will start his 
new job on Monday after help- 
ing the England coach. Dive 
Woodward, prepare for last 
weekend’s Old Traffbrd Tfest 
agains t New Zealand and to- 
day’s game against South Africa 
at Twickenham. 

The 52-year-old will work 
with players identified by 
Woodward, while also visiting 
dubs throughout the country 
and organising coaching 
courses. 

Larder, whose post was 
rubber-stamped by the RFU 
management board yesterday, 
played rugby union for Lough- 
borough University, Manches- 
ter and Sale before switching 
codes in 1968. 

His league career featured 
spells with Oldham and White- 
haven but it was in coaching 
that he made his name. 

Larder, the Rugby League's 
first director of coaching, has 
also worked in league with 
Widnes, Keighley Cougars and 
Sheffield Eagles, took Eng- 
land to the 1995 World Cup fi- 
nal and saw Great Britain win 
eight of their 12 Tfests during 
his time in charge. 




Wales heed a warrior’s words before All Blacks battle 


Wales have attempted 
to tap into the 
indomitable spirit of a 
FaJklands War veteran as 
part of their mental 
preparation for the Test 
against. the All Blacks at 
Wembley today. 

As Tim Glover reveals, 
nothing in sport is now 
left to chance. 

Simon Weston, the Welsh 
guardsman who suffered hor- 
rific burns when hs ship, the Sir 

Galahad was bombed by Ar- 
gentinian fighters, dined with 
Whies at thair hotel in Buck- 
inghamshire and addressed 
them on the subject of dealing 
with adversity. It is a theme that 
is oentiai to a charity he runs 
called Wfeston Spirit. 


“We weren’t sure how the 
players would react but it was 
spellbinding,” a Welsh Rugty 
Union official said. “One of the 
things you learn in the army is 
abouL caring for each other 
and it’s something that easily 
translates to a team game, es- 
pecially rugby.” - 

It is 43 years and 13 match- 
es since Wales heat the All 
Blacks and more recently they 
have taken some fearful hidings 
including a record 54-5 defeat 
in 1988. Few expect Wales to 
stop the rot today - indeed the 
joke doing the rounds in Whies 
is that the game has been 
switched to Lord's where the 
scoreboard would be better 
equipped to keep pace with the 
points - but there are signs that 
Kevin Bowring, the coach, and 
Tfcrry Cobner, the manager, 

are beginning to get the balance 

right. 


“Welsh forwards saw them- 
selves as ball-handlers rather 
than ball-winners and in this re- 
spect we seemed to have gone 
foil circle,” Cobner said. “Tra- 
ditionally we had bafl-winners 
not users. Welsh backs are still 
among the best and could beat 
any opponent in a one-to-one. 
What we haven't been doing is 
winning enough possession to 
put them in that position. We 
have made a fundamental 
' change in that firs t and foremost 
all the forwards are there to win 
the balL" 

That, of course, is the rub, 
for Wbfes are feeding a back line 
that looks as impressive as any- 
thing assembled in Britain. For 
the first time in a long time 
Wales have players who will 
have caused the All Blacks to 

think lon g and hard: for starter s 
the half-backs Robert Howley, 
playing against New Zealand for 


the first time, and Nefl Jenkins 
and the centres Allan Bateman 
and Scon Gibbs are world class. 

“This could be our most 
difficult Tfest,” John Hart, the 
New Zealand coach, said. 
“Whies look more co-ordinated 
than England. They are well 
coached and. maybe enjoying a 
resurgence.” 

You would not expea Han 
who, since his appointment two 
years ago has won 19 Tfests out 
of 20 (the only defeat came in 
South Africa when the series 
was already won) to say: “We 
are the best in the world and 
Whies have do right to be on the 
same paddock as us.” Even so, 
Hart is genuinely concerned 
about the welfare of Welsh 
rugby and can pinpoint the be- 
ginning of its demise. 

“They finished third in the 
Wbrld Cup in 1987 and proba- 
bly thought they were the third 


best team in the world,” Hart 
said. “But it was a false picture. 
The week before they were 
comprehensively beaten by the 
All Blacks in Brisbane and that 
is when Welsh rugby died They 
also lost players to rugby league 
but all that’s finished now. I 
hope Wales are on the way back 
because we have a historic re- 
lationship. 

“I just wish the game had 
been at Cardiff Arms Park." In 
two years’ time the All Blacks 
will be gracing the new £120m 
stadium in Cardiff for the next 
World Cup. 

Hart said he was not at all 
surprised that Bowring had 
promised there would be no re- 
peat of England’s confronta- 
tional approach to the hoka. 

“Both teams will line up on 
the respective 10 metre lines,” 
said Bowring, who has entrust- 
ed the captaincy to the Cardiff 


flanker Gwyn Jones, a 25-year- 
old medical student. “He un- 
derstands the game I want to 
play and he’s utterly coura- 
geous." 

Jones took over the cap- 
taincy on a tour of the United 
States last summer and has 
carried on with bloodless vic- 
tories over Romania and Ton- 
ga. This game though, in front 
of a crowd of 78,000, is a dif- 
ferent ballgame. 

“For us it’s a double-edged 
sword playing against such an 
outstanding side,” Jones said. 
“Because you’re looking for 
ways to improve your own game 
while measuring yourself 
against the best. We have ex- 
perienced players who are full 
of confidence. Welsh rugby has 
benefited from the Lions' suc- 
cess and has given as the belief 
that we can perform at the 
highest level.” 


WALES v NEW ZEALAND 


or WfcmWey 

K Morgan Fbntypndd 15 C Cullen 

G Thomas Bridgend 14 J Wilson. o _ 

A Bateman Richmond 13 F Buncg N orth Harbour 

S Gibbs Swansea 12 W Little ____>_North Harbour 

N Walker Cardiff II J Lomu Counties 


-Manawafcu 
-Otago 


N Jenkins 

R Howley 

C Loader 

B Williams— 

D Young 

G Llewellyn- 

M Voyle 

R Appieyard. 

N Thomas 

G Jones 


.Ftantypndd ID AMehrten&— Canterbury 

Cardiff 9 J Marshall Canterbury, rapt 

C Dowd — Auckland 


-Swansea 


..Richmond 
Cardiff 


-Harlequins 
Llanelli 


-Swansea 
Bath 


N Hewitt. 
O Brawn-. 
(Jones. 


..Southlands 

-Auckland 


-North Harbour 


R Brook e Auckland 

TRandeU 


Substitutes: 16 L Davies (Cardiff): 
17 A Thomas (Swansea); 18 P John 
(fonqixidd); l9SJ6hnSnamea).20 
J Humphreys (Cardiff); 21 
SWRum (Swansea). 

Referee: W Erickson (Australia) 


8 Z Brooke— Auckland 

-Carxfiff opt 7 J KronfekJ Otago 

Substitutes: 16 S McUmd (WUBo- 
tok I7J Phetim (WfeKmton); U M 
Aden (Mammal); WSHtzputrkh 
(Auckland); 20 C RnictieJmsum 
(Auckland); 21 ABlowen (Otago). 


Kick-off: 3.0 (BBC1) 


Jones, who has had two 
shoulder operations in the last 
three years, may become a ca- 
reer specialist, like JPR 
Williams, in sports injuries. 

“I can help injured players 


on the psychological side asweD 
as with treatment and rehabil- 
itation," be said. 

Jones, perhaps more than 
most, empathised with Simon 
Weston’s address. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK 

• raorrt want to lose every game A dorft sjtthereand 

have any more en'oyment than 

son, Ererton chairman, on toe bairackng he has recaved. 

• Bfeton is a house on fire, the wafc aredow^rf 
the blaze isn’t put out soon, it 

Alan Bail, formerly of Everton, after 

•Th&trakma aourid wffl not turn nto CdcfteGarnpA^ 

Si^^Sfaifschahnaa'onhbnwotac^ChrisBanQPDsa 

• I ootid get Spurs into the top six and into Europe 
Uri Gofer volunteers his services. 

i A. Wasted isferson* SSJSE 


■Hiatkiidof behaviour has no 

HISESKEE*-- » ~ 

sSE&mbbssb 

pteyecs.from county matehes. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Keighley suid Workington supported in fight against Vultures’ 


Dubs outside Super League 
have rallied around Keighley 
and Huddersfield to protect 
them from threats to expel . 
them from the game. ' 

The two clubs - plus the ap- 
parently doomed Prescot- are 
faring expulsion at the meeting 
of the Rugby League Council on 
Wednesday, but their peers in 
the First and Second Division 
Association have pledged to 
defend them. 

“We don’t think that lite fans 
of Keighley and Workington 
should be deprived of their 
teams,” said Fasda’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Bob Scott, after yes- 
terday’s meeting of the 
association. “Super League are 
waiting like vultures to try to 


grab these two chibs’ share of 
the Murdoch money and the 
unanimous view was that we 
should support them.” 

The former Keighley direc- 
tor, Mike Smith, who was re- 
cently sacked from the board by 
the administrator who has run 
the chib for over a year but who 
remains in the forefront of 
efforts to save the dub, said that 
an investor might take the dub 
out of administration this 
weekend. . 

BwHagtliit, the nn tetaiviing iy 

well -supported Cougars are 
likely to have hundreds of fans 
lobbying the Council meeting at 
Salford. .Workington are also 
capable of staging a demon- 
stration of their determination 


to survive, despite also being in 
the hands afan administrator for 
over a year. 

Salford have become the 
first dub to be backed by a High 
Sheet fashion label. Joe Bloggs 
have signed a £240,000 two-year 
contract to provide the dub with 
a new kit and leisurewear. 

The Joe Bloggs chairman, 
Shami Ahmed, said: “WfeVe got 

a lot of confidence in Salford and 

we think they are going places. 
This is the kind of sport that re- 
lates to our street fashions.” 

Among the first to wear the 
new. shirts were the new sign- 
ings, Martin Crompton and 
Josh White, who are expected 
to contest the scrum-half posi- 
tion next season. 


“I was in the same sort of 
competition with Shaun Ed- 
wards at the London Broncos 
last season,” White said. “It 
makes you perform to the best 
of your ability.” 

London have matte two more 

new si g nings from Aust ralia, 
with the South Queensland pair 
of Steele Retchless and Matt 
Tbshack joining their squad. 

Warrington have turned 
.down a cash offer from Wigan 
for Paul Sculthorpe, but with 
Leeds and St Helens joining 
: Wigan, London and Bradford 
in being linked with the player, 
his agent David McKnight, 
expects him to move by the end. 
of next week. 

• - Dove Hodfhfd 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Cowboys may miss play-offs 
after Oilers strike in Dallas 


An already troubled season for 
the Dallas Cowboys became 
demonstrably worse on Thurs- 
day night when they lost at 
bome.to the Tbnnessee Oilers. 

The Cowboys’s were beaten 
27-14 in one of two Thanksgiv- 
ing Day fixtures. It was their seo- 


record to 6-7 and puts them in 


offe for the first time m seven sea- 
sons. Even if his .team is 
competing beyond the regular 
season, the fate of the Cowboys 
head coach Barry Switzer ap- 
pears sealed, but this latest de- 
feat may hasten his departure, 
’fray Aikman - who nearly 


missed his first play because he 
needed a musde relaxant to re- 
lieve severe bade spasms which 
developed in the warm-up — 
made a poor start and was was 
intercepted on his second and 
fifth pass attempt, and three 
times in all. Danyil Lewis 
claimed two of the intercep- 
tions and forced a fumble which 
was returned for a touchdown. 

Barry Sanders rushed for 167 
yards for the Detroit Lions as 
they beat the Chicago Bears 
55-20 in the other Thanksgiving 
Day game. Sanders became the 
first person to rush for more 
than 100 yards in 1 1 successive 
games in one season. 


* 
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After years of turmoil a 
legend comes full circle 



Bjorn Borg, the winner 
of five consecutive 
Wimbledon singles titles, 
is due to play In Britain _ 
next week for the first 1 
time since losing his 
crown to John McEnroe 
in 1981. Borg's 
participation in the ATP 
Senior Tour of 
Champions event at the 
RoyaJ Albert Hall revives 
piercing memories for '• 
his erstwhile agent and 
for his former coach. 





Bjorn Borg, who has renewed old rivalries on the sailor tour 


Photograph: Martin Spaven/The People 


Teeny-boppers at Wimbledon 
used to proffer their bras to 
Bjorn Borg. Nowadays he is in 
men's and women's underwear 
on Sloane Avenue. The Scan- 
dinavian scanties are among the 
remains of the Borg brand 
name empire. 

“The underwear brand was 
one of the things I helped set 
up for him.” recounted Peter 
Worth, Borg’s former agent, 
“and it has gone from strength 
to strength.” 

In a sense. Worth’s business 
life has turned full circle since 
he was left to sort out the 
crumpled contracts after Borg 
announced his retirement in 
1983, aged 26, . 

As the managing director of 
the Quintus Group on the 
King’s Road, Worth is the tour- 
nament chairman for next 
week’s Honda Challenge at the 
Royal Albert Hall, where Borg 
is due to play for the first time 
in these islands since losing 
the Wimbledon singles title to 
John McEnroe in 1981. 

The irony of the situation is 
not Jost on Worth’s sense of hu- 
mour, although his demeanour 
on the occasion Borg informed, 
him of his decision to leave the 
sport probably rivalled a Japan- 
ese stockbroker last Monday. 

Worth, .assigned by Mark 
McCormack’s International 
■ Management .Group to take , 
responsibility for Borg’s affairs, 
had worked with the Swede for 
six years. The unsuspecting* 
agent and his family were on a 
two-week skiing holiday at \fal 
d'Isdre in Fiance. One evening, 
when the family were sitting 
down to dinner at their hotel. 
Worth was called to the tele- 
phone. He was puzzled, haring 
told his secretary not to give 
anyone his number. 

It was Borg. “Peter,” he 
said, “Fve decided to quit play- 
ing the circuit. My last tourna- 
ment will be Monte Carlo in 
April, but that’s the last one.” 

Although Borg’s refusal to 
commit hims elf to the required 
number of tour events in 1982 
had resulted in the indignity of 
having to pre -qualify for tour- 
naments, there had been no in- 
dication of early retirement 

“1 don’t understand, Bjorn,” 
a shocked Worth said to his 
client. “You’re only 26 and 
you've got at least another four 
years at the top." 

“It doesn't matter,” Borg 


THE BORG YEARS: FIVE CLASSIC WIMBLEDON VICTORIES 


Bjorn Borg won the 
Wimbledon men’s 
singles championship 
for five consecutive 
years (1976-80) and 
was unbeaten at the 
All England Club in 
41 matches between 
1 July 1975, when he 
lost to Arthur Ashe 
in the quarter-finals, 
and 4 July 1981, when 
he was relieved of the 
tide by John McEnroe 
in the final, 4-6, 7-6 
(7-1), 7-6 (7-4), 6-4. 
John Roberts reviews a 
selection of some of 
the finest moments 
of Borg's reign. 



7aw# Borg defeated 
ly/O IlieNastase, 


6-4, 6-2, 9-7 

in the final. 


Borg’s straight-sets victory against 
Nastase was the culmination of two 
weeks’ domination of Wimbledon's 
grass courts, which were supposed to 
be too fast for The yourg Swede’s base- 
line game. Seeded No 4, Borg ap- 
proached the championships jn his 
customary fashion, with two weeks' 
practice to adjust after months on the 
sksw day. Nastase, the No 3 seed suf- 
fered along with the rest starting with 
Britain's David Lloyd (6-3. 6-3, 6- 1 ), as 
Borg’s tour de farce began with seven 
wins without the loss of a set The 
Swede's other victims were Marty 
Riessen, Colin Dibfey Brian Gottfried 
Guillermo Vilas and Roscoe Tanner. 



_ Borg defeated Jimmy 

1978 Connors in the final, 
_ - 6-2, 6-2, 6-3. 


replied, “I’ve made icy decision. 
I want you to talk with the oth- 
ers at IMG and take care of 
everything. But you're not to 
make any public announce- 
ments yet. Well talk about that 
later. And remember, there’s no 
use in trying to convince me to 
keep playing. Fve made up my 
mind." 

The dialogue, which Worth 
acknowledges to be reasonably 
accurate, is taken from a book 
on Barg written by Lars Starke, 
described on the jacket as a 
“firm friend”. Sfcarke, who was 
IMG’s Swedish representative, 
became a partner in the the ill- 
fated Bjorn Borg Design 
Group. Winner Loses AH (Blake 
Publishing, 1993) is a lurid ac- 
count of Borg’s experiences 
away from the court 

■Worth did endeavour to con- 
vince Borg to play on.^1 spent 
a few months trying to persuade 
him." The response was always 
the same, “It’s no use. Fve 
made up my mind" The agent 
spent the next two years deal- 
ing with the implications of 
Borg's depax- 


tore. 

He * has r y 

said . that he jj Y H 
had thought } 

about it for a D r) H 
couple years, U 

but I don’t ; 

know about 

that,” Worth said. “It was a sur- 
prise to us. His contracts were 
subject to his playing tennis. 
There were no clauses relating 
to early retirement. We didn’t 
conceive that would happen.” 

Borg’s career prize-money 
amounted to $3,609,896 
(£2.4m ). In 1981 he had earned 
more than S4m from adver- 
tisements and in 1982, in spite 
of a reduced playing schedule, 
his revenue from advertisings was 
around $3m. He had long-term 
agreements with Donnay rack- 
ets and Flla sportwear, with 
whom be put pinstripes back in 
fashion. He was told he would 
be sacrificing about $4m over 
toe next year alone. ■ • 

Borg and Worth eventually 
parted company. “He had had 
enough of me," Worth said. “Wi 
had been working together for 
nine years. He went his way and 
1 went mine. From T &5 to ’94 we 
had no contact at alL Now he 
plays three or four events for me 
every year. 


BY JOHN 
ROBERTS 


“I have no regrets. I had 10 
great years with Mark McCor- 
mack. Foe some people it was 
business. Fbr us it was excite- 
ment. Borg wasn’t my only 
client." Among the others was 
Mats Wilander, Borg’s succes- 
sor as Sweden’s leading player. 

During what has been 
termed Borg’s wilderness years, 
his personal life was often in 
greater turmoil than his business 
affairs. His first marriage, to 
Mariana Simionescu, the Ro- 
manian te nnis player, 
foundered and they divorced 
(her settlement was reportedly 
$15m). 

Borg had a son, Robin, by 
T annik e Bjorling, a children’s 
nurse, and Jarer developed a re- 
lationship with Lo redans Berte, 
an Italian rock singer. In 1989, 
a few months before he was due 
to marry Berte, Borg was 
rushed to hospital in Milan to 
have his stomach pumped. His 
explanation (food poisoning 
and a few sleeping pills) con- 
flicted with reports of a barbi- 
turate overdose. Later that year 
__ _ Borg’s design 

~ company was 

■x t t w t declared bank- 

)HN rup.. 

In 1991, the 

P RTS 34-year-old 

u ^ Borg made an 

abortive come- 
back on tbe 
regular tour, encouraged by a 
British guru, “Professor” Ron 
Thatcher, and using a wooden 
Donnay against synthetic mod- 
em rackets, a catapult against 
Magnums. Loredana Berte, 
who married Borg in 1989, at- 
tempted suicide and the couple 
were divorced in 1993. 

The senior tour, co-ordi- 
nated as never before, has re- 
juvenated the 41-year-old Borg, 
who is scheduled to renew his 
riyabywith McEnroe in London 
next Friday afternoon. 

“Bjorn is in very good shape 
right now, and he moves veiy 
welL” observed Lennart 
Bergelin. the Swedish coach 
who shared Borg’s greatesMri- 
umphs. “Of course, if you put 
him with an enthusiastic young- 
ster of 20 years old it is veiy dif- 
ficult,” Bergelin conceded, “but 
I'm sure he could give a lot of 
them a very go<*3 tight.” 

It gladdens Bergelin to see 
his former pupil back among 
contemporaries after courting 


ridicule in the early ‘9*- “ H * 

it is nearly m,possn,leW®m 


it is nearly 

-p* K 




Clothes business: Bjorn Borg is a big name in upmarket 
underwear Photograph: David Ashdown 


1979 ? org defeated Roscoe Tanner in the 
Iy/y final 6-7 (4-7), 6-1, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 


Borg survived two cr*3s points m the 
fifth set against Tanner, a big-serv- 
ing American left-hander. Having 
sampled Tanner’s power and re- 
trieved a two sets to one deficit 
Borg found his advance to a fourth 
consecutive title under threat again 
when serving at 4-3, 15-40. The 
Swedes body language gave no hint 
of concern and he continued to go 
for his shots with characteristic con- 
fidence, erasing the break points. In 
the second round, Borg had expe- 
rienced problems when playing Vi- 
jay Armrilraj on Court No I. The 
Indian led by two sets to one but 
was denied on several break point 
opportunities in the fourth set 



Borg defeated Vitas 

1977 Gerulaitis, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 

_ -1 3-6, 8-6 in the semi-finals. 


Borg and his American friend Gerufaitis played 
for hours together on practice courts around 
the world and frequently engaged in exhibition 
matches. Although the athletic Gerulaitis won 
his share of those, He was never able to defeat 
Borg in & competitive angles match. Thar dud 
for a place in the Wimbledon semi-finals was 
a classic packed with spectacular winning shots 
and containing comparatively few errors. Both 
men were so familiar with their opponents play 
that minds were read, moves were anticipated, 
shots were intercepted and the outcome was 
in doubt until the concluding shot 



Connors once vowed to trail Borg to the 
ends of the earth, so strong was his deter- 
mination to beat the Swede. The American 
came dose in the 1977 final Borg winning 
6-4 in the fifth set but was further away than 
ever in 1978. The biggest threat to Borg’s 
hat-trick of titles came on the opening day. 
Wrth toe Centre Court slick, Borg faced the 
punishing serves ofVictor Amaya, an imposing 
American left-hander. Amaya led by two sets 
to one and had a point for 4-1 in the fourth 
set Borg prevailed 



Photographs 

1976, 1977, 1979 and 1980: Allsport 
1978: Peter Cook/ Sunday Mirror 



Toon] Bor^ defeated John 

I70U McEnroe in the final. 


6-7 (16-18), 8-6. 


Which deoded the fourth set 
rs celebrated as one of the most ectov 
passages .n the history of the snorTS? 
20-mini/te 

chappwnship points and saed *7 set 
as McEnroe fought to level the 

uf ^ attern P t ed a drop vo(. 

ley off a hard, topspin McEnroe ret. . 

the ball fell off he racket SSSSS h! 

1 ^ P° ints fifthS 


’"Guided by Bagd^ “jjj 
tod the French Open tries* 

times in addMon to ralingWn- 

bledon for five yeans- A 3 *? 11 " 

Sungty, on three cooseoutwe 

occasions tbe dedicated base- 
liner succeeded in mastering toe 
speed of the Wimbledon courts ^ 
directly after winning on toe 
slow red day of Paris. 

Suspended for six months by 
the Swedish Unnis Association 
after misbehaving as a junior, 
thrown down steps after exas- 
perating one of his early 
mentors, Borg developed 
prodigious powers of concen- 
tration and a topspin game 

honed by five or six hours of dis- 
cipline per day on the practice 
court 

Bergelin was less surprised 
than most by toe 1983 hiatus. 
“Bjorn was a little bit tired 
daring the last year of bis ten- 
nis. He had done too much 
fighting. He came up when he 


was L5 or 16 years old and was * 

-ii ihd final nrurin- ** 


all the time in the final or win- * 
ning.'’ 

They have kept in touch. 
Both are involved with a Ger- 
man company, Ever-Court, spe- 
cialising in tennis clinics. 
Bergelin travels extensively or- 
ganising coaching for 30 to 60- 
ycar-olds at Club Aldiana 
resorts. “I am 72 and a half,” he 
said, intercepting the question. 

“I have played tennis all my life, 
so I keep on.” 

He expressed similar senti- 
ments concerning Borg. “He's 
a tennis player. This is where he 
belongs. It is his life, what be 
does best, so why shouldn’t he 
continue when be has the 
chance to do it?” ^ 

The view was reinforced* 
when Bergelin visited last 
week's senior tour event in 
Frankfurt. “I didn’t believe he 
could play such good tennis. He 
beat [Johan] Kriek itfthe final 
and [ Henri j Leconte before 
that. His movement and his re- 
actions started to come back, 
and he was really fast again, for 
nearly 42 years old. Yon wifl see 
the way he moves, quite fan- 
tastic.” 

Borg and Bergelin were 
some team. “We are quite near 
in the way of thinking, '” Bergelin 
said. Not to mention the way of 
superstitions, the str ing sec- 
tion of finely toned rackets that 
went ping in the night, the 
same old route to Wimbledon 
- even if it was the long way 
round - and Borg's not shaving 
for toe duration of the tourna- 
ment. “There is something in all _ 
that, you know,” Bergelin % 
laughed. “It'S Stiiniri hut whv 


' J — — — — - - ' 

laughed. “It's stupid_. but why 
not?” 


If nostalgia is contagious, the 
Albert Hall will be buzzing 
with veterans of teeny-bopper 
hysteria. “I think some people 
have forgotten what it was like,” 
Peter Worth mused. “It was like 
the Beatles ” For sure, they 
loved him, yeah, yeah, yeah. 


FACT FILE 


Bom: SodertaJje, 
Sweden, 6 June 1956. 
Lives: Stockholm. 
Height: 5ft II in. 
Weight: list 71b. 

Plays: Right-handed. 
Turned pro: 1973. 

sisssr* 

SsBcsssr 

retired from the Tour in 
W3. 

Singles titles: EL 
Singles finals: 88. 
Doubles titles: 4. 
Doubles finals: 8. 


Grand Sfaurri singles 
titles: II. 


Grand 9am record 
Australian Open 
tingles: 

Third round 1974 (only 
year played). 

Singles won/lost 
record: 1-1 

French Open singles 

6 (1974-75, 1978-81). 
Singles wonflost 
record: 49-2. 


Wimbledon tingles 
titles: 5 (1976-80? 

Singles wonflost 
record: 51-4. 

(1976, 78, 80, 8|). 

Singles won/lost 
record: 40 t9. 
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Sampras limps off as United States trail Sweden 


Carrie t* lhe home 
crowd in Gothenburg and 
favoured fortune, opened a 2-0 

otMutiogc and are poised to de- 
feat the Umted Slates in the 
Davis Cup final yesterday. 

Jonas Bjorkman turned his 
match around in the third set to 
beat Michael Chang 7 - 5 , i_g 
6-3, 6 - 3 . The American cause 
sufficed a serious blow when the 

world No I, Pete Sampras, was 
forced to limp off court with a 

pulled calf when his singles 
match against Magnus Larsson 
stood at one-set all. 

Bjorkman, playing some sol- 
id tennis, broke Chang’s serve 
three times in the final set and 
converted his second match 
point to win in two hours, 53 
minutes. 

“It’s incredible,” Bjorkman 
said. “It makes ail the training 
worthwhile." 

Bjorkman, who has risen 
from No 69 to No 4 in the world 
this year, also beat Chang in 
their last meeting at the ATP 
Tour Championship in 
Hanover, Germany, earlier ihfc 
month. He said yesterday’s vic- 
tory was his biggest m the Davis 
Cup. He was only a substitute 
last year but he has carried Swe- 
den’s team this year. 

Chang said he was disap- 
pointed to let the team down. 
“I wasn't able to win the crucial 
points. It’s always important to 
get off to a good start and I 
wasn’t able to do that today,” he 
said. 

The first set lasted 70 minutes, 
longer than some two-set match- 
es, as all but three games went 
to one or more deuces. There 
were some spectacular rallks and 
extraordinary points, such as 
when an air-borne Chang hit a 
winner off a wrong foot 

The sefl-out crowd of 11,000 






Jonas Bjorkman returns serve on his way to victory over Michael Chang in yesterday”* opening angles match in the Davis Cup final in Gothenburg Photograph: Peter MuHer/Reuoers 


in Lhe Scan din avium hall was 
noisily partisan, and showed 
their delight when Chang, No. 
3 in the world, dropped his serve 
to trail 6-5. That game includ- 
ed a double fault perhaps 
caused by one of the paper 
planes occasionally hurled on to 
the court from the crowd. 


Bjorkman used his chance 
and served out the tong set, but 
the American recovered quick- 
ly to break serve for a 2-0 lead 
and rolled through the second 
set in just 26 minutes. Chang led 
3-1 in the third set and was one 
point away from a 4-2 lead 
when the match turned around 


Bjorkman slipped on the 
fast indoor carpet near the net 
but still recovered to win the 
point. Chang then went on to 
drop bis serve and Bjorkman 
tied the score at 3-3. 

“That was a big - turn- 
around,” Bjorkman said. 
“When 2 got the break back, I 


had to feel that I was in the 
match again.” 

Chang agreed. “It was a 
pretty important point It was 
the turning point of the match 
probably,” be said 

The Swede served out the set 
without problems, hitting two 
service winners in a row. 


The fourth started with an 
exchange of service breaks and 
Bjorkman took a 4-3 lead on an- 
other. Serving to stay in the 
match, Chang had a double fault 
that made it 30-30. A volley by 
Bjorkman gave the Swede his 
first match point, but he wast- 
ed it by hitting a forehand long. 


A forehand winner set up an- 
other and Chang dropped the 
match when he hit a volley 
into the net 

The doubles are scheduled 
for today and reverse singles are 
due to bie played on Sunday,*but 
there must be a doubt over 
whether Sampras will play. 


BASKETBALL 

England look 
to ride luck 
against Spain 

The England coach, Laszlo 
Nemeth, compares tonight’s 
European Championship dash 
with Spain at the Plymouth 
Pavilions to a trip to the casino. 

“We have so little time to- 
gether, every game is a gamble 
as to how well play,” he said 

Nevertheless, Nemeth’s 
players are in buoyant mood for 
the second game in their semi- 
final round group, even against 
the former Olympic silver 
medallists, after winning 72-64 
in Denmark on Wednesday. 

“Any away win is priceless,” 
said Nemeth. “The Danes are 
dangerous opponents, espe- 
cially at home in front of a cou- 
ple of thousand noisy fens.” 

Nemeth also emphasised 
the value of the practice game 
against Germany 48 hours ear- 
lier, in which the former Los 
Angeles Laker Steve Bucknall 
earned particular praise for 
both his assists good defence. 
“It was an exceptionally intel- 
ligent performance. He proved 
1 his class,” said Nemeth. 

Tb night, England can take 
some comfort from the ab- 
sence of Barcelona's injured 7ft 
2in centre, Roberto Duenas, but 
Nemeth" knows his side stDl face 
a far greater test than against 
Denmark. “Spain are one of the 
fastest teams in Europe - five 
times faster than London Leop- 
ards." 

Budweiser league Leopards 
trill face Fngtand in Portsmouth 
tomorrow, following the late 
withdrawal by scheduled op- 
ponents- Croatia from the 
friendly international. 

- Richard Taylor 


Chat away and Moorcroft begin looking to the future 


British athletics has 
enlisted the help of one 
of its heroes of the 1950’S 
as it takes a first step 
back towards financial 
health. Mike Rawbottom, 
our Athletics 
Correspondent, hears 
the latest plans. 


The future of British athletics 
will be determined in the 
course of the next year by a 
14-strong steering group which 
has been set up under the 
chairmanship of Sir Chris 
Chataway. 

The chairman of the Civil 


Aviation Authority, who 
represented Britain at die 1952 
and 1956 Olympics, wiD join 
Dave Moorcroft - the chief ex- 
ecutive of the now insolvent 
British Athletic Federation - in 
an extensive consultation with 
all parts of the sport. 

The group will be set up 
within a new body to be known 
as UK Athletics '98, which will 
receive £300,000 of funding 
from the UK Sports Council it 
will also take over the day-to- 
day responsibilities of the BAF. 

Although Moorcroft is be- 
ing careful not to upset frictions 
within the sport by pre-judging 
any issues, it seems clear that 
whatever new form a British 
athletics administration takes, 


it is likely to be a less centralised 
and bureaucratic creature. 

“The BAF has tried to be 
too things to too many people,” 
Moorcroft said. He hinted 
strongly that the promotion 
and organisation of Britain’s 
televised meetings would be put 
out to tender. 

“A possible way forward is to 
separate the events side erf 1 it If s 
generally agreed that there are 
better agencies for delivering 
certain parts of the sport.” 

A spokesman for the 
administrators; currently or- 
dering BAFs finances would 
neither confirm nor deny that 
there had been offers from 
outside agencies to ran the 
sport’s commercial side. 


- There are rumours, 
however, that several have al- 
ready indicated interest, in- 
cluding Mark McCormack’s 
Internationa] Management 
Group, and Alan Pascoe 
International. 

One rumour suggested that 
a sum of £ 2 J>m had been 
offered for an overall package 
bad been offered. 

Moorcroft stressed that the 
new body would aim to base it- 
self upon secure funding inde- 
pendent of the vicissitudes of 
money generated by television 
and sponsorship, with more of 
it Ekefy to come from the Sports 
Council or the National Lottery. 

He accepted the sport as a 
whole was still confused - “I 


am, so I'm sure the sport must 
be” -but said there was already 
general agreement over the 
need to implement a registra- 
tion scheme, something long 
resisted by the grass roots of the 
sport. 

“If this is set up on a regional 
basis, rather than delivering 
money into a central pot, I 
would have no problem with 
that,” he added. 

The crucial question, as 
Moorcroft acknowledged, is bow 
the powerful English region - the 
Amateur Athletic Association 
has reserves of close to £ 2 m - 
would fit into any new structure. 
Animosity between the AAA 
and the BAF was a major fac- 
tor in the latter’s downfall. 


“Athletics is fadng-its biggest 
test for many, many years,” 
Moorcroft said. 

“The changes made in re- 
cent years have been made at 
the edges of the sport. Now we 
will have to see whether there 
is a will to make fundamental 
changes.” 

The steering group will also 
include representatives from all 
seven regions, two as yet 
unnamed senior athletes and 
three external members - Sir 
Paul Fox, a former chairman of 
TTN and managing director of 
BBC network television, Ron- 
nie Kells, the retiring group 
chief executive of Ulster Bank, 
and Karena Vleck, of the 
solicitors Farrers and Co. 


SNOOKER 

Respect but 
no respite as 
Hendry takes 
on Stevens 

Stephen Hendiy took nothing 
for granted yesterday when he 
lined up against Matthew 
Stevens, the lowest ranked of 
the UK Championship semi- 
finalists. _ 

Hendry, in his own words, is 

dose to reproducing his best 
form but refused to treat 
Stevens with disdain. 

“We’ve only played once 
before and Matthew beat me 
5-1 in the Grand Prix last sea- 
son,” the defending champion 
said after his 9-5 success over 
Alan McManus in the Preston 
tournament on Thursday. 

“It’s his second semi-final in 
a row, so he can certainly play 

a bit," Hendry said. “I know that 
if I drop my standards, he’s wdfl 

capable of getting through to 
the final. " 

Hendiy maintained his stan- 
dard to such an extent that he 
led 6-2 after the opening session, 
the 20-year-okl Stevens getting 
a taste of his own medicine fol- 
lowing his successive 9-1 victo- 
ries over Mark Williams and 
Martin DziewialtowskL 

The Carmarthen player only 

prevented a possible whitewash 

by winning the last two frames 
of the session helped by breaks 
of 83 and 97. 

And in order to avert a last- 
four disappointment for the 
second ranking tournament 
running, Stevens needed seven 
of the remaining nine frames. 

That scenario looks unlike- 
ly against a player imploring 
with every match and who is un- 
beaten since losing to Ronnie 
O’Sullivan in the 1993 UK final. 

However, Hendiy needed to 
stay awake unlike a spectator 
during his match against Mc- 
Manus. Frame 10 was inter- 
rupted by a snoring fan for 
whom the comfy chairs and 
warmth inside the venue proved 
too much to resist. 

One minute the mystery 
man was watching Hendiy take 
a 6-3 lead, the next he was snor- 
ing soundly forcing the match 
to be halted for several minutes. 

Both players and the Dutch 
referee Jan Verhaas broke 
down laughing. But McManus 
was dearly affected and missed 
bis next shot. He was still grin- 
ning as Hendry eventually 
managed to take the frame on 
the pink to go 7-3 up. . 

“It wasn’t a compliment to 
our snooker, that’s for sure,” 
Hendiy said. “It was just one of 
those things that happen from 
time to time. Alan was dearly 
affected by what happened 
more than me.” 


HOCKEY 


Cannock can bounce back 


Cannock, the Premier League 
leaders, who last Sunday suf- 
fered an enormous blow to 
Lbeir hopes far the season when 
they were thrashed 6-1 by Can- 
terbury, have home games this 
weekend against Guildford 
(League) today and Old Lougfa- 
tonians (Cup) tomorrow to get 
their season back on course. 
The highly talented Stafford- 
shire side should win both. 

The Cup holders, Tedding- 
ton, no longer interested in 
this year’s Cup competition, 
play the League Champions, 
Reading, at Reeds School this 
afternoon and will also be look- 
ing to return to winning form. 
Their defence has been shipping 
too many goals tins season and 
although last week it looked 
much improved at times against 


SPORTI NG DIGEST 


American football _ 

NFL: Dana 55CNea0o2D: WTbmasaoo 

27. 

Basketball 

NBA: hdm 10B Vancouvw 85. 

Boxing - . ■ • 

Nasaem Harness oMte 

World Bering Ors^w^onfesmar- 

twaen Hamad's promoter Rankwar^ 

ran and rivat DonJOna^ge^ 

legal proceedings, but fosse nave 
been reedved. w „„ 

bout.amhst Atesrtf* &bw ** 

been from t he ste « tow™ 

nudeartfsastar fa Ukraawto 
Syrthsnaar Dunkirk, on the same « 
December date. 

Cricket t " 


Jarvis. 32, hut fa a fielding acadent 
while playing In Wellington, wH be In 
dart*!* weeks an d men fa ces 
atteasttwo months rehabBteflon. 


ThaWtervvlcktf^p8C»bowl0rWawjN 


^■contract at EdQbaston. Bel may 
a^me^ndmdwStes CrWret 
teammate Nm a Lfet Ttapteyer 
to give hin the option of befog able 
to iofa any county 
Kent havere-^oin^flT^^c^ 

Shaun Mock scored his maiden 


Old Lougbtonians, they still 
went down 4-3. 

The return of the St George’s 
schoolboy and England 
Under-21 midfielder, Danny 
Hayden, should boost their 
chances, as might their mid-week 
indoor 8-1 win against Maiden- 
head in the South Qualifier. 

Southgate, who in spite of 
their defeat at Reading last 
weekend cling on to second 
place above the Berkshire side 
and East Grinstead on goal dif- 
ference, noil be without their 
first choice goalkeepers when 
they entertain Old Lough tom- 
ans today and fra 1 their Cup trip 
to Nottingham to play Beeston 
tomorrow. Giles Cadman is in- 
jured and the South African 
Gregor Maier has departed for 
his country's trip to Argentina. 


Pofexk nap LSyma»5<J»: Western AusMta 
ItTfarl (UEtfesuvSBraL . 


L Hsrpsr SQ l Brtabsm: Barnaul* 3Q7i (D J 
Marsh SZno; S Mtesr S-Tteand tt.frr ft 
OussnSand 237 (I P MahsrH 
SUttRSPOOT SERES (Hratdsyfrf tar wv 
h.. ^ ^^■ QwfcOTNMNvEwWnRwtaca 


WBSBm flusiresa 11 re. 
dsirfesed for WO m South Afacafcftst 

Irrtngs total of 468 before the tome 

back to ft*h it7 for i at 
dose on the second day. 

arsHc&vsutf-" 


hemd day): Banter 278; Griquatend VMM 
267 (L Socman 77}. 

Equestrianism 
Guy. Godson has accepted a tast- 
rmrute favttafion to compete In the 
UPS Christmas Puissance at the 
CHympifl Show Jumping Champl- 
orsrtpe on © Decembec Gooaen end 
Ns mount Sagrat, wffl be aiming far 
their thta consecutive victory In Uw 
competition. 

Football 

Perugia have freed their fanner coach 

Giovanni Geieone from Ns contract 

wKh the cfcfo and cleared the wayfar 
Nm to taka over at the Serie A cwb 
Napd after ha agreed to terms on 
some unpaid wages. 


Chelmsford and Surbiton 
are more fortunate with their 
key South Africans, who play to- 
day before flying to Argentina. 

Old Cranleighans or Spald- 
ing will break new ground after 
their fifth round EHA Cup en- 
counter tomorrow at Thames 
Ditton with the winners going 
into the quarter-finals for the 
first time. The odds will favour 
the Old Boys, who have already 
passed the half-century of goals 
in their eight League games this 
season and lead the ESL 
Hampshire/Surrey League by 
six points. 

• Stellenbosch University, 
South Africa's current Women's 
National League Champions, 
start a four-match tour tomor- 
row at Witney. 

-BMCo/wiH 


Golf 

AU8raA UANpPEMgjAM PIONSHl P|Hg - 

SSn^mm£S& 133 NOHam87flaW 
LWMmdffiH 66. 136 Q Norman 68 
67. 136 B PwVtiQ* 57 «ft S Man 687a 137 
P Metabon (UB)896a 138 S LBansyffl 72. 
139 A CwiartJGB} 65 74; S Appleby 69 70; P 
Davenport (NZ) SB 70. 140 uSiiyTO 70; R 
Damron (US) 88 7ft P Lonard 63 77. 141 G 
Bow (OBJ 7071; P Sartor 68 73. 
ZIMBABWE OPBJ (Harare) Laadha Mcand 
nund acorn (3A unlan orated): in D 
Ffcftanft 67 64 132 J KJnptan 65 67. 136 M 

68^1 38 A Cruaa 10 6a 13B D van Sadm 
71 68. 140 B van VUuran 70 70; K Slsna 71 
6ft 6 Dwtoon 70 70; 8 Wutfran 71 66: N 
HomafriTi aa 

CASIO WORLD OPEN (Kataaon, Japan) 


GOLF 

O’Hem picks 
up lead role 

The qualifier Nick O’Hem, 
forced to cany his own bag dur- 
ing the first round, was the un- 
expected leader after the second 
round of the Australian Open in 
Melbourne. After hastily en- 
listing his wife, Alana, as a cad- 
die, the West Australian shot a 
six-under-par 66 to finish the day 
11-underon 133. 

Britain’s Lee Wfestwood also 
shot 66 to finish the day one 
stroke off the pace, while the 
world No 1, Greg Norman, 
fired a 67 for 135. 

The overnight leader, Peter 
Lonard, endured a miserable 
day to finish seven shots off the 
pace. The Australian Masters 
champion shot a 77 to follow his 
course record 63 on the open- 
ing day. 


Ice skating 

NHK TROPHY CHAMPIONS SERIES 
(Nagano, Japan) Sturt proaranana: 
woman: 1 m ButyiwyajRus) 05 factored 
placements; 2 Chon Lu (Cft) 1D;3T Stbw- 
easnko (Gar) L& Man: 1 1 KuSk * 

D HolonOer (US) 10:3 T Honda 
Paha: 1 J Mau and T Sand ft 
Kazakova and AJDmSrlav 
Xim and 2hao Hongbo 


Montgomerie collects again 


Hardly a day goes by without 
Colin Montgomerie picking up 
a cheque or an award. Yester- 
day, having retained the Shot of 
the Year title for his tee shot at 
the 18th at Mddeirama in his vi- 
tal singles, be received the John- 
nie Walker Player of-the Year 
trophy for the third year running. 

On the course, since being 
crowned the European Nol 
for the fifth time, Montgomerie 
bas earned $300,000 in warning 
the Hassan Th>pby and the in- 
dividual event at the World 
Cup, where Scotland were run- 
ners-up. He is not finished. 

The house in Surrey be 
bought in the summer could re- 
ceive further investment if he 
scoops the S2m on offer in his last 
two events before a two-month 
break. This week he defends his 


B HcCrt (London Irish! K Maw* (Brto- 
tot): E Brand (Gahw^ons}. CMcGu to- 
ne** (StMwyS): N H o pp h raal (NawessU* 
captL R NMdato (NaocastH P WkMra 
(SaracensJi P John* (Saracang M OTC* 
(London Irish). D ErskJne (Bsfai V 
“ (St JUaryfeX K Dawson (London 
(Lav 


, 1 1 1 ■f'li: 1 I * M i l : 1 C VI 3 

iMWi 




38 RQbsai tort 71 6T.U0 esM 

67 71. 139 B WttS (US) 70 6ft H Mmbm 89 
70: T OkbM 68 71 140 H MariU 72 68: K 
Htadam 70 TO; K FUobori 88 71 141 T 

. ttHiwama 73 6ft T RAuzM 7B 69; 3wn0 
Uanw&JCh) 726S; H Raw 7560: TWtetan- 
sbe 71 7ftT NaMma 71 7ft: F Punk (LB) 71 
70; T Mvora7T70iB Jobe (UB 7071 

ta70n:KMwnws70 7irR _ 
Tij T NskamniBS 7ft C Sm»i (US)l7 PL 

Ice hockey 

UHL:Ottim3Wut*nKn 1: LosAngetesS 
St LaUS ft Chicago 2 Calgary ft CMbs 4 

Phoanbii 


and E Pfntov (Rue) 10: 2 Si 

Bourne and V Kreatz (Can) 20; 3 B Fusa*- 
Pofl and M MaigogSo (IQ 3H 

Rugby League 
Leeds have beaten off competition 
from Bradford. Huddersfield and Hiv 
stottosign IB-yaapold Andrew Kirk, 
a 6ft, t3st centra from the Leeds am- 
ateir dub MBord 

Rugby Union 

Eric MBar bas became the third Don 

uptloutorkofancfagfflTWwItbCBns- 
da at Lansdowne RoadtomorroM Hie 

Leicester Mo 8 has bean stooging 
with anktalgament damage andtoaly 
had to adhst defeat yesterday, jotafag 

fe*ow Lions Keith Vitood and Jorainy 
Devkfaon or the skteinpa 
IRELAND fv Csnada, Laudowne Road, 
toranrow): K Nawtet (St MaryU; D 
Wefcie (St toy):), R Hondmon (Wupsl 


CANADA: J Stewart; J Pagano, D 
LaughsecL H %ews, W Stanley; G Rees 

m J Grstf; R Snow, M CenJnal, R Bice, 
M James, M ScteridJ Huietenson, 
A cnenon. Ro placement*: “ ~ 

Card, A " ’ 

Morgan. 

SOUTH 

Zealand Underftl, G touceatm; Dmb^ 
‘ J Fabian (Beater): N Homcastle 
J Beene (Bah). J Prtehard 
Jewel (GfouceetBi): J Martin 


Million Dollar title at Sun City, 
while in the the New Year are the 
Andersen Consulting World 

Ch sTT ipionship finals. 

Montgomerie faces his 
nemesis, Ernie Els, in his Ari- 
zona semi-final. Els has twice 
beaten the Scot at the US Open 
and in the World Match Play. 
So Montgomerie's play-off win 
over the South African at Sun 
City last year was highly signif- 
icant. “It was huge,” he said. 

“I have earned his respect 
and that is important to me. Al- 
though he is younger, he, Tiger 
Woods and Greg Norman are 
at the top of the tree. He will 
be looking for me now as I look 
for him. If was nice to win the 
World Cup individual with him 
in the field." 

Montgomerie had finish er! 


17-16i 15-ia 14-17. 9-15, 15-8 In the final 
of the Qatar International tournament 
fa Doha 

Swimming 

The International Amateur Swimming 
Federation amomced yeatenJay thm 
Barcelona and the Japanese city, 
Fukuoka, have appfled to stage the 
world championships fa 2Q0LA ded- 
«on wB be made next January fa 
Perth, AustraSa. 


11th out of 12 at Sun City in his 
two previous outings. “I went 
out just to enjoy it but I play my 
best golf when I am relaxed," he 
said, Trying to be relaxed at a 
major championship, the one in- 
gredient missing from his CV, 
is still his biggest challenge. 

‘Tt’s a Catch-22, isn’t ft? I have 

pul importance on majors by ar- 
rangfag nty schedule for next year 
around them, bat I think in the 
past someone like [Nick] Faldo 

has put too much pressure on the 
majors. I need to go into them 
as if they were a Slaley Hall or 
an Irish Open. 

“Now 1 know I don’t need 
to play at 100 per cent I can win 
a major with 85 per cent of my 
game. Knowing that should 
help me to relax.” 

— Andy Farrell 


Tennis 

□AVIS CUP Hrtal (GoOwnbural: Swhn 
tedlMrad StetM M (JlfcffirranWM 
Qraig7-S 1-66-363; M Lareaon bt P Stmp- 
rae3-6 7-6 2-1, ret Injured). 
HEAUWSOUTHjlSW MEWS CHAU 



Squash 

Jonathon Power, of Canada, ysstariay 
became the first North American 
player to win a Super Series tourna- 
ment dateating lhe Scot Peter hScd, 


(r£5S(§S , s£ 

-aesvjBissstu 

«JJ!®i!£Slliao(8351«SS 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

675 

TTw amount (in pounds 
thatmfeBes who 
normaiy officiate in S^rt- 
ish footbafs ThW Division 
wffl receivB per match this 
weekend for taking 
charge of games in the 
First Division, whie top ref- 
erees stage strfee action 

in protest at the abuse 
they receive from players 
and coaches. Third Divi- 
sion referees normaiy re- 
ceive only £85 per gama 
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The Hall of Fames a farce — but I’d be in if my name was Gaffe 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Hall of Rune? Han of Shame 
more like. I mean, look, at 
some of the names they chose 
to put in this glorified wax- 
works. Pele, a fair player but he 
couldn't handle the hard men 
in 1966 -or 1962 whep Brazil 
showed they could win the 
World Cup without him. 
Cruyff, another bottler, didn’t 
go to Argentina because he 
didn’t like their government 
No wonder he turned down 
those English jobs while Mag- 
gie was in charge. Puskas, I’ve 
since pictures of him and he 
looks a right fatly so he couldn’t 
have been much cop. George 
Best, well, if it was an inter- 
national hinting, boozing and 
getting arrested Hall of Fame 
he's a cert - except he wouldn’t 
turn up. The whole thing’s a 
farce. 

I was saying just that to the 
chairman this morning and he 
said I was just bitter because I 
wasn't in it. Ridiculous, me, 
bitter? I’m known as Mr 
Generous-of-spirit at the golf 
dob, or was -it Generous-, 
measure-of spirits? Tike Harpo 
Marx said, or was it Karl? 


“Any Hall of Fame Slat wont CotdcH k> ddange the name of 
tetyoumsntwrthb^gfa- ;.**.*, no^from Acada 
Mind you, I shoali taffi.-.mnge tfr Old Comfidd in 
o \S*EL5*? d than ft* trodotn of the dab. 

Rfflt-M yplayingdayaspealfigjfl.qfethatwaaitenomAfcr 
themselves, thtee Snoeessfisir^^ts who pickedTltn ■ 

promotion campaigns, . a :4a4itoWerc computer peris 
Lea£ueQifrnimtf«^+rt Tricot ■ 


• j • -y ■ i iwi i* 

and twoappearancesfor &e 

Football League Xfwfcantbal 
meant something^ftk^a^ 31 ^ 
not my main damyk’s the" 
other things I’ve done 
should have been recognise*!# 
There was the XY formal 
tkm, specially formulated^?! 
playing with 10 men. The* 
fitness video, as used by Tbtten?' 
ham Hotspur. . The dasski- 
camel-skin coat and matching 
titter. Three points for a win — ' 
it started in our Subbuteo 
league. Top place in the Pig & 
Whistle’s Fantasy league two 
years running. I was also the 
first manager in the Premier- 
ship to complete myRanini 
Wbrid Cup collection — though 
Ruud might have beaten me if 
he hadn’t thought you had to. 
buy the real-life player as welL 
Only last week my influence 
persuaded Sludgethorpe 


maybe I shot&int besmprised. 
.people don’t have a 


at &ere, .social inadeqnates, 
staring at ffteScrccn all day. 
‘;And i brtJth^e computer typek 


^ ■!-: should have 

P6fe,Ztco, 

v there^ /a ^efisproportionate 
aurahi^wSh one name. Fear- 
haps ISSould have called my- 
self Gafferissmo, Gafferincha 
Or, amply, Gaffe. 

. Of course, if I was manager 
Of Barcelona I’d be nkkruimrtri 
El Gaffer. Not that it’s likely, 
though I did mention to Presi- 
dent Nunez, when I was althe 
Nou Camp for the Newcastle 
game doing TV summarising 
for tire Playboy Channel, that 
Louis van Gaal had made a 
ri^itpg’searofit and English 


managers were dearly good for 
Barcelona. 

I quite fancy the Newcastle 
job as well, Kenny's bound to 
do a runner soon so that'll be 
avaHaHe. Apparently they pre- 
fer teams to go down in a blaze 

of glory rather . than nicking 1-0 
wins. Having lost 4-3, 5-2, 6-1 
and 7-0 this season I I can 

safely ay my team meets that 
criteria, better get a copy of the 
CV typed up just in case. 

PB have to do it myself as 
weVe let Briket, our latest sec- 
retary, go after some problems 
in Barcelona. I suggested she 
come along to help me with 
some arrangements but dis- 
tinctly remember telling her 
that, due to the expenses 
purge, she was to book only 
one room. 

Naturally I was disappointed 
to discover she had booked two 
rooms but understood when I 
disco v ered two of hex mates had 
come along as weQ. It was the 
unfortunate incident involving 
the three of them, an emptied 
mini-bar, the ■ complimentary 
bowl of fruit and the bell boy 
that convinced me she Had to 


go.Tin not against a bit of fun, 
as long as Z can join in. As it is 
'-thedub is being billed for all 

■ the fittings damage d when the 
^rinkler system went off. I 
T*$d her not to light up in ano- 
• -smoking room. 

‘At least we’re getting a few. 
quid this week by loaning the 
Old Cornfield to the local 
rugby ctub. Apparently playing 
rugger at footy grounds is the 
trendy thing. I just hope they 
behave themselves. Spending 
all afternoon with their heads 
up each othef s backsides 

■ seems tb^njlke these btokesbe- 

have vetysttangdy. I've hidden 
my aftershave collection m 
case theyigst thirsty and .Sir 
Harem’s locked the boardroom, 
we don't want hookers cavort- 
ing on the oak table, at least not 
until the board’s Christmas 
party. Shaun Prone will not be 
travelling with ns, be has ricked 
aback musde playing snooker 
while Ivor Niggle has heavy 
bruising which he said he got 
after he fdl off whik surfing the 
Internet. • • - 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Germ Moore 


Liverpool set 
to challenge 
blocking of 
Friedel move 


Dykstra bent 
on keeping 
Celtic at bay 


Brad Friedel was unexpected- 
ly blocked from joining Liver- 
pool last night when the 
Government turned down his 
work permit application. 

The United States interna- 
tional goalkeeper was shocked 
to find out that his £2m move 
to Anfield had been stopped by 
the Department of Environ- 
ment and Education. Liver- 
pool are ready to lake the fighf 
to the High Court. 

The Department blocked 
the move because it ruled that 
Friedel fell just below the num- 
ber of caps needed to get a work 
permit. The guidelines state a 
players should have “around 75 
per cent of caps in the past two 
years.” Friedel has 71.4 per 
cent from playing in 10 out of 
the last 14 competitive games. 

Ironically, Friedel has played 
more internationals than his 
American rival, Kasey Keller, 
who is already in the country at 
Leicester City. 

Friedel’s record was good 
enough for the football au- 
thorities to give the move their 
blessing on Monday, but the 
Overseas Labour Office ig- 
nored their recommendation. 
Portsmouth have had similar 
problems with an Australian 
keeper, Zeljko KaJac. 

It is the fifth time Friedel has 
had a work permit application 
rejected. Celtic, Newcastle, 
Sunderland and Southampton 
have all failed in the past He 
could go to Europe where Ben- 
fica, PSV Eindhoven and Kai- 
serslautern are keen on him. 

A Department spokesman 
said last night- “Friedel did not 
meet the criteria for football in 
our opinion - although the 
club has a right to appeal." 

Liverpool put out a state- 
ment last night that read: “We 


find it incredible that it has tak- 
en so long for the Department 
to reach such an unsatisfacto- 
ry conclusion. We shall take fur- 
ther advice on the matter once 
we have received written con- 
firmation of the decision and 
their reasons for iL” 

Fulham have been blocked 
in their quesf to field three for- 
mer Premiership men for the 
tripl to Preston today. They 
have spent almost £2m this 
week on Alan NeOson from 
Southampton, Paul Trollope 
from Deity and Steve McAne- 
spie from Bolton, but their fax 
to the Football League to reg- 
ister the trio arrived too late for 
them to play today. 

The Coventry manager, Gor- 
don Strachan, has put the David 
Burrows-Mark Pembridge ex- 
change deal on bold. Burrows 
has agreed personal terms with 
Sheffield Wednesday - but Stra- 
chan has not yet spoken to 
Pembridge. Coventry hope to re- 
ceive £350,000 plus Pembridge 
in ihe deal, if the Welsh in- 
ternational agrees terms. 

Oxford United have eased 
their financial worries by sell- 
ing their midfielder Bobby Ford 
to Sheffield United for 
£400,000. The Manor Ground 
club, whose debts are estimat- 
ed at over £10m, put all their 
players up for sale a week ago. ‘ 

Chris Sutton has signed a 
new contract with Blackburn 
Rovers that will keep him at the 
club until the summer of 2003. 

The Birmingham City de- 
fender Michael Johnson is the 
latest British-based player who 
hopes to win a call-up from Ja- 
maica for the World Cup. He 
was boro in Nottingham but his 
parents were both boro in Ja- 
maica. 

-A/an Nixon 


Sieb Dykstra, Dundee Unit- 
ed’s Dutch goalkeeper, is con- 
fident of handling the pressure 
and keeping his manager’s 
blood pressure down in tomor- 
row’s Coca-Cola Cap final 
against Celtic. 

Dykstra admitted be blun- 
dered in gifting Henrik Laisson 
Celtic’s second goal in (he 4-0 
league win the Parkhead dub 
enjoyed last week, and has 
promised not to run into further 
trouble in the final at Ibrax. 

After a week of reflection. 
Dykstra reckons the heavy de- 
feat in that dress rehearsal 
could even benefit United as die 
Cel tic support are certain to de- 
mand a repeat performance, 
which .may work against Wim 
Jansen’s side. " 

Dykstra, 31, has. the odd er- 
ror apart, enjoyed a consistent 
season for United this term and 
has emerged as a popular fig- 
ure in a United side he rales as 
the best seen at Thnnadice for 
years. He said: “Ahead of last 
week’s game, we had gamed six 
straight victories and I think we 
have forgotten the result at 
Celtic Park alreatty. 

“Talking to the playere in the 
dressing room, the feeling is we 
will do well on Sunday as we 
have more than enough quali- 
ty to beat them. The 4-0 score- 
lbe was not a fair reflection of 
the match, on another day the 
ball would have gone in for us. 

“I think it helps playing 
them again so quickly and the 1 
good dung about the 4-0 loss is 
that everybody now expects 
Celtic to win easily - especial- 
ly their own support That will 
put more pressure on Celtic.” 

Djkstra ooDceded he was un- 
happy with his own oontrBmtion 
last wedc at Paxkhead, but refuses 
to let his spirits drop. “I was not 
toopleased with the second goal 
that I let in. I should have held 
the baiL Even afro: fumbling it 
I would usually have got to the 
second baffbttt it bounced off my 

knee and Henrik Larsson 
pounced. Overall this season, 
however, I am very happy with 
nty form, my performances have 
pleased me,” he said. 



r 




Manchester United’s Teddy Sherfrigham (left) celebrates his goal against Kosice with 
David Beckham at Old Trafferd on Thursday night Photograph: Rui Vieira/PA 


United’s position of strength 


Manchester United can 
establish themselves as 
the team to beat in 
Europe. Martin Upton 
reports. 


Having achieved virtual per- 
fection in Europe, Manchester 
United can turn their minds to 
producing something similar 
in the Premiership over the 
next four months before the 
Champions’ Cup returns to dis- 
tract them. 

Thursday's effortless dis- 
missal of Kosice should have 
cleared away any doubts anyone 
could have had over the quali- 
ty of the squad Alex Ferguson 
now has at his command. The 
only question mark lingers over 
their ability to tale chances; they 
missed a hatful on Thursday. 

United can go to Tbrin for 


their final Group B match in 12 
days’ time with their quarter- 
final place secure but two tar- 
gets in sight: they can establish 
themselves as the team to beat 
in Europe and end the challenge 
of the Champions’ League's 
strongest nation. Italian sides - 
Milan or Juventus - have ap- 
peared in all five finals since the 
European Cup emerged re- 
born in 1992, each winning 
once. Now, Parma’s hopes hang 
by the thinnest of threads after 
being held at home by Sparta 
Prague, and United can put an 
end to Juve’s campaign by deny- 
ing them in TUrin. 

Even if United were to lose, 
Juve could go out. A draw be- 
tween Monaco and Bayer Lev- 
erkusen in Group F would send 
them both through and wins in 
Groap D for Real Madrid and 
Rosenborg - at home to Porto 
and at Olympiakos, respective- 


ly -would do likewise for them, 
knocking Juve out irrespective 
of the result in Thrin. Along with 
United, Germany’s Bayern Mu- 
nich and Borussia Dortmund, 
and the Ukraine’s Dynamo Kiev 
are already sure of their places. 

Ferguson admits the turn of 
events this week -set in motion 
by Feyenocrrd’s win over Juve - 
bas forced him to reassess the 
dangers to his team, “ft’s diffi- 
cult to say who the main threats 
to us are now,” he said. There 
have been some shocks. It looks 
as if PSV could be oat, too, and 
there could stflJ be some more.** 

One thing that Ferguson 
ttunks has made aU the difference 
for his side this season is confi- 
dence. “Last year wc had the 
comfort of knowing we could fin- 
isb second in the group and still 
qualify. But this time we felt we 
had to be first. We've done that, 
and 1 think we’ve deserved it.” 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


Miller aiming to prove a point 


Alan MQler, West Bromwich Al- 
bion's man of the moment, wQl 
run out at the Riverside Stadi- 
um today with a point to prove 
to Middlesbrough’s manager, 
Bryan Robson. 

Miller insists the game is not 
a grudge match against the club 
which sold him to Albion for a 
bargain £400,000 in March, but 
admits he was deeply disap- 
pointed with the way his career 
on Teesside turned out. 

The London-born goal- 
keeper made an Immediate im- 
pact as a key part of the 
Middlesbrough side which pow- 
ered to the First Division title 
in 1995, but he lost his place in 
the team once they had moved 
into the Premiership. 

He was then allowed to go 
to Albion, first on loan and then 
in a £400,000 move. That has 


proved to be a master stroke by 
Ray Harford, with Miller pro- 
ducing 14 clean sheets in 32' 

guinea. 

Miller said: “i was desper- 
ately disappointed after work- 
ing hard and ga in i n g 
promotion. That was the high- 
light of my career. But not get- 
ting a run of games after that 
was upsetting because without 
that you can' t get your form to- 
gether. If I am honest about 
things, that period made me find 
things out about myself. It was 
good for my attitude to train- 
ing and to football in generaL 

“At Middlesbrough, the 
highs were hi gh and the lows 
were very low. I couldn't real- 
ly understand some of the 
thin gs that we at on there. I t hi n k 
the manager was under a lot of 
pressure to cut wages.” 


Jaime Moreno may have to 
wart for he chance to impress in 
his second spell at Middles- 
brough. The Bolivian interna- 
tional striker is keen to help 
Boro’s push for promotion after 
returning to the Riverside after 
a spell with Washington DC 
Utd, but Robson feds he may 
not yet be ready. 

Craig Hignett has not bro- 
ken his collar bone as was first 
feared but he has strained ten- 
dons in his shoulder and will 
miss the game with West 
Bromwich- Anthony Ormerod 
will replace Hignett. 

Dairen Wiliams has recov- 
ered from a head wound to re-. 
lain his place in an unchanged 
Sunderland side for the home 
game against Tranmere. 
Mjcbael Gray has also recov- 
ered from a groin injury. 


Huddersfield's leading scor- 
er, Marcus Stewart, returns af- 
ter hamstring trouble to form a 
£2m partnership with WiyneAl- 
5son for the first time when Bury 
visit the McAlpine Stadium. 

The Birmingham Gty mid- 
fielder Martin Grainger starts a 
three-game ban and will miss the 

heme match against Portsmouth. 
The central defender Darren 
Wassail will have a late fitness 
check on his ankle injury. 

The Portsmouth striker 
Mathias Svensson is expected to 
make his first appearance in two 
months and the Jamaican in- 
ternationals Paul Hall and 
Fitzroy Simpson return. Terry 
Fenwick’s side will be without 
their Australians, Craig Foster, 
John Aloisi and Robbie Enes, 
who are needed for the World 
Cup qualifier against Iran. 


Superior Stockport relish 
fallen neighbours’ visit 


Stockport play Manchester City 
in the league for the first time 
in 87 years today and wfll rel- 
ish their superior position as 
they go into the game. 

While County lie seventh in 
the First Division, their mighty 
neighbours from seven trifles up 
the A6 are 20th and struggling. 

The ex-City contingent at 
Edgeley Park, including the. 
manager, Gary Megson, and 
goalkeeper, Eric Nixon, who 
both had spells at Maine Road 
in better days, intend to make 
the most of the encounter. 

“1 followed City as a lad and 
then played fox’ them,” Nixon 
said “Obviously I’ve got a soft 
spot for them but make no mis- 
take, 111 be doing all I can to 
keep a clean sheet.” 


Megson, who said he always 
thought City fens believed he 
lacked the skill to play for their 
team, is no less determined 

“City are a huge club with 
huge support and they’re only 
just up the road,” be said. “But 
I’ve got no real interest in 
them. To tell you Ihe truth. I'm 
only interested in what Stock- 
port are doing.” 

County, expect to name the 
side that won at Crewe last 
week, with Sean Connelly hav- 
ing fully recovered from a back 
injury. 

Rank Clark, the City manag- 
er, said: “We are going there in 
good heart after our last two 
game; [a win and a draw]. We 
know this wifl be a tough one, we 
are under no illusions about that.” 
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SIDEL INES 

When Trautmann 
joined County set 


In the space of three years TH E 

in the mid-1960s. Stock- f-w'J FX~FLLES 

portCounty finished last m £A r£LL 

the League and Manches- - 

5££52&s*i«= 

life at theftfot of theRnrtb Dnnston ^^ S J fceep . 

manager. Curiously, T»utmann K Ogley. 

era to serve both chibs, including Barry 

Ken Mnlheani (of a^ title— 

SiddaU, Paul Cooper and current County cusiouum 

N lEckport also have a tradition of appointing 

ere asmaoager. Gary Megson * ^ 

ingfrumDarid Ashworth in the 1920s. through Bob Man M 

Sore the war and Jimmy Meadows n 
County!” era ’frautmann helped to launch, to Mike 
merbee and Asa Hartford in recent times. _ 

Stuart Lee and Bifl Williams made scant impact onsfo^- 
ping up from Edgeley Park to Maine Road, 

!y* birtoric role has been to take City's surplus stock, hke 
fespleodidly named Albert Emptage, David Sbawcros^ 


IheMeodidly named Albert Emptage, umo 
Ade Mike, or veterans such as Alex Herd and Roy Clark ■ 
Herd, who partnered his son David (later of Manchester Unit- 
ed) in County’s attack, was part of City’s first championship 
team in 1937. Typically, they went down a year later. 




Ten things 
that 
Derby 
County's 
Estonian 
Mart Poom 
might be 
missing 
today 



I Cleaner, Singer Vinger, 
Metro Luminal and Roov- 
el Oobik. Not erotically 
named imports to the Es- 
tonian league, but top 
Baltic pop bands. 

' 2 Ytijandi’s Drama 
Theatre, traditionally a 
veoue for light farces and 
comedy but becoming 
more serious these days. 
Not unlike Pride Park. 

3 Cabbage, cabbage and 
more cabbage. With cab- 
bage. Cabbage for afters. 

4 The Konemia Land- 
scape Reserve, tantalis- 
ing^ advertised as: “Viigin 
bogs and forests. Lady’s 
slipper is a rarity here.” 


5 The plethora of wines, 
vodkas and other spirits 
the tourist board have ob- 
viously been enjoying. 

6 Sixth century towns of 
unrivalled beauty. 

.7 Twentieth century towns 
of unrivalled • concrete 
content. . .. ;. ... ; 

8 Wrestling.' 

9 Being idle. One of the 
country’s main selling 
points according to the 
tourist board, alongside 
golf and fishing, is “com- 
plete idleness.” 

10 Being occupied. By the . 
Swedes, the Danes, the 
Russians, the Germans, 
the Russians again.- 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No II: COLO COLO 


Happily, the most famous club in Chilean football were not 
an early sponsorship target by a soft-drinks company. Colo 
Colo were founded in 1925 by five angry members of the 
Magallanes team, who disagreed over the choice of a new 
captain and went off to form their own dub. When it came 
to finding a name, the rebels decided that the local term' 
for a wildcat would be most appropriate. It is not known 
whether every Colo Colo goal is termed a wildcat strike. 


® THIS 
WEEK 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


On 2 December 191 1, Black- ; When Manchester City trav- 
burn Rovers travelled to j el today to Stockport Coun- 
Mancbester to continue ; ty, who are 13 places above 
their challenge for the First j their neighbours in the Fust 
Division title. ; Division, they might like to 

Their opponents that ;. look back on the last season 


day, however, were not their 
main championship rivals, 
top-of-the-tabie Manches- 
ter United, but the other lo- 
cal team, and supposed 


the two clubs were in the 
same division. 

The 1909-10 campaign 
ended with the same margin 
between the two dubs but. 


» » VIIMA J 

walkovers. Manchester City. ; while Stockport finished 
A walkover it was not. j 13th City won the title. City 
Despite being under the ; won both matches' against 
stewardship of captain “Cu*- ; their local rivals 2-1. 
lured” Bob Crompton, an ; The First Division that 
England full-back in the ; year looked very similar to to- 
Graeme Le Saox mould, ! day’s Premiership, with a top 
Blackburn lost 3-0, and even : five ofAston Villa, Liverpool 
suffered the indignity of a ; Blackburn, Newcastle, and 
Crompton own goal. ; Manchester United. 

n the same day, Man- : Football in the south was 
Chester United beat New- ; struggling to make an impact 
castle 3-2, but ultimately it j tbeiUn the top- two divisions 
mattered not for Rovers. ; there were only six- dubs 
They went on to win the First , from south of Birmingham: 
Division tide that season i Tottenham, Bristol City, 
lor the first time, with both ; Woolwich AraenaL Chelsea, 
United and City well behind. Fulham and Clapton Orient 
I.HIS WEEK'S TRANSFE RS 

fes}; Gobi Mi Mgfandi 
to Northampton 
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Bosnich may 

have to be at 
his best for 

Australia 


Today Australia or Iran 
will become the 32 nd 
and last qualifiers for the 
World Cup finals in 
| France next year. For 
Terry Venables' 
Soccmos, much will 
depend on a goalkeeper 
who, when he was a 
youngster, wanted to be 
a Test cricketer. 

Richard YaBop reports from 
Melbourne. 


When the 12-year-old Mark 
Bosnich was setting batting 
records for his junior cricket 
club in Sydney, his dream of 
playing at the Melbourne Crick- 
et Ground involved wearing 
the baggy green cap of the 
% Australian Tfest cricketer, not the 

goalkeeper’s jersey. 

Perhaps that explained why, 
in the middle of the Australian 
team’s training yesterday for to- 
day’s crucial World Cup quali- 
fier against Iran, the brilliant but 
idiosyncratic Bosnich started 
turning over his arm and bowl- 
ing, as though he was dreaming 
of catching England on a green 
wicket 

At Bomicb’s old cricket dub, 
they remember bow he helped 
to put on 201 for the first wick- 
et in one match, and how be was 
a diving slip fielder with safe 
hands. But, in the same year he 
was starring for his junior crick- 
et team, he went for a coaching 
jk, dime at Sydney Marconi foot- 
ball dub, encouraged by his fa- 
ther, who had emigrated from 
what is now Croatia. 

The Marconi goalkeeping 
coach was Ron Cony, who is 
now on the coaching staff of the ' 
Australian team, and he saw a 
natural in Bosnich. He was big, 
confident, and had everything 
needed by a goalkeeper - agili- 
ty, reflexes, courage, and, most 
of all, determination. 

Within a year, Bosnich had 
set himself the goal of becom- 
ing a goalkeeper in the English 


Premier League, and in 1988, at 

16, he risked everything by leav- 
ing Sydney and flying to England 
for a trial with Manchester 
United. He persisted through 
the cold English winters, and all 
the difficulties posed by the 
fact that he had a student’s visa, 
and so could only play for Unit- 
ed as an amateur. 

After playing for Australia in 
the World Youth Championship 
in 1991, and being voted the best 
goalkeeper in the tournament, 
he returned to England to find 
he had been given seven days’ 
notice to leave the conntiy, be- 
cause he had no work permit. 

Bosnich remained utterly 
determined to moke it in Eng- 
land and, after a spell with one 
of the Sydney dubs, he was fi- 
nally offered his chance with As- 
ton VDia in 1992. He established 
himself in the first team, and 
won a poll in one En glish mag, 
azine as the League’s best goal- 
keeper in 1994. 

With most of hi5 English 
goals realised, the 25-year-old 
Bosnich today tackles another 
of his goals, providing the foun- 
dation to Australia’s p us h under 
Ibny Venables to reach its first 
World Cup finals since 1974. 

While the Australian team 
has other talents, such as Har- 
ry Kewell, the 19-year-oJd 
Leeds United striker who 
scored in last weekend's 1-1 
draw in the first leg in Tfehran, 
and Mark Viduka, the Croatia 
Zagreb striker, together with all- 
round skill and experience, 
much wOJ depend on the con- 
fidence that spreads forward 
from Bosnich in goal. 

The general view of last Sat- 
urday’s first leg was that Aus- 
tralia had been fortunate to 
escape from Tehran with a 2-1 
draw. Venables’ disputes that, 
saying the Australians held up 
well against a skflftxl Iranian side 
in an intimidating atmosphere. 

Certainly there is room for 
Australian improvement, as 
only Bosnich and Kewell hn- 
pressed in Tehran, aod Venables 
is confident that the side will 
play better on the flat, green 



Aston Villa's Mark Bosnich (right) trains with Josip Skok in 
World Cup qualifying play-off 


preparation for today’s 

Photograph: Reuter 


MCG pitch than it did in the 
patchy, bumpy Azadi Stadium. 

The only change Venables 
has made is to replace IbnyVid- 
mar, one of the flank payers, 
with Stan Lazaridis, of West 
Ham, who helped lift thelran- 
ian siege when he came on late 
in Iran. The key to the match 
is whether Australia, buoyed by 
an 80,000-plus crowd, will lift 
themselves collectively and re- 
produce the attacking form 
which had brought them 12 suc- 
cessive wins under Venables 
up until Tbhran. 


teenage Bosnich gave np crick- 
et and decided to opt for a ca- 
reer in goaL 

• Tbda/s match will be tele- 
vised live (9.15am GMT kick- 


There is an Australian ex- 
pectation of victory, but Iran 
showed in the first leg that 
Iheycan play good football The 
Iranfans will be strengthened by 

Ihe^ return of Karim Bagheri, off) by Eurosport, who will 
their mhUeadal German -based repeat the game m full at 2pm. 
midfield player, who missed 
the Tehran game because of sus- 
pension. 

With Iran’s other two Ger- 
man-based players, Khodadad 
Azizi and AH Daei, who proved 
so dangerous in Tehran, lurking 
in front of Bagheri, the Aus- 
tralians will be grateful that the 


Milutinovic sacked 
despite success 


MEXICO 

Mexico's coach. Bora MHu- 
tinovic, was sacked tb&week 
- just three weeks after he 
took his team to next year's 
World Cup finals in France. 

His dismissal follows three 
weak performances by the 
Mexican team against oppo- 
sition not considered top 
class, which brought wide- 
spread calls for him to go. 

Juan Jose Leano. the 
chairman of the Mexican 
Football Federation, said the 
decision was taken unani- 
mously by its national coun- 
cil after Milutinovic had 
submitted his report on the 
team's performances in the 
World Cup qualifiers. 

MOutinovk: took charge of 
the national squad in Octo- 
ber 1995, having coached the 
United States and Costa Rka 
as well as Mexican dub sides. 
Mexico's players were jeered 
off the pitch after sealing their 
VAjrld Cup finals place in less 
then flamboyant style against 
a 10-man United States side 
on 2 November - a game that 
ended goalless. 

Thai substandard display 
was followed by others against 
Costa Rica and Jamaica. 
However, MHotmovic’s sup- 
porters pointed to the fact that 
under his leadership Mexico 
won 23 out of 46 games and 
suffered only nine defeats. 
They said be was being made 
a scapegoat for the players’ 
poor performances. 

The new man in charge is 
Manuel Lapuente, the coach 
of the Mexico City-based 
dub, Necaxa. He returns for 
a second spell, having been 
fired from the post in 2992. 

GREECE 



FOOTBALL 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF 


Claims have been made in the 
the Greek parliament that 
matches hams been rigged in 
tbe national league, winch has 
led to numerous recent out- 
breaks of violence. 

“It is common belief 
among supporters that the 
championship and the team 


claimed that violence was a 
frequent occurrence during 
rigged games. A government 
spokesman, Dimitris Rep- 
pas, has dismiss ed the alle- 
gations. 

Suppoprteis clashed in 
three games last weekend At 
Ionikos, where Oiympiakos 
won 1-0, angry fans stormed 
the pitch, dashing with play- 
ers and police. Live tdeviaon 
pictures showed fans punch- 
ing ptayers in the face and hit- 
ting them with iron bars. 

ARGENTINA 

Argentina's coach, Daniel 
Passarella, known as a strict 
disciplinarian, caused a sur- 
prise this week when he said 
the team's players could have 
sex with their wives du r i ng 
next year’s World Cap. 

Passarella, who has 
banned the wearing of ear- 
rings and refuses to pick 
long-haired players, said the 
only condition was that sex 
did not take place in the 
team hotcL 

“We will impose some 
limits and, of course, we win 
not permit it in the team’s ho- 
tel, but there wfll be no ob- 
jections if they rent a house 
or look for somewhere else to 
do it,” he said. “I believe it 
wfll fae’liealtlty.’’ 


Major weekend 
football fixtures 
and pools check 

3.Q union stood 

TODAY 

FACtffingbmianMp 

1 amateyv Leeds 

2 

3 

4 

5 
S 
7 
I 


Bonon vWWjtedon- 
iv Deity. 


Coventry v Lateaster 
Crystal Pataca v Newcastle - 

Everton v Tottenham 

Southampton v Staff Wad..- 
West Ham v Aston Via 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 HMidngwm v Portsmouth — 

10 Bradford City v Norwich 

11 Huddersfield v Bury 

12 Ipswich v Nottn Forest 

13 Wddtesbro v Wfest Bran 

14 Oxford Utdv Port Wto 

15 Sheffield Utd vOwre 

is Stockport v Man Oty 

17 Stoke v Rawing. 


18 Sistderiand v Tianmere — 
is waves vQPR — 


Second Division 

20 Dentford v Wwtwm 

21 Bristol RowrevIMMfl — 

22 Bunteyv Northampton 

23 Carferia v Bristol City 

24 Chesterfield v Southend— 

25 GBngham v Otushy 

26 Plymouth v Oldham, 

27 Preston v Fufoam 

28 Mtafoal v Bbckpod 

29 Watford v Wigan. 



30 Wycombe v Boumamouth 

31 York v Luton 


Third Division 
32 Barnet v DarfingforL. 


33 Cambridge v Hartlepool... 

34 Cartfiffv Scarborough — 

35 Chaster v Exeter 

38 Hid v Doncaster. 


37 Uncoin v MacdesflaU 

SB Mansfield v Layton Orient - 
30 Notts Co v Peterborough _ 

- Rochdale v Torquay 

- Rotherham v Cotchoster — 

- Scunthorpe v Brighton 

- Shrewsbury v Swansea — 

BeJIk Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 H b ir to n v Manama 

41 Rangers v St Johnstone 

- Kftnamoch v Du n hMiift to — 

First Division 

42 Airdrie v String Afoion 

43 Morton v Parbck 

44 Handtonv Dundee 

45 RoRh v Ayr 

46 StMkran v RaKrk. 


Second Division 
47 Bred* v Clyde 


48 tnwmeta v Quean of South-. 

49 LMngston v East Rfe ~ — 

- Stenhousamdv Clydebank— 

- Stranraer v Forfar 

Third Division 

- Aloa v Albion 


- Berwick v Reas Couity 

- Cowdenbeath v Queento Park 

- Dun barton v Arbroath 

- Montrose v East Stirtog 

Tomorrow 

FA Carling Premiership 

Arsenal v Liverpool (40} 

Manchester Utd v Blackburn 

Scottish Coca-Cola Cup 

hw* 

Cattle v Dundee Urttod 

(stlbrcu Stadium. G togoti) 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 
3L0 unless stated 
Football 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: FWTfcOf- 
ough v Kidderminster Gateshead v Ybovi; 
Hereford V Dow: Kettering vSanrage; Leak 
v CheBanharm Northwlch v WMn® ftahdan 
ft Diamonds v I 

I 

vHsttut 

FAUMBROTROPHYUMrooKll 
v Runcorn; i 

. utd: 1 

Cirencester. L_ _ 
v Boston Did; Serirhamsted v Safebury; BM- 
toricxM v AkJerahot; Bradford Park Avwwe v 
Leigh FM; Bromley v Puflaet: BromagrovB 
V V&tamp: Chnsham v Sutton Utd; Ctety v 
Margate; Dorchester v YttJrtHng; Gehatmr- 
ougnvBanber Bridge; Great Harwood v Wft- 
too Afoion; Halesowen v Bulon Afoion; 

town v ByOr. Harrow Baroudi v 
Bath; Hastings v Hoybridg* H2fohir v Boro- 
Ham Wood; KfogH Lynn v Chetmataid; Ma- 
rta v QmttwK Marfa* v Mated: Merthyr 
vCarnbrid^iCihr.NunareanvAI&1ncrani;9- 
Ungboume v AUngcfon town: SoBiiJ v Bn- 

toy; St Afoera v Bfchotrtt Stortford; tomwortJl 
vLanoaMw; Wisbech v Raunda; Itadtog v 
St Leonards. 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier DMafon: Gw- 
BhaltDn v Hendon; EnfleirJ v Gravesend * 
Northfleat; Ktegacrtan vDagortiarri 8>fted- 
i Fleet Draatt Barton v 


W9«TONLEA0 KENT LEAGUE Rat H- 
vMwg Canterbury v Greenwich Borough; 
Chaham v Heme flay: CorlraftiBn v Deal; Cffly 
v Shappey; Croctwnhfl v FoNanona tovfora; 
Bith v Themosmead: Faversham v Becton- 
hem; Ramsgate v Hythe; Stada Grean v 
Lordswod; uabridgo WWb v Sunday Fur- 
nese; WNBtsMsvv&X 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rret 
P Mak e m tosaodav We Oak; Peaceharen 
ft IMscombe v Bumsa Fft Ponftoid v Satt- 
daaroWhaafnrirvMdUVMvfWdnrTi. 
UHLSPOKT UNI1ED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premfor DMafo n : Boston v Rad; Baune v 
Eynesbury; Kempston v Long Buckby; 
Northannpion Spcncar v Yaxtoy; Patton v 


* 


;MciaoeyvCr 

StalnaBvieytonPBmarbWentfayvBoqn- 
or Ftegb; Wdrfoghem v Croydon SecemiDt- 
vtakm: Bar»®«J v Norttnreod; Bai Wng v 
feorr^j A lufocftam; Bedford v 
nal vWlthem: Carney Wand vTfcwy; Chal- 
lore St Potar v Hun^rfard; Chestart v 
BreMree; Metnmofltan Polca v fid 
Mbattrfme v sfefcw. WVxteor S 
leifitwon; Wtwnhoe v Horatiam. TMr dPW- 
akm: Corinthian Casual* v Croydon fittko- 
lc; Doridng v Clapton: East Thurrock v 
Horndut^Ftackwel Haath v Wtora Ford v 
Whgaia ft Fhchley: Hartow yEpeomSi Bw* 
Hamel Hompemad v Lewea; Hertford vTJfoe: 
KfogAuyvSeiiy: Southaa v Canbertoy. 
liNfflONO LEAGUE Premier DMaksn: Btah- 

mAttoMand v Badcflfe: O^ayv A»^n; 

DivMortao^Stov&tsriwod foSre Rw- 
toy v Lhcoto Utd; Fforton v Ashton; HWhar- 
fiaid v liafford; SfockataMg* PS jrBrortan; 
WHIby v Cor^SKte: WbrWngsst v Wlfttoy Bsv 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premiar DMatoro 
Ashford* Forest Greep;_Gws toy y Crg Mey; 
Wforeenr v Ratfiweft HR8ai»d Dk i M o m Bg- 

BtwnvBtokana*; Batotor'tf Sut lonCo> C«afo; 

! ' 8 S5S!!SSSS^ , «|^ 

AFC; Ctomdon v ■fonOridw 

_ revWl88SV)4uparttoKn*rtv 

Havant v WtotoV.Nrewrfi toW 
Wnriooves v Erthi Bohedara.^ 
SCHEWnxWRKXr LEAGUE PremlarDS- 


tort w wbatton; Sntfoid v Hofoe 
borough v Mrrisos Btackstona 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier OMdote Armthorpe WteKare v HaL 

lam; Brigg * Ecctoehfl; Denefoy w North Far- 

rfo*; OsMtt Afoion * Gtonshoutfnon WHkre: 
Pctortig v Cunton Ashton; Pontefract Cola 
V Oaaotnbwn; Safoy v Ltoarsadoa; Shefflafel 
* Hofleld Mato; Thacktoy vrtJ3nal 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Lymfogten v 
ThUrbam; Aaroaeuctues v Boumamouth; 
BAT V Ctvtafchuth: East Cowes Vka v 
Dowrton; BwHefah v WHtchuch; Gosport 
BcrouflhVfodon; Portsmouth RNvAndcmr; 
Wrrrboma v Bemerton Harth. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Rramlar Of- 
*Wok Ctocton V Ftfnkme Port ft Tbwn; Har- 
wich ft ParkMton v Ely; Newmarket v 
Halstead; Soham v Sudbury Wtandarara; 
Sudbury Tbm v Lowaanft: T^«ee vSury 
Town; WftBtMya-w StowmariM; Woorforldga 
v rtstoa 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Bafctmere St Mfchnefe v Ormrich; 


CHHJENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
Group B: Orei v Rotherh am f!2XI> Group 
C: Sria v Bristol ft2M Group O: Carrforir^jp 
Unhr * Mackhaatfi oq; London ScoWah v 
Bedfcrd (71303. 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE: Lorv 
dor Wolah v Motley (2d Tteo North: hfock- 
r v Aapatrla (2319; Nrewaton v StorahrUge 
V ’Em South: Chaitanham v Barking 
J; Havant v Camberiey (Z3tJ Hantoy v 
uth (2H; North MtaMnm * MetrepcKan 
Pc8oe|3Q. 

SHU TEN NEWTS PREMIERSHP First «- 
vision 0-0): Bovucfrvit V HorkkS FP; Cur- 
rte v Vtfet of Scomnd; Edrburgh Acads v 
Mekoaa; JarHforeat v Wtesortons; Sdrtng 


WOMEN’S WEST Premier: Cohval 
Boumamouh; Exeter w Leominraer; Ertmouh 
vSl AustoC RMtond * ChaMmham; Human 
VtatovYkta 
WObOPS SOUTH Ffcat DhMoK Diiwlch 
w Tuba I* Hendon v Winchester; Horsham 
v Hampstead ft Westmtoaran Makfontnad v 
Southampton; Whcranore Hi v Roadng. 
WOMENS 1RVSPOHTS THREE COUNTIES 
First DMatorK Bracknei v Raadna; City of 
Oxford v Oxford tasks; Famham Common 
' yvVUntWfenay;UBldarhBad 
. towtuyv Oxford Uckr;IMnri- 
Kaynn I; Wycombe Rye v 


.1 Olympic 

v Stratford: Sandwel Borough v Ktogg Nor- 

SXSES 

PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Brora Rarasra v Bucida Thistle; Ctach-. 
rauddfovKaithi Dewarprnrts wRart vntom; 


SMtRNQFFffdSH LEAGUE P remier K vF 
atonr Bahmena w Rprtadgam; ClftonyBa v 
SStoanfSEahe v LWWftC^aderev 
Omruh Tbwn: Gtonavon * Ards. Hrat DM- 
sforeBangorvLame; Cerriek* Ntmry: Dto- 
Dur^annon Swifts; Llrtavady utd v 


Torwry BflJ; ttomswa r 


IngCkfo.V 


bridge; FW 
Ctndar iad ; 


Yryt! I ta? v^^rgfon 

hemtonaMCJ: a*go Rowre v Shamrock 

tpsoj. 


V 

s • t 




y&kwLtakhMvItocoribBjWjafouryvBrifo 

foflforv JV arttn » Heavto W WM fonv *!?!: 

SSSi 

DswfBh. - 

NOHTH war OMINnE&LEAGIJIEiM 
DMakMcAthanon LR * Salford; Butsccug] 

v Alharton CoiariaK Danrnav VaarhdGBk 

Gtoaacro FS£th&5l * Mo tor CM Bow 
itefoa W* Rossandale; ***** g*: 
ar^.Nantwttvath aw. tanca rtaTg*" 
* Btockpoc* Rrmra; RanahoB®" * Pw®2* 

cSwsttagS^ tSSEgSn ««*«“ 

vChaddarfort 

ARNOTT, INSURANCE NOff THgUi 


Rugby Union 

INTERNATIONAL 1MTCHES 
England v South Africa (2J1) 

(Bttototanhamf 

WWee r New ZBatei 

MATO* LondcnCrui- 
UasUnder2i *NawZaateidUndaF2t (n45) 
nrickooiw m). 

TCTLEY-S BITTER COUNTY CHAM PL 
ONSHIP North end Mkflande Laggie 
One: Currbrta v NodftLfora 
WFereW; WhrwWartBv Durham (230) (N 
Sobri. League Ttoo: LeksestereMre v 
oStte S3tot Sfroiit: North Mdlands 

wd vSuaas B3Q (MflatfUfo. LauBfreltiw 




Hsmcrdshtev 



ingtri 


League Three: Hampshire v Kant (2. 
i67Wnoti%LBeBua Ftxa: Devon 
dkjwupa fwWorV; Otfordrito v 
anat IZStfl (atBsobun). 


vL._ 
vSom- 


Lodga; Musaafough v Peebles. Third DM- 
sfon (2JJ): Aberdeen GSFP ir Stawartry; /or 

v Sddric Gtosnow Southern w hOhaadAlor- 

denhB; Qtenrodies v Oottfonlans; Stewerth 
MbMb FP v Qenganouth. 

CLUB HATCHES: Plymouth Afoion v Pen- 
zance £230J; Ptsston Ousshoppars v Kirk- 
by Lonsdale (2B& 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier: Barton! 
Tigers v Beat Grinstaed {££}; B ee a ton v 
Hourafow (t3tp; Cannock » Gddfcnd (t2£J; 
Doncaster v Canterbury (UA; Southgate v 
OU Loughtorfons B &: Tbdttogton vRaad- 
hg (Reotfil SchoaTOxrfijrt, ZQJ. First Di- 
vision: BrooMandavGInt raster Cfty (2b}; 
Chskntriord v St Albans Havant v 

Bocrvfc (MS); Hulv Oxford Hawks (120); 
Indsn Gymkhena v ShefMd ft30}: bca v 
Students Lewes v 

. _ „ Oxford 

urev v Harlestan Magpies 
v Sfoeharts (ISO}; Siraton r _ 

W h nfog iB n v amnley ( 130}. 

DTZ MIDLAND Promfor BfoesomMd v 
- North Notts; Coventry ft North Vtonvfck v 
Hamptm4>Ardan; Eriffoeaion vHarboma; 
Khatea w: Northampton Sakax; North 
Stafford vBtotwteh; Notftig ha n v Otfon ft 
West Warwick. 

ESL SOUTH Premier: Beckenham v OU 
WNtgWane; Bounsmadh vCNchostarCtty 

of fYvtemouth v Eastcote; FerehamvAn- 
d tutor a; Gars Court v Heme Bay; Ram- 
gartNa v Mekterfoeed; Rkfmond v Putey. 
TiKtfsma v HSgh Wycombe; Umbridga Wbu 
vVrerbtodan; Wfochester vMttng. 
ADNAMS EAST Premier: EfohOpbSfortfotd 
v Luton Town; Cambridge Unlv v Ipswich; 
Ctactoriv Ctfoheaa^CroBtyxvCembrfcfoB 
City. Sudtary v PatertmutfL 
NORTH PREHBIRrst DMafon: Bart Rhy- ■ 
ddng v Chasten Durtrem LMv v GhattMd; 
Nested v Tkrneflay; Norton v Harragata; 
Southport v Wigan; Swatoel v FormBy. 
WEST OF SiGLANO ft SOUTH WALES 
Premier Bristol Unfit vCheltoitoam; RoUn- 
sonavSwanseartountonVaiBvBaihBuo- 
caneets; WBstcxvaupsr-Mara v Enter UWv; 
WWfchuren v Cfovedon. 

WOMarS NADONAL LEAGUE Prandar 
Often Scottish LRa v Sutton CoUIMd 
ftZ3ffl; Doncaster v Ipnrich (t2jD): StauNi 
v HWitown fefl); Troians v Otton tor- 
request (130. Fire! DMatoro Canterbury v 
Loughborough Studante (1219; Leicester v 
Bradford Owflhatfoank (1230); Sundartand 
Battens vCheknatord HUmrey (tMg; . 
Wbifoiedonv Bracknel (120. Second DL 

v Sherwood (I23Q; Od UxjgtrortoravvWK- 

fog Swfitt (LQFwmI Whnay v Eafog (124 
ROYAL ALFAISEL WOMENS MIDLAND 
Premier: Bafoer v Crimson Rambtara; 
HrenstonJn-Aidan v Ptckwick; Leicester v 
Ksttortog; North Staffe v Luton. 

WOMEN'S EAST SUPER LEAGUE- Pre- 
ndan Aahtort v l|»wWn BurySi 
y VWwyn G8KIW CBy; Harteston Magpies 
« Dereham: St Atoms vSewnoaks^ 
WOMEN’S NORTH Ptwrian Chaster v 

>bric Leytend Motors vShettofotUvarpOfll 
Sedan v Btackbun; Wcton v W&rtofltor 
Park. 


Basketball 

MEN'S EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
SeniMfnal roun± Entfand v Spain (730) (bf 
Plymouth PavOorm). 

NATIONAL LEA G UE MenTa Hrat Dtvtolom 
CenMf vlid Sussex (B£» 

Ice hockey 
SUPBftEAGtE: Nottingham i 
(70): Bracknel v Ayr (atj. 

Other sports 

BOXING: Rm tesataeU Fformoticn (Norwich 
Sports Wags). 

SNOOKER: UK Chanpronsrijp (Preston). 
TENNIS: Euopean Wometto Them Cham- 
pfoneNp (Redbridge) 

TOMORROW 

Football 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IR& 
LAND Prouder Division: Cortt City v KMan- 
LJntvaralty (toaege OuHn v 

Rugby Union 

MTERNATIONAL MATCH: IretendvCans- 
ds (145) (M Lansdnuno Rood). 

TOUR MATOfc Saracana v tonga. 
TETLEY'S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHP South LaeguaTteo: Dorset ft Wte 
v Qbuceotershre (£30) (at Bournemouth). 
League Three; Surrey v BucMnghamEhke 
(UQ faf fobor Court}. 

CtBJENHAM AND GLOUCeSTGR CIR> 
Group A: Wret Harthpool v Pykte (30). 
WHSH NATIONAL LEAraiEHret MvWtm: 
_ ivNoi«brk^je(3t9;MBrtfiyrvDia>- 
P30). 

Hockey 

BrIA HENS CUP RMi round: Bnlod 

v Raadfog taqp; 

Cannock v oil 

i.vHoundow 


Bonymawit 
vent (230) 


ss 


Old 


rvtanp- 
Stoupan 
Spte*g(t3 ok 


EHAWDMBTS CUP Fourth round: Bmcfc- 
nel v EpBomjnm: Breedond Swtthenbark v 
Sfouph (2.l6); Chotnatofd HXynrey v 
Soutfampton (Uft; OMBbay^toya v Trojans 


undmv^faMwtar v Harp- 
toT ^rjtfjT Ipsrichv - ' 


tear. «ogi 

borough St 

ffi^SOton 


; talattun Magpies vDoeham 


Students v Crimson 
S2Ct;lXton torraquaat v tounton \Me CjO; 

PoynKn v Chorrmood (130); Surixry vWb*- 

tto (U9: Sutton Coldaeid v Swindon (230); 
VWNttayBiyvCSttnn Scottish Lite ftU9:Wfok- 
. tog Swtfs v Wtobladan (ISO). 
oner MATCH: wesrwstney vStetonbasch 
Unhtondiy (tU| 

Ice hockey 

- SUPER LEAGUE: ShaMeU v Newcastle 
(330); CarOH v Brackncd (BO) 

THE BCPRE8S CUP: Manchester v Ngt- 
ttoghampp); Battogatolw Bkran vAyrJSD) 


Other sports 
SNOCHCSt UK Champtanohip (Preatop). 
TENNIS: Europaaii Mfomanfa Tbam Cham- 
ptorertp (Ftedbridga). 


Beyond commitment. Beyond skill. Beyond ruptured 
sinew and tom tendon. Beyond rain sharper than 
scalpels and hearts of oak, snapped and splintered. 
Beyond half time keel-haulings and crushed egos. 

Beyond belief 

There is France. 

FIFA-Road to World Cup 9B. The only goal is to qualify. 


FIFA 

RQADTOWOPin CUP 
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Leonhardsen eager to battle as Liverpool go for broke 


Liverpool play Arsenal 
tomorrow and 
Manchester United next 
Saturday in a make or 
break week for their title 
challenge. 

Can they change from 
being infuriatingly fickle 
to consistent match 
winners? A fully 
committed Oyvind 
Leonhardsen is in no 
doubt. 


So much for the Spice Bays im- 
age. The Liverpool players had 
been given the day off, the 
weather was dank and uninvit- 
ing, but Metwood was packed 
instead of isolated. Steve 
McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler practised shooting, 
Jamie Redknapp was alone 
flicking the ball from foot to 
foot creating cirdcs of precision 
in the misty air. 

In the distance two figures 
shot repeatedly against a wood- 
en waH One, Bjorn Kvarme, was 
tall, every inch a professional 
footballer, but the other had a 
smaller, almost boyish, physique. 
He could have been a teenager, 
ins mind seeing WfemWey or An- 
field instead of darkened timber. 
Over and over again, left foot, 
rigtaL foot, volley, chip. 

Every boy with a shred of 
football ambition bas been 
there and Oyvind Leonhardsen 
certainly had. ‘'Just like when 1 
was a kid," he said, smBing at 
the memory. A Norwegian kid 
whose television heroes in those 
days wore the red shirt he now 
bears. Maybe Kenny Dalglish 
also drilled against Mehvood’s 
wooden walls. Leonhardsen 
would hope so. 

It is a big season for a mid- 
field player whose build and 
willingness to work reminds 
the Kop of a latter day left-sided 
Ray Houghton. It began with a 
£3 .5m move from Wimbledon 
and will c ulmina te in the Worid 
Cup finals, a season that, in 
League terms, will probably 
hinge on the next seven days. 

Liverpool, the great enigmas 
of the Premiership, face Arse- 
nal tomorrow at Highbury and 
Manchester United next Sat- 
urday at Anfield knowing that 
successive defeats will make 
the runners-up spot and the 
Champions' League an unlike- 
ly carrot never mind the ulti- 
mate domestic prize. 

No one has a due whether 
they will succeed. Roy Evans no 
more than the rest of us. Brilliant 
or awful, deadly or profligate, tbe 
team slip from one to the other 
without a join. There have been 
some glorious performances 
since Evans became manager in 
January 1994, but there have 
been achingly frustrating ones, 
too, the most stark in the mem- 
ory being Strasbourg away and 
Barnsley at home. 

The next seven days could 
undo a lot of the damage in the 
Premiership and the players 



know it. Which is why they for- 
sook their day of leisure to go 
to the training ground at Mel- 
wood. Nefl Ruddock, Mark 
Wright, Rob Jones, Jason McA- 
teer all sweating when they 
could have been in bed. Who 
says they do not care? 

“We do care," Leonhardsen 
sard. ‘The fact we're here shows 
everyone is hying. Consistency 
has been a problem for years 
now, and if we knew why we'd 
probably be champions. All 
you can do is work as hard as 
you can and try to get it righ t. 
It hasn’t happened yet but we’re 
training even on our days off to 
be the best. 

“I’ve been doing ball work, 
developing skills. Even at 30 
years old you can still learn 
things if you’re prepared to try." 

Perhaps if Leonhardsen, 27, 
had been fit at the start of the 
season, Liverpool would not 
have made such a lethargic 
start Eager, energetic, he was 
at the vanguard of a Norwegian 
invasion of the Premiership 
when he arrived at Wimbledon 
for £600,000 in December 1994 
after helping Rosenborg to a 
third successive Norwegian title. 

For two and-a-half years he 
personified the Wimbledon 
craft-with-graft ethos, an uncut 
jewel among many polished in 
south London. He is, Joe Kin- 


BY GUY 
HODGSON 


near, agrees: “One of the best 
players I've ever signed.” 

Rob Jones, Liverpool's right- 
back. has played with and 
against him. “He never stops 
running," he said. “He’s a busy 
player and he’s hard to mark be- 
cause he’s here and there, mov- 
ing all the time. Unless you’re 
careful he’ll gets into positions 
you don’t expect and, for a mid- 
fielder, he scores a lot of goals. 
A team need a player who will 
sit in midfield and another who 
goes and he does that for us.” 

f Oral ieasr he; has since he r 
shook off a hamstring strain - 
“the longest injury I've ever 
had" - to make his Premiership 
debut for the dub of his boy- 
hood heart, scoring against 
Derby on 25 October. Things 
would be promising if only Liv- 
erpool could lose the capadty 
to shoot themselves in the foot 

“It’s always difficult away in 
Europe, but when we saw Stras- 
bourg at home we couldn’t be- 
lieve we bad lost 3-0 to them in 
France," Leonhardsen said. 
“We were a bit unlucky that 
night, but that’s easy to say af- 
terwards." 

And Barnsley? “We just 
can't afford to lose at home to 
teams like them,” he replied. 
“We’ve made it very difficult for 
ourselves. If we’d won that 
match we’d have been right up 
behind the leaders. Vfc’d have 
been loo king good going into 


Sunday’s match. Now ifs hard* 
TRvo big games and we need at 
least four points from them. 

“We know we’re capable of 

doing it You have tube positive. 
Even against Barnsley we didn't 
play particnlaitywefl but we cre- 
ated a lot of chances. Thaft the 

positive side to 1 the game, we 
could have won. At l ea st we 
know we are seating enough-to 
score even on bad days. Wb have, 
to forget that game and look for- 
ward to Arsenal. " 

In other words, his new side 
are infuriatingly fickle. C riming 
from the overachievers, Wim- 
bledon, to the underachievers 
of Anfield, Leonhardsen sho uld 
be better placed than anyone to 
put his finger on Liverpool’s 

erratic natnre but his answer is 
a familiar one: pressure. 

“The t raining methods are 
not very different, but you don't 
have the pressure at Wimbledon. 
Each week they stay in the Pre- 
miership is an achievement for 
them. When they arc playing big 
dubs like Liverpool, United or 
Arsenal they’re just happy with 
every point they can get It's eas- 
ier befog the underdog. 

“Here we know we have to 
win every game and it’s ahdg dif- 
ference. If Wimbledon lose three 
games in a row it’s not a crisis, 
everyone says Yes, that’s typicaf. 
At Liverpool people would want 
to know whafs wrong. There's 
great expectation, it’s some- 
thing you have to live with. It’s 
one of the reasons I came here." 

There was also the call nf his 
youth in Kristiansund - the 
small Norwegian town where 
Manchester United’s Ole Gun- 
nar Sotskjaer also hails from - 
and watching Liverpool match- 
es on television. “1 always loved 
English football It was so fast 
and exciting and the crowds cre- 
ated a great atmosphere It's 
end to end which I thought 
would suit my style of play." 

Wimbledon thought so, too, 
and now Liverpool where he has 
been given a left-flankrole rather 
than the central midfield one he 
would prefer. “It’s my favourite 
position," he agreed. “Some- 
times I feel I could do more 
there. YaiK 3 n get isolated an the 
wiag'anffTfeel Td do better If I 
began my runs from a more cen- 
tral position. My inclination is to 
cut made rather than out, but Em 
adapting. I feel it's going well 
The competition is so strong here 
I'm happy just to play.” 

“Leo”, as his team-mates call 
him - his Wimbledon nick- 
name was “Rigsby" - left Mel- 
wood to go house hunting. No 
beers, no carousing, no model- 
ling. Vinny Jones, in his infa- 
mous newspaper column once 
described him as “boring”, 
which in professional football 
speak means he is admired for 
his application and ambition. 

“It’s very special to be with 
Liverpool,” he said, “but I want 
to win something. 1 didn’t come 
here just for the sake of it. I be- 
lieve we can. The season is still 
young." The next seven days will 
decide if Liverpool’s is going to 
age prematurely. 


Liverpool's Oyvind Leonhardsen: ‘Consistency has been a problem for years and if we knew why we’d probably be champions’ Photograph: Em pics 


Reluctant caretakers simply cannot clean up 


Poor old Chris Hughton, be 
was even less in demand than 
a Spurs season ticket on Mon- 
day after “his” side had suc- 
cumbed to Crystal Palace 
(apparently, several fans 
nailed tbeir season tickets to 
the dub shop wall after the 
game; having drowned their 
sorrows they returned to find 
someone had nicked the nails 
but left the tickets). 

The Spurs caretaker man- 
ager arrived belatedly at the 
post-match press conference 
to find only the tea ladies left 
to hear what he had to say, 
which couldn’t have been 
much since be was only in the 
job 24 hours. 

Caretaker managers are 
invariably thrust reluctantly 
under the spotlight - Tony 
Parfces, for example, looks as 
though saying boo to a goose 
would be beyond him - and 
Hughton, a capable full-back 
in his day but never one to 
court tbe limelight, resembled 
a rabbit caught in headlights 
when quizzed beforehand 
about his team selection. 

There was a sense of ddjtl 
vu about the whole affair since 
it was exactly three years ago 
that the former Spurs de- 
fender Steve Perryman was 
given one game in charge to 
stake his daira on the post va- 
cated by Ossie Ardiles. 


In the event. Spurs lost 2-0 
and a disillusioned Perryman 
left to coach in Norway. But 
who'd be a caretaker manag- 
er anyway. It’s got to be the 
most undesirable job in. foot- 
ball because tefs fare it, a care- 
taker manager is onto a loser 
whichever way up you look at 
1l Win -and it is down to the 
players; he'd inherited a de- 
cent enough team anyway. 
Lose - and he obviously wasn’t 
up to the job in the first place. 

Not that either scenario 
bothered caretaker manager 
extraordinaire Parkes. He 
took charge at Blackburn af- 
ter Ray Harford's resignation 
last October with Rovers rock 
bottom and without a Pre- 
miership win. By May, they 
were a creditable 13th having 
lost just eight games. Had 
Parkes been up for die job he'd 
have had a good case. 

But he wasn’t; he’d made 
that clear from the outset, un- 
like John Hollins who has tak- 
en every possible opportunity 
to broadcast his desire for the 
vacant manager’s seat at 
Queen's Park Rangers, which 
he’s currently keeping warm. 

Unfortunately for Hollins, 
QPR have been linked with 
every unattached manager go- 
ing (as well as plenty of at- 
tached ones) so he might have 
to be content with tbe caretaker 
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SHORT STRAW 
DRAWN BY 
STAND-IN 
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manager's job at Hardiest er 
Rovers in Sky’s new Dream 
Team soap now that Ron 
Atkinson has abandoned act- 
ing in favour of real life drama 

at Sheffield Wednesday where 
he has as his right-hand man 
the season's most successful 
caretaker manager (to date). 

Peter Shieeves, for whom 
the phrase right-hand man 
was surety invented, was in the 
Hillsborough hot seat when 
Wednesday thrashed Bolton 
5-1 after a disastrous run 
which had prompted David 
Pleat’s dismissal. While not 
w anting to take anything away 
from Shreeves, the reality is 


that the Wednesday players 
were under less pressure to 
perform than when Pleat was 
in the firing line. 

Ditto those Nottingham 
Forest players who hadn't 
managed to win in 17 games 
for Frank dark last season yet 
beat then second-placed Ar- 
senal in Stnart Pearce's first 
game as caretaker manager. It 
obviously had something to do 
with Psydio’s leadership qual- 
ities, but not that much. 

Clark, of course, went to 
Maine Road where one of his 
first acts was to hand P45s to 
several of the backroom staff, 
among them the club stalwart 
Tbny Book. The manager for 
five years (from 1974-79), he 
was also caretaker manager 
three times, bailing CSty out af- 
ter Ron Saunders left in 1974; 
in 1989 when Mel Machin 
went; and again in 1990 fol- 
lowing Howard Kendall's de- 
parture, prompting a former 
team-mate to say: “When the 
holocaust comes I want to be 
standing next to Bookie." Per- 
haps Book's motto should 
have been “Once more into 
the breach..." since this is 
Manchester City after alL 
Perhaps the highest profile 
caretaker manager’s job of 
them all went to another for- 
mer City manager, Joe Mer- 
cer, who was given seven 


games at England's helm in 
May 1974 before Don Revie 
was appointed. Mercer’s 
record was a creditable one - 
won three, drawn three, lost 
one - but that defeat came 
against Scotland in the Home 
Championships. 

One thing, however, char- 
acterises all caretaker man- 
agers - they know there is a 
replacement waiting in the 
wings, or even in the stands, as 
Christian Gross was at White 
Hart Lane on Monday. At least 
Gross stayed there; two days 
earlier Keith Buridnshaw was 
in charge of Aberdeen (where 
he’s director of football) for a 
game but found his expertise 
somewhat undermined by tbe 
appearance in the dug-out at 
half-time of the Dons’ man- 
ager-in-waiting, Alex Miller. 
Even with two managers over- 
seeing events, Aberdeen could 
Only manage a 1-1 draw 
against Dunfer mlin e. 

But then Spurs legend 
Danny Blanchflower reck- 
oned that great teams don’t 
need managers, caretaker or 
otherwise. “Brazil," he said, 
“won the World Cup playing 
exhilarating football with a 
manager they’d had for three 
weeks, and what about Real 
Madrid at their greatest? You 
can’t even remember who the 
manager was." 


Flat season that makes you cry into your pint 


A season is like a drinking ses- 
sion and this one has so far 
brought on a severe case of 
delirium tremens. Just as it 
takes the correct personnel 
for a good drinking session, 
so in the same way, at the start 
of each season we look to our 
team and aslc have we the 
players who can do the job? 

The second requirement 
is good beer, preferably slow- 
settling pints of Guinness. 
The football equivalent is 
skill. It is also essential that 
there are no ulterior mo- 
tives beyond enjoying a good 
session. In terms of a team, 
what we are talking about 
here is commitment. 

Most importantly, a good 
session needs no time restric- 
tions or any other limitations. 
It must have the potential for 
development. So with a foot- 
ball team -provided there is 
some sign of progress, at least 
we have hope. 

So how has it been at 
Manchester City so far, in 
terms of personnel, skill, 
commitment and potential? 
Lee Bradbury looked like- 

ly tosolve our scoring problem. 
Gerard Wiekens promised to 
be a creative force in midfield, 
and Tony Vaughan was rated 
one of the most promising de- 
fenders in the First Division. 

But no - Bradbury and 
Vaughan are the footballing 
equivalent of the lad who 


starts puking after the first 
pint and spends the even ing 
on the porcelain 'phone. 

Wiekens is the character 
who starts with a good few 
yarns, gels maudlin and with- 
draws for the rest of the 
night staring into his pint. 

Georgi Kinkladze is the 
man who has a wealth of 
anecdotes but who, because 
no one laughs at his first joke, 
refuses to tell any more be- 
cause his audience is not 
worthy of him. 

The personnel are sadly 

FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 

NO 234 
MANCHESTER 
CITY 
BY 

JOE O’NEILL 


deficient. What about that 
vital lubricant, skill? 

Kinkladze is the freshly 
brewed pint, lovingly coax ed 
from the pumps. But he, too, 
is temperamental and the 
slightest unfavourable con- 
dition can disturb his delicate 
equilibrium. If things are not 
nght, he turns into one of 
those alcopops, all flashy 
.outer show with little sub- 
stance. His work-rate has 
compared unfavourably with 
that of Homer Simpson. 


Tony Scully and Wieke 
apart, the skill level of t 
others is the equivalent 
mild into which a disre 
utable landlord has dump 
the previous night's slops. 

And commitment? ft 
Dickov is exempt from a 
criticism because his dedit 
lion to the cause is beyo 
question. Wiekens, I 
Symons, Scully and Bai 
Coni on cannot be faulted 1 
effort. But the rest ma 
things go with a swing in t 
same way that a pickling jar 
cirrhosis-riddled liver wot 
aid the sale of hard liquor. 

Is there any hope? A 
pattern of play develop in 
Any emerging stars? 1 

Scully and Cordon ha 
potential, Michael Brown a 
Jeff Whitley have promij 
but tbe team are chang, 
every week, tactics altered v 
foully every match. 

Denis Smith, the mang 
er of Oxford United, said 
point against Cftywas a po 
result At first outraged, 1 1 
alised that the League tat 
and the match itself show 
that he is right That, mo 
than the fact that such gjai 
as Stockport, Crewe, Bu 
and Bradford are above i 
is the true indication of o 
present position. 

This session - has alrea 
become a wake. This seasc 
young as it is, is already dea 










Self-styled elite obliged to justify their grand claims 


Phil Shaw looks at a 
weekend of Premiership 
action that presents the 
Big Five with vastly ' 
differing challenges, 
while Nick Harris (below) 
analyses th^programme 
match by match. 



Five years after they helped to 
form the Big Five and became 
prime movers in setting up 
the Premiership, the powers of 
Merseyside and north Lon- 
don tangle this weekend. Por- 
tentous as the games at 
Goodison Park and Highbury 
may prove, a home victory at 
Old Thifford would strengthen 
the suspicion that Manchester 
United are now in a league of 
their own: the Big One. 

By virtually any criterion - 
resources. - revenue, squad 
depth, silverware, support - 
United have left their rivals 
standing. The only area in 
winch their pre-eminence is not 
currently pronounced is points. 
A lead of one offers second- 
placed Blackburn Rovers the 
opportunity to take over at the 
top by beating them tomorrow. 


Unfortunately for all who 
prefer a race to a procession, 
Alex Ferguson’s team give the 
impression of being ready to ac- 
celerate away now their {dace in 
the Champions* T^ngw. quar- 
ter-finals is secure. Even when 
amassing 26 goats in six games. 
United have seemed to be hold- 
ing something in reserve. 

Blackburn, in contrast, were 
stretched to the limit in scrap- 
ing past Evcnon and Chelsea, 
and will need to scale new 
heights just to stay with the 
champions. They have not won 
at United for 35 years and boast 
a solitary, Alan Shearer-in- 
spired success • in the 17 
ensuing encounters. 

They have, however, run 
them sufficiently dose in this 
fixture (two draws, two 1-0 de- 
feats in the last four) to en- 


courage optimism. What is 
more, Tim Flowers is playing 
better than any keeper in the 
country, and Chris Sutton is in 
the kind of form that could ex- 
ploit Gary Fillister's increasing 
vulnerability. 

But even allowing for the 
tactical nous of Roy Hodgson, 
who is arguably outstripping 
AisSne Wenger as the most as- 
tute coach to come to England 
from abroad, it may not be 
enough. Hodgson is taking 
only his I6th Premiership 
match, against a mere 443 for 
Ferguson, and is Ekdy to be left 
to reflect cm the afternoon as 
part of his learning curve. 

No such luxuries for 
Howard KeodaQ. Before Ever- 
ton overcame Liverpool, he 
said the derby was **tbe easy 
one - what happens afterwards 


is the key”. What has happened launched his reign with an as- 
is a sequence of defeats which founding victory over Ever- 
mean they receive Tottenham ton, 4-1 away on the first day 
as the bottom dub. - of 1984-85, even if it was 

Everton 's incentive is not Kendall who won the title, 
unlike Blackburn's. By seeing The way Everton’s season 
off Spurs they could trade has gone, survival would rep- 
places with them, and on Chris- resent success for a dub whose 
tian Gross' debut as manager badge decrees that nothing 
to boot. The Swiss showed a but the best is good enough, 
historical bent when be flour- Anything less than three points 
ished names like Harry Hot- may provoke protests against 
spur and the Earl- of the chairman, Peter Johnson, 
Noitbumbedand,yetbeinaybe who dug himself into a deep- 
unaware of positive auguries er hole with Hi-judged criticism 
from the more recent past of supporters this week. 

In the autumn of 1958, Bill By their neighbours’ stan- 
NidioboB look, charge of an afl- dards, Liverpool are hardly in 
mg Spurs for the first time... crisis. But Anfield compares if- 
a gainst Evert an. They tri- self with Old Trafford; humfl- 
umphed by no less than 104 ration by Barnsley left them 
and within three years the nine points adrift, effectively 
Double came to While Hart turning tomorrow’s match at 
Lane. Peter Shreevcs also Arsenal and the visit of Unit- 


ed a week today into 180 min- 
utes which could make or 
bre ak both their season and 
Roy Evans* manag erial tenure. 
Arsenal, having sandwiched 

a fortuitous win over United be- 
tween surrenders at Derby and 
Sheffield, also feoe a tea of their 

resilience. Dennis Ber gkam p’s 

return could be the spark they 
need - Ian Wight looked for- 
lorn without him— whereas Liv- 
erpool have Robbie Fowler 
and Paul Ince suspended when 
they need them most. 

While the financial clout of 
Chelsea and Newcastle would 
conceivably pul them in an up- 
dated Big Five, only by winning 
the big one, the championship, 
would their membership look 
anything more than transitory. 
Chelsea, who take on Derby in 
a match likely to have a strong 


.Italian influence, crept into 
third place mmidweek. butwnn 
five defeats already can afford 
to lose three more ai most to 
have any hope of finishing top. 

Newtastle’s could move to 
within a point of the leaders if 
they won their games in hand. 
Their prospects of doing so 
might be brighter if Kenny 
Dalglish, knowing he had lost 
Alan Shearer, had not hastily 
offloaded Les Ferdinand and 
peter Beardsley. 

Crystal Palace’s failure to 
win at home since April offers 

Newcastle hope on their retreat 

from Catalonia. Nevertheless, 
to study Palace's away record, 
which is comfortably the best 
in the Premiership, is to be re- 
assured in this era of self-pro - 

daimed Elites that anaD can stiO 
be bountiful. 


Barnsley v Leeds 

Redfisam 6 Leading scorer Wallace 9 

Last season: No fixture 

Barnsley manager Danny Wilson has a fully-fit squad to choose from 
for the first time this season, with the exception of long-term ca- 
sualties Neil Thompson and Steve Davis. Winger Andy Liddell has 
recovered from an ankle injury and is fit Wilson ts likely to name 
an unchanged line-up for the Yorkshire derby from the side that beat 
Liverpool I -0 last week, although Adie Moses could make way in 
i fjkffield for jovo Bosanck. Barnsley are looking for only their sec- 

ond home win of the season. 

Leeds will again be without captain David Hopkin and teenage strik- 
er Harry KeweiL Midfielder Hopkin is serving the second game of 
a three-match ban after accruing five bookings, while Kewell is on 
international duty in Australia for the Wbrfd Cup play-off second 
leg with Iran. Teenage goalkeeper Raul Robinson will again act as 
understudy for Nigel Martyn as Mark Beeney remains unavailable 
with a hamstring injury. Leeds could move, at least temporarily, into 
the top three for the first time this season if they win. 


Bolton v Wimbledon 

Bbhe6 Leading scorer Core 6 

Lest season: No fixture 


Chris Farrriough could make a Premiership return aftera seven-month 
absence for Bolton today. Full-back Fairtlough, who suffered knee 
ligament damage on the last day of last season, was \Afanderers' only 
; e&f-present last season and has undergone a lengthy recovery pro- 
gramme since Bolton re-entered the top flight Scott Sellars returns 
after a three-match suspension, but defender Gerry Taggart is still 
serving a baa Dean Holdsworth faces his former dub for the first 
time. • 

Wimbledon face a Bolton side that beat them in the Coca-Cola Cup : 
earlier this season. Midfielder Robbie Earle, who lost his place in 
the side when he went on international duty with Jamaica, may re- 
turn to the starting line-up. If he does, it is likely to be in the place 
of Ceri Hughes, who is due to start a three-match ban next week. 
Defender Alan Kimble may also start after recovering from a ham- 
string injury, while Ban Eboku is hoping to have recovered from a 
twisted ankle. Norwegian Stole Solbakfcen could play. 





VatU 10 


Chelsea v Derby 

Wanchope 10 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 3-1 



Ruud Gullits squad system will be tested today. Eddie Newton (bro- 
ken toe) and Graeme Le Saux (arm) are both definitely out Steve 
Clarke (calf). Mark NichoHs (g-oin). Andy Myers (heel) and Tore 
Andre Flo (foot) are ail on the doubtful list although Frenchman 
Bernard Lambourde is available after suspension, frank Leboeuf 

who missed Wednesday s 2-0 win over Everton with a groin prob- 
fen, should be fit and Mark Hughes is likely to partner Gianfranco 
3lla up front wrth.Gianluca Viafli reverting to the bench. 

Derby captain IgorStimac will not return for the Rams until next 
week after nearly two months out with an acute back injury. The 
30-year-old Croatian defender was back in training this week but is 
not ready to replace the Dane Jacob Laursen, who will be out for 
several weeks with a knee injury. With Stimacs return delayed. Dean 
Yates will make his first Premiership, appearance of the season 
after recovering from a knee tendon injury. Paulo Wfanchope wiU 
again lead the attack that helped beat Coventry 3- 1 fast week 


Coventry v Leicester 

Dubfin 8 Leading scorer Marshall 7 

. . Last season: 0-0 . , 


Coventry's Dairen Huckerty is back to fell fitness for today. For- 
mer England lfnder-21 striker Huckerby has been slrugj^rtgfbr weeks 
vrth ankle and thigh injuries but is now folly recovered. Willie Boland 
s expected -to replace Paul Williams in midfield while David Bur- 
ows keeps Ns place despite befog on the ^rgs of a move to Sheffield 
Afednesday. Coventry are looking to avoid the same result as thei r 
ast Midiands.derby - last week's 3-1 defeat at Derby Undefeated 
it home this season, they have drawn six of eight at Highfidd Road 
Striker Emile Hesfcey is suspended for Leicester. Midfielder Garry 
farker has not trained all week due to the illness of his prematurely 
wm daughter, and is very unlikely to play Ftontus Kaamark is suff- 
ering from a mystery illness which codd open up a place in toe 
tarting iin&up for youngster Stuart" Wilton. This Midlands derby 
ikes place under a superstition Leicester will hope to end - Cfoven- 

rynWdder Gary McAllister has never been on a losing side agarst 

he Foxes in .the seven years since he left Filbert Street 


Crystal Palace v Newcastle 

Asprili*6 


...And statistics 


How the first blow usually leads to a knockout 


Managers often tafo about the Importance 
of the first goal. No wonder statistics 
show that In recent seasons there has 
been only a one in 10 chance erf a Pre- 
mfershfa side scoring first and going on to 
lose the match. 

Over the years the figures have been r&- 
maitatty consistent, with between 10 aRd . 
11 per cent of matches being won by 
sides that have gone behind. last season 
only 33 out of 380 Premiership matches 
finished this way. 

Nrt surprisingly, the chances of teams re- 
covering to win are even smaller when 
playing away from home. This season only 
tour teams have won away games after 
going behind: West Ham at Barnsley on 
the opening day of the season, and Wim- 
bledon at Barnsley, Arsenal at Chelsea and 
Dertiy at Sheffleftf Wednesday al In Sep- 
tember 

In contrast, three Premiership matches last 
weekend atone saw home side fight back 
to win after traiing, Aston VUa beating 
Everton, Newcastle overcoming 
Southampton and Leeds producing a stir- 
ring revival to beat West Ham 3-1. 

The pattern goes back many years. As 
long ago as the 1964-65 season the Foot- 


bafl Association analysed 1,000 matches 
to discover the effect of the fast goaL The 
survey showed that 10 per cent of home 
teams lost games after faking the lead, 
while nearly a quarter of away sides did 
so. 

Of the 133 “first goafs' scored this sea- - 
son, 7B hava been scored by home teams: 
59 have gone on to win, 13 to draw and 
only four to lose. Of the 57 scored by 
away teams, 36 have gone on to win, 10 
to draw and 11 to tosa 
West Ham are the team with the worst 
record for hanging on to a lead. Harry 
Redknapp's side nave lost three of the 
seven matches In which they have gone hi 
front this season. Chelsea, Derby. Barnsley 
and Everton have ztf lost twice in such cir- 
cumstances. though Chelsea and Doty - 
who meet today at Stamford Bridge - have 
the best records for scoring the rest goaL 
No clues for guessing which team have 
never lost a Pramtarsup game in which 
they have taken the lead. March ester 
United have played 217 Premiership 
matches and have never gone onto los 
a game - home or away - in which they 
have gone in front 


Savo Milosevic celebrates bis 
equaBser tor Aston Vflb against 
Everton fast weekend. Vffia 
west oo to wfa M , one of rrely 
15 occasions in the 
Pre mi e rs hip tiris season when a 
after 


tt ~rr 


Effe ct of the first g oal: Premiership 1997-98 

Games Times Gone oe to Matches won after 
played lead taken Win Lose Draw conceding first goal 

Derby 14 10 6 2 2 1 

Liverpool 14 9 6 3 0 0 

mm 

Arsenal 15 8 5 3 0 2 

Crystal Palace 14 7 5 2 0 0 

'.4^ 

Leeds 15 6 6.0 0 2 

VfimWedon 15 6 4 2 0 1 

Barnsley 15 6 4 0 2 0 

Soton 15 5 4 0 1 1 

Bo ton 14 4 2 1 1 0 

Aston VBa 15 3- 3 0 0 2 


Taking the lead: the last three seasons 



Guaes 

feast scoring first getag tu 


(Games with a first 
goaf in brackets) 

Wla Draw Lest 

(Percentage 'm brackets) 

1997-98 

Of *hich home side 
scored tat goal 

146(133) 

7B 

95(72) 

59(78) 

23(17) 

13(17) 

15 nu 

4(5) 

Of which away side 
scored first goal 

57 

36(63} 

10(18) 

11 (19) 

1995-97 

380(338) 

228(67) 

78(23) 

33(10) 

1995-96 

380(353) 

244(69) 

71(20) 

38(11) 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 



- , , r m ^ SoctwfcW \ c Wrrt*-dOr 

0 i . b 5 H J WDLLLL | JO D*c Lricesar (A); UOlcItrl 


atojri*l«rt*Tto3 Leading 

Last scasone No fixoxe 

bens needed stitches in his instep following Monday's! -0 
ver Spurs at White Hart Lane, but he should play wito a 
» injection. Michele Padovano suffered a dead leg m that 
: trained, yesterday and is frt. Steve Coppell is likely to name 
nged side as Ftilace still seek their first home wm oftoe 
part W the ■ W Wimbteto. on 

Neil Smith is one possible change, available again after sus- 

white Jamie Smith may be recalled after a ban. 

eareUkefyto be without centre-back Darren Peacock 
i ankfcin toe Champions' League defeat at Baroetona.whfle 
ob Lee Wit recover from a virus which kept hm out of 

? . Faustino Aspnlfa is still short of match fitness and un- 
!3ture.but John Beresford and Steve Watson seem to have 
j frem-taods Newcastle will be lifted by the return of 
» Ireland: winger Keith Gillespie who missed out in 
u serving a one-reatrfi ban after yellow cards in Europe. 


FAIR. PLAY LEAGUE 


UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


1 G WBard 8 

2 SDum 5 

3 M Reed 5 

4 P DixWn 10 

5 GPdfl -9 

6 D Eferny 8 

7 J Winter 9 

8 G Ashby ...A 

9 PAJcock .7 

10 G Barber -8 

fl P Jones 7 

12 MBodenham — .7 

13 N Barry 8 


14 D GaJagher A 22 

15 M raey .7 1 

16 U Rennie A 0 

17 A Wide B 1 

18 K&xge a 0 

19 S Lodge a o 

Mttlu ^ienionmlOmbfWwUeda 


UMow 

Pt* 

AM 


p*r * i 

Rad 

lWkM 

PM 

Avt 

34 

49 

6J3 

1 Bolton 

-14 

3 

30 

45 

321 

a* 

29 

580 

2 Everton 

.-■B 

3 

32 

47 

ais 

23 

26 

580 

3 Chelsea.. 

..15 

3 

27 

42 

260 

42 

52 

520 

4 Arsenal 


1 

34 

39 

260 

30 

45 

500 

5 Sheff V\fed „ 

-.15 

2 

26 

36 

2.40 

32 

37 

483 

6 Coventry 

..15 

1 

31 

36 

240 

31 

41 

456 

7 Blackburn ... 

..15 

2 

25 

35 

253 

31 

36 

450 

8 C Palace .... 

..■6 

"1 

29 

34 

227 

30 

30 

429 

9 Leeds 

,.15 

1 

2S 

33 

99n 

29 

34 

425 

10 Wtist Ham 

-.15 

0 

31 

31 

267 

W 

29 

414 

11 Liverpool ..... 

-.14 

1 

22 

27 

193 

27 



12 Derby 

_15 

0 

29 

29 

133 




13 Newcastle 

..12 

1 

16 

21 

175 

22 

32 


14 Tottenham 


1 

20 

25 

167 

27 



15 Southampton 


0 

25 

25 

167 

26 

325 

16 Man Utd 

-.15 

0 

24 

24 

160 

21 

17 Wknbledon . 


0 

24 

24 

150 



211 

18 Aston VBa _. 

..-6 

1 

16 

21 

140 




19 Leicester 


1 

17 

22 

147 

WHmCfVKa garnet 

20 Barnsley 

-15 

0 

21 

21 

140 


Mxto a tanJnnatfgarosfffetfcwtfrSpa. 1 


LEADING SCORERS 

1 Hartson (West Ham) 14 

2 Cole (Manchester United) 13 

3 Bergkamp (Arsenal) 12 

4 Sutton (Blackburn) 11 

5= Davies (Southampton) 10 

Wanchope (Derby) 10 

ViaS (Chelsea) 10 

8 Baiano (Derby) 9 

Wright (Arsenal) 9 

Sheringham (Manchester United) 9 
Wallace (Leeds) 9 

12 Dubfin (Coventry) 8 

Gaflaoher (Blackburn) 8 

Fbwfer (Liverpool) 8 

15 Carbone (Sheffield Wednesday) 7 



Everton v Tottenham 

QdxranoiSpeed 5 Leading scorer Snob 

Last season: 14) 


4 Js, 



Everton are likely to give a debut to Norwegian Under-21 interna- 
tional goalkeeper Thomas Myrhe. signed this week from Viking Sta- 
vanger. NevSe Southall is struggling with a back injury Howard Kendall 
must also deride whether to recall promising youngsters Danny 
Cadamarteri and John Osterto the starting line-up. The newcom- 
er from Sheffield United. Mitch Wfard, is likely to keep a midfield 
place after his debut in the 2*0 midweek defeat at Chelsea, while 
fellow ex-Blade Carl Tiler may be given a debut today. 

Spurs are likely to drop David Ginola. after the 1-0 home defeat by 
Crystal Palace last Monday. Christian Gross's preferred 4-4-2 sys- 
tem is less than ideal for Gn ola's preferred free role behind the strik- 
ers. Strikers Chris Armstrong and Jose Dominguez are still injured, 
leaving an opening alongside Les Ferdinand for either Steffen Iversen 
or Rory Allen. Gary Mabbutt and Give Wilson have been recalled 
to the squad, together with Rue! Fox and Colin Cakferwood. Spurs 
have lost four Premiership matches in a row. as have Everton. 


Southampton v Sheff Wed 

Davies K) Leaifinc scorer Di Cano. Carbone 7 


Leoilng scorer Di Canto, Carbone 7 
Uitseaforc 2-3 


Southampton have Egil Ostenstad available, probably as a substi- 
tute, following a six-week absence with an anJde problem. Saints man- 
ager Dave Jones has a folly fit squad to choose from, but nerw signing 

Bjorn Johansen will not arrive from Norway until next week. The 
Saints are hoping to recover from two defeats, against Newcastle 
and Chelsea in the Premiership and Coca-Cola Cup respectively. 
Jones will probably start with David Hirst and Kevin Davies up front 
Sheffield Wednesday manager Ron Atkinson is likely to name an 
unchanged line-upi fiwvtoe side.that wort : |a£t yveekeod.2-0 ; qveer:. 
ArsenaL A swap deal involving Coventry's Davkf Burrows and Welsh 
international Mark Ftem bridge failed to beat yesterdays noon dead- 
line. but although Rembridge is still available. Atkinson has drafted 
Lee Briscoe into the squad He could turn to the 22-year-old in- 
stead if he chooses to omit Rembridge. Atkinson is reunited with 
two former Owls who have played under his management 
Carlton Palmer and David Hirst 


West Ham v Aston Villa 

Hanson (4 Leading acorer YoriceS 

Last season: 0-2 


9 


West Ham are not yet able to recall former Newcastle striker Ffaul 
IQtson following surgery to repaira tom groin musde. but he is near- 
ly fit. Abou Sarnassi or Paulo AJves will continue to deputise. 
Harry Redknapp must decide whether to keep faith with fit-again 
goalkeeper Ludek MBdosko who returned from injury at Leeds on 
Sunday, as a surprise replacement for in-form Canadian Craig For- 
rest but was blamed fix-two late goals which produced West Ham's 
defeat Rio Ferdinand will be recalled after a calf strain. 

Aston Villa’s Ian Taylor reverts be being a spectator after his role 
in toe 2-1 Uefa Cup defeat at Steaua Bucharest on Tuesday serv- 
ing a three-match baa In the absence of Taylor, manager Brian 
Little is likely to move versatile Portuguese international Fernando 
Nelson back into midfield wito Gary Charles slotting in at foll-badc 
Little will also check on the fitness of Yugoslav international mid- 
fielder Sasa Currie who has been out of toe squad for the last two 
games because of a virus. He could win a place on toe bench. 

Tomorrow 

Arsenal v Liverpool 



P afgfca m p Q 


Fowler 8 


Last season: 1-2 


Dermis Bergamp and Emmanuel Jfetit both return from suspen- 
sions for Arsenal but Ray Parlour is out with a knee injury. Patrick 
Vieira is injured and Steve Bould is suspended. Arsine Wenger is 
now likely to revert to a 4-4-2 line-up with Martin Keown and Tony 
Adams in defence and Gilles Grimandi left out Options to replace 
Ftirtourare Stephen Hughes or Luis Boa Morte. which, in either case, 
would mean switching winger Marx: Overmars from left to right 
Patrk Berger could lose his place in toe tomorrow's Liverpool side. 
Manager Roy Evans is likely to include a more defensive midfield 
man to play alongside Jamie Redknapp after the Berger filled the 
role in toe 1-0 home defeat by Barnsley last week in place of Paul 
Ince. Ince and Robbie Fowler are still both suspended, so the in- 
clusion of either Danny Murphy Jamie Carragher or Micky Thomas 
is a possibility. Rob Jones is still unfit Marie Wright Phil Babb, Car- 
ragher, Thomas. Steve Harkness and Neil Ruddock all made suc- 
cessful comebacks from injury in the reserves on Thursday. 


Man Utd v Blackburn 

Co * # E Leading scorer Sutton II 

Lon season: 2-2 

Manchester United face the only team to have denied them the Pre- 
miership tide since its inception with one key player absent as Pau 
Schofes begins a three-match suspension. Ronny Johnsen is likely tc 
slot into midfield, with Henning Berg replacing him in toe heart oi 
the defence. Philip Neville complained of double vision after toe vic- 
tory over 3-0 Champions’ League win over Kosice on Thursday and 
is the only injury doubt, although Alex Ferguson said he would be 

frt to play. 

Blackburn will aj^in be without Colin Hendry and Martin Dahlin for 
tomorrows top-of-toe-tabte encounter. The international duo are 
still out with long-term injuries but there was good news for man- 
ager Roy Hodg»n when both Kevin Gafladier and Tore ftederaen 
were both back in training and available for selection yesterday. Chris 
Sutton’s new contract with Blackburn Rovers will keep him at the 
dub for five more years and he will be hoping to make his first re- 
payment on the investment by adding to his season's I! goals. 
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England show they are all In line during their preparation for todays match against South Africa at Twickenham, the third game of their four-Test autumn programme 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Dallaglio’s rallying cry for English ambition 


ENGLAND v SOUTH AFRICA < 


Lawrence Dallaglio’s 
colourful description of 
Gary Teichmann's 
Springbok team as a 
“wounded animal in 
frenzy” paints an 
accurate picture of the 
danger fating England at 
Twickenham this 
afternoon. 

Chris Hewett says the 
South Africans are back 
up to speed after a 
cathartic spell in the 
rugby union slow lane. 


Ian McGeechan, tbe Lions 
coach on the high veldt last sum- 
mer, famously depicted his vic- 
torious team's style of play as 
“ 15-man iugby- without the ball". 
If England attempt to pull a simi- 
lar stunt at Twickenham this 
afternoon, they will drown in a 
sea of Springbok points; to beat 


the world champions with a 
strategy based cm hostile tackling 
and flawless goal-kidring, you 
need Scott Gibbs and Neil Jenk- 
ins rather than Nick Green- 
stock and Mike Catt 

Besides, these South 
Africans are a very different 
kettle of trouble to the strangely 
one-dimensional unit on which 
the Lions poured Lashing? of 
cold water in Cape Tbwn and 
Durban. Nick Mailett, the 
hugely capable philosopher king 
from deepest Hertfordshire who 
succeeded Carel da Plessis as 
national coach in September, 
has hit the ground running by 
restoring a sense of purpose and 
responsibility to the rich and 
diverse talents at his disposal. As 
Jake White, the Springboks* 
technical advisor, said this week: 
“We know where we’re heading 
now. We're heading towards 
the World Cup in 1999.” 

Roger Uttley, the England 
manager, also had something to 
say on the subject yesterday 


and it was not calculated to bring 
comfort and serenity to the 
home dressing room. “Rycho- 
togjcaDy, the lions’ victory in the 
summer may well work against 

us, because I get the feeling it has 
made the Boks more focused 
than ever,” he admitted. 
Focused enough to stick 50- 
odd points on the Reach in Paris 
last weekend. Focused enough 
to go after Lawrence Dallaglio, 
Richard HOI and the other Eng- 
lish Lions today with the whiff 
of revenge in their nostrils. 

If expectations of an English 
victory over the All Blacks at Old 
TraffoTd were so low as to bor- 
der on the subterranean, they 
are scarcety any higher this time 
round. Martin Johnson’s ag- 
gression wiQ be badly missed; If 
the Leicester lock’s partiality to- 
wards the occasional cheap shot 
has cost him a cap, it has also 
cost the English engine room its 
single most valuable piece of 
heavy machinery. Neither does 
Phil de GfcmviHe's absence help-. 


the cause. The Bath centre may 
not be the quickest thing on two 
legs, but he tackled hims elf to 
a standstill in Manchester last 
weekend and was relishing the 
prospect of giving Henry Honi- 
ball, Dick Muir and Andre Suy- 
man some of the same. • 

Much depends on the con- 
tribution of Darren Garfbrth, 
the Leicester tight-head prop, 
and the reshaped back row of 
Dallaglio, Hill and Neil Back. 
If Garfordi fails to neutralise the 
mighty Os du Randt by fair 
means or foul - Paul : Walla ce, 
the smffing Irish Lion, chose the 
latter course last summer and ■ 
somehow got away with it - the 
English scrum will go back so 
quickly that the threequarters 
will find themselves calling, 
merves from the middle tier of 
the north stand. If be does foe 
business, though, the loose trio 
may well ask tbe Boks an 
unanswerable question or two. 

Dallaglio was in majestic 
form against New Zealand and 


England require something 
similar from their ca ptain On 
this occasion. Sensibly, be is not 
even contemplating a Lions- 
styie exercise in barricade con- 
struction. “There were times 
during .tire summer when the 
Lions felt more comfortable 
without the ball than wife it,” 
he conceded. “If England can 
show the same ambition in 
attack as the lions showed in 
defe n ce, we’re infer a cracking 
game of rugjby. 

“It’s about results, yes, but 
it’s about performance, too. 
We want to create scoring 
opportunities as well as deny 
those opportunities to the 
opposition." 

. For Clive Woodward and 
.foe rest of the England back- 
room team -a unit strengthened 
yesterday by the ccrafinnkion of 
Phil Larder, tbe former Great 
Britain rugby league coach, in a ' 
full-time advisory role - victory 
over the South Africans would 
be pure nectar. Thanks to the 


unprecedented demands of tins 
four-Tfest autumn programme, 
tbe new regime is still on honey- 
moon. No European side has 
ever been exposed to such a 
mountainous challenge, let 
alone a young and inexperi- 
enced English outfit stflj feeling 
its way in the big wide world. 
However, a second successive 
defeat after an unsatiriying draw 
would said just a little unease 
seeping into the inner sanctum. 

For tbe long-term sake of 
England’s national team, it is 
vital that Woodward holds his 
nerve; retains his vision and con- 
tinues to back what is obviously 
a bold and adventurous line in 
rugby judgement. But for the 
sake of the coach’s short-term 
sanity, he could dowith the rub 
of the green. .Will. Dallaglio 
and company win him some 
breathing space this afternoon? 
Fbr heaven's sake, don’t bet 
your pension on iL 

Wales heed a warrior. 
Page 21 


<at Twickenham * i. ■ 

_ Bath 15 P Montgomery ~WFVwtflcfi 

JBehrtey_^_r„ Newcastle M J Small __W Prawned 


M Retry. 


WGreehwood Locester 13 ASnyman... 

P de Glanvflle — Bath 12 D Muir_ 

D Rees Sale II PRossouw. 


-NTransyaal 


..W Province 


M Catt. 


Bath 10 H HonibaJl— 

M Dawson .Northampton 9 WSwanepoeL 


_W Province 
u-Natal 


..Free State 


J Leonard. 


RCodcerill. 
D Garfbrth. 


.Harlequins I 
-- — Leicester 2 
Leicester 


D Gnewcock Saracens 

G Archer .-Newcastle 


L Dallaglio. 

RHfll 

N Back 


_\A 6 sps. capt 
Saracens 


Odu Randt.. 
J Dalton. 


A Garvey.. 


.Free State 
»Gauteng 


..Natal 


M Andrews - 
KOtto_ 


.Natal. 


~N Transvaal 


A Aitken. 


-W Province 


.Leicester 7.A Wantc 


G Telchmann. — .NataLcapt 


Tree State 


Replacements 16 P Grayson 
(Northampton); |7 A Healey 
(Leicester); ffi G Rowntree (LcJcbs- 
wr^tVM Regan (Bath); 20 S Shaw 


. Sheasfay (Wasps). 
Referee: C Hawke (New Zealand) 


Replacement* 16 j Swart (W 
Province): 17 J de Beer (free Stan); 
BDvenZyttMpumabrjpfclVBSIdn- 
«ad (W PWWnce* 20 WMeyer ( 

Soafclt NDracskef 


Kick-off: 10 (Sky Sportf2) 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 


round perimeter (7) 

5 Spoil aearfy everything in 
a marriage C7) 

9 Indifferent attitude to- 
wards computers etc? 

(4 2Z52) 

10 Dislike huzzy, wasting sec- 
onds (4) 

11 HIgh-dass stockist’s first 
desire (51 

12 Undertake exercises to 
get drug info (4) 

15 Those people accepting a 
charge for treatment (7) 

16 Many set for release in 
this? (7) 

17 Star, not quite ej deify, ■ 
resident in European city 

19 Redesigned University 
with help of prospective 
worker (7) 

21 Time to copy a cassette 

ft 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 


Chopper engineer starts 
to examine turbine (7) 
"Vfeiy quick to take to an 
atunence? (433) 

\feiy well-groonred, with 
superior cut (4) 

Opening lor the men in 
party system (7) 

Time has mother hiding 

Ntohungt^be foun<?in 
computer memory range 

(4) 

7 Drunk’s threat to dotb- 

ing?(333A) 

8 A cbance.event left Chi- 
na powerless (7) 

13 Child, one locked in 
grainstare (5) 

14 Cut tail of blue bird (5) 

17 Where to get more fuel? 
Coal-mine’s best (3-4) 

18 Subdues member of new 
famify(7) 

19 Year one’s brought in to 
cut a heap of grass (7) 

20 Criminal leader getting 
round \ard on various 
levels l 



22 Upset most of Yankee 
country (5) 

23 SmaD creatures surround- 
ing one in battle (4) ' levels (7) 

26 No-one’s watching this art 24 Make for the capital of 

coalesce, possibly (3333) Majorca (4) 

27 Job on island for delivery 25 Observe first of cases in 

agent (7) hospital (4) 

28 Affectionate, glowing 
family (7) 
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He first five coned solutions to this wedft panic opened next Tba*. 
day iweJwbardbadrf copies of the OxfcidDietiouaiy of Quotations: An- 

sms andwinnas’ Dames wfll be pofctbhed mat Sounds? Scad solntins 
ID SoturfayCnsswoiti, E a Box-Wl* Tbe Independent 1 Condo Square, 
Canary Whart London E145BL. Please use the box mnnberamj postcode 
and »ve jour awn postcode Last wcekfs winners: O Smacks, Cofendne 
MR^P^Mart^ Drayton; DHaze«lDe,Aiatsrtefc;BJ<nK8,L«»donWCl; 
M Efickj, London NW2 


THIRTEEN PAGES OF 
SPORT START ON 
PAGE 16 


Farewell Peter O’Sullevan: Greg Wood pays 
tribute as the voice of rating hangs up his micro- 
phone, page 18 


Hello Bjorn Borg: John Roberts on the former 
Wimbledon champion, who competes in London 
next week, page 22 


Welcome Bade Chris Hewett talks to Neil Back on 
his return to the England rugby union team, page 21 


IN MONDAY'S 20-PAGE 
SPORTS SECTION 


Adam Hollioake, captain of the England cricket team 
playing in Sharjah next week, talks to Derek Pringle 


Chris Hewett and David Llewellyn report from 
Twickenham on England v South Africa; Tim Glover 
and Ken Jones report from Wembley on Wales v 
New Zealand 


Matches of the day; Phil Shaw and Guy Hodgson 
watch Manchester United take on Blackburn; Glenn 
Moore sees Arsenal versus Liverpool 


CPtibtbhal by Ncw^iapcr Pub&hiiig PIC, 1 Canada Square. Camay Wharf, London £J4 
5DU and primed at Mirror Colour Prim. St Atoms Road. Watford and HoOiovocd 
Arame, Ottum. Bads isam aroflabK (ran Ukurk Newspaper*, Q1<B8 840370. 
Saw%7* NoKSftcrlWt 

m t ampler atm ihe ftai Oflfc* 
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Swiss Watchmakers since 1 


86-'S 


Available at selected branches of., 
the Goldsmiths G ro U p,‘ o n e of - 
the country's leading quality 
jewellers with over 1 25 branches - 
nationwide.. 


GOL-D’SMIT-HS 


WALK E R fc H-A-LL 

IW HMOI or A FM Jewcu»' 
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«v,^2, NEAREST stockist call free- 
on 0800 Goldsmiths (0800 465376) - "■ 7 " 
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On the scent of success: Schrodinger the cat is still beating the benchmark index alter another stock-picldng session, making selections by choosing pieces of dried cat food from a numbered grid 


Photograph: Susannah Binney/Apex 



A fund manager with nine lives 


Thought for the day 


Stock market turmoil in 
■ the. recent period has 
- left many Investment 
houses wondering how 
.to! defiver value to their 
clients. No such worries 
for Schrodinger, The 
Independent’s feline fund 
manager-As Paul Slade 
repprts^ oyr cat has 
survived the last three 
mqqthswith all nine 
Ifveslhtact. 


. Tforikfog fund managers' P er_ 

ftMfijiace every few months can 
' S fcas^femfeding somewhat un- 

• ^Swollight. Perhaps that 
iswbraSirodinser has not been 
as sBcteBful in the UK equity 
’ gkwtfe&tctor as he was when in 
smalle^cpinpany slocks. 

; : EvSi so, he has still shown 

a dean: set of heels to the av- 


-JJU WMIK*" » , 

on thciStock Exchange. And 
his performance still leaves 
investment experts open-jawed 
in admiration. 

• Schrodinger makes his 
stock .selections by choosing 
pieces of dried cat food from 
a numbered grid- * n 
to August 1Z his CAT small 
companies portfolio rose by 
435 per cent, against just 3-25 
per cent for the average fund 


in the sector and 037 per cent 
for the funds' benchmark index 
- an impressive performance. 

At that point, we had him 
make some new selections, 
taking CAT into the UK equi- 
ty growth sector. Hg; first three 
months as an equity growth 
manager - a period which in- 
dudes October’s extraordinary 
siockmarket volatility - saw 
CAT fall by Q33 per cent 
against the sector's average 
drop of 0.04 per cent- However, 
this still ranks therevisedport- 
fbtio equal 79th in afield of 161 
UK equity growth trusts. 

Readers with units in Royal 
London’s UK Growth Trust 
may like to know their own 
fund manager turned in an 
identical performance. Schro- 
jinger remains ahead of Legal 
& General and Standard Life, 
two leading insurers whose 
funds have suffered even more 
from October’s financial 
storms. 

Ian Millward, an Indepen- 
dent finan cial adviser at Lon- 
don-based Chase de Vere, says 
Schrodinger’s performance 
would cause him no undue corn 
cem. He says: “CAT would be 
a definite ‘hold.’ Its perfor- 
mance is OK over the short 
term and seems to be quite 
good over the longer term. It . 
doesn’t seem to be particularly 
volatile. I think you have to say 
it’s holding its own 

Schrodinger’ s three-month 


decline of 033 per cent still 
leaves CAT well ahead of the 
FTSE 350 - the closest match 
as a benchmark index -which 
fell by 3.74 per cent over the 
same period. 

When we first created the 
portfolio in August 1996, the 
grid represented shares in the 
FTSEmid-250. When the time 
came to realign the portfolio, 
we dropped the 10 worst-per- 
fo rmin g small companies, and 
let him select 10 replacements 
from a FTSE 100 grid of the 
UK’s biggest players. UK eq- 
uity growth trusts ca n bu y 
shares not only in the FTSE 
250, but also the more impor- 


tant FTSE 100 - an option 
Schrodinger did not previous- 
ly have. 

TWo of the FTSE 100 shares 
he picked - Abbey National 
and Great Universal Stores - 
are among CAT’s top per- 
formers over the last quarter, 
showing growth of 15.76 per 
cent and 937 per cent respec- 
tively. Our top performer was 
Granada, whose shares grew by 
19.75 per cent in the last three 
months. G ranada ramp intn ihf 
portfolio when it took over 
Yorkshire Tyne Tees, one of 
'Schrodinger’s original small 
companies picks, in July. 

This fits in with Schro- 


UK equity growtfi unit trusts, over 3 months to No- 
vember 10, 1997, offer to-offer, not income re-invested. 


3-month change Ranking (ttf fund*) 


Mercury Recovery . t 

Baring UK Growth ..( 

: TIlney UK Equity C 

GT UK Growth : C 

Royal London 
. UK Growth • 0 

CAT Portfolio € 

Halifax Growth 0 

Abbey Assets and 
F-amings G 

Legal & General UK 
Recovery 0 

Scottish Mutual 
Select Opps .. 0 

Standard Life UK 
Equity Growth 0 

Source: MkropalHndepmknL 


dinger's overall tactics so fax, 
going for a portfolio which is 
overweight in financials, re- 
tailers and media, but under- 
weight in sectors such as 
engineering. 

Richard Carlyle, a pension 
fund manager at Henderson 
Touche Remnant, says: “It’s a 
sensible split. If you were ad- 
vertising yourself as an up- 
market, high fee -charging fund 
mana^r, and came up with this 
portfolio, you certainly couldn’t 
be laughed at.” 

It is worth remembering 
that Schrodinger also under- 
performed as a small compa- 
nies manager in his first 
quarter, but managed to turn 
the situation round as the year 
went on. His first-quarter per- 
formance in the UK equity 
growth sector wfl) also have suf- 
fered from the dealing charges 
incurred when be sold his worst 
small companies stocks and 
bought the FTSE 100 ones. 

The worst-performing unit 
trust m the ,UK equity growth 
sector over the past three 
months is Canada Life's Can- 
life General Trust, which lost 
733 per cent of its value over 
the period. The lop performer 
was Johnson Fry's Slater 
Growth Thist, which grew by 
1033 per cent. Johnson Fry 
may have been forced to issue 
a profits warning a week ago, 
but they've evidently got a 
smarter cat than we have. 


INSIDE - 

3/JOHN WINDSOR 

Puzzling over jigsaws 

5/JONATHAN davl 

Mind your Qs 


9/PEN NY JACKSON 11/ROBERT LIEBMAN 

The lure of the country - Move without trauma 
10/ROSALIND RUSSELL 12/GAVIN GREEN 
On the big screen Why I voted for the Alfa 



Yet plane I ihmk rd like to know more about talking to an IFA. Hmm i end ne m t 
information peek, tie antes of three local IFAt and a toucher for ray half hoar 
anauhotitm. I undent**/ f hat vM call me at a , nail of (tiling in thii eoupoa. I 
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What 

Brown 

didn’t 

mention 


NIC 

CICUTTI 


Hie Green Budget may have 
been good from the point of 
view of pensioners, who will 
□ow receive enhanced cold 
weather payments. Parents 
who will now be able to en- 
roll their kids in one of the 
30X100 planned out-of-school 
clubs will also raise a cheer. 

But there was precious 
little in it to excite those of 
us who may have wanted to 
base our investment or bor- 
rowing decisions on what the 
Chance U or, Gordon Brown, 
bad to say earlier this week. 

The Iron Chancellor -or 
Iron Laddie, as some 
tabloids would have him 
called - said nothing about 
the new Individual Savings 
Account (ISA), which 
Labour intends to replace 
PEPs and Tessas in 1999. 

Draft proposals will be 
published on Tuesday 
though, so by next weekend 
we should all have a better 
idea of whether to keep our 
money in existing PEPS and 
Tessas, or switch to the ISA. 

Nor did Mr Brown give 
even a hint of what the Gov- 
ernment intends to do about 
mortgage interest rate relief 
(Miras), the lax subsidy cur- 
rently paid on the first 
£30,000 of most mortgages. 

He may not have said any- 
thing this time (would you, 
after four mortgage rate rises 
in the past seven months?), 
but I'd still be willing to 
wager a small amount that 
the March Budget will see a 
drop in Miras relief from 10 
per cent in April to 5 per cent 
the followingyear, or even its 
complete abolition. 

Perhaps the greatest im- 


ponderable Is what Iron 
Laddie wants to do with in- 
heritance tax. The current 
£215,000 limit, plus good tax 
advice, combine to ensure 
that all bar about 15,000 es- 
tates each year scrape under 
the neL 

lc the run-up to last Tues- 
day, the air was thick with 
warnings ofwhat might hap- 
pen if the Laddie were to 
take an axe to some of the' 
scams that help people avoid 
paying death duties. 

It was always unlikely, 
however, that Mr Brown 
would have said anything on 
inheritance tax at this stage. 
Again, I'd be prepared to 
stick a small wager on this 
one coming up in a few 
months’ time. Look out for 
potential exempt transfers 
being raised from seven to 20 
years, or a limit of, say, 
£500,000 or £lm being 
placed on them. 

More the point, look at 
some heavy-duty tax avoid- 
ance loopholes in a wide 
range of areas finally being 
plugged. 

One small benefit to in- 
vestors flowing from the de- 
cision to scrap advance 
corporation tax (ACT) is that 
investment trusts, whose 
shares have been trading weR 
below net asset values, may 
now find it more easy to nar- 
row that gap. In the past 
ACT ensured that share buy-- 
backs, one way of reducing 
the discount, were ineffitaenL 

So, all in all, whafs the 
verdict? Five out of 10 for 
what he said and two out of 
10 for not relieving the 
boredom factor. 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


The financial facts of married life 


NwnerPffltf (Strife ;«*&»■ 
Agej4l ' -• 

Occupation: School bxErSfc £ 
The problem: Mr Gio^^ho . 
is 41, ‘ earns about £2S£Q06> a ' 
year^ while fall fwmrA * * 
£16,000. He has a 
mortgage on a 

cost £65,000 in 

may now be worth £75frO0. ifo 
mortgage is backed by tiro 
with-profits endowment poli- 
cies, one maturing in 2009 and 
the other in 2016. He &o 
owns 450 Waotwich shares 

He has £1(^500 invested In 
am M&G investment trust 
which has a wind-up d are of 
2002, which he is concerned 
about becanseof its relative un- 
der-perfonnance, plus £4,000 
savings in a building society. Ms 
fiancee also has a s imilar 
amount in a society account. 

The couple are both mem- 
bers of their respective occu- 


'ffeesonal Planning Highwoods 

&5uare,HGghwoods,Q^diester I 

%Sfi?,aM4BB(Qi206 841176): 
Tfie advices First, you have a 
tffibd for an adequate fond in 
$gp of emergencies. You al- 
ready have £4,000 in a Nation- 
wide Postal Account This 
offers at superior rate of ihter- 
: est to equivalent branch-baaed 
accounts. 1 would recommend 
that you. continue with this. 

Ctotlre protection front, the 
two endowment policies contain 
life cover to pay off the mort- 
gage loan in the event of your 
death. You also have death in 
service benefits of twice your 
salary in the event of death. Giv- 
en that you have no dependents, 
at present you have no need for 
further life cover. 

If you were unable to work 
for reasons of ill-health or ac- 
cident, you would receive six 
months’ foil pay. I would rec- 


have no outstanding loans and 
estimate that after setting up 
home together they will have a 
monthly “surplus” of £450, al- 
though they are also consider- 
ing starting a family, in which 
case they might need to move 
to a larger bouse, potentially 
costing £100,000. 

Mr Grove is considering in- 
vesting for capital growth, pos- 
sibly through direct investment 
in the stock market, looking 12 
to 17 yearn ahead. 

The adviser: James Bruce, fi- 
nancial planner and independent 
financial adviser. Corporate and 


this happening to you. Replace- 
ment of earning? cover paying 
£16,000 a year (about 64 per 
cent of current income) would 
cost £29 a month, assuming a 
52-week deferment period. 

You also have no protection . 
in the event of a sodden serious 
illness - such as cancer, stroke 
or a heart attack - which you 
then survive. Critical illness cov- 
er pays a lump sum on diagno- 
sis of a range of Alnesses. The 
cost of such cover, which could 
be used to pa; off the £54,000 
mortgage loan in the event of Al- 
ness, ^ would be £30-£35 a month. 



Paul Grove, who plans to marry next year, needs to consider some extra insurance cover 


Photograph; Nicola Kurtz 


The pension scheme you 
belong to is a good one, with 
dex-iinked-benefits based on 
your final salary and years of ser- 
vice. 1 recommend that you re- 
main a member of this scheme. 

One eventuality you have 
mentioned is marriage to your 
fianede next year. Typically, the 
costs of a wedding can be up to 
£10,000. This would make a sig- 
nificant dent in your savings. 

After marriage the profes- 
sional drafting of a will becomes 
vital, otherwise normal intestacy 


laws will apply. With a will you 
can determine where you wish 
your inheritance to go. 

Buying a new property at 
£100,000 wilJ require extra funds 
of £35,000, assuming the sale of 
your existing one at £75,000. You 
are concerned that, jointly with 
your fiancee, mortgaging your- 
self to the hilt may not be sen- 
sible. I suggest putting down the 
largest deposit possible, using 
the financial resources you al- 
ready have at your disposal. 

The shortfall above can be 


partly financed through the 
equity of £21,000 in your prop- 
erty, the existing PEP invest- 
ment and your 450 Woolwich 
shares, leaving a gap of about 
£4,000. To meet this, I would 
suggest dial any surplus income 
continues to be paid into your 
Nationwide account for the 
foreseeable future. 

Although I agree that equi- 
ty investment is the best option 
for long-term financial returns. 
I am not convinced that buying 
shares directly is the most sen- 


sible way to gain such exposing. 
Gwen your relatively kw re- 
sources at present, podtetfitt- 
vestments - such as unit and 
investment trusts - that spread 
risk are a better alternative. 
Given that you may requke it to 
help finance the new property, 
I would suggest that you do not 
transfer the M&G investment 
trust into another fund at pre- 
sent, irrespective of its current 
disappointing performance. ~Ybu 
might incur expensive initial 
charges to little purpose. : 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/COMMERCIAL UNION'S PREMIER INVESTMENT BOND 


The product: Commercial 
Union’s Premier Investment 
Bond. 

The deak Invest at least £2500 
in the bond and Commercial 
Union will “guarantee” to pay a 
return of 9 per cent in the first 
year. Investors putting in more 
than £5,000 can also receive a 
small regular Income from the 
investment, rising with age. 


Plus points: The return beats 
most investment braids available 
and cfaajges, at first glance, ap- 
pear to be pined to the bone. CXI 
has dropped the usual initial 
charge (bid/offer spread). A 
policy charge ofOj08 per cent per 
month looks like good value. 

Commercial Union has been 
very successful at marketing 
investment products such as this 


bond because advisers believe 
the company can support its 
products from a sound financial 
base. 

For wealthy investors putting 
more than £50,000 into the 
bond, CU will actually invest 
more than the fund is worth, or 
102 per cent of the money put 
up. 

Drawbacks and rids: * The 


“guaranteed” return is eye- 
catching, even when A only ap- 
plies for a year. However, CU is 
not guaranteeing anything with 
regard to the investors capital. 
If the securities in which OLTs 
life fund invests - mostly UK eq- 
uities -M In value then CU re- 
serves the right to apply a market 
value adjuster, a straight de- 
duction from the fund. The 


company says it has never ap- 
plied this. However, pressure for 
it to do so is likely to increase if 
the present volatility in the stock 
market turns into a downward 
slide or a crash. 

The charges are not quite as 
good as they first appear. In- 
vestor who arc not itxi-per-cent 
certain they will not need to cash 
m their investment should avoid 


this because there are hefty sur- 
render penalties of up tO'9 per 
cent for early encashment And 
the Q.08 percent per month fee 
translates into a charge of more 
than 1 per cent a year, this is 
where CU’s profit comes from. 
VferdictSoSd for those w&o al- 
ready hav^solid finances. 
Marks out 'Of five: Three! 

-Andrew Vferfty 
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If you’re searching for higher interest, with penalty 
free access to your money, take a close look at our 
Select 90 Account. 

You simply give us ninety days notice and you pay 
no penalty for withdrawals. Or yon can have 
immediate access with ninety days loss of interest 
on the amount withdrawn. 

All we ask is that you don’t make more than three 
withdrawals in each calendar year. 

You can choose to have your interest paid annually 
or monthly (we’ll keep you up to date with a 
statement every six months): 

And you’ve all the convenience of an account operated 
by first class post. Looks attractive? 

This is a limited issue, so do invest now with £10,000 
or more. 

For details, call us free from 9 to 5 weekdays or 10 to 
3 weekends. 0500 50 5000 



■ 

AMOUNT 

YOU 

INVEST 

ANNUAL 

% % 

GROSS NET* 

MONTHLY 

Gft&SS HET 

£100,000+ 

8.15 6.52 

7.85 5.26 

£50,000+ 

8.00 6.40 

7.60 6338 

£25,000+ 

7.95 6J36 

7.50 6.00 

£10,000+ 

7.90 B.32 

7.40 5.92 


NORTHERN ROCK 


Northern Rock pic. Registered Office; Northern Rock House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4PL 

mm nrrw-lr m.nlr Auupic nnvJ £14 billino. 


7M3ffl 



»nvl a claim nuv be nuJe to the Inland Revenue tar repayrneW o* rax. for mdimmais wmkbbbc nine mnun ™ ^ TTJ — ^ — / ~ 

dKhmS Mdrtrywfll no mm ts to pay snTlndiviAiali who are liable s tbeEigte^of t«*« «*M%' » |w»d<taMal ** » 
tewLi d* us deducted and tta£gber rate tax due. Arawnt balances below £IWH> wffl mm m«w a the Jntmt h on 

kerned a. bdmiumWrZ vems of «*. Tbe acffltmr « far nfflonal u*e only «*d Bopen u * 



UK residents. FnD 

ui j « vent to joo within 

with Northern Rode £500,000. 






FOR A 


PROFITABLE 


FUTURE 


AKE CUTS 


HERE. 



Schroders 




If you want the chance to 
be wealthy in the future, you 
should be making a few cuts 
now - all around our coupon. 

Why? Because we can offer 
you a range of high performing 
funds, from the low risk UK 
Equity Fund, a top performing 
fund since launch*, to higher 
risk, specialised foods, such as 
tbe US Smaller Companies 
Fund, up 200% over the last 
five years**. And oar Income 
Fund has increased its dividend 
each year over the last 15 years. 

All you need to invest is 
the Schroder Investment 
Collection, your complete guide 
to all our funds. So pick up those 
scissors now - these could be the 
last cuts you ever need to mnta» 

0800 002 OOO 

Quoting ref 759 


lOSatRODfBR 
CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT, 
taw FREEPOST I0t*7n». 
LONDON EC4B 4PD. 

Ptose sad me my free capytfthe Schroder 


osuh! financial arftisa- 


Name 


Address 


RMtcade 


Owe of Birth 


/ 


From what source dots your investment | 
money usually come? 

Sabny . ' Q] 

Retirement package f~j ! 

Amrilchlrom another mwstmaai [ 1 1 


' j 

Siwce.' Micropul buying price to selling * 
price, nec income rdnycjted to 3. if . 97. 1 
*Fnm 3.1.72 (earlim figures avallabieiiiH I 

+50&62S4 \ 

Past performance is hot necessarily a p^t, { 
to future performance. The value af\ 
imes tmaus r J * t - ' - ----- ' 


back the amount originally invested. 

! Exchange raw changes may cause the vahtt 

[ of overseas investment to rise or fill 
j issued by Schroder ... Investment 
j Management' limited. Senator House, 
1 85 Queen Victoria Street, London 
[EC4V4EI. 

| Regulated by IMRO. 
wwwaLcoJul^duoderiftit 
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COL LECT TO INVEST 


LOOSE C HANGE 




Pick up the pieces cheaply 


Sniff, sniff, if the wooden 
jigsaw puzzle In the junk 
shop smells a bit musty 
or damp, it’s good news. 
It has probably been 
preserved in an attic or 
cellar, with all its pieces 
intact. And if it is a big, 

1 ,000-piece puzzle, it is 
more likely to be intact 
than smaller ones — big 
ones were so daunting 
that they were consigned 
to the attic sooner 
rather than later. John 
Wi'«feo r picks up the 
pieces 


Now is the time to scour your 
attic for 20th century wooden 
j’ttsaw puzzles. Earlier, hand- 
sawn jigsaws have long been 
recognised as collectable an- 
tiques. But with the publication 
on y December of Turn Tyler's 
comprehensive guide. British 
Jii^aws of the Twentieth Cennay. 
the jigsaws that father and 
grandfather used to make will 
become more sought after. 

They have hitherto been a 
relatively unrecognised and un- 
dervalued collectable. The auc- 
tion market for them is narrow 
and prices are stable - for the 
same reason, odd though it 
may seem, that prices for horse- 
drawn carriages ore stable. Only 
horse riders buy carriages and 
only puzzle-doers buy puzzles. 

■Love it or loathe it, there is 
no avoiding trying to slot those 
little “necks" into the right 


holes.. Otherwise, bow will you 
know whether your charity shop 
find is intact? 

A puzzle worth £200 or 
more at auction - such os the 
rare 200-piece Great Western 
Railway’s “C.W. Locos in the 
Making" made by Chad Valley 
between 1036 and 1939 - can ■ 
drop in value by a half or two 
thirds if one or more pieces b 
missing. Without its box it 
suffers a simitar drop in value. 

Locos in the Making, show- 
ing a party nf schoolchildren ap- 
parently about to be crushed hy 
a lank engine on an uverbead 
hoist at GWR’s Swindon work- 
shop, is typical of the images 
that sell best. 

Transport is Lhc thing: ex- 
press trains, ocean liners, aero- 
planes - the sort of 
Cor-whoosh! juggernauts that 
set schoolboys' pulses racing 
before the space age. 

It is not surprising that the 
biggest auction markets for jig- 
saw puzzles ore transport 
linked. Puzzles realise their full 
“cross-over” value if sold at Ian 
Wrijghl's Sheffield Railwayana 
Auctions, at the Romsey Auc- 
tion Rooms, which sells model 
railways and vehicles, or in one 
of Bonhams' Chelsea toy sales. 

A complete GWR “Loco- 
motives in the Making" fetched 
an unusually hefty £480 at a sale 
by Sheffield Railwayana Auc- 
tions in Hendon in May. You 
would be lucky to pick one up 
for under £225, its going rate. 

But complete, good-condi- 
tion puzzles in the same GWR 
series regularly sell at auction 
for only £3D-£50. GWR may be 
the must-have of jigsaw puzzle 


collecting, but most are rela- 
tively common and most es- 
tablished puzzle collectors 
already own all but the rarest of 
the 40 or so in the series. There 
seems to be a glut of 
CrWROad Vdley's The Ro- 
mans at Caerlcon and 
Brazenose College Oxford, at 
around £30 each. 

The astute collector will ex- 
plore new territory. Why, Tor ex- 
ample, arc Pears puzzles, even 
the quint essentially Victorian 
“Bubbles" picture, still chang- 
ing hands at only £15-£3Q? 

The collector David Cooper 
cherishes his deliciously deca- 
dent Salome Dances Before 
Herod, a 600- piece puzzle pub- 
lished by Holtzapffcl in about 
1905. It sells for £50-£S(>. Its 
pieces are all of different shapes 
and it is a swine to make up. 

Apart from (hat. very little 
is known about Hnlizapffel. a 
German engineering company 
that settled in London and 
hegnn making quality jigsaws 
solely to demonstrate its super 
new jigsaw. Author Tim Tyler 
has a trade list of theirs, but the 
publisher of their prints is not 
known. 

Will more collectors spe- 
cialise in Holtzapffel, do some 
research - and push up prices? 
As a start, Mr Tyler's book 
brings to light some splendid 
Hollzapffels, including Salome 
and a Queen Cleopatra with 
edges that follow her outline. 
Many manufacturers' archives 
have been chucked into 
builders' skips. Tuck's were de- 
stroyed in the blitz. 

Mr Cooper, a builder, has a 
sideline - he is the country's 


must renowned maker of 
replica jigsaw pieces. Lend him 
the pieces surrounding the 
vacant spot and, for a fiver, he 
will cut a precise replica acid his 
wife, Vai, will paint it using 
acrylic colours. 

He uses balsa-backed ply- 
wood that is easily sanded down 
to the level of the surrounding 
pieces and shows up dearly and 
honestly on the back. U 1 restore 
the picture, not the puzzle", he 
says. The restoration of a lost 
piece or two will not restore 
more than two-thirds of the val- 
ue of a puzzle at the most. But 
at least it will look perfect. 

It is Mr Cooper who sniffs 
puzzles. The smell of newly 
sawn plywood warned him 
against buying one that a dealer 
insisted was antique. 

At Romsey Auction Rooms, 
jigsaw puzzle specialist Brian 
Lee has an antidote to the lost- 
piece problem - a number of 
knowledgeable vendors, many 
of them women, who pay as lit- 
tle as 20p for jigsaw puzzles in 
junk and charity shops and 
boot sales, assemble them, wrap 
them in cling film for display at 
auction - then watch them 
fetch £20 or £100 or £200. 

Mr Lee would not offer a 
puzzle with on expensive title 
unless it was made up. Who 
would gamble even a quarter of 
its complete value in the hope 
of finding it intact? Many col- 
lectors, be reports, simply will 
not buy incomplete puzzles. 
You can buy loose puzzles at his 
sales, including run-of-the-mill 
cardboard ones, for around £20 
for a lot of half a dozen or more. 

Cautionary tale for the im- 


Cieopatra, in a jigsaw by a German engineering company 


patient: three conscientious 
staff at Bonhams, leading Lon- 
don auctioneers in jigsaw 
puzzles, spent a total of 45 
hours assembling five boxed 
GWR puzzles - including the 
soughl-after Locos in the Mak- 
ing-before offering them in last 
month's sale. 

Locos in the Making, com- 
plete but with three pieces bro- 
ken. sold for £138, three sold for 
£39. £46 and £63 and the fifth. 
The Fishguard Army, a fishing 
scene, damaged, failed to sell. 

Tom Tyler is founder of The 
Benevolent Confraternity of Dis- 
sectologists (0J 473-723458). His 
‘British Jigsaw Puzzles of the 
Twentieth Century’ is published by 
Richard Dennis. The Old Chapel, 
Shepton Beauchamp, Somerset 


T.4190LE (01460-240044), £22. 
p&p £1. credit card callers post- 
free. David Cooper ( 01227 
742222U Romscv Auction Roans 
(01794-513331). Sheffield Rail- 
wayana Auctions ( Ian Wight 
0114-274 5085). Bonhams 
Chelsea t OH 1-393 3906). 


Tbe Sheperds FriendlySod- 
ety is offering three stars in the 
constellation Ursa Major as 
prizes in a competition. Win- 
ners wiD be able to name a star 

after themselves or anyone 
they choose. Entrants will be 
required to name the greatest 

wish they can make for the 

person after whom tlwy would 

name the star. Call 0800 
526249 for an entry form. 
Stdpton BtiDding Society is 
launching two fixed-rate 
bonds. Both will pay 73 per 
cent gross, either over one or 
two years. On the two-year 
bond, interest is paid at the 
end of vear one and at ma- 
turity. Gill 0800 446776. 
NetPEB the provider of a FT- 
SE 100 tracker fund offered on 
ihe Internet, is offering to 
waive all initial charges on in- 
vestments made before de- 
cern her 31. The PEP has 
annual charges of 035 per cenL 

Access to tbe NeiPEP website 
is on: wwwjietpcpxo.uk 
Bir mingham Midshires is 
launching a savings account, 
the Double Bonus Bond, 
which splits the investment 
between a variable rate of re- 
turn, linked to Bank of Eng- 
land base rates, and the 
FT-SE 100 share index. The 
bond pays a return of up to 


73 per cent on the variable 
half of the- investment and is 
guaranteed to match base 
rales untH January 1999. The 
stock market element guar- 
antees a minimum of 20 per 

cent, up to a maximum of 100 

per cent. Call 01902,302323.. 

_ . »■ KntMinB Sn- 


cfety is offerinffvisitois to its 
new Internet site the chance 
to win cross-Channel feny 
crossings from Dover or 
Portsmouth in a free month- 
ly prize draw. Access is on: 

wwwJeeds-hoIbeckxo.uk 

Colonial, the financial servfcss 
provider, has re-priced its 
standard term assurance 
rates. A non-smoking male 
aged 30 next birthday now 
pays £7:85 a month for 
£50,000 of cover over 25 
years, compared to £8.72 
from Allied Dunbar or £1130 
from Prudential. Call 0800 
828501. . • 

Pearl, the insurance compa- 
ny, is cutting from 6 to 4 per 
cent the initial charges on in- 
vestments into its range of 
unit trusts and PEP&, includ- 
ing its Equity Income and Eq- 
uity Growth trusts. Annual 
management charges are 13 
per cenL Call Leo Thomas or 

Ruth Weighill on 0171 
3699333. 
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robin amlot Looking for a loan on-line 


Base interest rates went up earlier this month - you 
probably noticed. However, you may not have no- 
ticed the trickle of increases in rales by various mort- 
gage lenders. Many building societies say they will 
hold their standard variable mortgage rates un- 
changed at least until the end of this year. Most of 
(he bank mortgage lenders have already put their 
mortgage rates up. 

If you want to know exactly why the Bank of Eng- 
land decided to raise interest rales, the minutes of 
the Monetary Policy Committee meeting held on 
November 5-6 will be published on December 10 
and you will be able to read them for yourself on 
the Bank's website. 

But what of mortgage rates? Who is offering the 
best deal and how long for? A new website. Money- 
net, offers an independent interactive service. 
Mortgage Finder, which lists rales, discounts, con- 
ditions and special offers from more than 80 mort- 
gage lenders. Details of mortgage rates and offers 
are updated daily. 

Using Mortgage Finder, you can review fixed rate, 
discounted, capped or variable rate mortgages, those 
offering a cashback or any mix of the above. In ad- . 
dition to interest rates; a frill breakdown is available 
for each product, highlighting relevant information 
such as early redemption penalties, any insurands 
insisted upon by the lender and any arrangement 
fees charged. 


Moneynet is a work-in-progress. The site includes 
a section on FAQs (frequently asked questions) and 
will have a mortgage calculator, which is currently 
being builL It is best viewed using Microsoft’s In- 
ternet Explorer rather than Netscape Navigator, the 
other main web browser. In future, the site aims to 
include information about conveyancers and insurers. 

While you can search fora mortgage on the world 
wide web, you still cannot yet arrange one on-line. 
However, the Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML), 
the trade body which represents lenders account- 
ing for about 98 per cent of ail the mortgages in the 
UK, is now weighing up the feasibility of mortgage 
trading being carried out electronically by inter- 
mediaries - financial advisers - still one step removed 
from consumers. 

Meanwhile, the CML has launched its own web- 
site which contains information on its members and 
provides links to lendere’ websites. It offers consumer 
information in the shape of guides to buying a home 
in England and Whies and buying a home in Scot- 
land. The site also contains a range of consumer fac- 
tsheets. press releases and statistical data on bouse 
prices and mortgage arrears. 

Though you cannot arrange a mortgage on-line, 
there is now a mortgage account that you can man- 
age on the web. It is Legal & General's Flexible Re- 
serve Mortgage, which, in early 1995, was the first 
flexible mortgage to be offered in the UK. L&G has 


launched InterPlaiu an interactive approach to man- 
aging money on the Internet and as a first step is 
offering an on-line mortgage management service. 

The Flexible Reserve Mortgage allows you to 
make extra payments, at any time, to reduce the out- 
standing mortgage and create an available reserve. 
It offers a competitive variable rate of interest, which 
L&G promises will never be more than 13 per cent 
above bank base rales. The rate is currently 7.7 per 
cent, equivalent to an APR of S.O per cent. 

Using IntecPIan you can see at a glance your out- 
standing mortgage. Statements are updated daily 
and list your last five lump sum transactions, your 
current mortgage balance and the amount available 
to you in your available reserve. You can also sub- 
mit transaction requests, arranging to make lump 
sum payments, amend or instruct an additional 
monthly payment, take a payment holiday or bor- 
row back money from your available reserve. 

There is also a personal planner calculator 
which allows you to see the effect of making mort- 
gage overpayments, borrowing from your Available 
Reserve or taking payment holidays. 

Bank of England: www.bankofengland.co.uk 
Moneynet: www.moneynetco.uk_ 

Council of Mortgage Lenders: www.cmLorg.uk 
Legal & General fnterPlan: www. legal -and-generaL 
co.uk/iplan 


Compare our rates to 
see how much you could save 


LLOYDS 

TSB 

BARCLAYS 1 

13-896 

13.8% 

15.9% 

14.9% 

16.9% 

17.9% 

16.9* 

18.9% 

20.9% 

18.8% 


20.9% 


AND QUOTE 64-403 TO APPLY OR REQUEST A FREE INFORMATION PACK 

of ljo»igtop«*J 17?n w TlwinM>num»*i^»»h— ianflOmonli lBM>«llfBulln»umra. TttiaimtanwMi. famfenn ran™ — 
36mcr«h*« E 101 21 par morth. KXd erowrt » C3JKAA6 hi Apr W*i TBS ■ Mr lean wnU bo tt07Bl^rrxrthTt£ ^ 
■raounl rcoyat*. E3*?i98 * MJX APH. *u im* ta» • bank or Un* «*oA ton «t**i msoymam *a to mSS, tadhcfJS? 
You nut bo ogwJ 18 or own nMn n ha UK ana In mcatyt d ■ ragiJir Incam, AM tom m m*pa n wmu. 

balms pupom ora Mcktiad. Wlfcm bxMfcn* mH* on racpML Oah nCapM On* Dfeaet mty b* ncwM or mcmBnea taf nourty pwpMaa. 

CapiHl (ta ts HmmrSquara, Louden, Wilt SM. — 


If you move job, 
our pension 
moves with you. 



Our pension arrangements let you change job , take a 


career break or become -^d j- employed, all without penalty. 


hourjirsi good mow? Why not call for no-fuss advice 


or information without obligation. 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for your pension. 


Please telephone quoting ref: 288D55 0345 6789 10 or talk to your Independent-Financial Adviser. 


"protection, your cell. to.Scoitl.h Widow! may be recorded or monitored afcd Information or .dele* will only be prorlded on Seortlth Widow, product., Lined by Seoul, h Widows* Fund .nd Life AMurit.ce Society. Regulated by tbe Pcrionil Inve.tment 
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Free guide to Mortgages 



Title. 


.Initials Surname. 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


Tel One STD). 


Are you a Barclays Customer? YeslH Non 
Are you a 1 st time buyer? □ Home mover □ 

The infomalDn on Sis (arm uiB be stored on compoterand used to kfenSy products V 
services which might be relevant to jonJ If yon do nr* wish to receive tutors Information 
Iram Barclays Mortgages please Mr. ft 


Direct line Rates 



| Direct Line fastaai Access Aceoonc | 

BALANCE 


£!-£*&* 

- --V-- •• • - 

£5,000-/^,999 


£10,000 -£24 .999 


jC25.anil-jC49.999 

■^wfiii^5r^3fcSao 

£ 50 . 1100 — £ 99,999 

• ■- <.vJ38B 

£ 10 UfiM+ 




] Direct Line Standard triable Mortgage Rjtte ( 

VARIABLE RATE 

~‘~fi rjjf 

APR 




mncdiiRltauiuli 


A Rajai Bm&afSn 


Sourtt: Direct Line Fttutndal Services- For farther ir^brmation about either 
of the Dirrct Line products Hard above, pi ease plume the appropria te 
number above quoting ref INOBB36 
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TOOK HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP IIP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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In some ways, the collapse 
of Japan's fourth largest 
bank shoul4;pe welcomed 


Both sides of the inflation 
versus deflation argument 
received a' fillip this week. 
Those who believe rising 
prices are thereal danger win 
have had their fears con- 
finned by die latest Bank of 
England Inflation Report 
The Labour market is tight- 
ening. with' shortages ap- 
pearing not just amongst 
skilled workers. Those un- 
fortunate -employees of 
Yamaichi should have little 
difficulty in finding new em- 
ployment in the Square Mile. 

The co llapse of Yamaich i 

— and more importantly the 
problems fiidng South Korea 

— must add weight to those 
who argue that deflation re- 
mains the dominant threat 
The delay to Hyundai's £3 bn 
semiconductor project in 
Scotland is just one example 
of how the problems afflict- 
ing the Tigers may have 
knock-on effects. Analysts 
have downgraded their 
growth forecasts sharply. The 
restrictions accompanying the 
IMF rescue package in South 
Korea will not help either. 

But there is comfort to be 
gained from news emanating 
from the Orient- The relative 
calm with which markets 
greeted the news of the col- 
lapse of Japan's fourth 
largest stockbroker is en- 
couraging. At the very least 
rt shows confidence in the au- 
thorities' ability to manage 
the situation. Indeed, in 
some ways the collapse 
should be welcomed. Not so 
many years ago such a major 
financial problem might have 
been swept under the carpet 

Yamaichi is the third 
Japanese financial institu- 
tion to fold in as many weeks. 


Interestingly all were based 
on the same street in Tbkyo, 
now not surprisingly nick- 
named Tbsan-Dori, or Bank- 
ruptcy Row. No doubt other 
brokeraaharing this address 
are even now looking for al- 
ternative premises. 

Back home there are a 
few brokers who are none too 
pleased with the Stock Ex- 
change. Problems remain 
with the electronic order 
book, which is still failing to 
achieve the penetration into 
. share trading o riginally en- 
visaged. Prices during the 
first hour of trading remain 
unreliable, but this is when 
the bulk of execution-only 
business is transacted. 

The prices struck for these 
trades can be as much as 15 per 
cent adrift from those that ap- 
ply once the market has set- 
tled down. The Exchange 
toyed with the idea of allows 
ing a delay before these orders 
were carried out, but has aban- 
doned these plans, preferring 
to recommend the adaption of 
price hunts instead. 

Execution-only brokers 
considered this unsatisfac- 
tory. Educating clients to use 
timfts sensibly will add to their 
costs and risks remain that or- 
ders will not be carried out, or 
more than ooe attempt will be 
made to transact what should 
otherwise be simple business. 

With a number of traders 
now curtailing their link with 
the electronic order book to 
avoid highly volatile periods 
at the be ginning and end of 
the day, both prices and index 
levels cannot be relied upon. 


Brian Ibra is chairman of 
Grrig Middleton's investment 
strategy committee 
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Instead of charging you up to 1% 
every year like some PEPs, the Rose Tracker 
offers one of the lowest annual manage- 
ment fees on the market at just 0.3%. 

Ir’s the latest offer from Invest On-line, 
the direct investment arm of one of 
the UK’s leading insurance companies, 
Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the Rose 
Tracker PEP spreads your investment over 
the whole FTSE All-Share Index, not just 
the top 100, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing in the Rose 
Tracker PEP either as a tegular saver from 
as little as £50 each month oc with a 
lump sum of £1000 or more. 

Even if you already have a PEP it is 
very easy to transfer your funds to the 
Rose Tracker PEP. 

For your free guide to investing in 
the Rose Tracker PEP, and full written 
rertns and conditions, call free now on 
0500 100 333 or clip the coupon below. 
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
will be happy to answer any . questions 
you may have. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 

THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON 


0500 1 00333 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am-1Qpm 


Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, Reading, Berkshire RG10 92Z. 
I Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Forename - Surname. 

Postcode .Telephone 
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Unlimited number of withdrawals. 

For high interest and high standards of service, it has to be 
Legal & General’s postal instant access account. It’s called the 
Direct Access Account and you can start saving with just 
£2,500. And whatever you save you'll earn an attractive rate - 
which could be as much as 7.2% gross interest per annum. 
A monthly interest option is 
also available on balances of 
£5.000 and over - up to 6.95% 
gross p.a. And what’s more, you 
can gain instant access to your 
money, by post or by phone. So 
if you want to earn an attractive 
rate of interest with instant access, call us free on the number 
below. Our friendly staff will be happy ro help you. 
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A few years ago, ihc big craze ai 
Christmas was to make a present of 
a Rubik’s Cube. This year, a wise pre- 
sent for the canny stock market in- 
vestor might well be a crash course 
in what market aficionados know as 
“Tobin’s q". I am grateful to Andrew 
Smi there, chairman of the investment 
consultancy firm of Smi there & Co, 
for a fascinating insight into this im- 
probably named tool for evaluating 
the state of the world's stock markets. 

If you don’t know what Tobin’s q 
ratio is, the chances arc that you are 
not alone. But he warned — ft is im- 
portant; and it is not for the f aim- 
hearted. For the message that it is 
transmitting today is uncompromis- 
ingly one of warning about the risks 
in the markets at their current levels. 

Tobin’s q ratio is the invention of 
a distinguished American economist 
by the name of James Tbbio, who won 
the Nobd Prize in 1981 for his pio- 
neering work In a number of eco- 
nomic subjects, of which the stock 
market was just one. He was inter- 
ested in the economic behaviour of 
the stock market and its relationship 
with the real economy. 

One of his great insights was to sec 
that you could use aggregate national 
income statistics to take the tem- 
perature, as it were, of the slock mar- 


ket at any point in time. By compar- 
ing the replacement cost value of the 
corporate sector’s assets with the val- 
ue of the stock market at the same 
moment, you can derive an overall 
sense of how far the market is devi- 
ating from its fundamental value. 

This relationship is the famous q 
ratio. In effect, it is the reading on the 
stock market's thermometer. It tells 
us whether the market is running hot 
or cold at any time -and by how far. 
Not for nothing does the Federal Re- 
serve in the United States use a very 
similar measure to try and judge 
whether the stock market is over- 
heating or not. 

It is, let us be dear, a theoretical 
construct developed by a man who de- 
scribed himself, openly and with 
pride, as “an ivory lower economist”. 
It tells us nothing about what the mar- 
ket is going to do tomorrow. But what 
it does tell us is where the current lev- 
el ofthe markets is in relationship to 
the long run historical average to 
which it must over lime revert. 

In the words of Andrew Smithers, 
who has done more than anyone to 
bring the concept to the attention of 
the City’s fund management com- 
munity, it is not strictly speaking a val- 
uation tool at all, but a measure of 
the risk in the market at any lime. TTie 


higher the ratio stanch, the greater the 
risk that the markets will soon fell 
bock to their historical average levels 
and beyond. 

What worries the aficionados of 
Tobin's q is that the ratio is now stand- 
ing at levels in both the United 
States and the UK which are as high 
as they have ever been in the past The 
chart shows how the ratio has moved 
over the years since the start of the 
great bull market of the 1920s. (The 
pre-war data is the result of some out- 
standing historical detective work by 
a British economist, Stephen Wright 
of Cambridge University). The mes- 
sage is about as dear os it could be: 
until this month's in the mar- 

kets, prompted by the unfolding 
financial crisis in the Asian region, 
both Ibe UK and US markets were 
standing at dangerously high levels. 

Andrew Smithers himself has no 
doubt what message investors should 
read into the chart's findings. Rather 
like Cassandra, he has been trying to 
sound the alarm for more than 18 
months. In September 1996, he cal- 
culated that the UK market was 
“dangerously overpriced” at around 
1.7 to 2.0 times its long-run historical 
average. The US market was even 
more overvalued on the same 
measure. 


Yet since then the markets have 
continued to be strong, demonstrat- 
ing that the ratio is indeed a measure 
of risk, not of the market's short term 
direction. The q ratio now is higher 
stilL Does the market's strength in- 
validate the theory that lies behind 
Tobin’s q? No. it merely emphasises 
that share s are volatile and more risky 
than other types of asset, which is pre- 
cisely why they provide higher returns 
over long periods of time. 

Bui what you can say - and Mr 
Smithers does, to who aD who will 
listen - is that the further you look 
ahead, the higher the probability that 
returns from equities wffl now be poor 
or negative. He has a telling table 
which chronicles how share prices 
have performed in the five years after 
the q ratio has peaked in the poSL The 
simple answer is: they go down. The 
minimum the q ratio has fallen in the 
past after a peak has been 46. per ccnL 
The average fed from peak to trough 
has been 63 per cent. 

The implication is that the US ami 
UK stock markets are both beading 
for a substantia] fell at some point in 
the next five years. This will be a 
familiar message lo readers of this col- 
umn, but this lime at least you don't 
have to lake my won! for iL “Professor 
Tobin received a Nobd prize for his 
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work and the US market may thus be 
said to be taking a $3 trillion bet that 
he should return his Laurels," Mr 
Smithers commented last year, 
adding, “I expect him Lo be justified 
in keeping them." The markets are 


still making that bet, on both sides of 
the Atlantic, and making lots of 
money as a result of defying Mr 
Smithers’ warnings, as he himself 
cheerfully admits. But then Cassan- 
dra never expected lo be heard either. 



UNDERSTANDING THE 
STOCK MARKET 


Growth stocks are Lhe shares of 
companies able Lo increase [heir 
earnings per share al a greater 
rate than overage. Shares in such 
companies can be one of Lhe 
most rewarding of stock market 
investments, with shareholders 
securing significant capital gains 
in the long term as earnings per 
share and share price are um- 
bifically linked. 

Bantings per share is a 
straightforward concept. It is 
simply the after-tax profits di- 
vided by the number of shares 
issued. If a company manages 
to sustain an annual 15 percent 
growth, it would double earn- 
ings over a five-year period. 

Naturally, investors are in- 
terested in the future as opposed 
to the pasL Optimistic views in 
the chairman's statement found 
to the most recent annual ac- 
counts point to history repeating 
itself. Another good sign'is the 
company’s policy towards divi- 
dends. A record of an increasing 
rate of dividend is good, but a fell 
in the rate of increase or simply 
maintaining the previous level 
can be a warning signaL 

While a company's above- 
average progress is an indica- 
tion of good management, it 
also suggests it has a strong 
competitive advantage which 
makes it difficult for others to 
improve on or copy. 

Companies with brand 
names that have long been 
household names are in a strong 


position to grow. Similarly com- 
panies which have patents on 
products in great demand can 
earn shareholders a fortune. 

Companies’ published ac- 
counts offer invaluable infor- 
mation. Increasing profits need 
to be reflected in growing cash 
balances, not in higher stock 
levels or fixed assets. 

Check that the net operat- 
ing cash flow is al least the same 
as, but preferably more than, 
tbe net operating profits. Tru- 
ly great growth stocks also have 
little or no balance sheet debt 
Seek companies whose debt is 
less than 50 per cent of net 
assets. 

The engine that drives a 
company’s share price is earn- 
ings. One of the leading in- 
vestment yardsticks is the 
price/earnings (p/e) ratio. It is 
the company’s share price di- 
vided by its after-tax earnings 
per share. In other words is the 
number of years’ earnings 
needed to equal the current 
share price. 

Investors wili pay more for a 
share if they think a company’s 
earnings are going to rise quick- 
ly. Essentially the ratio reveals 
bow highly investors value a 
company’s prospectivteamings. 

Generally, a high pfe denotes 
a growth company, whDe a low 
p/e ratio is a sign of inertia and 
risk. The p/e is shown daily on 
The Independent's Shares page. 

-John Andrew 


Don’t be shy of 
retiring. Boost your 
company pension now. 


No matter when you plan to retire you wiS want- to be able 
to enjoy life. Bur will jour company pension allow you to. do all 
that you would Eke? 

To receive the maximum pension available you would 
typically have to be part of the same company pension scheme 
for 40 years. Moreover, if yoa have changed your job, even once, 
it could dramatically reduce your pension. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions Scheme can help 
make up tbe difference so that you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have more rime to do so. 

You are eGgide fbrtHx relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will depend 
(Ki individual djcumstances and current legislation can change in 
the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to third 
parties for tbe introduction of new business, so please contact us 
direct. 

If you won Id Kke more in formation by post and by telephone 
call us on (0990) 384858, or return tbe coupon bekjw. 

www.equitablexo.uk 

IofocmatioiVacivice wiH only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by tbe Pttsccnl Investment Authority 
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£20 A MONTH 
Will. GO A LOT 
FURTHER THAN 
YOU THINK. 


If you put ^20 a month into an 
ordinary savings account, how far will 
it go? 

Open a monthly savings plan in 
a tax-free Perpetual PEP and you give 
your money the opportunity to really 
start to go places. It will be invested 
in a broad selection of shares by a 
fund manager aiming to achieve a 
healthy return on your investment. 

You can invest in any of our 
PEP funds — so your savings could be 
invested in shares in the UK or in 
places as far afield as America, Europe, 
or even the Far East. Not bad going 
on as little as £20 a month. 


UK SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
vs PERPETUAL PEP GROWTH FUND 

rElACEt ON AN INVESTMENT OF iTC- F = n MONTH OVER S YEARS TO ! I 1 


£1,276 


UK Savings 
2500+ 
Investment 
Account 


£1,507 


Perpetual 

PEP 

Growth 

Fund 


Better still, the return from a 
PEP is completely tax- free.. .so any 
gain you make is untouched by 
the Inland Revenue. 

Perpetual has 
one of the most 


'juMMFsJnt 





Perpetual 


successful investment records in the 
country. Our fund management team 
has won more than sixty investment 
industry awards over the last three years 
alone. Today, over 500,000 people 
invest in a. Perpetual PEP with more 
than 1,000 new investors 
joining them 
every week. 


free 

the 


Apply today, and it could 
do wonders for your savings. 

For more information on our 
PEP Monthly Savings Plan, talk 
to your Independent Financial 
Adviser or phone our Investor 
Support Unit on 01491 416123. 

Alternatively, call our 24- 
hour Literature Request Line 
on 0500 417417, or simply fill in 
coupon. 


Tb: Pcrpenul Portfolio Management Limited, PO Boot 131. 
Perpetual House. 47-49 Station Road. Henley-on -Thames. Own. 
RG9 1AF. Please send me further details on Perpetual’s PEP 
Monthly Saving, Plan. Important: IW p™, dead. 
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Owned by the customers. It’s still a winning strategy 
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The customer is king: Nationwide, along with the other building societies that have stayed mutual, has to ‘retain the loyalty of its savers and borrowers and compete head-on with aH comers in the financial world Tony Buckingham 


The building societies, the 
mutual insurers, the Co-op ... 
mutual societies have a long and 
distinguished history. But what 
sort of future do they have now 
that some of the biggest have 
converted to pic status? Tony Lyons 
introduces a two-page survey 
showing why the surviving 
mutuals believe they still have a 
lot to offer 


Mutual societies have been an established 
part of the financial scene for over two cen- 
turies. Not listed on any stock exchange, 
and owned entirely by members, they had 
a cosy existence for most of the time. 

There are different types of mutual so- 
cieties. These range from the Co-opera- 
tive Society to building societies owned by 
their saving and borrowing members, 
plus life offices owned by with-profits pol- 
icyholders. 

Many mutuals were formed originally 
by local worthies to provide local benefits 
and financial assistance to members, 
whether to provide housing in the case of 
building societies or life cover by the in- 


surers. They had no outside shareholders 
to demand a return on capital invested. 

The past couple of years have seen the 
existence of mutuals under challenge. As 
the banks in particular have Sought to in- 
crease their product range, offering under 
one roof all the financial services that their 
customers want, new entrants have 
emerged in their more traditional markets 
in the shape of direct providers and su- 
permarkets. 

Who would have thought, barely a few 
years ago, that one might be able to buy 
investments or pensions at Marks & 
Spencer, that Richard Branson's Virgin op- 
eration would become a significant force 


in savings and mortgages, or that the some 
of best instant savings deals would come 
from Tfcsco and Salisbury's. 

In order to compete in what they see 
as a much bigger marketplace, some of the 
largest mutuals have chang ed to pic sta- 
tus, enriching their members in the 
process. Abbey National was the Gist in 
the queue nearly a decade ago. The re- 
cession slowed the process, however. In the 
last couple of years Abbey has been 
joined by several large rivals including Hal- 
ifax, Alliance & Leicester and Woolwich. 
They believed that by having a stock mar- 
ket listing they could diversify while at the 
same time shareholder pressure would in- 


crease returns by enabling them to become 
more efficient 

Ail this has led to wild speculation as 
money flooded into potential demutalisers, 
especially building societies, in the hope of 
making windfall gains. This dramatically 
slowed down after many of the beleaguered 
societies raised their minimum deposit rates 
for becoming a member from £1 to £1,000 
or more. The Government is also coming 
to their aid by changing the rules so that 
at least half the members have to vote on 
ary change in mutual status. 

As it is, the recent stock market flota- 
tions, induding that of the insurer Norwich 
Union, together with a number of take- 


overs. including Bristol & West, National 
& Provincial, and Scottish Amicable, have 
put more than £30bn into the pockets of 
their former members, equal to some 
£1,700 for every adult in the country. 

The increased competition from pro- 
prietary companies with their outside 
shareholders has made the committed mu- 
tuals, and their near cousins the provident 
societies, sit up and take stock. Gone is 
the former complacency. Now they are 
striving not only to retain the loyalty of their 
existing members but also to compete head 
on with all comers, as this survey seeks to 
show. The evidence shows that they are 
winning the debate. 
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rhe dust has settled but the war goes on 


utuaj societies have 
sen living in abnormal 
arket conditions over 
e past couple of years, 
lilding societies in 
irticutar have seen 
ives of speculative 
flows from customers 
♦ping for conversions or 
keovers. But, as Vernon 
tikes writes, the mutuals 
e fighting back. 

ie windfall fever has now 
dined. The recent decision 
Helen Liddell, Treasury Sect- 
ary. that at least half the 
.■tubers of a society must 
tc on any question of demu- 
ilisation has put a damper on 
variation. 

While the spate of conver- 
•ns has diminished, the ar- 
ment for and against 
duality continues to rage 
, with each side highlighting 
respective benefits. 

John Caine, director of oor- 

rate affairs at Alliance & 
icester, is particularly criti- 
of his mutual competitors, 
iming that they have double 
mdards and inherent 
ifficfencies. 

He says: “The first mutual 
s formed in a Birmingham 
b in 1781 by teachers and 
rics, people with a common 
nd. How then can a sodety 
h an objective to aid raem- 
rs be extended to include a 
llion or more people from all 
iks of life? Just look at the 
inges and product available 
the customer now compared 
ii years ago.” 

He is particularly critical of 
itionwide, the biggest rc- 
lining building society, after 
s summer's vote when a 
mp of members tried to join 
: board so as to force it to de- 
i realise. John Caine claims 


members were not given a real 
choice in their future. “Some- 
thing like 350,000 people voted 
for a freelance butler to be on 
the board at the Nationwide. If 
the vote had been the option to 
convert or not. I guarantee 
many more would have voted 
to convert." 

As for whether the societies 
offer the best deals. Mr Caine 
cites a recent survey in Your 
Mortgage magazine of 46 lead- 
ing mortgage lenders, where 
Nationwide ranked 45th most 
expensive for the cost of a 
£30.001 mortgage between Au- 
gust 1992 and July, 1997. He 
states that this is proof that 
mutuals are not always offering 
the best deals. Indeed, Al- 
liance & Leicester, which con- 
verted to a publicly owned 
early this year, was the cheap- 
est lender over that period. 

Such surveys are offered to 
counter the battle cry that a 
mutual always offers the best 
deaL Yet, as with many such sur- 
veys, they do not always tell the 
whole truth. The early to mid- 
1990s was a period in which 
many societies felt no need to 
compete seriously in defence of 
mutuality. 

Hence, deals on offer re- 
mained broadly the same across 
both banks and building soci- 
eties. Over the past two years 
that has changed and it is likely 
- assuming present conditions 
■ still apply in two or three years’ 
time - that mutuals will then be 
trouncing their banking rivals. 

Ken Culley, chief executive 
of Hartman Building Sodety 
and chairman of the Metro- 
politan Association of Building 
Societies, argues: “As a mutual, 
we do not have to pay dividends 
or maximise profits for the 
sake of institutional share- 
holders. This is unlike a pic." 

Port man and other building 
societies have launched loyalty 
programmes for their members. 


Pay-backs are given in the 
forms of bonuses to long- 
standing borrowers and savers, 
depending on profits made. 

Looking at life assurance, 
the leading mutuals such as 
Scottish Widows, Standard 
Life, Friends Provident and 
Equitable Life, have had a 
long record of being amongst 
the top performers for long- 
term-with profits endowment 
and pension policies. Not hav- 
ing to pay dividends to outside 
shareholders means that the 
members get the benefits. 

The mutual financial service 
providers are using their capi- 
tal structure and competitive 
strengths to try and convince 
customers that they provide the 
best deals in the marketplace, 
in terms of products, pricing 
and service standards. 

These new strategies have 
had an especially dramatic im- 
pact in the highly competitive 
mortgage market. In 1996, 
building societies committed to 
their mutual status took a 
greater share of net mortgage 
lending than banks, converting 
mutuals and specialist 
providers combined. 

A similar picture has 
emerged this year, with mutuals 
capturing a far bigger slice of 
business than they would seem 
to be entitled to. Of course, some 
of this is down to the expecta- 
tions of many new members, 
particularly savers, that in the 
event of a future society flota- 
tion, they stand to gain from an- 
other free share bonanza. 

None of this implies that the 
mutuals can afford to rest on 
their laurels. Some of the their 
largest competitors in mort- 
gage, banking and insurance are' 
looking to expand by means of 
mergers and acquisitions. Many 
new entrants, such as the su- 
permarket giants, are coming 
on the scene. There is a con- 
tinuing trend by the large in- 


stitutions to offer an ever- 
widening range of products 
under one roof 

These developments are in- 
creasing competitive pressure 
and it is far from dear what the 
fina l shape of the fin an dal ser- 
vices industry will be in a few 
years time. As a consequence 
everyone is tiying to beef up 
their quality of service they of- 
fer customers, engaging spe- 
cialist marketing consultancies 
to assist them. 

Peter Rufus, director at The 
Red Partnership, just such an 
agency, says: “There is contin- 
ual pressure to earn more rev- 
enue from existing customers. 
But revenue will only come 
from understanding the chang- 
ing needs of customers. 

“This means building rela- 
tionships based on the way that 
customer wants to be served. 
The days when a prospective 
customer approached a bank or 
building society with cap m 
hand are a distant memory. 
The customer s now king." 

Chris Holland, Bradford & 
Bingiey’s corporate affairs man- 
ager, admits that the mutuals oc- 
casionally get things wrong. 
But he adds: “Such instances are 
often outweighed by improving 
standards and a positive effort 
to learn from errors.” 

The importance of max- 
imising customer satisfaction is 
recognised, especially when this 
can lead to new purchases. “A 
satisfied customer who buys 
additional services leads to bet- 
ter profits," says Mr Holland. 

However, the future of the 
mutuals is in the hands of their 
savers and borrowers, who are 
demanding ever better service 
and products at prices that 
represent solid value. After 
all, without any obvious bene- 
fits, membership of a mutual 
society may feel no different to 
being a customer in a publicly- 
listed bank. 


Worth checking out in the 
age of supermarket savings 


It used to be easy. If you 
wanted a mortgage or 
savings account you 
went to a building 
society, if you needed a 
bank account you went 
to a bank and if you 
wanted groceries you 
visited a supermarket. 
Nowadays, they all offer 
mortgages and savings 
accounts. The building 
societies argue they still 
provide the best deals, 
but is this true? Abigail 
Montrose investigates. 


Fallowing the recent spate of 
building society conversions, 
there arc now just 71 left in 
business in the UK, with 
over 10 milli on members be- 
tween them. The societies ar- 
gue that they offer belter 
value over the long-term 
than other savings and mort- 
gage proriders because they 
only have their members' 
interests at heart In contrast 
the mutuals claim, public 
companies, sudi as the banks 
and former building soci- 
eties . put shareholder' in- 
terests before those of their 
customers. 

Alan Oliver, spokesman 
for the largest building soci- 
ety, Nationwide, says: "We 
don't have to pay dividends 
or put shareholders' interests 
first We can focus on our 
customers in everything wc 
do. passing on the benefits of 
better mortgage and savings 
rates to them," Fine words. 


but does tbc rhetoric stand 
up to the foots? 

A recent survey by the 
Consumers' Association 
looked at the savings and 
mortgage rates offered 
throughout 1996 by the five 
largest remaining building 
societies - Nationwide, 
Bradford & Bingley. Bri- 
tannia, Birmingham Mid- 
shires and Yorkshire. These 
were compared with five 
which had announced their 
decision to convert into 
banks - Halifax, Woolwich, 
Alliance & Leicester, North- 
ern Rock and Bristol & 
West. 

Those which became 
banks charged mortgage bor- 
rowers an average variable 
interest rate of 6.75 per cent 
during 19% - 0J percentage 
points more than the pro- 
mutual building societies. A 
typical £50,000 loan would 
cost about £8-£9 a month 
more with a bank than a 
building society. 

Savers with the converting 
societies also lost out, re- 
ceiving an average of 4.41 per 
cent gross interest on their 
savings, compared to 4.8 per 
cent that the mutuals were 
paying. On a £5,000 deposit, 
the mutuals win out by £1920 
a year on average. 

The converting societies 
may have been able to get 
away with poorer rates as 
they forced members to 
remain with them in order 
to receive their cash wind- 
falls. 

But figures from the Build- 
ing Societies Association show 
that on average banks regu- 
larly charge more for mort- 
gage loans than building 


soerctius. In September, for ex- 
ample, the average standard 

variable rate mortgage from 
abank was 8.45 per rent, while 
the average building society 
charged a lower 8. 13 per cent. 

Further evidence of this 
trend comes from Money- 
Facts, a provider of interest 
rate data. It looked at how 
much interest the top 30 
mortgage lenders charged cm 
a £50.000 standard variable 
rate mortgage in the 12 
months to the end of June 
1997. 

Tile seven cheapest deals 
were all offered by building 
societies. Yorkshire Building 
Society, for example, 
charged £299.9] less that 
year than Bank of Ireland 
Mortgages charged for the 
same mortgage. 

But the building-societies 
also now compete with direct 
sellers such as Direct Line 
and Virgin Direcl and new 
telephone bunks such as 
Scottish Widows Bank and 
Sainsbur/s Bank, which cur- 
rently offer some of the low- 
est standard mortgages on 
the market. 

To try and stop these new 
mortgage providers cutting in 
on their share of the market, 
a number of hu tiding .soci- 
eties have introduced special 
deals. For example, Bradford 
& Bingley, in common with 
some smaller, regional soci- 
eties, offers reduced standard 
variable mortgage rates to 
long-term borrowers. 

Britannia Building Soci- 
ety has a members' loyalty 
bonus scheme, which pays 
out an annual bonus to mem- 
bers depending on its annu- 
al profits. 


Nationwide has given 
back jWrjQm in total to mem- 
bers in the form of better 
mortgage and savings rates. 
Its standard variable mort- 
gage rate is presently 8.1 
percent and it has promised 
not ui raise this before 
Christmas. 

The savings market is 
just as competitive as that 
for mortgages. The new 
banks set up by supermar- 
kets and insurance compa- 
nies such as Prudential 
Banking. Legal & General 
Bank, Scottish Widows 
Bank, Sun Banking Corpo- 
ration and Sitiasbury’s 
offer some impressive rates, 
especially lor instant access 
and postal accounts. 

Nationwide argues, how- 
ever, that often these new 
banks will only offer one or 
Wo types of savings account, 
whereas building societies 
typically offer a much wider 
range. 

A quick look at the best 
buy tables shows building 
* Pieties frequently offer the 
best deals on long-term sav- 
ings accounts such as fixed- 
rate accounts, reg ular savings 
accounts, Tessas and bonds. 

In the future, it remains 
to be seen how many build- 
fog societies will be able to 
niajniain their mutual status. 
Members may yet be se- 
duced by promises of large 
windfalls and seek to convert 
ihcir societies into banks. 

In the meantime, they 

putting up a fight to ce- 
titfo their members, forcing 
other financial institutions ti i 
offer attractive rates to both 
savers and borrowers. Lone 
may this last. 
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A fight for your 
life insurance 


The debate about the benefits of 
mutuality has concentrated on the 
building societies, but the battle to 

defend the benefits of collective 

membership is being fought just as 
hard in the insurance industry, as 
Sffnon Read reports. 

Why go to a mutual organisation to buy 
life assurance? “Mutuals often produce bet- 
ter payouts for their policyhoiderc." arcucs 
David Mott of the Co-operative Insurance 
Society. 

Duncan MacKechnie, chief executive at 
Direct Line Life, disagrees. “The life in- 
surance marketplace is ripe for change and 
the position of strength enjoyed by the 
mutuals for u long time is now being suc- 
cessfully challenged by newcomers such as 
Direct Line," he says. 

Jr's obvious on which side of the fence 
these two sit. Mutual life offices extol the 
virtues of traditional mutuality while direct 
insurers and banks point to speed of ser- 
vice or ease of buying a policy. “We are 
proving that life insurance need not he a 
complicated, time-consuming purchase 
involving huge commissions paid to 'in- 
termediaries," says Mr MacKechnie. 

The Direct Line concept is straight- 
forward, selling simple life assurance at 
competitive rates over the phone. “More 


and more customers are coming to us be- 
cause of ihe simplicity and ease of buying 
over the phone in minutes, at times that 
sun their lifestyle,” says Mr MacKechnie. 
“The efficiency of our operations, plus the 
lack of commissions, means that our cus- 
tomers can often save as much as SO per 
cent on their premiums.” 

So cost-savings and convenience arc 
promised. How can the mutuals match up? 

“Our charges are low and the whole of 
our life surplus goes to life policyholders 
in the form of bonuses,” says Mr Mott. “But 
also part of the co-operative philosophy is 
providing the best service we can. Our soles 
force is one of the best (rained in the in- 
dustry. Wc can visit and advise customers 
in the comfort of their own homes.” 

An example of where mutuality is still 
a key pan of Ihe business is the friendly 
societies, which offer a range of savings and 
life assurance-linked products. 

They receive generous lax advantages 
and their very mutuality means the soci- 
eties can deliver better value for money, 
according to Nigel Brmn, chief executive 
of Homeowners Friendly Society. “Because 
we do noi have to provide a return to share- 
holders, we only need to look after our 
members,“ he says. “This, of course, only 
works if we do not over-price our products." 
While some friendly societies are renowned 
for the heavy charges they levy on their 
products, they argue this is the price paid 



for not insisting on very high contribution 
levels into their policies. 

Mutuality is at risk from the so-called 
carpetbaggers, who have swept through 
building societies and insurance companies 
in search of easy profits by forcing the or- 
ganisations to become public companies. 
The resultant share handout has given bil- 
lions of pounds in free shares to members 
of the former mutual companies. 

Could the same thing happen to friend- 
ly societies? Mr Brinn thinks not. "We're 
not prone to carpetbaggers in the same way 
that building societies are.” he says. “Part- 
ly because friendly societies have not, in gen- 
eral, built up large reserves and partly 


because our tax advantages would go upon 
losing the status of a friendly society." 

Despite the mutuals’ claims, Richard 
Rogers, an independent financial adviser 
with Roy King Insurance and Financial Ser- 
vices in Cornwall, thinks that when it comes 
to considering life assurance, mutuality is 
not the key issue. 

“Despite the army of heme service sales- 
men from the Pru, Pearl, Liverpool Vic- 
toria and so on, and more recently the 
advent of the bancassurers, the public re- 
mains woefully under-insured,” be says. 
“Premium rates for pure life assurance have 
come down considerably in recent yeais and 
anyone with such policies should be shop- 


ping around for cheaper cover in just the 
same way as they would for their car in- 
surance.” 

Effectively, when it comes to buying son-' 
pie term assurance, which only pays a ben- 
efit in case of death, you should simply 
choose on price irrespective of the status 
of the life assurer. 

When it comes to investment-based 
policies, however, it is essential to look 
closely at the investment element. “With- 
profits plans have been the traditional way 
to combine saving? with life assurance," says 
Mr Rogers. “Mutual companies have con- 
sistently figured among the top perform- 
ers as they an e able to return all their profits 


A case *»r treatment; The 
private health providers 
have found It hard to sign 
up new customers despite 
die lengthy NHS queues 


to their policyholders. Proprietary com- 
panies need to make dividend payments 
to their shareholdera. 

“At present however, we are seeing some 

mutual life assurance offices losing their 
status as they are taken over by banks or 
other insurers, or turn themselves mtopio- 
nnetary companies- There are probably too 
many companies competing and farther 
mergers seem inevitable, in much the 
same way as the number of building soci- 
eties has contracted over recent years. 

Ch oo sing between mutuals and non- 
mutuals, therefore, comes down to the type 
of product you’re seeking. If youare not 
looking for an investment, just life cover, 
then the cheapest policies can often come 
from a non-mutuaL 

But for a significant cash payout at the 
end of a fixed period, youTl need to con- 
sider a much more expensive with-profits 
endowment policy or equity-Unked life as- 
surance. Here charges vaiy greatly among 
the companies and they will have a big 
impact on the eventual maturity value of 
investment products, so they need to -be 
looked at closely. 

An independent financial adviser will 
have to know what the dtaiges are and what 
past mvestment returns have been with 
most companies, and will be able to guide 
you to the right policy. But as a general rule 
of thumb, the best returns at maturity are 
generally given by the mutuals. 



The multi-billion pound medical insurance sector is under the weather 


K mutual societies appear to have 
fallen victim to the conversion fad 
in the banking and life insurance 
sectors, their cousins the 
provident associations continue to 
dominate the multi-billion pound 
private medical insurance (PMI) 
market. Richard Shackleton reports 
on this relatively unknown sector. 


Despite a mixed outlook for the industry, 
provident associations have been the back- 
bone of PMI provision in the UK. Three 
of the four largest companies are providenis. 

Nonprofit making and gpveroed by char- 
ter. presidents have been around for a long 


time. Most were formed in the early years 
of this century, before the formation of the 
National Health Service, to provide health 
care for their members. Fees for doctors and 
hospital treatment came out of the mem- 
bers' subscriptions. WPA. for example, can 
trace its origins back to the 1901 Reading 
District Works People’s Hospital Fund. 

Because of their history, the provi dents 
have boards of governors appointed by 
technical members, including experts from 
the medical profession, unlike the mutuals, 
which are owned by their depositors or 
policyholders. This unique structure insu- 
lates them from shareholder pressure. They 
can take a long-term view at a time when 
the once booming market for PMI has been 
experiencing a protracted slowdown. 

Despite lengthening queues for NHS 


treatment, our readiness to sign up with 
private health providers remains at re- 
markably low levels. Since 1990, the num- 
ber of people covered by PMI has been 
stuck at around 1 1 per cent of the popu- 
lation. For the last 17 years, the annual 
growth rate in those choosing to insure their 
healthcare outside the NHS has barefy av- 
eraged 3 per cent per annum - almost in- 
significant in underwriting terms. Even 
sweeteners from the last Conservative 
government in the shape of tax breaks for 
the elderly did little to improve its 
popularity. 

With the removal of tax allowances for 
PMI for the over-60s by the new Govern- 
ment, up to 100,000 people are estimated 
to have cancelled their policies, leaving in- 
surers casting around for new buyers. 


“Much of the current PMI marketing 
strategy is centred on poaching each others’ 
clients,” says William Laing of independent 
healthcare analysts Laing & Buisscm. The 
result has been serious oversupply of pri- 
vate medical provision, loo many private 
hospitals, most with occupancies below SO 
per cent, are chasing too few patients. 

In addition, es calatin g costs associated 
with improved surgical techniques and su- 
perior drugs have driven the total value of 
claims ever higher, forcing private medical 
insurers into sharply rising premiums. 
These increases have not only been way 
above the rate of inflation, but above the 
ingease in NHS spending, and significantly 
above even the rise in average earnings, ac- 
cording to last year’s report from the Office 
of Fair Trading. 


“Any product whose price goes up 
faster than average earnings over a tong 
period plainly faces problems,” John 
Bridgeman, the OFTs director-general 
then recorded. “It w01 become less and less 
affordable." 

The inevitable result has been to fur- 
ther deter potential customers. Yet per- 
versely, the supply of PMI continues to 
expand. New entrants, including general 
insurers and banks, have made the mar- 
ket more competitive. William Laing says 
most of the new arrivals see PMI as either 
away of filling a gap in their current prod- 
uct portfolio or have deep-enough pockets 
to see them through to predicted better 
times ahead. 

In reply, the providentshave pioneered 
strategies aimed at restraining costs and 


rationalising the number of players in the 
sector. 

The two largest insurers, Bupa and PPP 
Healthcare, have reduced consumer choice 
by adopting “preferred providers” that lim- 
it subscribers to a network of. about 150- 
170 hospitals. The result should be higher 
volumes in fewer hospitals and, as a result, 
lower prices and premiums. 

Longer term, the number erf PMI in- 
surers will reduce. PPP Healthcare is ex- 
pected to be acquired by CxE Coital as part 
of the US giant’s assault on the UK mar- 
ket. The recently floated Halifax is also 
known to be on the lookout to make ac- 
quisitions in the sector. But in the mean- 
time, the growth' in the number of 
companies in this sector acts as a weak 
brake on rising prices. 
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Our new 
Credit Card qiues 
you unique 
photo security. 
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and a 9.99% rpr 
Introductory rate 



Having your photo 
on this new Liverpool Victoria 
Credit Card gives you i valuable, 
extra safeguard against fraud, as well 
as useful ID. 

And you could also save money 
with an introductory offer and no 
annua] fee. You even have a choice 
of designs! 

Call now for details, or post the 
coupon. 

• 9.99% APR* introductory ate 
when you transfer the habnee from 
your existing cards 

• Earn savings on your Liverpool 
Victoria motor, home or travel 
insurance ' 

• No annual fee" 

• It pays you interest when you use 
it as a saving card! 



**•<£225 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 


WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL A GENERAL’S FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 

A glance at the tabic will show that 
since its launch two years 
ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it 
offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In feet, a lump sum of £6,000 
invested in the Legal 8c General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £8,494* compared 
to just £7,879* in the average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at 
the outset for maximum 
growth potential,- there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For Further details 
(including Information on our 
monthly saving option) call now or 
visit pur web site at http://www. 
legal-and-geneoLco.uk 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 
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Rural life beckons? Opt for renting 

M/ho miiM u 


Who coufd blame 
anyone for thinking that 
the path to a house in 
~the country is littered 
with foiled offers, poor 
■ choice and a long wait? 
More than a few who 
sold up in London earlier 
in the year will find their 
goal of being settled by 
Christmas diminishing 
fast. But as Penny Jackson 
discovers, there are also 
those for whom a move 
out of town has been a 
brilliant decision. 


Bias of woe from those who 
have been house-hunting for 
years can sound like a cata- 
logue of frustration. It would 
all be much easier if buyers 
did not have their hearts set 
on the same kinds of proper- 
ty. But there are only so 
many Georgian rectories in 
nice villages, and the chances 
are their owners are staying 
put - if only because they 
themselves find the alterna- 
tives in depressingly short 
supply. Nevertheless, there 
are those who manage to 
move out of town without be- 
ing reduced to panic. 

One couple who aban- 
doned south London for 
Gloucestershire in the sum- 
mer bad seen enough friends 
tearing down the motorway to 
view yet another unsuitable 
house, to know what course 
to take. 

They are letting their Bal- 
ham house while renting m 
the country. “For at least a 
year and a half we are going 
to relax and enjoy living 
here,” says Hugo Jackson, 
an investment broker. “We 
couldn't face the prospect of 
house-hunting from London. 
And this way we can find out 
which villages we like best. We 
ate able to rent this house for 
three years, and if we still 
haven’t found the house we 
want, we will rent again." 

Even though Hugo and his 
wife Serena have no regrets , 
they do have the comfort of 
knowing that if it doesn’t 
work out - and commuting 
does take its toll - they still 
have their London home. 
One rent pays for the other 
and they have no worries 
about having realised their 
capital in a rising market. 

Not that they are unaware 
of the difficulties of finding 
their ideal bouse. They are not 
alone in wanting somewhere 
within 20 minutes of school 
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At home: Serena Jackson is enjoying the space of their new home, which they are renting while they search for the idea] house John Lawrence 


and station or of wanting a 
Cotswold stone farmhouse. 

“We already know of 12 or 
14 sets of parents in the 
school looking for exactly the 
same thing." says Hugo. How- 
ever, Serena, who is still en- 
joying the novelty of so much 
space for their three sons, has 
confidence in the power of 
networking in the playground. 

“So many houses never 
even come on to the market”, 
she says. “Once we took the 
plunge it wasn’t as difficult to 
move as we feared. It feels like 
home because we have our fur- 
niture and we arc not under 
pressure to buy. I can see how 
demoralising that would be." 

During the past couple of 
years, reluctant renters have 
not only brought landlords 
some unexpectedly good re- 
turns, they have even learned 


to enjoy being tenants. “Up- 
wards of fZOOO a month buys 
quality of life without repair 
liabilities.” says Andrew 
Brown, of Clegg Kennedy . 
Drew, a firm of estate agents. 
“We have one family who, . 
rather than sell their family ■ 
home, are letting it out and 
renting a larger one while 
their children are young.” 

Other tenants hope, quite 
often against the odds, that 
the house they are renting will 
eventually come up for sale. 
“Requests for fast refusal 
are quite common”, he says. 

As prices in London 
reached a peak ia the spring, 
so the temptation to sell and 
move out proved irresistible 
to many who already had 
vague {Hans in mind. “They 
arrived in Hampshire, guns 
blaring." recalls Tim Garne, 


of Hamptons International. 

“Even those with cash 
found it harder than they 
imagined. It seemed worth it 
to them to pay well over the 
odds to secure a house.” . 

Most people, even though 
in the £350,000 to £450,000 
bracket, have to compromise. 
“Some might go for the right 
house but in a different area, 
while others will move into a 
modern box and wait for 
more houses to come on to 
the market. Plenty have been 
renting for two years longer 
than they had planned but of- 
ten they are stuck because of 
schools," says Mr Game. 
“There is a danger that their 
capital will be whittled away 
if they wait too long" 

Christine Martin and her 
husband decided within a 
couple of days to sell and go. 


“When we found that our Eal- 
ing house bad risen in value 
in a matter of months we 
thought we would be foolish 
to wait. We were out within 
eight weeks and renting; The 
fact tha t we did it on the spur 
of the moment was exciting 
rather than nerve-wracking.” 

The Martins narrowed 
their choice to Northamp- 
tonshire - right school, good 
rail links and reasonable val- 
ue for money. Even so, they 
did not get the 200-year-old 
house of their dreams. “We 
would still be waiting now, like 
many couples we know. As it 
is, we have a good size bouse 
with great potential. So many 
of the houses we saw were 
over-developed.” 

Clearly the longer buyers 
wait, the harder it is to com- 
promise. In Cirencester, Ru- 


pert Barrington of John D. 
Wood has some clients who 
have been waiting for five 
years for property with land. 
Houses for sale with 10 or 15 
acres are few and far between. 

When they do come tip, it 
is not uncommon to find 
someone has paid hand- 
somely to take it out of the 
market. A 10 per cent pre- 
mium may well not be 
enough. Frustrated pur- 
chasers have taken the place 
of disgruntled vendors these 
days. Those who have taken 
to dropping on their estate 
agent at least weekly expect 
some rewards. But clients 
not favoured by the phone call 
can feel aggrieved. “We now 
refuse to tip anyone off and 
mail details to everyone at the 
same time. It seems fairer all 
round”, says Mr Barrington. 



penny 

JACKSON 


Swap shop one agent’s 
remedy for the log-jam 

“If I’d earned a pound for every time someone fold me they 
would sell ifonfr they could find somewhere to buy, I woujdnt 
need to sell bouses at a B", one estate agent complained the 
other day. He is not alone. „ . ~ r 

fa Beacon&fidd, Timothy Gerrard, of estate agents Raf- 
fety Buck! and, is so fed up with the log-jam be has taken 
matters into bis own hands. He is in the process of publishing 
a mini-magazine with properties people are thmkmgofMU- 
ing. “1 can already see two owners doing a perfect swap. They 
don’t know it yet but they are just around the aimer from 
each other. Both can afford the other house and they have 
the same taste." 

The pnterprkin g Mr Gerrard decided to get fee ball rolli n g 
when be found 1 15 people on the computer in the area wbo 
wanted to buy but were anxious about putting their own hous- 
es up forsale even though valuations had been done. Many 
want to stay in the same toad, but are after a bouse with 
perhaps a larger garden or one more bedroom, while oth- 
ers want to trade down. Local people often can t compete 
with the unencumbered buyers from London so this might 
give them a head-start." 

Good news for commuters from Banbury. ChQtetn Railways 
is to cut the journey time between that station and Maiyle- 
boneby25mins-Tbe new, fast, peak-time only service, which 
will start in May, means that Birmingham to London w 31 
take just under two hours instead of 2hr 25 noins, while the 
journey from Banbury is reduced to an hour from the pre- 
sent 1 hr 25 mins . 

According to George Philip in the Banbury office of Lane 
Fox, the estate agents, this should make a significant dif- 
ference to the vahie of property in north Oxfordshire. “Some- 
thing in the region of 7 to 10 percent", he says. “This area 
has been held back by its relatively slow service. It will now 
be on a par with places like Winchester and Newbury" . 
Chfltern Railways also has plans for a new out-of-town sta- 
tion near Warwick. 

Nicholas Brown of Knight Frank in Oxford can also en- 
visage it becoming more viable as a commuter area, as much 
to those working in Bi rmingham as in London. “At present, 
the most popular areas for London commuters are south- 
west of Oxford, which has good rail links, and east of Ox- 
ford, which is the right side for the motorway. They also 
want to be able to get into the city easily for the schools, 
so Lbere is enormous demand in the villages within 10 or 
15 miles." 

Wanted: one careful tenant who loves dogs. The owners of 
a north London housewho are moving overseas next month 
are so upset at the thought of then pet being separated from 
its borne as well as the family, they are hoping to leave it 1 
in situ. The future of Freeway - a Shih Tzu - is hanging in 
the balance. “It would be lovely if Freeway could stay there,” 
says Susan Gilbert of Knight Frank, who is letting the house 
between Barnet and Hadley Wood. 

“But of course, the owner is prepared to make other 
arrangements. This is an unusual request, although we did 
have somebody who left a cat with a year’s supply of food." 
The whole business of pets can be fraught. Ms Gilbert says. 
A great many landlords refuse to have them in their prop- 
erties. “This can cause an awful lot of upset. Sometimes a 
family reluctantly uproots and the one way of making the 
children feel more at home is by having a peL It is a terri- 
ble dilemma if they find the right house and then discover 
they can’t bring their dog to live there.” 

Hampstead Letting s, Knight Frank 0171 431 8686. 


Hard lessons to learn 
about moving house 


House hunters certain 
that tiny feet will never 
patter down their 
hallways need read no 
further. Those of you 
already encumbered, or 
undetided, should read 
on. You may have 
considered every aspect 
of your future home but 
do you know where the 
nearest school is? Gmetta 
Vedrkkps offers some 
guidance. 


R oniana Roeg searched for 
“the perfect house" for nine 
months. It bad to have a side 
entrance for her landscape gar- 
dening business but, more im- r 
portent, had to be near the 
school of choice for her daugh- 
ter, Ava. 

She found her dream home, 
in the right borough and only 
a couple of streets away from 
the TWegraph Hill school, in 

souft London, bid was shocked 

when Ava didn’t get in. She 
says: “Even though we’re dose, 
w re nearer to another school* 
hothcaHy, if we'd bought some- 
where down the road, and fur- 
ther B9my f y/e would have got 
in because there’s so other 


M&Hoeg found that siblings 

get Set cfacfce and children new 


to the area are offered a place 
at their nearest school, as long 
as their parents apply. Borough 
lines are irrelevant. She ap- 
pealed: “It was horrendous. I 
felt the headteacher was sittmg- 
there grinning like a Cheshire 
cat knowing we wouldn’t get 
in.” Her house no longer fell 
perfect. Eventually Ms Roeg 
found a school she liked further 
away which, happily, had a 
place for Ava. Her advice to 
other parents? “Do your re- 
search properly." 

Stephen and Joy Darwen 
efid t heir research. They found 
an idyllic retreat in Coulsdon, 
in Surrey, with a nearby school 
. for daughters Sara and Ruth. 
They put their Crystal Palace 
town house on the market, got 
a buyer and told the local 
school that their children were 
leaving. 

When the buyer dropped 
out the Daiwens became ner- 
vous. After the second buyer 
dropped out they panicked. 
“At the worst point, 1 registered 
with 12 estate agents, advertised 
in every publication going, had 
a saleboaid made and gave A4 
colour posters to 30 local shops. 
A lot of shopkeepers wouldn’t 
put up the posters until they” d 
looked themselves. They 
thought I was so desperate it 
bad. to be a bargain but even 
then they didn’t want it," says 
Mr Darwen. 

After five buyers dropped 


out, Mr Darwen found himself 
driving halfway across the coun- 
try in search of the origin of one 
of the many long chains in 
which he was involved, but 
even that didn't help. The Dar- 
wens became exhausted by the 
daily 24-mile trip to the new 
school. “The children thought 
it was bizarre. We’d drive past 
their old school, they’d see 
their friends and demand *Why 
can’t we go there?’ I just grit- 
ted my teeth, 1 thought it would 
go on forever," says Joy Dar- 
wen. The family finally moved 
eight months later. 

Schools do not generally 
take children before their hous- 
ing situation is resolved despite 
parents’ pleas. Peter Coleman, 
bead of Goodrich School, in 
East Dulwich, London, re- 
ceived over 200 applications for 
90 places this year and has seen 
it ail: “Parents show letters 
from estate agents [or] solid- 
tors. One even slapped his 
cheque book down and said 
‘how much?’” 

Not even a “donation to 
school funds'" guarantees a 
place: "We won’t consider you 
unfit exchange of contracts." Mr 
Coleman links desperation to 
the family's particular circum- 
stances: “It’s acute when peo- 
ple move into the area with 
three school-age children and 
have to find a bouse and three 
places simultaneously." 

Diana Hamilton at Roy 



fiomana Roeg found a house near the school she wanted for her daughter, Ava, but was appalled to find she couldn't get 


Peter Macdiarmid 


Brooks, a film of estate agents 
with offices in south London, 
describes buyers wbo are also 
looking for schools: “They 
come in and you can see anxi- 
ety on their faces. HVfe’Ve ail 
been there, they’re desperate. 
If you've got a property very 
near to agood school theyTl pay 
more and be prepared to suf- 
fer oue room less or a small gar- 
den just to get in.” In fact, 
another agent admits that, in its 
view, it may be cheaper to pay 
for private schooling rather 


than buy an overpriced house 
for its position. 

Barents should be wary of tak- 
ing estate agents' advice on 
catchment areas as local au- 
thorities use difiexeat criteria. Mr 
Coleman explains; “It’s convo- 
luted. Priority areas were aban- 
doned in farour of distance to 
the school, as people assumed 
they would get places and didn’t. 

“We can’t offer places to 
people who live nearer another 
school” He tdames estate agents 
for misleading parents: “They 


advertise houses as being in our 
’catchment area’ but there’s no 
such thing. Parents buy on the 
strength of estate agents’ blurb 
and it’s just not line.” So why say 
it? “Because it shifts houses,” 
says Mr Coleman. 

John Thorogood, a Bat- 
tersea estate agency, recently 
got a ticking off from a local 
school for advertising proper- 
ties as being in its “catchment 
area”. The marketing ploy was 
effective as an alternative to 
“betwixt the commons”, but the 


school said it could never guar- 
antee places even for houses in 
the same road. 

Parents denied places at 
schools often sacrifice their 
homes for education. Mr 
Coleman tells of parents he’s 
turned down who immediate- 
ly put their house on the mar- 
ket and others who are 
prepared to rent just to get in. 

Fraudsters should beware: 
“We catch people who don’t live 
where they say they do and we 
can withdraw the place.” Mr 


Coleman meticulously mea- 
sures the more contentious ar- 
eas around the school but 
parents still challenge his mea- 
surements for - largely unsuc- 
cessful - appeals. As I left 
Goodrich School an anxious- 
looking man panted past. I 
couldn’t be certain, but I thinfe 
he was wearing a pedometer. 

John Thorogood: 0171 228 7474 • 
Ray Brooks, : 0182 299 3021; 
Goodrich School ■ 0181 60 ? 
70501 
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AT HOME/SCREENS 


Divide and drool 


Screen play isn't what it used 
to be. Once used in old 
houses to stop draughts 
whistling through the sitting' 
room, or (in pre-bathroom 
days) to provide modesty in 
the bedroom while soaking in 
a tin bath, screens have been 
rediscovered. Rosalind Russell 
takes us through the options. 


Developers working with warehouse 
and factory conversions are finding 
them the most practical way of di- 
viding up what would otherwise be a 
very unbomcly large space. Lighter 
than a solid wall a fixed opaque glass 
screen maximises lighL And where 
ceiling heights are high, a screen 
which stops short of the top has the 
effect of lowering it to a more friend- 
ly domestic level. 

Even in smaller rooms, a screen 
works to separate work from play and 
conveniently disguises the detritus of 
an office at home, or hides the clut- 
ter of the kitchen. 

Estate agents Winkwortb are 
preparing to launch a new develop- 
ment in the spring, in Hatton Garden, 
London’s old jewellery quarter, 
where the developers have decided 
against chopping up the available 
space into traditional boxes. Eight 
two- and three-bedroom flats and two 
penthouses will feature glass screens 
used to divide some rooms. 

“As the flats will be very contem- 
porary, with wooden floors and lots 
of glass and chrome, the smoked and 
etched glass partitions will be entirely 
in fitting with the finish,” says Charles 
Peerless, of Winkwortb. “They will be 
2.6 metres high, the full height of the 
room, and look extremely smart 
They are a clever way of diving the 
space while keeping the light” 

The flats will sell for around 
£250,000 each; the penthouses - 



Magic on screen; Diane . 
Radford’i etched horse (left), 
and Art Room’S photographic 
°ptkm (right) are among anew 
broed of fashionable ways to 
divide your space while 
optimising Bght 


mountains, which now stands in the 
entrance of an office block. 

“Interiors designers seemed to be 
the first to be willing to put a toe into 
the water as far as the domestic mar- 
ket goes,” says Diane, who designed 
pieces for the American Embassy in . 
Cairo. 

“I have done a Vat of work for their 
private homes, and for their clients 
who wanted so mething a bit differ- 
ent and ted the budget to cope with 
it* 


which will have views to St Paul's and 
the Gty, £650,000 apiece. 

In Fulham, a two-storey, ware- 
house-style conversion has been de- 
signed to aBow in as much natural light 
as passible by the use of a curved glass 
screen between kitchen and the 36ft 
sitting room. Functional and stylish, 
the two-bedroom house is being sold 
through Cbestertons for £420.000. 

Glass artist Diane Radford, who 
trained at the Royal College of Art, 
has been designing and making 
screens for 17 years. One of 10 glass 
artists who are commissioned via the 
de Putron art consultancy, she spe- 
cialises in acid etched and sand- 
blasted treatments and coloured -not 
stained - glass. 

Her work includes a striking 
etched horse, the contours drawn to 
look like the map markings for 


As prices range from £500 to 
£2,000 per square metre, depending 
on the techniques and materials 
used, the buyer would have to be sure 
of remaining in the same house for 
long enough to enjoy the outlay. But, 
says Diane, screens can be the most 
practical way of overcoming other 
problems. Back lit, it can detract the 
eye from an unsightly view. 

“I have made one for someone 
who wanted to hide a brick wall a cou- 
ple of feet from his window. But a 
glass screen can also be used to sound- 
proof a room, as well as keep light 
flowing through. It is made with a 
space between the two panels, rather 
wider than double glaring.” 

The trend for dividing screens is 
filtering down to the more mass 
market developers, too. Berkeley 
Homes have found glass panels be- 
tween kitchen and sitting room in 
their Jacob's Wharf development 
popular with buyers. “It’s practical 



and fashionable,” says Paul Vail one. 
“It also meant the person cooking still 
had" a view of the Thames.” 

A more portable screen option is 
the lacquered floor screen frame 
sold through the Art Room mail or- 
der brochure. The three-panel, 69” 
high folding screen is cut to hold IS 
8” x 10” photographs behind glass 


fronts. If your own photographic ef- 
forts don't merit public display, the 
screen comes with a set of striking 
black and white images, plus a set of 
white bevel-cut mounts for smaller 
prints. It costs £195. 


de Putron Art Consultants 0171 431 
1125;. Art Room 01993 770444. 
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Dadlands is a refurbished 
of a-no through road” in 


with woodbuming Stoves, 

tb Aga and Cant 011 hand- 




made floor tiles. len tnnes nuui D t for holiday rot 

(01392 427070)- 
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Monks 15am, in an unspoilt village just outside Stow-on-the-Wold 

in Gloucestershire, is a Grade II listed fo on e r 
from 1510. It was used by monks ^n^hmg rotrnd from die rw^a- 
teries but was converted into a house in 1860. Now with fornbec^ 
rooms, the Cotswold stone house has a large reception h^ arawiAg 
room and dining room and overlooks open farmland. Guide pnee 
£300,000 through Butler Sherbom (01451 830731). 



Rocfchead, a white-painted stone house in a part-wooded valley 
14 miles from the north Devon coast, stands in 57 acres of pas- 
ture and woodlands. The four-bedroom house has a summer house 
and kitchen garden, with apple trees, fruit cage with raspberries, 
gooseberry, plum and rhubarb, and a stable range and stone barn. 
A mini estate, the property includes fishing rights on the River 
Bray. £300,000 through Knight Frank (01392 4231 1 1 ). 
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The worldwide leader m Holiday 
Ownership is mirodudng ns first 
European fine star resorts with 
lusurious aponments and the 
Mamoli service sundaid. 
Very limiletl prcconsirocum 
pricing available. 
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Somerset 


NORTH SOMERSET ■ Luxury 
(touched Houses a( the OM Rec- 
tory, East Brunt. &adusta vOafla 
Bite of fust five bauittful new 
homes bum In a vadMonal stylo. 
Secluded euMfrSK position in 
waled fl rounds near Church. Five 
minutes to MS/J22- Comimitafala 
to Bristol. Taunton end South 
Wales. 4 Beds, 3 Recops, 2 
Beths, Utility. Cl 99.750 - 

£217.500. Maxim Homos Ltd. 
(Stew Caries). Tel: 01454 
201155. 



London Properly 


SELLING OR RENTING your 
home? Why not ortwettse In the 
Independent or the Independent 
on Sunday? You can reach over 
M rrUHtoe readers nattonedy 
{NRSV7J- TWs advert notdd coat 
you E41 JO -t- VAT. Please 1st 
0171 2B9 2202/2343 tar Mo. 



Accommodation Wanted: Senior 
member of staficmale), recently 
returned to the UK from tine 
British Embassy Washington, 
snefce lodging s In Genteel London 
lor 2 to 3 nights per ireak. Small 
flat, bed-sit, house sitter - sug- 
gestions welcomed- Tel/Fax 
01243 574 044 


Overseas Property 


SHa-FUaM-RUCE>raUUL 


FREE MAGAZINES 




FtoryoK Bffeapy crib eiftSCM* 
erartato 

NSUMNBOT 
ide m n l il iim W. 

Manor 


Fulham 

Beautiful new Flat in 
seat 
bam 
: en 

suite beds, large living 
room, balcony and 
secure garage parking. 
£450 per week 
Tel: 0171 731 4259 



LIMEHOUSE 

Wkfc to work at Camay Vttnrt w 
t2 tnlrues. lirtque Georgian 
p roperty m conservation area cut- 
ito s ac QreoshiL epectous reams. 


off-raad parting. 3 beds. 

£295,000 
0171 515 1595 



Services 


lit 


Lontma for a property tp fry? p* rent?. 


Well, now you can find the home of your dreams 
without leaving your favourite armchair 


Just think, no more trekking around the 
Agents, no more wasted weekends viewing, 
no more stress and strain. Our experts 
search and find, we match using our 
database, we view and make a video of 
your selected properties - and much more - 
while you just sit back and relax. 

Find our more - call free on 0800-298 4312 
Fast efficient and affordable - Fees from £30 
Hie Property Box Lid. Deatoc Home. 4044 Wallow Sc Lonloo WCIX «HL 




Belgium 


BELGKIItBflUSSELS: Foe sale: 
investment property «rith offices 
end wort to hops. Renting return: 
op to 1 1 .7%. Location: an e tremor 
road. Price £1.700,000 Sols 
Agency: CAPTCO let 0032/2 
229.1S.70 Fate 0032/2 229.1&71. 
Portabto: 0032/7S2&4&8Z- 
BELCIUM - BRUSSELS: For sfee : 
buSdkig with offices 1 jsosom 
and lend In construction zone tor 
possible extension 

2^181 eqm- 373 isqnv Commer- 
cial lo ca tion beside the ring rood 
to Brunts. Price : 1.000400. 
Luonv bidding- Sale ageney: 
CAPICO 7M: 0032/2 229. 15.70. 
Fnc: 0032/2 zz9.ts.7l. Portable: 
0032/7&2&4&62. 
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Coldharbonr Cottages BoJeyn’s dowry foHewy VIA 


400 year old tie 

ertugt Grade U 
Rood. We> decorated sornuty. 


Fneodfr rikm of Wradmcr. 
» snore Msyfcfaoot 
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Offet* sieud 114MQ0 
Brawn a Merry 
0I2W 624444 


To advertise in this section 
please call the PROPERTY 
team on 0171 293 2343 


Sell your home for as little the independent 
as £50 per advertisement independent 


ON SUNDAY 


Advertise your property through the independent and Independent on Sunday's highly successful 
Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business sections. Your 
property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of description complemented by a 
full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £J 30 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill In this coupon and send payment; a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: 

The Property Team, Classified Advertising 1 9th Hoor, Independent Newspaper, 

Canada Square, Canary WhaHj London E14 5DL 


Dcadfae far receipt of ccpyfphoto b at but 8 wo»Hng day* prior to ptABaUon. 
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Detached family hmaf, 
Grade II Listed, large 
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: £250,000 

►b/epAoar (DaytuaeJ: 

^171 298 2087 


NAME. 


..TELEPHONE (d^dme)- 


ADDRE55- 


(require lD lO 3d (tfli appropriate box) Ad«rti»nent(5) at a total coS of C- 


PJease enclose a cheque for this amount matte payable to 'Newspaper Putting Re or HI n yourVsa'Aicas.'Ame-i'Dffiers Oii ctetals 

CREDIT CARD NO I I II I I II I M I I I I I I I 1 EXRRTDATE. -SIGNATURE 


For advice or more information please all The ProportyTorn’on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


Scotland 


Country Home 
Ayrshire Scotland 
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Tel: 01563 530043 
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London Properly 


London Property 


REGENT LETTING 
0171 916 0313 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 
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ST JOHNS WOOD, NW8 £275pw 

One massive double bedroom flat, fully fitted 
kitchen, washing machine. Including hot water 
and healing. 

PARLIAMENT HILL, NW3 £275pw 

Luxury one bedroom flat. large lounge, fully fitted 
kitchen. Separate bath and toilet. Available now. 

GLOUCESTER AVENUE. 

REGENTS PARK, NW1 £400pw 

Luxury two bedroom flat, varnished wood floors, 
furnished to a high standard, security videocom 
entry phone close lo public transport and all 
othet amenities. Available now. 


No Fee to 
Tenants 


THE GROVE. 

FINCHLEY CENTRAL. N3 £440pw 

Fabulous four bedroom house with bath and 
shower. iwo WCs. Two large reception rooms and 
fully fitted kitchen; diner and garden. Close to tube 
and amenities. Available now. 


84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


chalcot square, 

CHALK FARM, NW1 £450pw 

Four bedroom maisonette on two floors. Large 
lounge, fully fitted kitchen, two WCs and loft for 
storage. Close to all amenities. 


Services 


Services 


WHATEVER YOU 
NEED, SCOOT 


TH 
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Scoot (verfc): to save time, 
money and hassle^y 
calling the free 24 hour 

finder service and letting 
them find what you need 
As in, I need an estate 
agent "cos I'm moving 
house. I know. I’ll Scoot/' 




■i 


Wiltshire 

'Rmeshare | 

East Anglia | 

BEAUTIFUL RURAL toetttons. 
doss by MsittwiOBgli A tangor. 
fovti. 4 A 5 bsdroon IndritkiaBy 
slytM dm homss. BoUl to the 
Wflfrtti ■pacVoftn by Pwish 
Homos. Pries* rengs from 
£155,000 to In osesas of 
£400,000. Pfetts lotoghona tin 
Sstos o1Se4 for hirfhat detolia on 
U: 01872 011290 

MICHAEL WATSON. IntomatiaiMl 
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0800 192192 

scoot.co.uk 
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A slow pace wins hands-down in the house-moving race 
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Boxes, bubble wrap, straps, 
packing-material, paracetamol, 
Proac~ Ifs moving «lay. Plenty of 
pedphiinove home happily, 
cheaply and successfully with a 
man and a van, and even with only 
a van v Odiers move traumaticaJly 
with high-priced professional^ 

Even tf you have your act 
-together, others will be clueless. 
Robert Uebman helps you across the 
threshold. 


Removal-industry insiders have ware- 
houses full of horror stories. Linda 
Schofield, marketing manager of Pickfords. 
says that “many people move into a prop- 
erty which they have seen only once. 
When they arrive they find that there is no 
room for the cooker, or it fits, but it is a 
gas cooker, and there is no gas supply/' 

_ “There is always stress and always sur- 
prises, says Sarah Kampe. the moving force 
behind Moving Solutions. “For example, 
our eyes tend to gloss over our kitchen ap- 
pliances, and it doesn't happen often, but 
occasionally someone will forget to take 
their refrigerator or cooker/’ 

Some people move into converted 
properties which have large rooms and also, 
they soon discover, unusually narrow cor- 
ridors. “The rooms themselves are spacious 
but there is a dogleg turn in the hallway. 
If you have not arranged for a crane, you 
end up with a piano or wardrobe with 
nowhere to go,” says Ms Kampe. 

Civil war is a common barrier to smooth 
moves. “Even though a couple is splitting 
up. you would think that they would at least 
communicate about the move and who gets 
what," says Ms Schofield at Pickford. “But 
many quarrelling couples use moving day 
as a sorting day. so it lakes twice as long." 

Ms Kampe agrees that multiple locations 
are a recipe for disaster. “When some items 
are staying and some are going, or furni- 
ture is moving to two addresses or some is 
going into storage, something is certain to 
end up in the wrong place.” 

When Ms Kampe handles a move, she 
verifies the correct completion time. Of- 
ten the incoming family arrive at noon but 
the keys aren’t available until two or three 
o’clock. “TVe heard of people waiting in the 
lorry for seven hours." 

While waiting, there is generally little 
to do except cultivate an ulcer farm. And 
they are the lucky ones. 

Good planning is vital, and 90 per cent 
of good planning means planning well in 
advance. Almost everyone grossly under- 
estimates the time and effort needed to 
pack, and some people take this foible to 
extremes. William Karslake, of the south 
London removers Ward-Ttaomas, remem- 
bers one seller who "waited until literally 
the 11th hour to hire a self-move van and 
start packing and loading. They were still, 
at it at midnight” 

Removal companies need notice to re- 
serve the appropriate lorry. Aside from 
owning twice as much as you think you do, 
numerous factors need investigating, in- 
cluding insurance. 

Many standard household contents 






policies cover removals. But Keith Mc- 
Gregor. assistant household underwriting 
manager for Royal & Sun Alliance, warns; 
“Most insurers will insist that brittle and 
breakable items, like china and other glass 
items, be packed and moved by profes- 
sionals. And we anticipate that these items 
are going into the new premises. Furnish- 
ings going into storage are excluded." 

Selecting a removal company can be 
tricky. Ms Kampe notes that it is not enough 
to obtain several quotes. “You need to find 
out what is included. Quotes can vary by 
£1,000 or more. But how many men arc in- 
cluded? How large is the lony? How 
many trips will be required? Without an- 


Is your mortgage a source 


Have you really got the 
mortgage you wanted? 
Judging by the number 
of coni plaints from 
borrowers about their 
lenders’ practices, 
particuiarty oyer 1 . . 
discrepancies in 
charges, perhaps not. 
loin Morse weighs up the 
evidence. 


Each bank and building soci- 
ety has its own internal com- 
plaints procedure for deal ing 
with borrowers who have a 
grievance. Once this procedure 
is'^ompleted, and if the bor- 
rower remains unsatisfied by 
any compensation they have 
been offered, the case can be 
taken either to the Bank or 
B iffMing Society ombudsman. 
Those dealing with an inter- 
mediary, such as a mortgage 
broker, can take their com- 
plaint to the Chartered Insti- 
tute of Arbitrators. 

Last year, the Ba nkin g Om- 
bud sman received 775 mort- 
gagfc-related complaints, of 
which 109 were fully investi- 
gated, with half of these re- 
sulting in awards to the 
borrower in excess of those first 
proposed by the banks in qaes- 

tk^Meanwhfle, the Building 
Sqcfety Ombudsman received 
5^ mortgage complaints for 
Itoifeir 1995-96. Of these, 173 

I d discrepancies on 

payments, and a fur- 
overed cases that in- 
anputer error. 
ie real figures may 
known since the ac- 


tual level of complaints made 
is higher. Complaints made di- 
rect to a lender which then of- 
fers compensation accepted 
by a borrower need not be re- 
ported to the relevant Om- 
budsman. Bizt in adjudicating 
a case, the Ombudsman ran 
look beyond legal require- 
ments to what is fair or rea- 
sonable when considering a 
particular case. 

Chris Eadie, deputy Bank 
Ombudsman, says: “The onus 
is on the lender to make the 
terms of a mortgage as clear as 
possible. Annual statements - 
shook) indude the term of your 
mortgage, as well as any 
charges and changes to inter- 
est rates during the-year.” . 

Mr Eadie adds/ “While a 
building society might have 
handled things one way, after 
they convert to bank status a 
different corporate culture 
mayprevaSL” 

In particular, he is con- 
cerned about the rising num- 
ber of cases which result from 
a mortgage term being length- 
ened after the account has 
gone into temporary arrears, 
where borrowers are hot first 
asked if they would like to pay 
more instead. 

. Mr Eadie advises borrow- 
ers to look carefully at their 
annual mortgage statement: 
“(This is] the consumer’s first 
line of defence.” But some 
lenders do not include enough 
i nfo rmation on these state- 
ments to enable borrowers to 
check whether their payments 
are correct 

All large mortgage lenders 
in the UK, whether banks or 


of the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders (CML). Since earlier 
this year, the CML has operated 
a Mortgage Code which in- 
cludes a commitment by mem- 
bers to “help you to understand 
how your mortgage account 
works” and “correct errors and 
handle complaints speedily.” 

Elsewhere, the code spec- 
ifies: “If there have been any 
significant changes (to your 
mortgage) in one year, we will 
gfve you or send you a copy of 
the new terms and conditions 
or a summary of changes.” 

The Mortgage Code has 
only been in existence ance July 
of this year, and is due for re- 
view at its first anniversary. At 
present, membership of the 
CML is in effect two tier, with 
fhn membership open to mort- 
gage lenders, and associate 
membership open to other 
. firms with significant involve- 
ment in this market However, 
full membership will be open 
to mortgage intermediaries, 
su ch as brokers and financial 
advisers, from next spring. 

Statements by some large 
lenders, including Abbey Na- 
tional, Barclays and 'Midland 
Bank, do not include the in- 
terest rates charged. Instead, 
lenders need only give notice 
of rate changes by advertising 
them in newspapers and 
branches, or posting out notice 
of changes when they occur. 
Some lenders, again including 
Abbey National, do not make 
it dear on the annual statement 
whether a mortgage is on a re- 
paymentorimd^-only baas. 
Most do not give the out- 
standing mortgage term. 

Sue Anderson, at the CML, 


admits: “The code does not 
specify what information 
should be included in an an- 
nual statement, because we 
don't want to be too prescrip- 
tive." But she adds: “There is 
no compulsion on members to 
enforce the code in a uniform 
way. After all, [we are] a trade 
association". 

Ms Anderson is unwilling 
to comment on whether the 
CML will ask members to in- 
troduce a uniform standard of 
disclosure on annual mort- 
gage statements. Meanwhile, 
it is better to check than be 
overcharged. 

Sorting out all the infor- 
mation you require to check 
whether your statement is cor- 
rect may necessitate contact- 
ing your lender by phone or 
letter. 

Typical information you 
need to know includes: 

• The balance of your loan 
outstanding at the start and* 
end of the period covered by 
your annual statement. 

• Any changes in interest rates 
over the period and when they 
were applied to your loan. 

• Any changes in the balance 
of the loan within the period. 

■ The amount of any charges 
(home insurance, for example) 
other than interest or capital 
on the loan made through 
monthly payments. 

• The amount of any admin- 
istrative charges which may be 
debited to your account as sep- 
arate items. 

Anyone with arrears on 
their account should also con- 
firm whether or not the re- . 
mainin g term of . their 
mortgage has been extended. 
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swers to these questions, you can’t compare 
like with like.” 

Some variables don’t show up in the 
numbers. “In the busy season the less rep- 
utable companies are less discriminating in 
who they hire,” notes Ms Kampe. 

Professional removals people know 
things we don’t know, like how to correctly 
pack delicate items. They have things we 
don’t have, like tail-lift trucks and trolleys. 

Large companies such as Pickfords of- 
fer a self-move service that indudes van hire 
and packing materials delivered in advance. 
Pickfords can also arrange for a plumber, 
electrician, carpenter or other craftsman 
as part of a full -service move. 


And organisations such as Moving So- 
lutions can arrange for just about every- 
thing, including advice on local schools and 
redirecting the post. “I have a huge check- 
list and cover things people might overtook, 
like whether a catflap has to be cut in the 
new door. Wfe can attend to council tax. pho- 
tography, telephone, cleaning old and new 
premises, and arranging plumbing for the 
washing machine," says Ms Kampe. 

If entirely stress-free moves are rare, 
traumatic relocations are also unusuaL With 
removal companies, size matters, but so 
docs temperament. Mr Karslake classifies 
removal companies as “sympathetic or 
surly". A large sympathetic company can 


cushion many a hard landing. In the move 
involving the half-day wait to midnight, “we 
had other crews who had long finished their 
jobs and we were able to re-direct them to 
help us when we finally started unloading." 

Worse luck befell a family who arrived 
at their new home only to distxrver that the 
old owner refused to complete. The sale 
was off. “Except that they had vacated their 
home and all of their belongings were in 
the truck in front," says Mr Karslake. 

Quick action on ail fronts salvaged the 
wreck. “Their estate agent immediately 
found an empty bouse for them to rent We 
delivered some furniture to the rental house 
and put the rest into storage." 


Pickfords’ Ms Schofield cautions that 
“moving is not just being transported from 
A to B, it is more than lift and shift. It is 
to get you settled in." Preferably in one 
piece emotionally as well as physically. 

Moving Solutions, 56 Denton Street. London 
SmS 2JS, 0181 355 4477; Pickfords. Her- 
itage House, 345 Soulhbury Road, Enfield 
EN1 HJP. 0181 219 8000; Ward Thomas Re- 
movals. 13 Abbey Business Centre, Ingale 
Place, London SW8 3NS, 0171 498 0144; 
13a Heath Street, London NW3 6TPi 0171 
794 0600; Association of British Insurers, 51 
Gresham Street. London EC2V7HQ, 0171 
6003333. 




‘My loan jumped from 25 years to 35 without my consent* 


Simon Williams has a mortgage with Abbey Notional This is 
his story. . 

“In 1991, 1 took out a 25-year repayment mortgage with the Abbey 
National for £33375. In August this year, I went to a local branch 
to check out my account details. Purely by chance I was allowed 
to look at my account details on the mortgage adviser’s moni- 
tor. and saw my outstanding mortgage term was given as 34 years 
and eight months. 

After six weeks of waiting. Abbey explained that although 
the contract had been for a 25-year repayment mortgage, they 
had set up the loan on on interest-only basis, with a 60-year term. 
They went on to admit: “This was identified in 1993, when the 
computer system re-calculated all extended terms to 35 years." 
At no time did I receive any notification of these changes, which 
had been carried out without my consent. Abbey National wrote: 
“It should have been clear that your outstanding balance was 
not decreasing as you expected.” 

But with a repayment mortgage, 1 expected the first few years 
of monthly payments would mainly meet interest charges rather 
than capital repayment. 


Abbey s end-of-year statements made no mention of type of 
mortgage, mterest-rate changes, or outstanding term. I [com- 
plained and] was offered £326.63 against excel interest paid 
on the account, plus £500 towards the capital sum; Abbet wrote 
to me again in November this year, saying my case might take 
tune to investigate, and asking me to suggest a figure for final 

compensation as part of an “experiment being carried out this 
month . 

But I intend taking this case to the Banking Ombudsman 
unless they re-instate my original mortgage. What worries me 
most is that all this only came to light by chance, and then mv 
pernslencem pursuing the matter. Finally. I am still awaiting 
a full breakdown of my account details." 6 

Mr Williams’ case is'now being dealt with bv Abbey National’s 
secreti^a 1 , which tm responsibility for investigating complaints 
m the final stage of the bank’s complaint procedure. Ian HarL 
manager of the secretariat, refuses to comment on the case but 
says the so-called exnerimenr nf nekim, ... _ 


ing carried out this month 
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Don’t just gaze upon it, drive it 


The Car of the Year judges 
have judged - and this time the 
winner is not the usual dull but 
admirable utility vehicle but 
the Alfa 156, a gorgeous- 
looking, fine-driving, sensual- 
sounding saloon from a noted 
maker of cars for hedonists. 
John Simister takes it for a ride. 


The unusual object of the Car of the 
Year judges’ adulation is a sleek, four- 
door saloon which replaces the Alfa 155 
and, more important aims to kidnap 
buyers away from 3-series BMWs and 
Audi A4s. Those cars are style and im- 
age statements of the highest degree, and 
that’s just the status that the new Alfa 
Romeo is intended to emulate. Of 
course, Alfa Rcmeos have long been con- 
sidered slightly erotic, with connotatiom 
of sportiness and sensuality, but while 
many car-Jovera have been pleased to 
gaze upon the Alias of others, they have 
not risked having one of their own. 

Why was this? Too odd, too tem- 


peramental, too ergonomically -per- 
verse, too attention-seeking? AQ of 
these, in varying doses. The result was 
that the terrific warmth and goodwill 
that had long surrounded the Alfa idea 
has, in recent times, been wearing thin. 
True, in very recent times we've seen 
sparks of new life in the shape of the 
145, the 146, the Spider and the GTV, 
but this time the fire is really burning. 

Look at the 156’s nose, that shield- 
shaped Alfa grille dipping into the 
bumper, flanked by horizontal 
“whiskers” just as in Allas of the 1950s. 
See the front number-plate offset to the 
left, like it was on those Alfa Spiders 
of the 1960s and onwards. Then notice 
bow the side profile rises towards the 
tail, how the flanks are unsullied by nib- 
bing strokes, how the side crease fades 
into an anodised aluminium door han- 
dle and reasserts itself either side of it 
The taflisdean and crisp, the rear door 
handles are hidden black flaps in the 
window corners so as not to distract the 
eye, the whole car looks lithe, dynam- 
ic, more organic than a sculpted Audi 
And though some of those details have 
a retro root, they are there to give sub- 


stance and pride to the car’s personality, 
oot to give an excuse for a nostalgic wal- 
low. This is a car for now. 

Inside, loo, the 156 feels special. It 
is more neatly designed, and more solid- 
ly assembled out of better-quality 
materials, than any Alfa Romeo I 
have encountered. And you can get 
property comfortable in it, without 
stretching your arms or crowding your 
legs as used to be the Alfa way, and take 
in a racy set of dials buried at the far 
end of deep cowlings. Most of these 
dials are hidden from the front pas- 
senger - an Alfa driver is boss, you see 
- and a broad, angled centre console 
sweeping down from facia top to hand- 
brake heightens the feeling of being in 
a sports car’s cockpit. 

lb drive, it feels as it looks. British 
buyers will choose from three engines, 
four-cylinder units of 1.8 or 2.0 litres, 
or a Z5-litre, 24-valve V6, but al- 
though the V6 sounds the most melod- 
ic and gives you the most gears to play 
with (six), the 2.0-lilre four, with 16 
valves, two spark plugs per cylinder and 
a pair of vibration-cancelling balancer 
shafts, is a better bet ft has that crisp. 


raspy eagerness typical of an Aliamator, 
palls strongly from low revs (more so 
than the V6, oddly) and spins to high 
speeds with gusto. 

The power readies the road with spir- 
it but without drama, and the 156 s cor- 
nering style is much the same. It grips 
bard, but reacts gently and precisely, as 
well as swiftly, to your inputs, making 
it possible to flow through bends in a 
highly satisfying way. Some cars react 
as though there is too much rubber in 
the various linkages between you and 
the wheels, but not this one. lt feels much 
more madiined and honed than that yet 
it soaks up bumps without a shudder. 

In short, this is on Alfa which looks 
as desirable as an Alfa Romeo should, 
and wfaidi brings you aHve when you dri- 
ve. Even better, it is well-made and de- 
tailed with care. There are snags -those 
unprotected sides will be vulnerable in 
car parks, the rear seat doesn't fold, the 
turning tirde is poor-but the Alfa 156 
is nevertheless that novel proposition, 
an Alfa which on a rational level is as 
tempting a prospect as a BMW or an 
Audi And on an irrational level? Well, 
with those looks, with that sound, that 


aura of zing arid zest, it fires the soul. 
It’s been a while since a Car of the Year 
winner has done that. 

Alfa 156 2.0 TSparic I6V 
£19,500. Engine: l,970cc, four cylinders, 
16 valves, I55bhp at 6»40Qrpm. Five- 
speed gearbox, fronc-wheei drive. Per- 
formance: top speed I34mph, 0-60 in 
8.4sec Fuel consumption: 28-33 mpg 

Rivals: 

Audi A4 1JBT, £21 £81 : Good-looking, 
beautifully made, quick and frugal, but 
less of an interactive driving experience. 
BMW 3231, £21 , 840 : With the 320i's 
mysterious departure, there is no di- 
rect BMW rival for the 156 2.0. This 
one is foster, smoother, pricier. 

Peugeot 406 2.0T SRI, £17,885: Com- 
petes on power and poise if not the 
noise. 

Subaru impreza Turbo, £19,110: Slightly 
smaller than Alfa, has huge pace, as- 
tounding four-wheel drive roadholding, 
cult-car character. 

>folkswagen Passat I.8T Sport SE, 
£18,795: Mechanically A4-like but 
roomier and cheaper. 


MY WORST CAR/TONY DEMPSEY'S LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 


We bought the Land Rover on 13 April 
1994, which 1 hoped wasn’t a had omecL 
We chose the Discovery because we 
wanted a large; robust rehide which we 
could pack the chfldreu and dog into, 
phis enjoy regular weekends away in the 
Cheshire countryside near our home. 

At first there were all the little 
niggles you come to expect with a new 
car- various squeaks and rattles. Then 
we noticed that oil consumption was 
high; we were pouring in a couple of 


litres a month. There were also rattles 
from the engine, and an annoying 
misfire. 1 remember them tinkering with 
some gaskets, but what shocked us was 
that the faults were blamed on the make 
of unleaded petrol. We filled up with 
Total but the garage used Bunn ah 
which they insisted would be better for 
the engine. Well it wasn’t The misfire 
and rattles continued and culminated 
in a serious breakdown. 

The diagnosis was a sticking valve 


and piston wash, whatever that is, and 
the only cure was a new engine. This 
was March 1995. The Discovery kept 
playing up. One bizarre way to restart 
it when it stalled was to stand on the 
bull bars and shake them vigorously. 

On one occasion my wife, who was 
seven months pregnant was going to 
pick me up from the centre of Man- 
chester when the Discovery stopped in 
the middle of a box junction. A nice 
chap in a Jaguar stopped to help. There 


wasn't much chance of him shifting two 
tons of 4 x 4, but ray wife managed to 
persuade him that gyrating on the bull 
bars would do the trick. It did. 

All this led to a another new engine 
m December ’96, and a gearbox that 
was increasingly difficult to use. Thai’s 
the abridged version; tbe problems have 
persisted and last week I was told an- 
other replacement engine is required. 
We are now on gearbox number four. 

Ironically, as a solicitor I have man- 


aged to get two clients with major Dis- 
covery problems, both brand new ve- 
hicles from Land Rover. But as mine 
was supplied under a contract hire 
agreement, negotiations have been 
more complicated Even more ironically, 
this hasn't put us off tbe Discovery, wc 
think it’s tbe best looking and most cap- 
able off- reader. We’ve just been very un- 
lucky. We may even buy another one. 

Interview by James Ruppert 
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Roll over Mercedes; the 

Car of the Year’s an A i 


As with other industries 
and the arts, there are 

no shortage of gongs 

handed out in the car 

business. Numerous 
magazin es have their 

“Car of the Year" 

prizes, and there are 
trophies for everything 
from best stereo system 
to dealer of the deca de- 
But the prize the car 
industry wants most is 
European Car of the 
Year (Coty), and this 
year the surprise 
winner is the Alfa 
Romeo 156. 

I say “surprise*' not 
because I was one of 
the judges who failed to 
vote for iL (I judged it 
the second best new car 
of the year, after the 
new and staggeringly 
competent Volkswagen 
Golf.) Rather, it's rare 
for a sports saloon to 
win. Usually, 
mainstream family cars 
win Car of the Year, 
and the extra sales that 
go with iL 

Hfty-six motoring 
journalists representing 
all major European 
countries vole in the 
Coty competition. They 
arc usually specialist 
magazine writers, 
although there arc 
some newspaper 
journalists. Each selects 
his or her top five new 
cars of the year and a 
short list of five cars is 
then determined. This 
year, the short list 
consisted of the AUa, 
the Golf, the Mercedes 
A-class, the Audi A6 
and the Citroen Xsara. 
The judges then vote 
from the short lisL 
allocating 25 points 
across a minimum of 
four cars. Each judge 
must pick a dear 
winner. The Alfa won 
easily, gathering 454 
points. Its nearest rival 
tbe Golf, collected 266. 

The Mercedes A- 
dass probably would 
have won, had it not 
rolled itself out of 
contention. It was 
during a Car of the 
Year test session that 
one or two of the 
Scandinavian judges 
first suspected the ear 
of instability. One of 
the judges, from the 
Swedish magazine 
Tcfoi ike ns World. later 
carried out a "moose 
avoidance test”, in 
which an A-class 


swerved violently 

without braking wbfle •. 
loaded to the limit. The 

little A-class turned 

upside down, as (soon 
after) did the car’s 
reputation. 

Initially, I voted for 

the A-class, despite 
news that the Swedish 
magazine had rolled 
one. OK, it may be 

more inclined to tip m 

extreme manoeuvres 
than a conventional 
small hatch — 
conditions that 99.9 per 
cent of motorists never 
encounter. But in a 
conventional front 
impact or side crash - 
more likely in Britain 
than a rollover - it is 
probably miles safer 
than most small cars. 

I changed my vote 
only after Mercedes, in 
a move probably 
inspired more by panic 
than logic, temporarily 
withdrew it from sale. 

If its maker had lost 
confidence in iL why 
should I support it? 

The anti- A-class 
momentum among 
Coty members helped 
the Alfa. It is a car of 
completely different 
character. The A-class 
is futuristic and will be 
widely copied. That is 
why - even if it lost the 
Coty prize - it will be 
remembered as the 
most important car of 
the year. The 156. on 
the other hand, is a car 
of great emotional 
appeal - like all great 
Alfas. It looks fabulous 
and drives brilliantly. , 
BuL optional hi-tech 
diesel engine excepted, 
the 156 is not a 
landmark in the history 
of motoring, even if it is 
a significant car in the 
recent history of Alfa. 

Instead, the Coly 
jury, unusually this 
year, voted with their 
hearts. When I 
discovered that the 156 
had won, I was 
delighted. Hang its “big 
picture” relevance. 

Here is a car that 
makes you feel good 
about driving and 
about cans. Here is a 
gorgeous piece of fm- 
dc-siecle industrial 
design. Here is a ear 
that buyers will love 
owning and show off 
with pride to friends. 
Here, in short, is a 
worthy car of the year. 
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iff r Introducing The Independent 

^ (j Voice Personals®- an exciting 

• l . •• new telephone dating service 

( * V « *** r * r ^~~ for our rea< ^ ers ' designed to 

• \J.' : ' make your search for 

^ j someone special easier and 

more successful than ever! 

lb place your own FREE persona! ad, call 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

For RK live assistance from a Voice Personals' repfwankrfve call Mondc^Friday 9cm-8pm. 

¥ 
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Voice personals 

Vaco P oraonafa^ op peo ra in The Independent cadi Saturday m the Tune Off section and 
in The Independent on Sunday in the Red Ufa section. 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

DAISY HILL DRIVE. C WORLEY PfHi '‘ME 


LAZ 
UK 
Ul« 

FEC87I U»0 LNJ 

FFS30 LOT LS7 

FM8806 1.500 CM 

GIL 59 £500 505 

E0QGJH 3 330 M3 

450 CAC WOO IGOWJ57 LOCO MH 

so om zan 

DA 9778 LOT I wmxm 

HAZ650 1.000 

HD946G LOT 



PN707* Lean 
JJ8TO 2400 1 5363 FT LOT 
KDL3S3 1.000 


PHONE CIL":7 PHGNC. MOST AnL PLUS V.A.7 

fax orn.v -17-174 5 fax ai.i. ant plgi; ■ ramgf i 





RENAULT LAGUNA 2.0s 1997 (P) 

Adriatic blue (metallic superglass p eint i. abs, 
pas, engine immobiliser, drivers a/bag, remote 
c/L e/w, sir, and mirrors. 

Sports pack includes body coloured spoiler and 
wing mirrors, sports seats and upholstery. 

Full warranty and RAC cover to March 2000 
included. 

13,000 miles 

Immaculate condition. £12^250 ono. 

Tel: 01279 850502 


Citroen 


Independent Re*Sm loan 
i tjinCtp buy «rhm lbe> see raw 
Xaafia VSX2JX 16v 
EMCuthfO Back Coach 

wedc,OMy 'P’nfl- 

Air conditioning. 

Full Hist on” 

Two jtfiin war#»ni>. 
six months ta\. 

£I3w495 ^ersenn I 
01442 871234 


hklrpaklem Raaien ailt Lew* jo 
XMZS TURBO DESaEST 
L a top bd> on a Saimday 1 
MstaBcMuo 
only 42.000 miM 

M R«a Sony no df con. but 
MThfatayt CafeMNop*! 
Two yens wananty 

Sx months tax 
51 1 ,995 (’'WTctfrarwcm 

01442 871234 -rv&nnoaw 


Psst! 

Interested 
in buying 
a Z car? 


Old police cars don't die, 
they just plod on and on. 
When the sirens stop 
wailing, and the blue 
light spins for the last 
time, for the canny used 
car buyer a retired police 
car can represent 
excellent value for 
money, writes 
James Ruppert 

Cop cars lead a brutally hard 
life, from stop-start beat work 
to high performance pursuit, but 
once off shift they receive the 
undivided attentions of the Po- 
lice Vehicle Maintenance Sys- 
tem. Buying one is an 
opportunity to buy a one-owner, 
well serviced car at a low price. 
There is no such thing as (he 
typical ex-police car. At the traf- 
fic police end, there ore Ford 
Granadas, Vauxhall Senators 
and Rover 800s. There are also 
Jaguar XJ6& Range Rovers 
and Sierra 4 x 4s, and, on the 
panda beat, reliable old plod- 
ders such as Escorts, Metros and 
Astras. A lot of forces, such as 
the City of London, have used 






! 

\ 

n 

POLICE 

1 1 


Blue chip Investment pandas have always been lovingly maintained 


BMWs; others have dabbled 
with Saabs and Alla Romeos. 

Most cars have manual gear- 
boxes, though tbe Metropolitan 
Traffic division are predomi- 
nantly automatic. Model in- 
scriptions arc removed; central 
locking usually remains, al- 
though most forces disconnect 
it. Luxury cars may lose their 
wooden dashboard trimmings 
and electric windows. 

Plain dolhes cars may have 
been bough [second hand, or ac- 
quired by the force (sometimes 
stolen and recovered). 

In simple terms, what you get 
is a car that has covered be- 
tween 80,000 and 100,000 miles. 
Probably the most disappoint- 


ing aspect is that you don’t get 
any of the cop car kiL Off 
come the police decals and 
“flowerpots- (beacons) and out 
come the radios. Sometimes this 
can leave a mess. But traffic cars 
in particular often use remov- 
able gantries for the beacons. 

As for the decals, a good 
valet can usually remove the ad- 
hesive - and in any case white 
is an easy colour to work with. 

The upholstery on most care 

is surprisingly hard wear,W 
though front seats can get 
shabby, and Pandas are likely to 

«Hy rear seat passengera.ooi 

an or whom go quietly. 

. yi c f c serviced before 

sale and whatever needs re- 


pladng will be replaced - ln . 
duding gearboxes and engine 
Records will have been kepi \, ut 
they won’t necessarily Wm _ 
with the car. 

Police cars are not suld j. 
ect to the public; they gn ' 

bon. Prices hover around 5n ^ 

cent of the normal track- J . r 
Phone around to find wh a! ** m 
are going to be at which 
If you don’t want to rist JJ’ 

ding at auction, tiy an 0 

he service vehicle 
such as Rex Adair, in Con^l 1 !! 1 

But whatever ex-pnL. 
you choose, may the U r 
with you. K be 

Hex Adair: 01736 76.12*1 


JjvU* t> \SO 











